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v. 12.

NEW AND GENERAL

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

P.

PAPPUS,
an eminent philofopher of Alexandria, is faid by

Suidas to have flourifhed under the
(
emperor Theodofius

the Great, who reigned from A. D. 379 to 395. His writings
Ihew him to have been confummate in the fcience of mathe-

matics. Many of his works are loft [A], and the greater part of

thofe that are extant continued long- in manufcript. Of his

books of " Mathematical Collections," which are extant in

Greek, from the middle of the fecond to the end of the eighth

book, nothing had been* publimed, except foi^e "Lemmata"
of the feventn book, by Marcus Meibomius, in his Dialogue

upon proportions, printed in 1655; the twelve laft
"
Propo-

fitions" of the fecond book, by Dr. Wallis, at the end of his

Ariftarchus Samius, 1688, 8vo; part of the " Preface" to the

feventh book, by David Gregory, in the Prolegomena to his

Euclid, 1703 ;
the entire "

Preface," by Edmund Halley, before

his Apollonius, 1706, 8vo. The third, fourth, fifth, fixth,

feventh, and eighth books of thefe Mathematical Collections had

only been publiflied in a Latin verfion made by Fr. Comman-
dinus. Merfennus exhibited a kind of abridgement of them
in his Synopfis Mathematica, Paris, 1644, in 410: but this

contains only fuch propofitions as could be underftood without

figures. At length, the whole works of Pappus were publifhed
at Bologna, in 1660, in folio, 'by Carolus Manoleffius, who
feems to have ufed all proper means to make his edition com-

plete and excellent : for he tells us, that he confulted and em-

ployed, as well thofe who excelled in the Greek tongue, as

thofe who were deep in mathematical knowledge; and it is

certain that, without an uncommon flcill in both, no good
edition of Pappus could be prepared.

[A] fabric. Bib!. Grzc. vol. viJi.
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2 PARACELSUS.
Suiclas relates, that Pappus wrote a "

Commentary
" four books of Ptolemy's Magna Conftructio;" but what we
have remaining under his name, which may be found in the

Bafil edition of 1538, is only a Commentary upon part of

the fifth book.

PAPYRIUS MASSON. See MASSON.
PARABOSCO (GiROLAMo), an Italian comic writer, born

at Placentia, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, was an

author of fome eminence in his time. His comedies have a

certain character of originality, which ftill, in fome degree,

fupports their credit. They are fix in number, and entitled,

i. " La Nottc." 2. " II Villuppo." 3.
" I Contenti."

4.
" L'Hermafrodito." 5.

" II Pellegrino." 6. " II Ma-
rinaio." Of thefe,

"
II Pellegrino" is in verfe, the reft are

in profe. The beft edition is that of Giolito de' Ferrari, at

Venice, in 1560, in two fmall volumes, duodecimo. There is

alfo a volume of letters by him, entitled,
" Lettere .Amorofe

tli M. Girolamo Parabofco," printed by the fame Giolito, in

the year 1545. Thcfe were republifhed in 1548,
" con alcune

NoVelle e Rime." We have feen alfo, in catalogues, a volume

of " Rime" alone, publifhed by Giolito at Venice, in 154?*
ttvo. He compofed alfo, novels in the ftyle of Boccacio ant!

JBandelli, which were publifhed at Venice in 1558, under the

title of "
I Diporti di M. Girolamo Parabofco." This,

however, was rot the earlielt edition
}
for the title fays,

" no-

vamtnte rilbmpati, et diligentiflimamente revifti." There are

fditions alfo of 1586 and 1607. It confifts of three days, or
" Giornate ;" the rirft arid fecond of which comprife fixteen

talesj and fotir curious queftions. The third contains feveral
11

Motti," or bon-mots, with a few madrigals, and other fhort

poems. There is alfo a volume by him entitled,
"
Oracolo,"

the oracle, in 410, publilhed at Venice, in 1551. In this the

author gives anfwcrs to twelve queftions propofed in the be-

ginning of the book ; which aniwers are given and varied

according to fome rules laid down in the preface [B] It ap-
fK.irs that Parabofco lived chiefly, if not entirely, at Venice,
as all his books were published there. His "

Diporti," or Sporti;,

open with a panegyric upon that city.
PARACELSUS (AUREOLUS PHILIPPUS THEOPHRASTUS

BoSiBAsr DK HOHF.NHKIM-, a famous phyfician, was the fon

of Wilhelmus Hphenheirn, a learned man, and licentiate in

j>hyiic, though a {lender practitioner, but poffefled of a noble

library, being himfelf the natural fon of a mailer of the Teu-
tonic order. He was born in 1493, at a village called Einfidlen

;:i Switzerland, about two German miles from, Zurich. At three

[} Crcfclmbeni. Hift. della Volg Poef. vol. i. lib. iii. cip. 25.

years



PARACELSUS. 3

years of age he is faid to have been mutilated>and made an eunuch,

by a fow: accordingly we always find him a bitter enemy to

women ; though his picture, as taken from the life, reprefents
him with a bcnrd. He was inftrucled by his father in phyfic and

furgery, wherein he made great proficiency; but as he grew up,
lie was captivated with the Itudy of alchemy, which occafioned

his father to put him under the care of Trithemius, abbot of

Spanheim, a man at that time of great fame. Having learned

many fecrets from Trithemius, he removed to Sigifmund Fag-
gerus of Schwatz, a famous German chemilt ;

who at that

time, partly by his own induftry, and partly by a multitude

of fervants and operators retained for the purpofe, made daily

improvements in the art. And here he allures us he learned

fpagyric operations effectually; after which he applied to all

the moft eminent mafters in the alchemical philofophy, who
concealed nothing from him, and from whom, as he himfelf

relates, he learned his fecrets.

But not content with this, he vifited all the univerfities of

Germany, Italy, France, and Spain, in order to learn phyfic;
and then he took a journey to Pruflia, Lithuania, Poland, \Va-

lachia, Traniilvania, Croatia, Portugal, Illyria, and the other

countries of Europe, where he applied indifferently to phy-
ficians, barbers, old women, conjurers, and chemifts, both

good and bad
; from all which he gladly picked up anything

that might be ufeful, and then enlarged his ftock of fure and

approved remedies. He alfo learned from Bafil Valentine's

writings, the doctrine of the three demerits, which, conceal-

ing the author's name, he adopted as his own, and pnblifhed
under the appellation of "

Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury/'
In the twentieth year of his age, making a vifit to the mines

in Germany, he travelled into Rullia, where being taken pri-
foner on the frontiers by the Tartars, he was carried before the

Cham, and afterwards fent with that prince's fon on an em-

bafTy to Constantinople ; where, in his twenty-eighth year, as

he tells us, he was let into the fecret of the philofopher's ftone.

He was alfo retained frequently ,ns furgeon and phyfician to

armies, in battles, and fiegt-s. He fet a high value on Hippo-
crates and the ancient phyiicians; but defpifed the fcholaitic

doctors, and above all the Arabs. He made great ufe of re-

medies prepared of mercurv and opium, wherewith he cured
the leprofy, venereal difcafe, itch, ilight dropfies, and other

infirmities, which to the phyiicians of thofe times (who were

ignorant of mercury, and afratd of opium, as cold in the for.rth

iegR utterly incurable.

J>v thele cures he grew daily more celebrated, and more

daring, eipecially alter recovering the famous printer Frobe-
ol Bafil, whole cafe appears to have been a viplent pain

JB 2 in



4 PARACELSUS.
in his heel, -which upon Paracelfus's treatment removed into

his toes, fo that the patient could never ftir them afterwards,

though he felt no pain, and in other refpeds grew well; but

foon after died of an apoplexy. By this cure he became ac-

quainted with Erafmus, and was well efteemed by the magif-

tracy of Baiil, who, giving him a plentiful falary, made him

profeilor in 1527. There he continued to teach philosophical

phyfic two hours every day, fometimes in Latin, but more fre-

quently in German. He read lectures to explain his own
books,

" De compofitionibus,"
" De gradibus," et " De

Tartaro ;'' which, according to Helmont, abounded in idle

drollery, and contained little folid fenfe.. Here, in a folemn

manner featedin the chair, he burned the writings of Galen and

Avicenna, declaring to his audience that he would even confult

the devil if God would not ailifl him ; and this is agreeable to

his exprefs declaration in feveral places of his works, that no
one need fcruple confulting the devil to get fecrets of phyfic
out of him. He had many difciples, with whom he lived in

great intimacy. Three of thefe he maintained in diet and

clothes, and inftrufted in feveral fecrets; though they after-

wards ungratefully deferted their mafter, and even wrote fcan-

dalous things of him, adminiftring with much indifcretion the

medicines he had taught them, to the great difadvantage of thofe

who employed them. He alfo retained furgeons and barbers

in his family, to whom he communicated ufeful fecrets; but

all of them left him foon after, and turned his enemies. His

only faithful difciples were the doctors Peter, Cornelius, An-
drew, Urlinus, the licentiate Pangratius, and Mr. Raphael,
\vhom he fpeaks of with commendation.

During his two years refidence in this city, he cured a noble

canon of Licchtcmfels, who had been given over by the phy-
ficians, of a violent pain in his Itomach, with only three pills
of his laudanum. The fick canon had promifcd him 100
French crowns for the cure

;
but finding it fo eafily effected,

refufed to pay, alledging with a jeft, that Paracelfus had

given him but three moufe-turds. Upon this the phyfician
cited his patient before a court of juftice ;

where a judge, not

confulering fo much the excellence of the art, as the quantity
of labour and coil, decreed him only a trifling gratification.
With this Paracelfus was fo exafperated, that, loading them
with reproaches of ignorance and injuftice, he rendered him-
felf in ibme rneufure guilty of treafon, and thus thought beft

to quit the court, and make halle home ; from whence, by
the advice of his friends, he privately withdrew out of the

city, leaving his whole chemical apparatus to John Oporinus.
Atter this he continued rambling two years through the neigh-
bouring parts of Alfatla, accompanied by Oporinus j

and ii}

the
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the courfe of a diffolute life, wrought many extraordinary
cures, as we find related by Zwinger, who lived at the fame
time at Bafil, and often heard the account from Oporinus

himfelf[c].
It happened one evening that Paracelfus was called upon

to viiit a countryman dangeroully ill near Colmar in Alface;

but, being fet in for a drinki rig-bout [D j
with ordinary com-

pany, he deferred vifiting the patient till next morning ; when

entering the houle with a furious look, he afked if the fick

perfon had taken any phyfic : as intending to adminifter fome
of his laudanum. The by-ftanders anfwered, that he had taken

nothing but the facrament, as being at the point of death
; :t

which Paracelfus in a rage replied,
" If he has had recourfe

to another phyfician, he has no occafion for me," and ran

immediately out of doors. Oporinus, ftruck with this piece of

impiety, bid Paracelfus the laft adieu
; fearing left the barbarity

of has otherwife beloved malter ihould fome time xall on his own
head.

From this time he continued wandering from place to place,

always intoxicated, and never changing hi the*, n ,r fo

much as going into bed. In Sept. 1541, bein^ taken ill at a

public inn at Sultiburg, he died after a few days ficknefs, in his

forty-eighth year; though he had promifed htmfelf, that, by the
ule of his elixir, he mould live to the age of Methufalem.
He was buried in the hofpitul or Si. c^. ...tian at Saitfburgy
with an epitaph inferted below [E].

It is probable, that the bulk of the pieces publifhed in his

works are not his, but that his followers ciioib to uiher in their

performances tinder his name. In effect, they are fo many,
and fo different from each other, that it is next to impoifible

they mould all come from the fame hand; yet, befides the

three books already mentioned, upon which he lectured in

public, there are fome others which teem to be genuine, whofe
titles are therefore inferted below [F].

With

[c] This Oporinus, who h.id been for wife, and quitting Paracelfus, returned to
fome time his fervant and amanuar::i j. was Bafil.

a perfon of much learning, well /killed in [D] He was much addicted to drunk-
Greek and Latin

; who, poflelTed with ennels. Waltcrus tells us, that when he
the va.n expectation or" attaining his fecrets, was in his tups, which often happened,
lert his own family, and tuivi i:ea with he would threaten to fummon a million of
him for two whole years, without learning fouls, in order to (hew his power over

any one thing j till wearied out, he grow them.

r] Conditur hie Philippus Theophraftus,
Iniignis medicine docloi, qui dira ilia vul-era,

Lcpram, podagram, hydropifim, aliaquj infanabilia

Corporis contagia miriiica artc fuftuht
;

Ac bona fua in paupercs dirtribuendo collocandoque honoravit.

[r] Thefe are,
" DC Peite ;"

" i>e Archidoxa Medicime j" De ortu re-
mincralibus j

1 ' DC viu longa," and the rum naturalium j"
< DC transformatione

B 7 rerum



6 PARACELSUS.
With refpect to his merit as to medicine and alchemy, it

rrmit be owned that an arrogant aifuming air infecled all his

writings, as well as his actions. It was common with him
to promife mighty things, with complete ailurance, upon ilender

and inadequate grounds. A ftrong inftance of his weaknefs in

this kind, is his undertaking, by the mere ufe of an elixir, to

prolong a man's life to the age of Methufalem, and delibe-

rating with himfelf to what period he Ihcrild protract his own.
With the fame vanity he aiTerts that he knew the univerfal me-

dicine, and the body of chemiils of his own times, compli-
mented him by receiving his arlertions; but what effectually
overthrows his preteniions to fuch a remedy, is, that he died

himfelf at an immature age.
His real merit confifted, i. In being well (killed in furgerv,

and pratifing it with great fuccefs. 2. In understanding the

common practice of phyfic as well as his contemporaries. 3.
In being alone mailer of the powers, preparations, and ufes of
metals. 4. In having the ufe of opium to himfelf, and work-*

ing wonderful cures thereby; and, 5. In being well acquainted
with the virtues of mercury, in an age in which perhaps only
he and Carpus krew any thing of the matter. As to his being
pofFeUed of the philofopher's ftone, there will now be no proofs
required to contradict that vain pretence.
The fyttem of Paracelfus was fomewhat fo uncommon and

extravagant, that we mult not conceal it from the reader.

His firft principle is the analogy which he fuppofes between
the great world and the little world, or the body of man. In

man, for initance, he difcovers the motions of the ftars, the

nature of the earth, water, and air, all vegetables and mine-
rals, all the condellations, and the four winds. He aiTerts

that a phyfician ought to know what in man is called the dra-

gon's tail, the ram, the polar axis, the meridian, the riling
and letting of the fun; and if he is ignorant of thefe things,
fays our author, he is good for nothing. From the fame au-
thor alfo and his followers, fprings the opinion of a pretended
and imaginary agreement between the principal parts of a
man's body with the planets ; as, of the heart with the fun,
of the brain with the moon, of the fpleen with Saturn, of the

lungs with Mercury, of the kidneys and fecrets with Venus,
of the liver with Jupiter, and the gall with Mars; and that
there are alfo feven metals or minerals which agree with thefe
feven planets. Paracelfus alfo allures us, that in our Limbus,

rerumnaturalium;" "De vitarcrumnatu- Geneva, in 1658, in three vols. folio,
ralium." The reft are fpurious, efpecially This is the moil complete edition; beiidcs,
the "

Theological Works." In furgery thsvc is another edition at Batil, 1589, in
two book;, one entitled,

" The Great iz. vols. 4:0, which Come cftccm the bed
;

Surgery,'
1

and the other,
" The Small and there is likewill- another edition at

Surgery." flis works were printed 4: Fruncfort, in iz vols. 4tp,

that
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that is, the human body, are the heavens, the earth, and the

properties of all animals; and he alib allerts, that a true phy-
iician mutt be able to lay,

" This is a fupphira in the bouy of

man, this mercury, this a cyprefs, and this a wall-flower."

He eftablifhed a relation between difeafes and plants. He
maintains a prima materia, or firlt matter, whence fpring,

among other things, the feeds of vegetables, animals, and mi-
nerals ; and that generation is only the exit of each feed from
darknefs to light, in which they lay in the firlt matter. Be,
fidas the four ordinary elements, fire, air, earth, and water,
and three principles, fait, fulphur, and mercury, he thought
there was in all natural bodies fomething of a celeltial nature,
which he calls quintelTence, and which he defcribes thus :

** The quintelfence is a fubftance which is corporeally drawn
from all bodies that increafe, and from every thing that \has

life
;
and this fubftance is difengaged from all impurity antf

mortality;, it is of the higheft fubtility, and feparated from all

the elements." He adds, that " this quinteffence is not of a

different nature from the elements, becaufe it is of itfelf an
clement." He calls it alfo by the feveral names of the philo-.

fophical tincture, or philofopher's itonc, the rlower, the fun,

heaven, and xthereal fpirit.
" This medicine," fays he,

" is

an invifible fire, which devours all difeafes." However, as

this quinteflfence was, he acknowledges, very rare, he found
himfelf under a necefTity of feeking for particular remedies.

In order to difcover which, one of the means is to bbferve the

fignature of thingf. Thus, for inftance, he maintained that

Euphrafia bears a mark, which indicates its virtues for dif-

orders of the eyes, and this mark is a fmall black figure within
the flower, which, he faid, reprefents the eye-ball ; yet he de-

pended chiefly upon metallic medicines, and even required that

animal and vegetable fubitances fliould be chemically prepared,
as necelfory to extradt the poifonous quality naturally in them.
He alfo believed that certain words and characters engraved

on ftones could cure fome particular difeafes, which would not

yield to any other remedies: and he maintained that a phyfician

might have recourfe to magic for the cure of difeafes. It ex-
ceeds the bounds of this defign to run out into a defcription of
the ellency, the magifleries, the elixirs, and other important
fecrets, which Paracelfus called "

Magnalia Dei," as the

quinteflence, the azeth, and his laudanum. His furgery feems
to have been more elleemed than it deferved. Upon the whole,
in reading Paracelfus's works, it is eafy to obfervc that he had
a heated and difordc-red imagination, full of the crudert notions ;

whence, it is no wonder that he gave into aftrology, geomancy,
chiromancy, and the cabala, which were extremely popular in

thofc ignorant ages, He fays exprefsly that medicine muit be
13 4 joined
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joined to magic, or it cannot be fuccefsful ; by which he does

not mean natural magic only, but declares that no one needs

fcruple getting certain fecrets of phyfic from the devil; and

boails of holding a converfation with Galen and Avicenna at the

gates of hell. In a word, he ufed all poifible means to per-
fuade the world that he was a real magician, fo that if he has

failed in the attempt, it was his misfortune. He did indeed

perfuade many, but the truer opinion is, .that he was rather

an importer than a conjuror. Among the bad things that his

works contain, there are, however, fome which are good, and

contributed to the improvement of phyfic. He was neither

learned in the languages nor in philofophy ;
he had but little

erudition ; he fays himfelf that his library did not contain ten

pages, and that he pafled ten years without reading a book.

PARADIN (WILLIAM), a French hiftorian, a laborious

jvriter of the fixteenth century, was (till living in 1581, and
was then turned fourfcore. He was the author of many works,

among which the following are remarkable, i.
" The Hiftory

of Arifta-us,, refpecling the verfion of the Pentateuch/' 4to.

a. " Hiftoria fui temporis," written in Latin, but beft known

by a French verfion which was publifhed in 1558. 3.
" An-

nales de Bourgogne," folio, 1566. This hiftory, by no means

Avell-digefted, begins at 378, and ends in 1482. 4.
" De mo-

jibus Gallias, Hilloria," 4to. 5.
" Memoires de 1'Hiftoire de

1/yon," folio, 1625. 6. " De rebus in Belgio, anno 1543
geftis," 8vo, 1543. 7.

" La Chronique de Savoie,'' folio,

1602. 8. " Hiftoria Gallic, a Francifci I. coronatione ad

annum 1550." 9.
" Hiftoria Ecclefix Gallicanae." 10. "Me-

moralia infignium Francis Familiarum." He was an eccle-

iiaftic, and became dean of Beaujeu.
PARDIES (IGNATIUS GASTON), a French Jefuit, was the

Jon of a counfellor in the parliament of Paris, where he had
his birth in 1636. Having patted through the firft part of his

ftudies, he entered into the order of the Jefuits in 1652. He
taught polite literature feveral years, and in that time produced
many fmall elfeys, both in profe and verfe, with a diftingtiimcd

delicacy of thought arid ftyle: but, as his genius and inclination

led him more to the fpeculative fciences, he cultivated the

belles lettres only to enable him to write in a good ftyle upon
fhofe fciences. His particular ftudy was to form a neat and
concife expreffion, in which: he 'had the happinefs to fucceed;
for, except fome few words bordering upon the provincial, his

<lifcourfe is elegant and perfpic.uous, and his diction pure. At

length he devoted himfelf entirely to mathematics and natural

philofophy, and read all the authors, both ancient and modern,
ffi. thofe fciences j fo that he made himfelf mailer of the Peri.

patetic,
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patetic, as well as Cartefian philofophy in a fhort time, and

taught both with great reputation.

Notwithflanding he embraced Cartefianifm, yet he affe&ed

to be rather an inventor, than a difciple of Des Cartes'. With
this ambition he fometimes advanced very bold opinions in na-

tural philofophy, which met with oppofers, who charged him
with (tarting absurdities ;

but he had wit enough to, give his

notions a plaufible turn, fo as apparently to clear them from
contradictions. He taught alfo mathematics in fome places,
and at lalt at Paris. He had from his youth a happy genius for

that fcience, and made a great progrefs in it by application.
The glory which he acquired by his works raifed the highefl

expectations of him, which were all cut ihort by death. In

1673, he received an order from his fuperiors to preach to,

and confefs the poor people of the Bicetre, in the Eaiter holi-

days. There was then fomething malignant in the air of that

place, which had produced various diibrders among thefe poor
creatures

;
and whether it was owing to contagion or fatigue,

or both, Pardies returned to Paris feized by a mortal diforder,
and actually died, aged only thirty-feven. The following are

the titles of fome of his works: i.
"
Horologium Thaumau-

ticum duplex, 1662," 410. 2.
" DifTertatio de motu et natura

cometarum, 1665," 8vo. 3.
" Difcourfe du mouvement local,

1670," 121110. 4.
" Elemens de geometric, 1670," i2mo.

This has been tranflated into feveral languages. 5.
" Difcours

de la connoilfancc des betes, 1672," I2mo. Niceron obferves,
that this piece made the author pafs among the Peripatetics for

a prevaricator i and he was in reality a Cartefian, although he
affecled here to refute Cartefianifm. 6. " Lettre d'un philo-

fophe a un Cartefien de fes amis, 1672," I2mo. 7.
" La

Statique, ou la Science des forces mouvantes, 1673," J2mo.
8. "

Defcription et explication de deux machines propres a
faire des cadrans avec une grande facilite, 1673," i2mo. Part
of his works were printed together, at Lyons, 1725, i2mo.
This author had a difpute alfo with fir Ifaac Newton, about his
*' New Theory of Light and Colours," in 1672. His letters

are inferted in Phil. Tranf. for that year.
PARE' (AMBROSE), a celebrated French furgeon, born at

Laval, in the llxteenth century ;
was furgeon to Henry II.

Francis II. Charles IX. and Henry III. As he was a Pro-

teftant, he would have been involved in th; :c of St.

Bartholomew, had not the king himlelf, who fo cruelly facri-

ficed multitudes of his fubje&s, (hut him up in his own room,

faying, that "
It was not right tor a man fo ufeful to the

world to perifh in fuch a manner." Pare wrote feveral trea-

tifes in French, which were tranllated into Latin by Jacques
GuUlemeau. The collection of thefe treatifes ha$ gone through

feveral
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fevera' editions; the be ft is that of 1614, Paris, toiio. P.irr-

died in December i 590, at an advanced age, having enjoyed
coniiderable reputation, both as a phy(ici-an and as a man.

PARE' ''DAVID.', a celebrated divine of the reformed reli-

qion, was born in 1548, at Francolitein in Silefia, and put to

the grammar fchool there, apparently with a defign to breed

him to learning; but his father marrying a fecond time, this

ftep-mother prevailed with him to put his fon apprentice to an

apothecary at Brefiau ;
and not content with that, he was taken

thence, and at her mitigation bound to a (hoe-maker. He

not, however, long abandoned to the ihameful ufage of a ftep-

mother; his deftiny ordained better things for him: and many
years had not patted, when his father relumed his firft deiign.

David was not above fixtecn, when he was fent to the col-

lege fchool of Hermfberg, in the neighbourhood of Francol-

ftein, to profecute his itudies under Chriltopher Schilling, a

man of considerable learning, who was rector ot the college.

It was cuftomary in thofe times for young {Indents, who de-

voted themfelves to literature, to aflume a great name, inltead

of that of their family. Schilling wras a great admirer of this

cuftom, and eafily perfuaded his fcholar to change his German
name of Wangler for the Greek one of Pa-reus, or Pare ; both

derived from a cheek, in the different languages. Young Pare, for

fo we muft now call him, had not lived above three months at

his father's expence, when he provided for his own fupport,

partly by means of a tutorfhip in the family, and partly by the

bounty of Albertus Kindler, one of the principal men of the

place. He lodged in this gentleman's houfe, and wrote an
*'

Epicedinm" upon the death of his eldeft fon, which fo highly

pleafed the father, that he not only gave him a gratuity for it,

imt encouraged him to cultivate his genius; giving him proper

fubjects, and rewarding him handfomcly for every poem which
he prefented to him.

Meanwhile, his matter, not content with making him change
his furname, made him alfo change his religious creed, with

regard to the do&rine of the real p re fence ; turning him from
a Lutheran to a Sacramentarian, as he alfo did the reft of his

fcholars. This affair brought both mafter and Icholar into a

great deal of trouble. The firit was driven from his fchool,
and the latter was near being dilinherited by his father

; and it

was not without the greateft difficult v, that he obtained his

confent to go into the Palatinate, notwithstanding he ufed an

argument which is generally very prevailing, that he would
finilh his ftudies there without any c.\ pence to his family. As
foon as he was at liberty, he followed his matter, who had been
invited by the eledor Frederic III. to be principal of his new

college at Ambtrg. The allowance Pa re's tatlu-r gave him for
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his journey was fo fcanty, that he was obliged to beg on the

road. He arrived at Arnberg in 1566, and was fent foon after

with ten of his fohool-fellows to Heidelberg, where Zachary
Urfin was profeffor of divinity, and rector of the college of
Wifdom. Tbe nniverfity was at that time in a moll flouriih-

ing condition, with regard to every one of the faculties; fo

that Pare had here all the advantages that could be defired, for

making the moft conftdcrable proficiency, both in the learned

languages, and in philofophy and divinity. He was received

a miniiter in 1571, and in May that year fent to exercife his

function in a village called Schlettenbach. This was a difficult

cure, on account of the contefts then fubfrfting between the

Proteftants and Papifts. The elector Palatine his patron, had
afferted his claim by main force againft the bifhop of Spire,
who maintained, that the right of nomination to the livings in

the corporation of Alfefted was verted in his chapter. The
elector allowed it, but with this referve, that fmce he had the

right of patronage, the nominators were obl'^ed, by the peace
of Pa'Jaw, to prefent pallors to him whofi- religion he ap-
proved. By virtue of this right, he eflablifhed the reformed

religion in that corporation, and fent Pare into the provir
Schlettenbach. The Papiits (hut the doors againithim; but

they were broken, open, and the images and altars pulled down :

yet after all he could get nclxxly to clear away the rubbiili.

He was, however, on the point of being married there before

wir.tcr, when he was called back to teach the third clafs at

Heidelberg. He acquitted himfelf fo well in that charge, that

in two\ears time he was promoted to the fecond clafs; but he
did not hold this above fix months being made firfr. paftor of

Hcmfbach, in the diocefe of Worms. Here he met with a

much more tractable congregation than that of Schlettenbach ;

for, when the elector Palatine, as patron of the parilh, refolved

to reform it, and caufed the church doors to be broke open,
Pare took care to have all the images taken down, and had them
burnt with the people's con fent. Thus hippily fituated, he

foon refolved to be a lodger in a public-houfe no longer; and
in order to obtain a more agreeable home, he engaged in the

matrimonial (late four months after his arrival, with the filter of

John Stibelius, minifter of Htppenheim ;
and the nuptials

were folemnized Jan. the 5th, 1574, publicly, in the church
of Hemfbach, an object which had never been beheld before in

that pariih. The people, however, were eafily reconciled to the

new practice, when they came to know what St. Paul teaches

concerning the marriage of a bifhop [G]. Yet fuch was the

Unhappy ftate of this country, rent by the continual contefts

[G] 1 Tim. iii. 2. and Titus i. 17.

about
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about religion, that no fooner was Popery, the common enemy
rooted out, 'than new difturbances arofe, through the conteils

and animofities between the Lutherans and Calvinifts, who
fhould have been friends. After the death of the elector Fre-

deric III. his fon Louis, who was a very zealous Lutheran,
eftablifhed every where in his dominions thofe minifters, in the

room of the Sacramemarians. By thefe means Pare loft his

living at Hemfbach in 1577 ; on which occafion he retired

into the territories of prince John of Cafimir, the elector's

brother. Here he was minifter at Ogerfheim, near Franken-

talc, three years, and then removed to Witrengen near Neuftad
;

at which laft place prince Cafimir, in 1578, had founded

a fchool, and fettled there all the profedbrs that had been

driven from Heidelberg. This rendered Witzingen much more

agreeable, as well as advantageous ; and, upon the death of

the elector Louis, in 1583, the guardianfhip 01 his fon, toge-
ther with the adminiftration of the palatinate, devolved upon
prince Cafimir; who reftored the Calvinift minifters, and Pare
obtained the fecond chair in the college of Wifdom at Hei-

delberg, in Sept. 1584. He commenced author two years
afterwards, by printing his " Method of the Ubiquitarian

controverfy; the title is,
" Methodus L/biquitaria.

i controverfia2."

He alfo printed the " German Bible," with notes, at Neuftad,
in 1589, which occafioncd a warm controverfy between him
and James Andreas, a Lutheran of Tubingen.

In 1591, he was made firft profeflbr in his college, andcoun-
felior to the ecclefiaftical fenate the following year, anci the year
after that admitted dodtor of divinity in the moft folemn manner.
He had already held feveral difputes againft the v/riters of the

Augfburg Confeflion, but that of 1590 was the moft coniider-

ablc. Among other things, he produced a defence of Calvin,

againft the imputation of his favouring Ji.daiim, in his Com-
mentaries upon feveral parts of Scripture. Afterwards he
was promoted to the ch^ir of divinity profeftbr for the Old
Teftament in his univerG-y; by which he was eufed of the

great fatigue he had undergone for four 1 ten years, in governing
the youth who were educated at the college of Wifdom. Tol-
fanus, profefTor of divinity for the New TtfUraent, dying in

1602, Paie fticceeded to that chair, and a few years after he

bought a houfc in the fuburbs or Heidelberg. Here, in 1607,
he built in the garden an apartment for his library, which he
called his " Pareanum:" he took great delight in it, and the
whole houfe went afterwards by that name. The elector ho-
noured it with feveral privileges and immunities; and Pare had
two

infcriptions, one in German, and the other in Latin, put
upon the irontifpiece. At the fame time his reputation, fpread-

ing
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ing itfelf every where, brought young ftudents to him from

the remoteft parts of Hungary and Poland.

In 1617, there was kept an evangelical jubilee, in memory
of the church's deliverance fr6m Popery an hundred years

before; for then it was, that Luther began to preach. The

folemnity lafted three days, during which there were continual

orations, difputations, poems, and ferrnons, on the occafion.

Pare alfo publifhed fome pieces upon the lubjecl, which drew

upon him the refentment of the Jefuits of Mentz: they wrote

a fharp cenfure of his work, and he publilhed a fuitable anfwer

to it. The following year, 1618, at the.initance of the States-

General, he was preiied to go to the fynod of Dort; but ex-

cufed himfelf, on account of age and infirmities. After this

time he enjoyed but little tranquillity. The apprehenfions he

had of the ruin which his patron the elector Palatine would

bring upon himfelf, by accepting the crown of Bohemia, put
him upon changing his habitation. He terrified himfelf with

a thoufand bad omens, grounded upon things he had feen, either

awake or in fleep ;
for he had great faith in dreams. When

he faw the workmen employed in improving the fortifications

of Heidelberg, he faid it was fo much labour loft; and con-

fidering the books he had written againft the Pope and Bellar-

min, he looked upon it as the moil dreadful calamity that could

happen to him, to fall into the hands of the monks : for which
realbn he gladly complied with thofe, who advifed him to pro-
vide in time for his own fafety ;

and accordingly chofe for his

fan6tuary the town of Anwcil, 5r. the dutchy of Deux-Ponts,
near Landau where he ar: Ot. 1621. He left that

place, however, fome months after, and went to Neuftadt;
nor did he ftay long here, for he determined to return to Hei-

delberg, in order to pafs his hit moments at his beloved Pa-

reanum, and fo to be buried near the profefTors of the uni\-r-

lity. His wifh was accordingly fuhiiled ; for he died at Pa-
reanum in June, 1622, and was in'srred with all the funeral

honours which the r.;.i verities in Germany are uled to bellow
on their members.
He left a fon named PhK'p, who wrote the life of his father.

Though Pare was ext:< -tchful againil innovations, yet
he was not one of thofe untra&able divines, who will not yield
the leaft mite for the fake of peace[H]. The " Ircnicum" he

publHhed proves the contrary; yet it cannot be laid, that he
had any great ftock of toleration, fince he was very holtile to

all innovation, even to the new ways of fpeaking and teaching;
and could not bear Peter Ramus, bccaule he had dared to re-

[H] He ufed to fay with Luther of fuch turbulent reformers,
" A doftorc gloriofo,

"t pa'lore oonten:ljfo, ct inutiiibus <ju?:A;o'
:i"iam fuam Poounut!*

1
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move the boundaries of our anctftors. This author's cxegetfcal
works were publimeti by his fon at Francfort, in 1647, in

3 vols. folio. Among' thefe are his "
Commentary upon St.

Paul's epiflle to the Romans," in 1617, which gave fuch offence

to James I. of England, as containing fome anti-monarchical

principles, that he caufed it to be burnt by the common

hangman ; and the univerfity of Oxford condemned it in the

moit difgraceful manner [i].
PARE

( PHILIP), fon of the preceding, one of the moft

laborious grammarians that Germany ever produced, was born

at Hembach, May 24, 1576. He began his ftudies at Neu-
ftadt, continued them at Heidelberg, and afterwards vifited

foreign univerlities, at the expence of the elector Palatine.

He was at the univerfity of Bafil, in 1599 an<* thence going
to Geneva, flayed there a year: he vifited fome othtr univer-

lities, being well received in all, on account of his own merit,

though yet more from that of his father. Among others, he

received great civilities from Ifaac Cafaubon at Paris. In

1612, he was made rector of the college of Neuftadt, which

poll he held till the place was taken by the Spaniards in 1622;
when he was ordered by thole new mailers to leave the country

immediately, at which time his library was alfo plundered by
the foldiers. He publifhcd feveral books on grammatical fub-

}ects, and was remarkably fond of Plautus. This drew him
into a difpute with John Gruter, profeffor at Heidelberg, in

1620, which was carried to fuch a height of animofity, that

neither the defolation which ruined both their univerfities and.

their libraries, and reduced their perfons to the greateft extre-

mities, nor even their bnnifhment, proved fufficient to quench
the flame of their paffion, or to reftrain them from the fouleil

and moft abulive language. Philip undertook the caufe of

his late father againlt David Owen, whom he anfwered in

a piece entitled,
" Anti-Owenus," &c. He was principal of

feveral colleges, as he was of that at Hanau in 1645
?

an<^ tne

dedication of his father's exegetical works mews him to be

living in 1647, ^ut now ^onS ne ^ vec^ afterwards does not

appear. Befidcs the pieces already mentioned, he wrote fome
commentaries upon the "

Holy Scriptures," and other theolo-

gical works. He publifhed,
"

Plautus," in 1609, with notes:

alfo a " Lexicon Plautinum," in 1614;
" Analecla Plautina,"

in 1617 ; a treatife " De imitatione Tercntiana, ubi Plau-

tum imitatus eft," 1617; a fecond edition of "
Plautus," in

[i] I: was refuted by David Owen, a. Parasum, csetcrofquc reformats religjonis

Wclthmau, who \vas D. D. and chaplain antimonarchos, Camat. i^32,"8vo. H<-

to Jobn Ramfjy vilcount Haddii gton, ;-.nd had before publiihed
" The Cncord of a

earl of Ho'idcrncfs, in a piece entitled, Psrpift and Puritan, for the coercion, df-
*'

Anti-Parxus, five detcrminatio de jure pofition, and killing of kings C.im'j.

rojio habita C.i:-.tabrig:j6 in fcholis thcolo- 1610," 4to.

g'.cii, 19 April, 1619, contra Davidera l6jO
9
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1619, and of the " Anale&a Plautina," in 1620, and again in

1623. He aifo publilhed a third edition of his "
Plautus," in

1641. The **
Prolegomena" which it contains of that poet's

life, the character of his verification, and the nature of his

railleries, have been prefixed entire to the " Plautus in ufum

Delphini." He publilhed his anfwer to Gruter in 1620, with

this title,
" Provocatio ad fenatum criticum pro Plauto et eletis

Plautinis." The combatants both grew more and more hot,

as appears by the long preface prefixed by this author to his
r< Analecla Plautina,'' in 1623, for which Gruter made repri-
fals, ftiling him " an afs, a mule, a boar, a ram, a goat, a

(linking inhabitant of the grammatical den," &c. Befides the

pieces upon Plautus, Pare publilhed
"

Calligraphia Romana,
live-Thefaurus phrafium HnguasLatinae," in 1616, and " Ele&a

Symmachiana, Lexicon Symmachianum, Calligraphia Sym-
machiana," in 1619.
PARE' (DANIEL), fon of the preceding, trod in the fteps

of his father, applied himfelf vigoroully to the finely of the

dailies, and publiflied feveral laborious pieces; for which he
was obliged to Vollius, who had a great refpeft for him, and
made it his bnfinefs to procure bookfellers who would print
his works. He was unfortunately killed, by a gang of high-
waymen, in the life-time of his father. He was a conlider-

able matter of Greek. His publications are, I. " The Poem
of Mufseus upon the loves of Hero and Leander, with Notes,

'

in 1627. 2. " Mellifkimn Atticum," a thick 4to, being a
colleclion of fentences extracted from Greek authors, i.
44 Medulla Hiftorias Ecclefiaftica?," in 163.1 ;

to which he

added,
<4

Notes, and a Lexicon upon Lucretius." 4.
"

Spi-

cilcgium ftibfecivum, or Notes upon Quintilian, publifhed in

an edition of that author at London, in 1641, Svo.

PARENT ANTOINF), a French mathematician, was born
at P.:ps in 1666. He lliewcd early a propenfity to mathematics.

His method of fbu. write remarks upon the margins ot

the books which he read ; and he had filled fome of thcfe with
a kind of commentary at the nge of thirteen. At fourteen he

was put under a indler, who taught rhetoric at Chartres. Here
he happened to fee a Dodecoedron, upon every face of which
Was dvlineated a fun-dial, except the loweft, whereon it ftood.

Struck immediately with the curiosity ot thefe dials, he let

about drawing one himfelf: but, having a book which only
mewed the practical part without the theory, it was not till

fome time alter, when his rhetoric-maftcr came to explain the

do&rine of the fphere to him, that he began to underftand

how the projection of the circles of the fphere formed lun-

riials. He thence undertook to write a " Treatife upon (

monies," and the i
: rude and unpoHflicd enough; but

it



16 PARENT.
it was entirely his own. About the fame time he wrote alfo a

book of "
Geometry," at Beauvois.

At length his friends fent for him to Paris, to ftudy the law
;

and, in obedience to them, he went through a courfe in that

faculty. This was no fooner finifhed, than, urged by his

paftion for mathematics, he (hut himfelf up in the college of

Dormans, that nothing might call him away from his beloved

ftudy ; and, with an allowance of lefs than 200 livres a year, he

lived content in his retreat, from which he never ftirred out but

to go to the Royal College, in order to hear the lectures of M.
<Ie la Hire, or M. de Sauveur. As foon as he found himfelf

able enough to teach others, he took pupils : and, fortification

being a part of mathematics which the war had brought into

particular vogue, he turned his attention to that branch ; but

after fomc time began to entertain fcruples about teaching
what he had never feen, and knew by the force of imagination

only. He imparted this delicacy to M. Sauveur; and that

friend recommended him to the marquis d'Aligre, who luckily
at that time wanted to have a mathematician with him. Parent

made two campaigns with the marquis, whereby he inftructed

himfelf thoroughly in viewing fortified places; and he alfo

drew a number of plans, though he had never learned to draw.

From this time his lite was fpent in a continual application to

the ftudy of natural philofophy, and the mathematics in all its

branches, both fpeculative and practical ; to which he joined

anatomy, botany, and chemiftry, as contained in the lift of
curious arts. He had an activity which devoured every thing,-

and, befidcs, was mediant and indefatigable. M. de Billettes

being admitted into the academy of fciences at Paris in 1699,
with the title of their mechanician, nominated for his difciple

Parent, who excelled chiefly in mechanics. It was foon found
in this fociety, that he engaged in all the various fubjects
which were brought before them, and in fact had a hand in

every thing. But this great extent of knowledge, joined to

a natural impctuofity, raifed in him a particular fpirit of con-

tradiction, which he indulged upon all occafions; fometimes
to a degree of precipitancy, and often with too little regard to

decency. It is true, that the fame behaviour was fhewn to him,
and the papers which he brought to the academy were treated

with feverity enough. He was charged with obfcurity in his

productions ; and indeed the fault was fo notorious, that he

perceived it himfelf, and could not avoid correcting it.

The king having, by a regulation in 1716, fupprefled the

clafs of fcholars of the academy, which feemed to put too great
an inequality betwixt the members, Parent was made a joint or
alliftant member for geometry : but he enjoyed this promotion
only a ihort time, being taken off by the fmall-pox the fame

year,
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year, aejed fifty [~
K
]-

He was author of a great mafiy pieces,

chiefly on mechanics and geometry.
PARFA IT 'FRANCOIS , an hiftorian of the French drama;

was born of an ancient family in 1698: In confequence of a

ftrong theatrical tafte, he very much atTbciated with aftors and

dramatic authors
;
but his manners were fucli as to be pleafmg

in all companies. He was lively, unaffe<5ted> agreeable, and
ftored with literary anecdotes, which he made more pleafant by
his mode of relating. He died in 1/53, at the age of fifty-

five. His works relate entirely to theatrical fubje&s. They
are, I.

" A general Hiftory of the French theatre, from its

origin to the prefent Time,'' 15 vols. I2mo. He was aflifted

in this work by his brother Claude. 2. "Memoirs for the Hiftory
of the Theatre de la Foire," 2 vols. I2mo. 3.

"
Hiftory of the

old Italian theatre/' at Paris, 1753, I2mo. 4.
" A theatrical

Dictionary,"
~
vols. i2mo. A dull and ill-digefted compilation.

He left alfo a hiftory of the Opera, in manufcript, with two
dramatic pieces, a tragedy, and a ballet, which were never

acted, and did not much delerve it.

PARIS (MATTHEW., an Englifh hiftorian, was a Bene-

dicline monk of the congregation of Clugny, in the monaf-

tery of St. Alban's ;
and Hourifhed in the thirteenth century.

He was an univerfal A:holar; underftood, and had a good tafte

both in painting and architecture. He was alfo a mathema-

tician, a poet, an orator, a divine, an hiftorian; and what
is ftill more, and greater than all the reit, he was a man
of diftinguifhed probity. Such rare accorr.plifhments and

qualities as thefe, did not fail to place him very high in

the efteeni of his contemporaries: and it is no wonder, that

we find him employed in reforming fome monafteries, vifiting

others, and eftabliihing the monaftic difcipline- in all. He
reproved vice without diftinclion of perfons, and did not even

fpare the Englim court itfelf : at the fame time he fhewed a

hearty affection for his country, in maintaining its privileges

againft the encroachments of the pope, his creatures, and

officers, who plied all their engines to deftroy and abolifh them.
Or this we have a clear, though unwilling, evidence in Ba-

ronius, who obferves, that this author remonftrated with too

lharp and bitter a fpirit againft the court of Rome; and that,

except in this particular only, his hiftory was an incomparable
work [L]. Baronius fpeaks here of his hiftory, entitled,

" Hif-
toria Major," confifting of two parts : The firft, from the

creation of the world to William the Conqueror ;
the fecond,

from that king's reign to 1250: which being the year of jubilee,

[K] Hift. ds TAcademle des Sciences, federa, quivis pofcrit facile intelligere, n'fi

1716. Niceron, torn. ii. probra ilia fuerint additamenta ejus, jai

[L] Baronius's words are,
" Quam edidit

5 quae fi quis demat, uureum aix-
fiterit anirno infcnfilfiaio in apoftolicim eris commentarium."

VOL, XII. C he
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he rimmed his work with a Latin ftanza in rhime [M]. He
carried on this hiftory afterwards to the year of his death in

1259. Riflianger, a monk of the monaftery of St. Alban's,
continued it to 1272 or 1273, the year of the death of Henry
III. Paris made an abridgement of his own work, which he

named, '/ Hiftoria Minor." He alfo publifhed fome other

pieces, an account of which may be feen in Bale and Pits.

PARIS (FRANCIS), a man more famous after his death than

during his life, by the miracles fuppofed to be performed at

his tomb. He is generally known by the name of the abbe

Paris, and his pretended miracles have ferved to furnifh fome
Deifts with an argument againft the real miracles of the

Gofpel. He was the fon of a counfellor in parliament, and
would never have been mentioned in hiftory or biography, but

for the fuperftitious farce that was played off at the place of
his burial. Paris had the profped, if he had chofen it, of

fucceeding to his father's appointment, but he chofe rather to

become an ecclefiaftic, and he became a very zealous one. He
gave up all his pofleffions to his brother, refufed prefer-
ment intended for him by the cardinal de Noailles, devoted

himfelf entirely to retirement, and made ftockings for his own
fupport , and for the affiftance of the poor. He died, perhaps
in confequence of his rigorous mode of life, May i, 1727, at

the age of only thirty-feven. His brother raifed a monument
to him in the fmall church-yard of St. Medard, to which the

poor and the pious foon began to flock, and after a time it

was reported that, in confequence of their prayers at that

tomb, fome fick perfons had received cures. As Paris had
been a rigorous Janfenift, this was a fine opportunity for that

fe& to gain credit to their caufe ; the miracles were therefore

multiplied, and a variety of perfons affected the moil iingular
convulfions.

The minds of the people becoming inflamed by thefe extra-

vagances, the court found it necellary to fhut up the church-

yard, which was done on the 27th of January, 1732. On this

occafion, fome profane wit wrote upon the wail of the place,

DE PAR LE Roi, defenfe a Dieu,
De iaire miracles en ce lieu.

The convulfions were continued, for a little while, in private
houfes, but by degrees

the matter fubfided, and the abbe Paris

was forgotten. The diftindtion between miracles exhibited

to ferve a party, attefted only by thofe who are zealous in its

[M] The ftanza runs thus : This work wenttbrough fcvcral editions,

Terminatur hie Matthei after the invention of printing j and in that

Chronka. Jamjubilai ot Zurich, p. 780, is this diftich:

Anni dilpcnfatio, Siltetui meras itudii, Mathei, quietas;

Tempus fpondct rcquici : Ncc vencuca 1 cus, <juse poltera proicret
Dctur ergo quies ci, *U.

Hie et cali folio.
behalf,
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behalf, and miracles performed in the fight of violent unbe-

lievers, and capable of converting them, in fpite of their op-

polite prejudices, is too ftriking to be overlooked by any but

thofe who are defirous of drawing a falfe and impious parallel.

Paris wrote a few very indifferent books of annotations on the

Epiftles to the Romans, to the Galatians, and the Hebrews ;

but few have ever read them* nor would they have refcued the

author from oblivion, without the aid of other means.

PARKER (MATTHEW), the fecond Proteftant archbifhop
of Canterbury, a man of great merit and learning, was born
at Norwich in 1504, and educated at Corpus Chrilti or Benet-

college, in Cambridge, of which houfe he was firfl bible-

cFerk, or fcholar, and afterwards fellow. He was fo confpi-
cuous for learning, that he was among other eminent Icholars

invited by cardinal Wolfey to Oxford, to furniih and adorn his

new magnificent foundation. This invitation he did not choofe

to accept ; but, reiiding in his own college, purfued his ftudies

with the greafeft application for five or fix years. In this time,

having read over the fathers and councils, and acquired a com-

plete knowledge of divinity, he became a licenfed and frequent

preacher at court, at St. Paul's Crofs, and other public places
and occafions. In 1533, he was made chaplain to queen Anne

Boleyne, who preferred him to the deanery of Stoke; and had
fuch a particular regard for him, and fuch knowledge of his

zeal for the Reformation, that a little before her death, fhe

recommended her daughter Elizabeth to his pious care and in-

ftruclion. He was afterwards chaplain to Henry the Eighth,
and Edward the Sixth. He held feveral livings fucceffively ;

and through the recommendation of Henry the Eighth',
" for

his approved learning, wifdom, and honefty, as well as for his

fingular grace and induftry in bringing up youth in virtue and

learning [N], was chofen mailer of Corpus Chrifti or Benet-

college ; to which he afterwards became a fpecial benefaftor,
and compiled for it a new book of ftatutes. Happening to be
in Norfolk during Ket's rebellion, he had the refolution to go
to the rebels' camp, and to preach to them, exhorting them to

temperance, moderation, and fubmiflion to the king. By
Edward the Sixth he was nominated to the deanery of Lincoln;
and under thefe two princes lived in great reputation and afflu-

ence. But in queen Mary's reign he was deprived of all his

preferments, on account of his being married, as it was pre
tended : but the real caufe was his zeal for the Reformation,
His low circumftances he endured with a cheerful and contented
mind

;
and during his retirement, turned the book of pfalms

into Englifh verfe, and wrote " A Defence of the Marriage
of Prielts."

[N} Appendix to archbifliop Parker's Life, bock i. No. 5.
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Queen Elizabeth's acceflion made a great change in his cir-

cumftances; for he not only became tree from all fear and

danger, but was raifed to the archbifhopricof Canterbury. His

great prudence, courage, conduct, experience, and learning, pe-

culiarly qualified him for this important office, and for carrying
on the work- of reformation with vigour to its perfed eftablifh-

ment. He was confecrated Dec. 17, 1559, in Lambeth chapel,

by Barlow, bifhop of Chichefter; Scory bifhop of Hereford;
Coverdale bifhop of Exeter; and Hodgkin fuffragan bifhop of
Bedford, We choofe to mention this circumftance fo minutely,
becaufe the Romanifts invented a tale afterwards, that he had
been confecrated at the Nag's-head inn or tavern, in Cheapfide.
But this notorious and improbable falfehood has been fully
confuted by Mafon To], by Bramhall [p], and by Courayer [ojj,
and indeed is given up by many Catholics, fo that to believe it

now, requires more than even Popilh credulity. Being thus

conftituted primate and metropolitan of the church of England,
he took care to have the fees filled with learned and worthy
men ; and foon after performed the metropolitical vifitation of
his whole province. Though his means at this time could be

but very (lender, as he had been flripped for fome years pafl of
all his revenues, and expences rather than profits had yt
accrued from his new preferment ; yet fuch was his liberal

and generous difpofition, that he frankly remitted to his

whole clergy thofe fees, that, under the title of procurations,
are generally and juftly at fuch times demanded [R]., He en-

couraged them alfo to the conftant and diligent execution of
their duty, in inftruding the people committed to their charge,

by his own example: for, as his important and public affairs

would permit, he preached fometimes in his own cathedral,
and at other times in the towns and villages abroad

;
con-

tinuing conftant in this practice, though labouring under

many infirmities, the attendants of old age. He folicited the

queen to remove crucifixes, lighted tapers, and images, out of

churches, and particularly out of her own chapel. One of
his main defigns was to introduce uniformity both in habits and
ceremonies ; but he met with great oppofition from the earl of
Leicefter and other courtiers, and from the whole body of

Puritans, who have feverely reviled him on that account.

Being arrived at his fevemy-fecond year, he died May 17,

1575, having filled the fee of Canterbury above fifteen years.
PARKLR SA v. i; E L), a temporizing Engiiih clergyman, who,

by means of that quality, and the advantage of excellent parts

[o] Vindication of the church of Eng-
land concerning the Confecration and Ordi- [Q_]

Defence of the Validity ofEnglifh.
nation of Biihops. 1613, Ordinations, 1728, 3 vols. 8vo.

[p] Confccration cf Protcftant B;lhop [J Abl. Rcdivivus, p. 5x8.

ami
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and confiderable learning, raifed himfelf to the bifhopric of

Oxford, was born in Sept. 1640, at Northampton, where his

father, John Parker, then praclifed the law. John had been,

bred to that profeflion, in one of the Temples at London

[s] ; and, Tiding afterwards againft the king, was preferred to

be amember of the high court of juftice in 1649, where he

gave fentence againft the three lords, Capel, Holland, and

Hamilton, who were beheaded. During Oliver's ufurpation,
he was made an affiftant committee-man for his county. In

1650, he publifhed a book in defence of the new government

[TJ, as a commonwealth, without a 4cing or houfe of lords.

In June, 1655, when Cromwell was declared proteclor, he

was appointed one of the commillioners for removing obftruc-

tions at Worcefter-houfe in the Strand, near London, and was
fworn ferjeant at law next day. In Jan. 1659, he was ap-

pointed by the Rump-parliament one of the barons of the

Exchequer; but, upon a complaint againft him, was foon after

difplaced. However, lie was again made regularly ferjeant at

law, by the recommendation of chancellor Hyde, at the firft

call after the return of Charles II.

In the mean time, he took care to have his fon Samuel, the

fubjecl of the prefent article, educated among the Puritans at

Northampton ; whence, when prepared for the univerfity, he
was fent to Wadham-college in Oxford, and admitted, in 1659,
under a Prefbyterian tutor. Here, according to his former

breeding, he led a ftrict and religious life, entered into a weekly
fociety, then called the Gruellers [u], who fafted and prayed,
and met at a houfe in Holywell, where he was fo zealous and
conftant an attendant upon prayers, fermons, and facraments*
that he was efteemed one of the moft valuable young men in the

imiverfity. He took the degree of B. A. Feb. 2H, 1660. Upon
the Reftoration, he hefitated a little what fide to take

; but,

continuing to talk publicly againft Epifcopacy, he was much,
difcoimtehanced by the new warden, Dr. Bland tord. Upon this

he removed to Trinity-college, where, by the prevailing advice

of Dr. Ralph Ruthwell, then a ienior fellow of that fociety,
he was refctied from the prejudices of an unhappy education,
which he afterwards publicly avowed in print [xj, Hence he

[s] Wood's Ath. Oxon. unira fortior ;" and to conclude,
" Coni

[rj The title of it is, "The Govern- cordia parvse res crei'cunt, difcordia dila-

ment of the People of England precedent buntur."

and prefcnt ;" the fame, "Ad fubfcri- [u] Beciufe their chief diet was water
bentes confirmandum, dubifantes infor- gruel; ativl it was obi'-.tvcd th.it he put
mandum, opponentes conveniendum j" and more graves in his porridge than all the

ihcaf of arrows, with this device,
" Vis
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became a zealous Anti-puritan, and for many years acted the

part of what was then called a true fon of the church. In
this temper, having proceeded M. A. in 1663, he entered into

orders, reforted frequently to London, and became chaplain tq

a nobleman ; continuing to difplay his wit againit his old

friends the Prefbyterians, Independents, &c.

In 1665, he published
"

Philofophical EfTays," and was
eledled a member of the Royal Society : but he made a further

ufe of thefe Eilays, by dedicating them to Sheldon archbifhop
of Canterbury, who became his patron; and in 1667 made
him his chaplain. Being thus put into the road to preferment,
he left Oxford, and refided at Lambeth, under the eye of his

patron; who, in 1670, collated him to the archdeaconry of

Canterbury, in the room of Dr. Sancroft, afterwards arch-

bifhop. In Nov. the fame year, putting himfelf in the train

of William prince of Orange^ who vilited Cambridge, he had

the degree of D. D. conferred upon him there. In Nov. 1672,
he was inftalled prebendary of Canterbury; and had the rec-

tories of Ickham and Chatham in Kent, conferred upon him

by the archbifhop about the fame time. As he maintained an
unreferved obfequicufnefs to the court, during the reign of
Charles II. fo upon the accefllon of his brother to the throne,
he continued in the fame fervile complaifance ;

and it was not

long before he reaped the fruits of it in the biftiopric of Oxford,
to which he was nominated by James II. on the death of Dr.
Fell in 1686, being allowed to hold the archdeaconry of Can-

terbury in commendam. He was alfo made a privy counfelior

fv], and conftituted, by a royal mandamus, prelident of Mag-
Galen-college in Oxford [z].

But jhefe favours were the price of his religion, which he
did not fcruple to offer 'up as a willing facrifice to his ambition.

In this new change, he became one of the Romifh mercenaries,

proftituting his pen in defence of tranfubitantiation, and the

worfhip of faints and images. The Papifts, it is certain,
made fure of him as a profelyte ; one of whom tells us, that

he even propofed in council, whether it was not expedient, that

at lead one college in Oxford mould be allowed to be Catholics,
that they might not be forced to be at fuch charges, by going
beyond the feas to fludy. In the fame fpirit, having invited

two Popifh noblemen, with a third of the church of England,
to an entertainment, he drank the king's health, wiihing a

happy fuccefs to all his affairs
; adding, that the religion of the

[v] Rapin's Hiftory of England, vol. ii. the crown, in a pamphlet, entitled,
" An

folio edition. impartial relation of the whole proceeding,

[z] See an account of the whole pro- fee. in 1688," 410, and in the general

ceedingsin this important affair, which was Hiitories ol" England,"
the principal ftcp to kiag Jama's lols or"

Protcftants
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Proteftants in England feemed to him to be in no better a con-

dition than that of Buda was before it was taken, and that they

were next to Atheifts who defended that faith [A]. So very
notorious was his conduct, that the cooler heads among the

Romanics condemned it as too hot and hafty. For inftance,

father Peter, a Jefuit, and privy-counfellor to king James, in

a letter to father la Chaife, confeiTor to Louis XIV. writes

thus :
" The bifhop of Oxford has not yet declared himfelf

openly; the great obftacle is his wife, whom he cannot rid

himfelf of; his defign being to continue a bifhop, and only

change communion, as it is not doubted but the king will

permit, and our holy father confirm ; though I don't fee how
he can be farther ufeful to us in the religion he is in, becaufe

he is fufpe&ed, and of no efteem among the heretics of the

Englim church : nor do I fee that the example of his conver-

fion is like to draw many others after him, becaufe he declared

himfelf fo fuddenly. If he had believed my counfel, which
was to temporize for fome longer time, he would have done

better, but it is his temper, or rather zeal that hurried him on
to it[B]."

Accordingly we find his authority in his diocefe to have been

fo very infignificant, that when he airembled his clergy, and
defired them to fubfcribe an " Addrefs of Thanks to the King
for his Declaration of Liberty of Confcience," they rejected
it with fuch unanimity, that he got but one clergyman to concur
with him in it [c]. The fat is too notorious to be denied

D]. But the general character, given him by the fame writer,

will be read, as all of his drawing are, with a proper referve

and caution, when he reprefents him to be a man of no judge-
ment, and of as little virtue

;
and as to religion, rather impious;

that he was covetous and ambitious, and feemed to have no other

fenfe of religion but as a political intereft, and a fubjedl of

party and faction. He feldom came to prayers, or to any
exercifes of devotion; and was fo lifted up with pride, that he

grew infufferable to all that came near him. No doubt, the ill

fuccefs he met with, in pufhing on the defign to introduce

Popery, ruined him, as well as his royal mafter; the latter

lofmg thereby his crown, and the bifhop his life: for, falling
into contempt with all good men, trouble of mind threw him
into a diftemper, of which he died unlamented TE], at Mag-
dalen-college, March 20, 1687. After all, however, it is

[A] Rapin, Echard, under the reign of vol. ii.

king James. [D] See Complete Hiftory of England,
[BJ Third collection of papers relating vol. iii. edit. 1719, p. 490, note [cj.

to the prefent juncture of affairs in Eng- [E] Dr. Wm. Nichols's Defence of the
land. London, 1689,410, p.

10. Church of England, edit. 1715, p. 169.
c] Burnet's Hi&oryof his own Times,
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certain that he fent a " Difcourfe" to James, perfuading. him
to embrace the Proteftant religion, with a " Letter" to the

fame purpofe, which was printed at London in 1690, 4to.

He wrote fevcral other pieces F], in all which, Bnrnet

allows, there was an entertaining livelinefs ; though at the

fame time he accompanies that favourable opinion, as his

manner was, with a " but it was neither grave nor correc~l."

Yet Dr. Nichols's remark cannot be difputed, and may be ex-

tended to the prefent time,
" that he has but few readers

at this day;" and Swift obferves, that Marvell's remarks on
Parker continued to be read, when the book which occa-

jioned them was long ago fujik. He left a fon of his own
name, who was an excellent fcholar, and a man of fmgular

.modefty. He never took the oaths after the Revolution. He
married a bookfellers daughter at Oxford, where he refided

with a numerous family of children ; to fupport which he

publifhed fome books, mentioned below [G], with a modeft
" Vindication"

[F] The titles of thefe, bcfides what
hae been already mentioned, are as fol-

Jow. 1.
" Tentarnina phyfico-theologica

de Deo, &c." lib. ii. 1665, 410. An ac-
"

count of it is in Phil. Tranf. No. 18. It

was anfwered in a book, entitled,
" Or"

the Bulk and Seividge of the World, by
N. Fairfax." 2. " A free and impartial'
Cenfure of the Platonic Phiioiophy : To
which is added., An Account of the N'ature

and Extent of the Divine Dominion and

Goodnefs, as they refer to the OrL

Hypothecs, concerning the prc-ex:
of Souls," 1666, 4'o, 1667, 8vo. This
laft was cenfuud in a piece, entitled,

." Deus Juftincatus, or the Divine Good-
nefs vindicated a::d cleared, againll the

Aflertions of ab: . .conditionate

Reprobation." 3.
" A Difcourfe of Ec-

..lical Polity, &c. 1669, and 1679,"
Svo. To which an anfwer came out,
<: Infolence and Impudence triumphant,
&c. 1669;" and anorhvr,

" Truth and
Innoce.-ice vindicated, being pubiifhed, &c.

by Dr. John Owen." 4.
" A Defence

and Continuation of Eccleliaft'.cal Polity,

(againft Dr. Ow i'>7i," Svo.

5.
" Toleraiion JifulTed, &c. 1670," 410

6. "
.- ,M (I ot'bhhpp

Brain]

from the fanatic charge of P
This was prefixed to a " Trc- :

frid biihop, written in his own d<

iCjz, Svo. A droll cenfure of th ;

.

being publilhed by Andrew MarvclJ, in a

b.ook, entitled, 'i he Rihtarfal tnnf-
&c." our au;hor, in (lie fame hu-

morous tafte, wrote " A Reproof to the

Rehcarfal tvanfpofed, 16, \Vood

.it, rinding himfelf beaten in

this cudgelling way, his high fpirit was

abated for everafter,and though Marvell re-

plied to his "
Reproof," y; t he judged it

more prudent to lay down ih<: cudgels.
It put him upon a more fober, ferious, and

y. 8. "
Difpu-

es cic Deo, ct providcntia divina, ccc.

i. e. An'philofophorum ulli, et quinam
Athci fuerant, &c. 1678," 4to. See a

<Ji:ir-;cter of this book, and the autlu.r, in

Dr. Henry More ;
s
" Prasfatio gcneraiif.

fima," prefixed to the fiift volume of his

philofophical works, 1679, folio. In this

piece Parker cenfurrd fome principles of

the Cartelian philofophy, as groiMy athe-

.
9.

" A - Di-

vine Authority of the Law of N:itu:c, and

of the Chriftian religion, in two parfs,

l6Si," 4:0. ic. " The Cafe of the

Church ofEngland briefly Hated,&c. 1681,"
8vo. 1 1.

" An Account of the Govern-

pf the Chriftian Ch.urch.in the fiift fix hun-
ilred \\yrs, &c. ll 12. "Re-
ligion and Ixiyalty, &c. 1684." 13."

Religion nr.d Loyalty, fcv.-md pa. t, 1685,"
. 8yo. '] h.:le wcie both \\riiten in fupport
of that courtly dodtrine of non-relilLnoc

a:id ,' .

.51 e, i.
'" An Engli/h Tranf-

iatior, de finibus, 1702," Svo.

In th. iias fome animadvcrfiona

; concerning hun;

cier'tan.jir,^. i.
" An Abridgement of I he

EccleJliftk Hiftories of Eufcbius, Socrates,

Soswneo.
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" Vindication" of his father. One of the fons of this Parker

was, till very ht;--ly, a bookfeller at Oxford, where he died at

a great ;:

KINSON (JOHN). Of this ingenious Englifh boranift,
one of the firft and moil induftrious cultivators of that fcience

among us, the memorials that remain are very fcanty. He
was born in 1567, was bred an apothecary, and refided in

London. He rofe to fuch reputation in his profeflion as to be

appointed apothecary to king James I. and, on the publication
of his " Theatre of Plants," he obtained from the unfortunate

fuccelTor of that prince, the title of Bctamciis Regis prinuirius.
The time of his death cannot be exactly afcertained, but, as

his Herbal was published in 164.0, and it appears that lv

living at that time, he muft have attained his 73d year [H].
Parkinfon's firft publication was, his i.

" Panuiiii in Sole
Paradifus terreftris, or, a garden of all foits of pleafant flowers,
which our Engliili ayre will permit to be nurfed up: with a

kitchen-garden of all manner of herbes, roots, and fruits, for

meat or faufe, &c. c. Collected by John Parkinfon, apo-
thecary, of London, 1629," folio, 612 pages. In this work
the plants are arranged without anv >rder: nearly rcco

plants are feparatelv defcribed, of which 780 are figured on

129 tables, which appear to have been cut t-xprefsly for this

work. Parkinfon was, it is conceived, the fidt Englifh author
who feparately delcribed and figured the fubiects of the fu

garden ;
and this book is therefore a valuable curioli 1

hibiting a complete view of the extent of the Engliih g:
at the beginning of the hit century. It may, perhaps, be ne-

ceflary to inform the reader, that Paradifus in Sole, is meant
to exprefs the author's name, Pork-in-jun, 2. In 1640 he

published his " Theatrum Botanicum; or Theatre of Plants,
or an Herbal of a large extent: containing therein, a more
ample and exact hiltory and declaration of the phyiical herbs
and plants that are in other authors, &c. c.'' London, folio,

1746 pages. This work had been the labour of the author's

lire, and he tells us that, owing to " the difaftrous times," and
other impediments, the printing of it was long retarded. Dr.

Pultney is of opinion that, allowing for the defects common
to the age, Parkinfon will appear

" more of an original author
than Gerard or Johnfon, independent of the advantages he
might derive from being y > them. His theatre was

Sozomen, and Thecxioret, 1729-" 3- Chrifto patris Samuelis Purksri epifcspi de" B;h!:otheca Biblxa, or a C :r:Fum libri
on the iive Books of M Svo. Or" which tw3
chiefly from the fathers, in 4^0. Hr- .i 'were aftenvards pub-
publi(hed SLatin ir, ;.r, iiihed.

containing ths hiilory cf hii own tinm, [H] Pultney's Sketches of the Progrefs
under this title,

" i\.vcrendi'a<imodumin of Botany, vol. i. p. 133.

carried
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carried on through a long feries of years, and he profited by the

works of fome late authors, which Johnfon, though they were

equally in his power, had negkcled to ufe. Parkinfon'sdefcrip-
tions, in many inftances, appear to be new. He is more parti-
cular in pointing out the places of growth. Johnfon had defcribed

about 2850 plants, Parkinfon has near 3800. Thefe accumula-

tions rendered the Theatrum Botanicum, the moft copious book
on the fubjecl in the Englifh language ;

and it may be prefumed,
that it gained equally the approbation of medical people, and
of all thofe who were curious and inquifitive in this kind of

knowledge."
PARMENIDES of Elaca, a Greek philofopher, who flou-

riflied in the eighty-fixth Olympiad, about the year 436 before

Chrift. His opinion was, that the earth is round, and placed
in the centre of the folar fyftem. He admitted two elements,
fire and earth. He held, that the firft generation of man
was made by the power of the fun, which he maintained

to be both cold and hot, thefe being the two principles
of all things. He taught that the foul and the mind are the

fame thing ;
and that there are two kinds of philofophy, one

founded upon truth, the other confifting of opinions only.
He put his philofophy into verfe[i]j. Plato wrote a dialogue,
which he named,

"
Parmenides, or concerning Ideas;" wherein

he makes thefe ideas to be the real effence of truth ;
whence we

may form fome conjecture concerning our author's philofophy,
and that it was of the ideal kind. We muft take care not to

confound him with Parmenides the rhetorician.

PARMEGIANO. See MAZZUOLI.
PARMENTIER (JEAN, or JEHAN), was an author and a

poet among the French, whofe works are now fcarce, as well

as obfolete. He was originally a merchant at Dieppe, where

he was born in 1494, and became famous by means of his

voyages, and his tafte for the fciences. He died in the ifland of

Sumatra, A. D. 1530, being then only thirty-fix. The collec-

tion of his verfes in 4to, printed in 1531, has the following title,
"

Description nouvelle des Dignites de ce Monde, et de la

Dignite de 1'homme, compofee en rithme Fran^oife et en

maniere d'exhortation, par Jean Parmentier : avec plufieur
chants Royaulx, et une Moralitc a 1'Honneurde la Vierge, mife

par perfonaiges ; plus la deploration fur la mort dudit Parmen-
tier et fon frere, compofee par Pierre Grignon." This book is

very rare. Grignon, who published it, was Parmentier's parti-
cular friend, and thus fpeaks of him: " From the year 15^2,
he had applied to the practice of cofmography, on the great

[i]
w> have fome fragments of this philofopher collected by Henry Stephens, under

this, licit,
' De pocli Philofophica, Of philofophic poely."

fluctuations
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flu&uations of the fea
;
he became very profound in aftrology ;

he compofed feveral maps, fpherical and plain, which have

been ufed with fuccefs in navigation. He was a man worthy
to be known by all the learned

;
and capable, if he had lived,

of doing honour to his country by great enterprifes. He was

the firft pilot who conducted veHels to the Bralils, and the firft

Frenchman who difcovered the Indies, as far as the ifland Sa-

mothra, or Sumatra, named Taprobane by the ancients. He
reckoned alfo upon going to the Moluccas ;

and he has told me
feveral times, that, when he mould return to France, his in-

tention was to fjek a paflage to the North, and to make difco-

veries from thence to the South." Another work by him is

entitled,
" Moralites tres-excellens en 1'honneur de la ben jjfte

Vierge Marie
;
mife en rime Frar^oife et en perfonnaiges, par

Jehan Parmeritier," Paris, 4to, 1531, black letter. 'Ihisaifo

is extremely fcarce.

PARNELL ('THOMAS), a well-known poet, contemporary
Teith Pope and his friends, was born in Dublin in 1679, and

received tht firft rudiments of his education in that city [K],
When he was only thirteen years old, he was admitted a mem-
ber of Trinity-college, Dublin, which, as the ftudeuts entered

there are required to have a good knowledge of Latin, and fome of

Greek, has been juftly confidered as a proof of early proficiency.
He was admitted to the degree of matter of arts in 1700, unJ in

the fame year ordained a deacon by Dr. King, bifhop of Derry,
having obtained a difpenfation, as being under the canonical

age. About three years afterwards, he was made a prieft by
the fame bifhop ;

and about the fame time he married mifs

Anne Minchin, a young lady of great beauty and merit, upon
whom he wrote the fong beginning,

" My days have been fo

wondrous free." Parnell firft vifited England about the year

1706, where his friendship was very generally fought, even
before he had diftinguimed himfelf by his writings. He was
bred a whig, but afterwards joined the tory party, probably by
the perfuafion of Swift, who introduced him to Harley, with

flrong recommendations. His fodety, and his clailical erudi-

tion, procured him aclmiilion into the Scriblerus club, formed

by Pope, Gay, Arbuthnot, Swift, and Jervas ; as members of
of which, they produced in concert feveral whimfical and witty

compofitions. Pope was particularly fond ot his company,
and appears to have been under fome obligations to him in his

tranflation of the Iliad. The life of Homer, prefixed to the

tranflation, was written by Parnell, and corrected by Pope ;

but the latter complains much, in one of his letters, of the ftiffhefs

of the ftyle, and the difficulty he had in making it better.

[K] Aadcrfoo's Life of Parnell, Biitifb poets, vol. vii.

Parnell
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Parnell appears to have taken delight in writing. He was?

one of the contributors to the Spectator and Guardian, and

probably both publifhed more than he owned, and wrote more
than he publiftied. He alfo cultivated the talent of preaching
with fuccefs ; but the death of queen Anne diminifhing his

hopes of preferment, appears alfo to have flackened his dili-

gence In this duty. Amidft his expectations, he had the afflic-

tion to lofe his wife, by whom he had two fons who died"

young, and a daughter who was living in 1770. This hap-

pened in 1712, and it was not till 1713, that he obtained ar

prebend from archbifhop King, at the folicitation of his friend
7

Swift ; the vicarage of Finglafs, in the diocefe of Dublin,'
worth 400!. a year, was added in 1716. His grief for the lofs

of" his wife appears, however, to have driven him to feek relief

in fociety, and brought on habits of intemperance which proved
fatal to him before his thirty-ninth year. He died at Chcfter,-

in his way to Ireland, in July, 1717, and was buried in Tri-

nity-church in that city. As he died without male iHue, his

hereditary eftates in Ireland, and in Chefhire, devolved to his

only nephew, fir John Parnell, bart.

The whole poetical life of Parnell, from the time when he

began to publiih, may be comprifed within ten years ; but he left

many compofitions behind him, from which Pope felefted thofe

which he thought be(r, and published them in 1721, in one vol,

8vo, with a beautiful, and highly commendatory poetical epiflle to

the earl ofOxford. A pofthumous volume was printed at Dublin;
in 1758-, and both thefe united, with feveral additional poems,
collected by Mr. Nichols, were printed in the London collection

of the Englim poets; and reprinted in the Britifh poet?, pub-
limed at Edinburgh, in 1795. Parnell was a man of great
benevolence, and very agreeable manners. His converfation is

faid to have been extremely pk-aHng; but in what the peculiar
charm of it confifted, has not been recorded. His profe writ-

ings are, his papers in the Spectator and Guardian
;

his Eflay
on Homer, Life of Zoilus, and remarks on Zoilus. In ge-
neral, they have been thought to difplay no great degree of

force or comprehenfion of mind; but they are rich in imagi-
nation, and full of learning, good fenfe, and knowledge of
mankind. As a poet, he is not diftinguimed by llreng'th of

intellect, or fertility of invention. His tafle was delicate, and

improved by claffical ftudy, but his admiration of the ancients

in fome degree preclr inality. His thoughts without

being very new, are jult and pleufmg; the images, though not

great, well felccted and happily applied ;
his fentiments are

natural and agreeable. 1 he moral tendency of his poems is

excellent, and his language pure and correct. The moft po-
pular of them has always been his Hermit, which is certainly

confpicuous
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confpicuous for piety of defign, utility of moral, and elegance
of defcription.
PARR (CATHERINE), queen to Henry VIII. celebrated for

her learning [L], whofe perfections, though a widow, attracted

the heart of this monarch, and whofe prudence preferved her
from the effe&s of his cruelty and caprice, was the daughter
of fir Thomas Parr. She was early educated in polite lite-

rature, as was the falhion of noble women at that time in

England, and in her riper years was much given to reading
and ftudying the Holy Scriptures. Several learned men were
retained as her chaplains, who preached to her every day in

her privy chamber, and often touched fuch abufes as were
common in the church. The king approved of this prac-
tice, and often permitted her to confer with him on reli-

gious fubjects. But when difeafe and confinement added to
his natural impatience of contradiction, and when in the

prefence of Winchefter and others of that faction me had
been urging her old topic of perfecting the Reformation, the

king broke out into this expreflion after me was retired,
" A

good hearing it is, when women become fuch clerks! and a

thing- much to my comfort, to come in mine old age to be

taught by my wife !" Winchefter failed not to improve the

opportunity to aggravate the queen's infolence, to infmuate the

danger of cherifhing fuch a ferpent in his bofom, and to accufe
her of treafon cloaked with herefy; and the king was prevailed

upon to give a warrant to draw up articles to touch her life.

The day and hour was appointed, when ihe was to be feized :

but the defign being accidentally difcovered to her, me waited

upon the king, who received her kindly, and purpofely began
a difcourfe about religion. She anfwered,

" That women by
their creation at firfl were made fubject to men

; that they,

being made after the image of God, as the women were after

their image, ou^ht to inffrucl their wives, who were to learn

of them : and fhe much more was to be taught of his majefty,
who was a prince of fuch excellent learning and wifdom."
" Not fo, by St. Mary," faid the king,

"
you are become a

doctor, Kate, able to inftrut us; and not to be inftructed by
us/' To which fhe repiied,

" that it feemed he had much
miftaken her freedom in arguing with him, fince fhe did it to

engage him in difcourfe, to amufe this painful time of his

infirmity, and that fhe might receive profit by his learned dif-

courfe ; in which laft point fhe had not miffed of her aim, always
referring herfelf in thefe matters, as fhe ought to do, to his

majefty." "And is it even fo, fvveetheartr" faid the king," then we are perfect friends again/'

[L] Walpole's Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors.

The
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The day which had been appointed for carrying her to the

Tower being fine, the king took a walk in the garden, and

fent for the queen. As they were together, the lord chancellor,
who was ignorant of the reconciliation, came with the guards.
The king Itepped afide to him, and after a little difcourfe, was
heard to call him " Knave, aye, errant knave, a fool, and

beaft ;
and bid him prefently avant out of his fight." The

queen, not knowing on what errand they came, endeavoured

with gentle words to qualify the king's anger.
" Ah ! poor

foul," faid the king,
" thou little knoweft how ill he deferves

this at thy hands: on my word, fweetheart, he hath been toward

thee an errant knave; and fo let him go." The king, as a

mark of his affection, left her a legacy of 4000!. betides her

jointure. She was afterwards married to fir Thomas Seymour,
lord-admiral of England, and uncle to Edward VI. She lived

but a very fhort time, and unhappily, with this gentleman.
She died in child-bed

; though, as fonie writers obferve, not

without a fufpicion of poifon.
Her majefty wrote,

"
Queen Catherine Parr's Lamentation

of a Sinmr, bewailing the Ignorance of her blind life." This
was a contrite meditation on the years fhe had pafTed in Popery,
in fafts and pilgrimages ; and, being found among her papers
after her death, was publifhed with a preface by the great lord

Burleigh, in 1548, 8vo. In her life (he publifhed a volume of

pfalms, prayers, and pious difcourfes, of which this was the

title: "
Prayers or Meditations, wherein the Mind is ftirred pa-

tiently to fuffer all Afflictions here, and to fet at nought the vain

profperitie of this Worlde, and always to long for the ever-

lafting Felicitee. I545>" I2mo. Several letters of this queen's
are preferved in Strype's Annals [M]," in "

Haynes's Collection

of State Papers," in the " Afhmolean Collection," and in the

library of C. C. C. Cambridge.
PARRHASIUS, a celebrated painter of Ephefus, or, ac-

cording to others, of Athens: he flourifhed in the time of

Socrates, as we learn from Xenophon, who has introduced

him in a dialogue, difcourfing with that philofopher. He was
one of the moft excellent painters in his time. Pliny tells us,
that it was he who firft gave fymmetry and juft proportions in

the art ; that he alfo was the firft who knew how to exprefs the

the truth and life of characters, and the different airs of the

face; that he found out a beautiful difpofition of the hair, and

heightened the grace of the vifage. It was allowed even by
the matters in the art, that he bore away from all others the

glory of fucceeding in the outlines, in which confifts the grand
iecret of painting. But the fame author obferves, that Par-

[M] Ballard's Memoirs, fub. art.

rhafius
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rhafius became infupportable by his pride ; and was fo fwelled

with vanity, as to give himfelf the molt flattering epithets ;

fuch as, the tendereft, the fofteft, the grander!., the moil de-

licate, and the perfecter of his art. He boafted, that he was

fprung originally from Apollo, and born to paint the gods ;

and that he had actually drawn Hercules touch by touch, that

hero having often appeared to him in his dreams. When the

plurality
of voices was againft him at Samos, in favour of

JTimanthes, in the opinion of a picture of Ajax provoked

againft the Greeks, for adjudging to Ulyfles the arms of Achilles,
he anfwered a perfon who condoled with him on this affair,
" For my part, I don't trouble myfelf at the fentence

; but I

am forry that the fon of Telamon hath received a greater out-

rage than that which was formerly put upon him fo unjuftly."
./Elian, who relates this ftory, informs us that this painter
affected to wear a crown of gold upon his head, and to carry
in his hand a baton, Itudded with nails of the fame metal.

He worked at his art with pleafantry, for the moft part

finging. He was very licentious and loofe in his pictures ;

and, it is faid, by way of amufement, reprelented the moft
infamous objects. For inftance, his Atalantis, with her fpoafe

Meleager, was of this kind. That piece, however, being
afterwards devifed as a legacy to the emperor Tiberius, upon
condition that, if he was difpleafed with the fubject, he mould
receive a million fefterces inftead of it, the emperor, covetous

as he was, not only preferred the picture to that fum, but even

placed it in his moft favourite apartment. Jt is faid alfo, that,

though Parrhafius was excelled by Timanthes, yet he excelled

Zsuxis. Among hio pictures was a celebrated one of Thefeus;
and another reprefenting Meleager, Hercules, and Perfeus, in

a groupe together ;
as allb /Eneas, with Caitor and Pollux in

a third [N].
PARRHASIUS QANUS), an eminent grammarian in

Italy,
was born at Cofenza in the kingdom of Naples, in 1470. He
was defigned for the law, the profeffion of his ancestors

; but
he refufed that ftudy, and cultivated claflical literature. His
true name was Giovanni Paulo Parifio ; yet, according to
the vvhimfical humour of the grammarians of that age, he
took inftead of it Parrhafius. He taught at Milan with

great reputation, being particularly admired for a graceful

delivery, in which it was that he chiefly excelled other pro-
fellbrs. It was this charm in his voice, which brought a great
concourfe of people to his lectures; and among others he had
the pleafure to fee general Trimoles, who was then threefcorc

[N] Pliny, lib. Jtxxv. QuLntilian, lib. xii. Diodorus, lib. xxvi. Athcnzus, lib.

xii. Vaian. Feiibicn. JarJui Uc pidlura vetctuin.

years
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years old. He went to Rome during the pontificate of Alex-
ander VI. and was like to be involved in the misfortunes of
Bernardini Cajetan, and Silius Savello, with whom he had

fome correfpondence [o] : but he efcaped the danger, by the

information of Thomas Phacdrus, profeifor of rhetoric, and

canon of St.' John Lateran, whofe advice he followed in re-

tiring from Rome. Not long after, he was appointed public

profellbr of rhetoric at Milan
;
but the liberty he took of cen-

furing the teachers in that dutchy as mere blockheads, provoked
them in return to afperfe his morals. They gave out, that he

had a criminal converfe with his fcholars; which crime being
held in juft abhorrence by the Milanefe, he was obliged to leave

Milan. He went to Vicenza, where he obtained a larger

falary; and he held this profeflbrfhip, till the ftates of the

Venetians were laid wafte by the troops of the league [p] :

upon which he withdrew to his native country, having made
his efcape through the army of the enemies. He was at Co-

fenza, when his old friend Phsedrus perfuaded Julius to fend

for him to Rome ; and, though that defign proved abortive by
the death of the pope, yet, by the recommendation of John
Lafcaris, he was called thither under the fucceflbr Leo X.
.Leo was before favourably inclined to him ; and on his arrival

at Rome, appointed him profeilbr of polite literature. He had
been now fome time married to a daughter of Demetrius Chal-

condylas ;
and he took with him to Rome Bafil Chalcondylas,

his wife's brother [o_]> and brother of Demetrius Chalcon-

dylas, profeilbr of Greek at Milan. He did not long enjoy
this employment conferred upon him by the pope: for, being
worn out by his fludies and labours, he became fo cruelly
afflicted with the gout, that for fome years he had no part of
his body free, except his tongue ; having almoft loft the

life of both his legs and both his arms. He laboured befides

uncK-r fo great a degree of poverty, as to put him out of all

;>eing ever in a better fituation
;

fo that he left Rome,
and returned into Calabria, his native country, where he fell

: fever, which tormented him a long while, and at laft

'ed him ofF in the y.

o] ..ils, with the in- iliil.ircn, in a very little compafs of time,
: :u IjAiihed, and ;, laments very,much the loU of Bafil and
their c-..

;.

this pope, under TheophilusCbalcondylas, his two brothers*

a pretence of cor.fpiring to depofe him. ,.!;< , !. i . , di:d young, and

[pj This Tunned in 1504, j
; Their father De-

by pope Julius II. ihc .nii.cror Ch.irles V. ."on th : lurrender-

Co '

. ..-ka in 1453*
: to It.ily, and tauj.it Greek at Rome,

which, having jr.eniionc 1 the lofing or" his Lcln^ one of the fiift rclturirs o{ polite let-

tathcr, i -ad all his ttrs itx the Weft.

He
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He left his library to his friend Seripandus, brother to car-

dinal Jerome Seripandus, who built him a tomb in the convent

of the Auflin friars at Naples. In the dedication of one of his

books, his character is drawn to great advantage by Henry Ste-

phens. The following works are attributed to him: "
Dequas-

litis per Epiftolam;"
" Some Fragments of Antiquity," pub-

limed while he was profeifor at Milan; " A Commentary upon
Horace, De Arte Poetica ;" as alfo another upon

"
Claudian,"

and a third upon
" Ovtd's Ibis;" but thefe two laft are adjudged

from him by Bayle. It is certain, however, that he was the

perfon, who found the " Charifius Sofipater," which was printed

by him at Naples, in 1532. 'Mod of his works are ftill in ma-

mifcript.
PARRY (RICHARD), D. D. re&or of Wichampton in

Dorfetfnire[Rj, 'and preacher at Market-Harborough in Lei-

ceirerfhire, for which latter county he was in the commiffion of

the peace, was a ftudent of Chrift-church, Oxford, and took

the degree of M. A. March 31, 1747 ; B. D. May 25, 1754 ;'

and D. D. July 8, 1757. He was a very learned divine; and
an able, active, magUtrate. He died miferably poor, at Market-

Harborough, April 9, 1780, leaving fcarcely fufficient to defray
the charges of his funeral [Vj. His publications were, i.

" The
Chriftian Sabbath as. old as the Creation, 1753," 410, (he was
then chaplain to lord Vere). 2.

" The Scripture Account of
the Lord's Supper. The Subftance of three Sermons preached
at Market-Harborough, in 1/55, 1756," 8vo. 3.

" The Fig-
tree dried up ; or the Story of that remarkable Tranfa&ion as

it is related by St. Mark confidered in a new light; explained,
and vindicated; in a Letter to efq; 1758,"' 410. 4.
" A Defence of the Lord Bimopof London's [Sherlock] Inter-

pretation of the famous Text in the Book of Job,
' I know that

rny Redeemer livcth,' againft the Exceptions of the Bifhop
of Gloucefter [Warburton], the Examiner of the Bifhop
of London's Principles ; with occafional Remarks on the Ar-

gument of the divine Legation, fo far as this point is concerned
with it, 1760," 8vo. 5.

" Diflertation on Daniel's Prophecy
of the Seventy Weeks," 1762, Svo^ 6. " Remarks on Dr.
Kerinieort's Letter, &c. 1763," 8vo. 7.

" The Cafe between
Gerizim and Ebal, &c. 1764," 8vo. 8. " An Harmony of the

Four Gofpels, fo far as relates to the Hiftory of our Saviour's

Re fur reel; i on, with a Commentary and Notes, 1765," 4to. 9.
" The Genealogy of Jefus Chrilt, in Matthew and Luke, ex-

[R] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, furance-office at Serjeant's-Inn, each of

p. 365. which produced 193!- to his nominee or

[sj It appears from an advertlfement in executor. Thefe numbers, however, were
the news-papers, July 17, 1781, that Dr. probably fecurity for money he had bor.

Parry poflefled three numbers in the Af- rowed, or debts he owed.

VOL. XII. D plained
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plained; and the Jewifli Obje&ions removed, 1771," 8vo. 10,

Dr. Parry wrote one of the anfwers to Dr. Heathcote's pamphlet
on the Leicefterftiire election in 1775 [T].

PARSONS, or PERSONS (Robert), in both which ways
he wrote his name, a remarkable Englifh Jefuit, was the fon of

a blackfmith, at Netherftoway, near Bridgewater in Somerfet-

fhire, where he was born in 1 546 ; and, appearing to be a boy
of extraordinary parts, was taught Latin by the vicar of the

parifh, who conceived a great affedtion fyr him [u], and con-

tributed to his fupport at Oxford, where he was admitted of

Baliol College in 1563. In the univeriity he became remark-

able, as an acute difputant in fcholaftic exercife, then much in

vogue : fo that, having taken his firft degree in arts in 1568, he
was the fame year made probationer fellow of his college ;

and
foon after became the mod famous tutor in the fociety. He
entered into orders foon after, and was made focius facerdos, or

chaplain fellow. In 1572, he proceeded M. A. was burfar that

year, and the next dean of the college ; but, being charged by
the fociety with incontinency, and embezzling the college-

money, to avoid the ihame of a formal expulfion, he was per-

mitted, out of refpecl to his learning, to make a resignation;
which he did in Feb. 1574, with leave to keep his chamber
and pupils as long as he pleafed, and to have his commons alfo

till the enfuing Eafter.

He had till this time openly profefled himfelf a Proteftant, and
was the firft who introduced books of that religion into the

college library: but prefently after this rebuke, quitting Oxford,
he went firft to London, and thence, June 1574, through

Antwerp to Louvain : where, meeting with father William
Good his countryman, a Jefuit, he fpent a week in the fpiritual
exercifes at the college of that order [x], and began to entertain

an affecYion for it. He proceeded, however, to Padua upon his

firft refolution, which was to apply himfelf to phyfic, in order

to praclife it for a fnpport ;
but he had not been long at Padua,

before the unfettled ftate of his mind and fortune excited in hirn

a curiofity to vifit Rome. This vifit fixed him heartily a Jefuit :

for, here meeting with fome Englishmen of the order, he became
fo impatient to be among them, that he went back to Padua,
fettled his affairs there, and returning to Rome, May 1575, was
chofen a member of the fociety of Jefus, and admitted into the

Englifh college.
He was indeed framed by nature, as well as by inclination,

for this fociety, being fierce, turbulent, and bold [YJ ; and he

[rj Britifli Topogr. I. 518. of Roman Treafons."

[uj He was lufpu&ed to be his real [x] Moii Hift. mifiionis Anglicans.
father! and it is faid that Baliol college [YJ Camden : who was his comempo-
had a certificate that he wai a baftard. tary at O*ford.

Foulh's Life of Parfons, in his Hiftory

foon
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foon made a diftinguifhed figure in it. Having completed the

courfe of his fhidies, he became one of the principal penitentia-
ries

;
and was in fuch credit with the pope in 1579, that he

obtained a grant from his holinefs to raife an hofpital at Rome,
founded in queen Mary's time, and to eftablifh it into a college
or feminary for the Englifli, by the name of "

Collegium de

urbe,
:>

dedicated to the Holy Trinity and St. Thomas [aBecket],
where the (Indents were obliged to take the following oath :

"
I N. N. confidering with how great benefits God hath blefTed

me, &c. do promife, by God's afliftance, to enter into holy
orders as foon as I mall be fit, and to return to England to con-
vert my countrymen there, whenever it (hall pleafe the fuperior
of this houfe to command me." He had no fooner feen this

college fettled, and his friend father Allen chofen, by his recom-

mendation, retor of it [z], than he was appointed to go in

quality of fuperior in a million to England, in order to promote
the Romifh religion in that kingdom. Edmund Campian was

joined with him, and other affillants, in this arduous province ;

and they managed matters fo artfully, that, notwithftanding the

time of their departure from Rome, and the whole route of their

journey, and even their pictures had been fent to England before

them, yet they found means by difguife to efcape the ftridleft

fearch that was made, and arrived fate in London.
Here they hired a large houfe, in the name of lord Paget;

and, meeting the heads of their party, opened the defign of their

million : they communicated to them a faculty they brought from
the pope, Gregory XIII. difpenfing with the Romanifts for

obeying queen Elizabeth ; notwithftanding the bull which had
been publifhed by his predeceflbr Pius V. abfolving the queen's

fubjec-ts from their oath of allegiance, and pronouncing an
anathema againft all that (hould obey her [A]. This done, they

difperfed themfelves into different parts of the kingdom; the

mid-land counties being chofen by Parfons, that he might be
near enough to London, to be ready upon all emergencies.

Campiun went into the North, where they had the lead fuccefs.

The harvefl was greateft in Wales. Parfons travelled about the

country to gentlernens houfes, difguifed either in the habit of a

lolditT, a gentleman, a minifter, or an apparitor; and applied
himfelf to the work with fo much diligence, that, by the help of
his alfociates, he entirely broke the cuftom, that had till then

prevailed among the Papifts, of frequenting the Proteftant

churches, and joining in the fervice [B]. And notwithftanding
the oppofition made by the moderate Papifts, who denied the

..
[z] See an account of this father. Ath. " for Treafon, and not for Religion.'*

Oxon. p. in, 112, where thefe Faculties arc

[A] Lord Burleigh's piece, entitled, printed.
<c The lixecution of Juftice in England, [B] Camdert.

D 2 pope's
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pope's depofing power, and fome of whom even took the oath of

allegiance; yet, if we may believe himfelf, every thing was

ready for a general infurre&ion before Chriitmas.

But all his defperate defigns were defeated by the vigilance of

lord Burleigh ;
and Campian being difcovered, feized and im-

prifoned, Parfons, who was then in Kent, immediately crotfed the

water, and went to Rouen in Normandy. He had found means

privately to print feveral books in furtherance of his caulc, while

he was in England: and now being more at eafe, he printed

others, which he likewife procured to be difperfed there

In 1583, he returned to Rome, being fucceeded in his office of

fuperior to the Englifli miffion by a perfon named Heyward.
The management of that miffion, however, was left to him by

Aquaviva, the general of the order ; and he was appointed pre-
fect of it in 1592. In the interim, having procured for the

Englifli feminary before mentioned, at Rome, a power ofchoofing
an Englifli relor in 1586, he was himfelf elected into that office

the following year.

Upon the prodigious preparations in Spain to invade England,
Parfons was difpatched thither, to turn the opportunity of the

prefent temper of that monarch to the beft advantage of his

order, whole enormities had nearly brought them into the inqui-
fition. Parfons found means to elude the feverity of that tri-

bunal ; obtained of the king, that his majefly fhould appoint one

of the judges, and himfelf another, for this inquifuion ;
and

then fet about the main bufmefs of the voyage. While he was
in England, he had laboured to promote the popilh recufancy,
and to bring the Englifli Papifts under the government of the

Jefuits. In the fame fpirit, after he was obliged to quit his

country, he employed all his arts and interelt to get feminaries

creeled for fupplying England from time to time with priefts to

keep up that recufancy, and to prepare the Papifts there to join
with any invalion which thofe abroad fhould procure.

Thus, for inflance, as Mr. Gee remarks [D], he treated with

the duke of Guife to erecl: a feminary for fuch a purpofe in

Normandy; and now he prevailed with Philip II. to erecl fuch

foundations in Spain: fo that in a fhort time they could not

only boaft of their feminaries at Rome and Rhcims, but of thofe

at Valladolid, Seville, and St. Lucar in Spain, at Lifbon in

Portugal, and at Douay and St. Omers in Flanders. In all

thefe, their youth were educated in violent prejudices againft
their country, and their minds formed to all the purpofes that

father Parfons had in his head: one of thefe was, obliging them
to fubfcribe to the title of the Infanta of Spain to the crown of

England : in fupport of which, he publifhed his " Conference

[c] See the lift of his books at the end [D] In his introduction to the Jefaits
f this narrative. memorial.

about
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about the next fucceflion to that crown," in which he declared

the lawfulnefs of depofmg queen Elizabeth. The fecular priefts
likewife inform us, that, after the defeat of his defigns to de-

throne that queen, while he flayed in England, he confulted with
the duke of Guife of France upon the fame fubjet ;

for which

purpofe he endeavoured to make a lift of Catholics, who, under

the conduit of the duke, were to change the ftate of England,

upon pretence of fupporting the title of Mary queen of Scots [E].
After the defeat of the Spanifh armada in 1588, he left no

means in his power untried, to invite that monarch to a fecond

invafion
; and when nothing effectual could be obtained that way,

he endeavoured to raife a rebellion in England, and tampered
with the earl of Derby to appear at the head of it, who was

poifoned, by his procurement, for refufing it [F]. Nor did he

flop here. We find fir Ralph Winwood informing lecretary
Cecil from Paris, in 1602, of an attempt to atlaffinate the

queen that year by another Englifh Jefuit, at the inftigation of

father Parfons [G]. Finding all his projects againft queen Eli-

zabeth blafted, he plotted the exclufion of king James by feveral

means
; one of which was, exciting the people to fet up a

popular form of government, for which he had furnifhed them
with principles in feveral of his books. Another was, to engage
the pope in a defign of making his kinfman the duke of Parma

king of England, by joining with the lady Arabella, and marry-
ing her to the duke's brother, cardinal Farnefe. Cardinal d'Ofl'at

gives the king of France 'a large account of both thefe projects
in one of his letters ;

and in another mentions a third, wherein
himfelf had received overtures from Parfons

;
which was, that

the pope, king of France, and king of Spain, fhould agree

among themfelves upon a fuccefTor for England, who fhould be

a Catholic
;
and that they fliould join their forces to eftabliih

him on the throne [H].
The death of his friend cardinal Allen, however, in 1594,

drew his attention for a while from thefe weighty public affairs

upon his own private concerns. It was chiefly by his intereft,

that the cardinal had obtained the purple f i], and he conceived

great hopes of fucceeding him in it. The dignity was worth
his utmoft endeavours, and he fpared no pains to compafs it.

JefuitsReafons unreasonable, p. 65. the whole body of the
Jefuits, did ever

Gee, as before, p. 51, 52. mortally hate all the favourers or well-,

Winwood's Memorials, vol. i. wifliers to Dr. Lewis, who became after-

OfTit's Letters, part ii. lib. 3. \vardsbifliopofCofTam. Stateof the Eng-
Allen's competitor was Dr. Owen lift fugitives under tiie king of Spain and

Lewis, rector of the Englifh college at his minifters, p. 51. Load. 1596, 410.
Rome. The conteft was very (harp, each Allen wjs chofen July 28, 1587, by the

party labouring with all his power and title of Cardinal of St. Martin in Montibus,
intereft; to carry it againft the other, nor and two years afterwards was made arch-i

without great animoiity : and, after Allen biihop of Mechlin, the metropolis of Bra-
had seen chol'en cardinal, he, together with bant.
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To that purpofe he employed fome Jefuits to obtain in Flanders

a petition to the king of Spain, fubfcribed by great numbers of

the loweft of the people, as well as thofe of better rank and

quality. He applied alfo to that monarch by John Piragues,
one of his prime confidents, but received no anfvver

;
and then

went himfelf to Rome in 1596, under pretence of fettling (bine

quarrels, that had arifen in the Englifh college there during his

abfence. He had the year before been complimented, in a letter

from fome of the principal perfons of his order there, on the

allured profpecT: he had of fucceeding [K] ; and upon his arrival

was vifited, among others of the higheft rank, particularly by
cardinal Bellarmin, who encouraged him to wait upon the pope,
as he did, with an account of the reports that were fpread all

over Flanders, and even at Rome, of his holinefs's defign to

confer the purple upon him, and that the k^ng of Spain hud

written to his holinefs upon the occaiion. Father More, who
furnifhes thefe particulars, tells us further, that Parfons made a

modeft fpeech, as ufual on fuch occafions, intimating that he

feared he was unworthy of fo high an honour: and that tie

pope, being before refolved, gave him for anfwcr, that he had

heard nothing from the Spaniards upon any iuch fubjecl ; that

idle reports were not to be minded
;
that he was very well fatif-

fied with his fervices, and exhorted him to continue in the fame

courfe. The pontiff, it feetns, had received fo many complaints
of him from the fecular clergy [L], that, inftead of bringing
him into the facred college, he had fome thoughts ot ftri;

him of the pofts he already pofTefTed. Infomuch, that to avert

this difgrace, he withdrew on pretence of health to Naples, and
did not return to Rome till after the death of that pope [Clement
VIIL] in 1606 [M].

But this check did not hinder him from exercifing his jurif-

di6lion over the Romanics in England, as prefecl of the Engli(I)
million ; and, after his return to Rome, we find him removing
the arch-prefbyter of England, Blakwell, for taking the oath of

fupremacy to James I. He likewife obtained a brief from
Paul V. to deprive all fuch priefts as fhould t:ike that oath [N].
He continued zealous in the difcharge of this office to the lalt.

Father More has given copies of three letters, one to the million

in England, another to the reftor of $t. Ornery, and the third

to the arch-prefbyter Berkit, fnccefTor to Blak'.yell ;
all dictated

by him, while Jie lay paft recovery in fhe judgment of his phy-

[K] The latt.er was from Monaraus, importer, incendiary, Machiavelian libel-

affiftant general of the Jefuits order, and ler, and the word of villains
;

a

Gibbons; and it is dated February 20, this pope Clement called him a knave.

7699. Ibid. Abboc'i Arstilaff.

[L] It is obferved, that Fitzhcrbert [M] More, as before,

called him an hypocrite; that the reft of [N] Foulis's Hift. of Treafcns, &c.
tiie feculars gave him the titles of ath;iir, p. 531,

Ccians.
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ficians. The laft was finifhed, the I3th of April ; and the fever,

which had feized him on the loth, put a period to his life on the

1 8th, 1610. Pope Paul, as foon as he heard of his illnefs,

indulged him in all the ceremonies ufually granted to cardinals

at the point of death. His body was embalmed and interred,

purfuant to his own requeft, in the chapel of his college at

Rome, clofe to that of cardinal Allen [o]. A monument was

foon after erected to his memory, with an infcription ;
a copy

of which may he feen in Ribadineira's Bibl. Soc. Jef. under the

letter, P.

After perufing this memoir, the reader will not be furprifed

to hear, that father Alegambe gives this colleague a very great
character for piety and integrity ; notwithftanding what is faid

of him by cardinal d'Offat, who, in a letter to the king of

France, giving an account of Parfons's "
Conference," &c.

publiihed
under the name of " Doleman," declares that he was

a man who regarded neither truth nor rcafon. Pafquin alfo at

Rome thus expofed his factious and plotting humour :
" If there

be any man that will buy the kingdom of England, let him

repair to a merchant in a black fquare cap in the city, and he

{hall have a very good pennyworth thereof." To conclude, the

imputation laid upon him by the Englifh fecular Romiih priefts,

as well as the Proteftants, that he was a perfon of a turbulent

and feditious nature, is fufficiently fupported by his numerous

writings, the titles of which are as follow :

[o] So that, as they were united in Guifes, kinfmen to Mary queen of Scots,

their lives, they fhould not be divided after and at length became a cardinal, and

their death. Allen, according to Wood, archbp. of Mechlin. The character given
was born at Roflal in Lancalhire, about of him by Camden is, That he, with R.

1532; fent to Oriel college, Oxford, in Parfons and others, did lie in centinual

1547, of which he was chofen fellow in wait for the deftru&ion of prince and peo-

15505 took, his degree in Arts
;

in 1556, pie of England; and, by exciting both

became principal of St. Mary Hall, and foreigners abroad, and natural fubjefts at

was made canon of York in 1558. Upon home, plotted the reftoration oftheRomifh
the alteration of" religion by queen Eliza- religion to its ancient vigour ;

to which

bcth, he re.ireu in 1 560 to Louvain
;
where end he advifed the fending of Parfons upon

he took pupi:S, and printed a book in the English miffion. Further, that after

defence of purgatory, againft bifhop Jewel, he had put off both his love to his coun-
in 1565. Soon after, he returned to his try, and obedience to his prince, he in-

native air for health, and was very active cenfed the Spaniards and the pope of Rome
both with his pen ana tongue in promoting to afTault England. When the bull of

popery ;
till he was forced to leave Eng- excommunication againft queen Elizabeth,

land, after he had been there about three came forth in 1588, he brought it into the

years. His ririt ftage abroad was in a Low Countries, and caufed it to be printed

monaitery at MechUo, where he was made in Engljfli. He wrote alfo an < Admo-
divinity- reader : but, after a fhort ftay nition to the Engliih, that they ftick to

there, he went to Douay, took the degree the Popu and the Spaniard." Some ac-

ofD.D. and was made canon of the church count of which, as well as other books
of C.irn^.iy. He founded a feminury at written by him, may be feen in " Pitfius

Douay, in 1568; and, being foon after de Illuftrib. Angl. Scriptor," and
" Athen.

made canon of Rheims, he procured an- Oxon."

Other ftminary to be erected there by the

D 4 i. A
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i. " A brief Difcourfe, containing the Reafons why Catho-

lics refufe to go to Church, with a Dedication to Queen Eliza-

beth, under the fictitious name of John Howlct, Dec. 15,

1580." 2. " Reafons for his coming into the Miflion of Eng-
land, &c." by fome afcribed to Campian. 3.

" A brief Cenfure

upon two Books, written againft the Reafons and Proofs."

4.
" A Difcovery of John Nichols, mifreported a Jefuit ;" all

written and printed while the author was in England. 5.
" A

Defence of the Cenfure given upon his two Books, &c. 1583."
6. " De perfecutione Anglicana epiftola, Rome and Ingolftadt,

1582." 7.
" A Chriftian Diredory, 1583." 8. " A^Second

Part of a Chriftian Directory, &c. 1591." Thefe two parts

being printed erroneoufly at London, Parfons published an edi-

tion of them under this title:
" A Chriftian Directory, guiding

men to their Salvation, &c. with- many Corrections and Addi-

tions by the Author himfelf." This book is really an excellent

one, and was afterwards put into modern Englifh by Dr. Stan-

hope, dean of Canterbury ; in which form it has gone through

eight editions, the laft in 1782. 9.
"

Refponfio ad Eliz. Reginas
edictum contra Catholico?, Romas, 1593," under the name of

And. Philopater. 10. "A Conference about the next Succeffion

to the Crown of England, &c. 1594," under the feigned name
of Doleman [p]. n. " A temperate Wardword to the turbu-

lent and feditious Watchword of fir Fr. Haftings, knight, &c.

1599," under the fame name. 12. "A Copy of a Letter writ-

ten by a Mafter of Arts at Cambridge, &c." written in 1584,
and printed about 1600. This piece was commonly called
*' Father Parfons's Green Coat," being fent from abroad with

the binding and leaves in that livery. 13.
**

Apologetical Epiftle
to the Lords of her Majefty's Privy Council, c. 1601." 14.
" Brief Apology, or Defence of the Catholic Ecclcfiaflical

Hierarchy erected by pope Clement VIII. &c. Sr. Omers,
1601." 15.

" A Manifeftation of the Folly and bad
Spirit of

fecular Priefts, 1602." 16.
" A Decachordon of ten Quodli-

betical Queftions, 1602." 17.
" De Peregrinatione." 18. "An

Anfwer to O. E. whether Papifts or Proteftants be true Catho-

lics, 1603." 19.
" A Treatife of the three Conversions of

Paganifm to the Chriftian Religion," publifhed (as are alfo the

two following) under the name of N. D. [Nicholas Doleman]
in 3 vols. 8vo, 1603, 1604. 20. " A Relation of a Trial

made before the king of France in 1600, between the bifhop of

Evreux and the lord Pleffis Mornay, 1604." 21. " A Defence
of the precedent Relation, &c." 22. A Review of ten public

[p] This piece was the production of the materials are faid to be furnifhed by
cardinal Allen, Inglefield, and others. See the reft, and that Parfons, who had a

a letter of Parfons to a friend, dated 2,4th happy talent this way, put it into a proper

May 1603, in Mori Hift. Miff. ; where method.

Dif-
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Difputations, &c. concerning the Sacrifices and Sacrament of

the Altar, 1604." 23.
" The Forerunner of Bell's Downfall

of Popery, 1605." 24.
" An Anfwer to the fifth Part of the

Reports of Sir Edward Coke, &c. 1606," 4to, publifhed under
the name of a Catholic Divine. 25.

" De facris alienis non
adeundis, queftiones dux, 1607." 26. " A Treatife tending to

Mitigation towards Catholic Subjects in England, againfl Tho-
'mas Morton (afterwards bifhop of Durham), 1607." 27.

" The
Judgement of a Catholic Gentleman concerning king James's

Apology, &c. 1608." 28. " Sober Reckoning with Thomas
Morton, 1609." 29.

" A Difcuffion of Mr. Barlow's Anfwer
to the Judgment of a Catholic Englishman concerning the Oath
of Allegiance, 1612." Tins book being left not quite finimed

at the author's death, was afterwards completed and publiflied

by Thomas Fitzherbert. The following are alfo pofthumous
pieces : 30.

" The Liturgy of the Sacrament of the Mafs,
1620." 31. "A Memorial for Reformation, &c. ;" thought
to be the fame with,

" The High Court and Council of the

Reformation,
:>

finimed after twenty years labour in 1596, but

not publifhed till after Parfons's death; and republifhed from a

copy prefented to James II. with an introduction and fome
animadverfions by Edward Gee, under the title of,

" The Jefuits
Memorial for the intended Reformation of the Church of Eng-
land under their firft Popifh Prince, 1690," 8vo. 32. There is

alfo afcribed to him,
" A Declaration of the true Caufes of the

great Troubles pre-fuppofed to be intended againft the Realm of

England, &c. Seen and allowed, anno 1581." 33. Parfons

alfo tranflated from the Englifh into Spanilh,
" A Relation of

certain Martyrs in England, printed at Madrid 1590," 8vo.

PARSONS (JAMES,) an excellent phyfician and polite

fcholar, was born at Barnftaple, in Devonlhire, in March,
1705 [Q^. His father, who was the youngefl of nine fons of
colonel Parfons, and nearly related to the baronet of that name,

being appointed barrack-matter at Bolton in Ireland, removed
'with hih family into that kingdom [R] foon after the birth of his

[Q_] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, quity, as to occafion my application to the

ftudy of the Welfti tongue alfo : in which

[R] In the "Preface to the Memoirs I had equal pkalure and furprize, when,
of Japhet," he fays,

" I fpent feveral the more I enquired, the more nearly re-

yeirs of my life in Ireland, and there at- lated the Irifli and Welfh languages ap,
tained to a tolerable knowledge in the very peared. When I was fent abroad to ftudy
antient tongue of that country, which en- the medicinal art, I frequently converfed

abled me to confult fome of their manu- with young gentlemen rrom mod parts of

fcripts, and become inftru&ed in their Europe, who came to Paris, and followed

grammatical inftitutes. Afterwards I be- the fame mafters, in every branch of the

came acquainted with feveral gentlemen profefiion, with me
;
and my furprize was

from Wales, well verfed in their own hif- agreeably increafed in finding that, in

tory and language ;
men of fenfe and libe- every one of their native tongues, I could

ral learning ; who, in many converfations difcover the roots of molt of their expref-

upon fuch fubjects, gave me fuch fatif- fions in the Irifli or Wellu."
faction and light, in mutters of high anti-

then
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then only Ton [s] James, who received at Dublin the early part
of his education, and, by the affiftance of proper mafters, laid a

eonfiderable foundation of claflical and other ufeful learning,
"which enabled him to become tutor to lord Kingfton. Turning
his attention to the ftudy of medicine, he went afterwards to

Paris, where (to ufe hi* own words)
' he [T] followed the mod

eminent profeifors in the feveral fchools, as Aftruc, Dubois,

Lemery, and others ;
attended the anatomical ledures of the

moft famous [Hunaud and De Cat] ; and chemicals at the

King's Garden at St. Come. He followed the phyficians in

both hofpitals of the Hotel Dieu and La Charite, and the che-

mical lectures and demonftrations of Lemery and Boulduc ; and
in botany, Juflieu. Having fiaifhed thcfe ftudies, his profeifors

gave him honorable dtteftations of his having followed them -with

diligence and induftry, which entitled him to take the degrees of

doctor and profeffbr of the art of medicine, in any univerfity in

the dominions of France. Intending to return to England, he

judged it unneceflary to take degrees in Paris, unlefs he had
jefolved to refide there ; and as it was more expenfive, he there-

fore went to the univerfity of Rheims, in Champaign, where,

by virtue of his alterations, he was immediately admitted to

three examinations, as if he had finifhed his ftudies in that aca-

demy ; and there was honoured with his degrees June 1 1, 1736.
In the July following he came to London, and was foon em-

ployed by Dr. James Douylas to aflift him in his anatomical

works, where in fome time he began to pra6tife. He was
elected a member of the Royal Society in 1740 ; and, after clue

examination, was admitted a Licentiate of the College of Phy-
ficians, April T, 1/51; paying college fees and bond (tamps cf

different denominations to the amount of 41!. 2s. 8d. fubjel
alfo to quarterage of two pounds per annum. In 1755 he paid
a farther fum of 7!. which, with the quarterage-money already

paid, made up the fum of i61. \\\ lieu of all future payments."
On his arrival in London, by the recommendation of his Paris

friends, he was introduced to the acquaintance of Dr. Mead,
fir Hans Sloane, and Dr. James Douglas. This great anatomift

made ufe of his affiftance, not only in his anatomical prepara-
tions, but alfo in his representations of morbid and other appear-
ance?, a lift of feveral of which was in the hands of his friend

Dr. Maty ;
who had prepared an Eloge on Dr. Parfons, which

was never ufed, but which, by the favour of Mrs. Parfons.
Mr. Nichols has prcferved at large. Though Dr. Parfons cul-

tivated the feveral branches of the profeffion of phyfic, he v,::s

principally employed in the obftetrical line. In 1738, by the

interelt of his friend Dr. Douglas, he was appointed phyfician

f ] He had afterwards another fon (a furgeon) and a daughter, who were born
in Ireland. [T] From his own MSS.



PARSONS. 43

to the public Infirmary in St. Giles's. In 1739 he married

mifs Elizabeth Reynolds, by whom he had two fons and a

daughter, who all died young. Dr. Parfons refided for many
years in Red Lion-fquare, where he frequently enjoyed the com-

pany and converfation of Dr. Stukely, Bp. Lyttleton, Mr. Henry
Baker, Dr. Knight, and many other of the moft diftinguifhed
members of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, and that of

Arts, Manufactures and Commerce ; giving weekly an elegant
dinner to a large but feleft party. He enjoyed alfo the

literary

correfpondence of D'Argenville, Buffbn, Le Cat, Beccaria, Amb.
Bertrand, Valltravers, Afcanius, Turberville Needham, Dr.

Garden, and others of the moft diltinguifhed rank in fcience.

As a practitioner he was judicious, careful, honeit, and remark-

ably humane to the poor; as a friend, obliging and communi^
cative ; chearful and decent in converfation

;
fevere and ftril

in his morals, and attentive to fill with propriety all the various

duties of life. In 1769, finding his health impaired, he pro-

pofed to retire from bufinefs and from London, and with that

view difpofed of a confiderable number of his books and foflils,

and went to Briftol. But he returned foon after to his old houfe,
and died in it after a week's illnefs, on the 4th of April, 1770,
to the inexprefllble grief of his afflicted wife and fifter-in-law,
and many of his intimate friends. By his laft will, dated in

October, 1766, he gave his whole property to Mrs. Parfons;
and, in cafe of her death before him, to mifs Mary Reynolds,
her only fifter,

" in recompence for her affectionate attention to

him and to his wife, for a long courfe of years, in ficknefs and
in health." It was his particular requeft, that he mould not be
buried till fome change fhonld appear in his corpfe ;

a requeft
which occafioned him to be kept unburied 17 days, and even
then fcarce the flightefl alteration was perceivable. He was
buried at Hendon, in a vault which he had caufed to be built on
the ground purchafed on the death of his fon James, where his

tomb had a very commendatory infcription. A portrait of Dr.

Parfons, by Mr. Wilfon, is now in the Britim Mufeum ; an-

other, by Wells, in the hands of his widow, with a third unfi-

nifhed ; and one of his fon Jatnes ; alfo a family piece, in which
the fame fon is introduced, with the dodlor and his lady, accom-

panied by her fifter. Among many*other portraits, Mrs. Parfons

had fome that were very fine of the illuftrious Harvey, of Bp.
Burnet, and of Dr. John Freind

;
a beautiful miniature of

Dr. Stukeley ; fome good paintings, by her hufband's own hand,

particularly the Rhinoceros, which he defcribed in the " Philo-

fophical Tranfactions." She pofTefted alfo his MSS. and fome

capital printed books; a large folio volume, entitled,
"

Figure
quasdam Mifcellaneze qua; ad rem Anatomicam. Hiftoriamque
Naturalem fpeclant j quas propria adumbravit manu Jacobus

Parfons,
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Parfons, M. D. S. S. R. Ant. &c." another, called "
Drawings

of curious Foffils, Shells, &c. in Dr. Parfons's Collection,

drawn by himfelf ;" &c. &c. Mrs. Parfons profefied herfelf

ready to give, on proper application, either to the Royal or

Antiquarian Society, a portrait of her hufband, and a fum of

money to found a lecture to perpetuate his memory, fimilar to

that eftablilhed by his friend Mr. Henry Baker.

It would carry us beyond our ufual limits to enter into an

enumeration of the many curious articles at various times com-
municated to the public by Dr. Parfons

;
which may be feen in

the " Anecdotes of bowyer." We fhall therefore clofc this article

with an extract from Dr. Maty's eulogium :
" The furpriling

variety of branches which Dr. Parfons embraced, and the feveral

living as well as dead languages he had a knowledge of, quali-
fied him abundantly for the place of afliflant fecretary for foreign

correfpondences, which the council of the Royal Society be-

ftowed upon him about the year 1750. He acquitted himfelf to

the utmoft of his power of the functions of this place, till a few

years before his death, when he refigned in favour of his friend,

who now gratefully pays this laft tribute to his memory. Dr.

Parfons joined to his academical honours thofe which the Royal

College of Phyficians of London beftowed upon him, by admit-

ting him, after due examination, Licentiate, on the firll day of <

April, 1751. The diffufive fpirit of our friend was only equal-
led by his defire of information. To both thefe principles he

owed the intimacies which he formed with fome of the greateft
men of his time. The names of Folkes, Hales, Mead, Stukeley,

Needham, Baker, Collinfon, and Garden, may be mentioned on
this occafion ; and many more might be added. Weekly meet-

ings were formed, where the earlieft intelligence was received

and communicated of any difcovery both here and abroad
;
and

new trials were made, to bring to the teit of experience the

reality or ufefulnefs of thefe difcoveries. Here it was that the

microfcopical animals found in feveial infufions were firft pro-
duced ; the propagation of feveral infects by fection afcertained;
the conftancy of nature amidfl thefe wonderful changes cita-

bliihed. His ' Remains of Japhet, being Hiftorical Enquiries
into the Affinity and Origin of the European languages,' are a

moft laborious performance, tending to prove the antiquity of

the firft inhabitants of thefe iflands, as being originally defcended

from Gomcr and Magog, above icoo years before Chrift, their

primitive and ftill fubfming language, and its affinity with fome
others. It cannot be denied but that there

i_s
much ingenuity as

well as true learning in this work, which helps conviction, and
often fupplies the want of it. But we cannot help thinking that

our friend's warm feelings now and then millead his judgement,
and that fome at leafl of his conjectures, refting upon partial

traditions, and poetical fcraps of Irifh filids and Wclfh bards,
arc
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are lefs fatisfa&ory than his tables of affinity between the feveral

northern languages, as deduced from one common flock. Lite-

rature, however, is much obliged to him for having in this, as

well as in many of his other works, opened a new field of obfer-

vations and discoveries. In enumerating our learned friend's

diflertations, we find ourfelves at a lofs whether we (hould fol-

low the order of fubjedts, or of time; neither is it eafy to

account for their furprifing variety and quick fucceffion. The
truth is, that his eagernefs after knowledge was fuch, as to

embrace almoft with equal facility all its branches, and with

equal zeal to afcertain the merit of inventions, and afcribe to

their refpedtive, and fometimes unknown, authors, the glory of
the difcovery. Many operations, which the ancients have tranf-

mitted to us, have been thought fabulous, merely from our igno-
rance of the art by which they were performed. Thus the

burning of the (hips of the Romans at a confiderable diftance,

during the fiege of Syracufe, by Archimedes, would, perhaps,
itill continue to be exploded, had not the celebrated M. BufFon

in France fhewn the poilibility of it, by prefenting and defcrib-

ing a Model of a Speculum, or rather Aflemblage of Mirrors,

by which he could fet fire at the di (lance of feveral hundred feet.

In the contriving indeed, though not in the executing of fuch an

apparatus, he had in forne meafure'been foreflalled by a writer

now very little known or read. This Dr. Parfons proved in a

very fat isfadlory manner ; and he had the pleafure to find the

French philofopher did not refufe to the Jefuit his fhare in the

invention, and was not at all offended by the liberty he had taken.

Another French difcovery, I mean a new kind of painting
lathered upon the ancients, was reduced to its real value, in a

paper which (hewed our author was pofTeMed of a good tafte for

the fine arts: and I am informed, that his (kill in mufic was by
no means inferior, and that his favourite amufement was the

tlute. Richly, it appears from tilde performances, did our
author merit the honour of being a member of the Antiquarian

Society, which long ago had afiociated him to its labours. To
another fociety, fovinded upon the great principles of humanity,

patriotifm, and natural emulation, he undoubtedly was greatly
ufc ful [u]. He aflifted at mofl of their general meetings and
committees

;
and was for many years chairman to that of Agri-

culture ; always equally ready to point out and to promote ufeful

improvements, and to oppofe the interefled views of fraud and

ignorance, fo infeparable from very extenfive allbciations. No
fooner was this Society [x] formed, than Dr. Parfons became a

[u] The Society for the Encourage- Dr. Fothergill, and other rcfpeftable phyfi-
ment of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- clans, licentiates, in vindication or" their

mcrce. HelikewifewasjaflbciatedtotheOe- privileges : where, itfhould feern, this eu-

conomical Society at Berne, Dec. 26, 1763. logy was intended to be pronounced.

(xj A Medical Society jnftuuted by member
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member of it. Intimately convinced of the noblenefs of its

views, though from his ttation in life little concerned in its fuc-

cefs, he grudged neither attendance nor expence. Neither am-
bitious of taking the lead, nor fond of oppofition, he joined in

any meafure he thought right ;
and fubmitted chearfuily to the

fentiments of the majority, though againft his own private

opinion. The juft ideas he had of the dignity of our proieffion,
as well as of the common links which ought to unite all its

members, notwithfbnding the differences of country, religion,
or places of education, made him bear impatiently the (hackles

laid upon a great number of refpelable practitioners ;
he wifhed,

fondly wilhed, to fee thefe broken; not with a view of empty
honour and dangerous power, but as the only means of ferving
mankind more effectually, checking the progrefs of defigning
men and illiterate practitioners, and diffufing through the whole

body a fpirit of emulation. Though by frequent difappoint-
ments he forefaw, as well as we, the little chance of a fpeedy
redrefs, he nobly perfifted in the attempt ; and, had he lived to

the final event, would undoubtedly, like Cato, (till have pre-
ferred the conquered caufe to that fupported by the gods. After

having tried to retire from bufinefs and from London, for the

fake of his health, and having difpofed of moft of his books with

that view, he found it inconfiftent with his happinefs to forfake

all the advantages which a long refidence in the capital, and the

many connexions he had formed, had rendered habitual to him.

He therefore returned to his old houfe, and died in it, after a

ftiort illnefs, April 4, 1770. The ftyle of our friend's compo-
iitions was fufficiently clear in defcription, though in argument
not fo clofe as could have been wilhed. Full of his ideas, he

did not always fo difpofe and connect them together, as to pro-
duce in the minds of his readers that conviction which was in

his own. He too much defpifed thofe additional graces which
command attention when joined to learning, obfervation, and
found reafoning. Let us hope that his example and fpirit will

animate all his colleagues ;
::nd that thofc practitioners who are

in the fame circumftances will be induced to join their brethren,
fure to find amonglt them thofe great bleffings of life, freedom,

equality, information, and friendship. As long as thefe great

principles fhall fubfilt in this Society, and I tru(t they will out-

laft the longed liver, there is no doubt but the members will

meet with the reward honelt men are ambitious of, the appro-
bation of their confcience, the efteem of the virtuous, the

remembrance of poilerity."
PARTHENAY (JOHN DE), lord of Soubife, an heroic leader

among the Proteftants of France, was defcended of an ancient

tamily of his name, and born about 1512. He chofe the pro-
ieflion of arms; and, having diftinguiihed himfelf in it, was

appointed
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appointed to command Henry IPs troops in Italy about 1550.
Before he left Italy, he imbibed the fentiments of the reformed

religion, at the court of Ferrara, under the aufpices of Renee,
dutchefs of Ferrara, daughter of Louis XII. of France; who

gave fancluary to fome Huguenot preachers, and embraced their

doctrine. The general had fome connection with this dutchefs,
his mother having been one of the maids of honour to queen
Anne of Brittany, who procured her marriage with his father

in 1507, and in 1536 appointed her governefs to this dutchefs

of Ferrara, that queen's daughter. The new convert, on his

return to France, applied himfelf with extraordinary zeal to

propagate his principles in the town and neighbourhood of Sou-

bife; and he fucceedcd fo well, that, in a little time, the mafs
was there forfaken by a great part of the people.

Soubife alfo held frequent conferences with Catherine de

Medicis, queen-mother of Henry III. who became in her heart

his profelyte, though flie had not courage enough to declare it

openly; and the dutchefs of Montpenfier, who was always pre-
fent at thefe conferences, was fo much wrought upon by Sou-
bife's difcourfe, that me defired, on her death-bed, to have the

facrament adminiftered to her according to the Calviniflical form,
Hence it is that we find the queen-mother, when fhe came to be

regent of the kingdom, during the infancy of Charles IX. ap-
pointed Parthenay gentleman of the chamber to the young
monarch in 1561 ; and he was likewife created a knight of the

order of the Holy Ghoft. The fame year, the prince of Conde,
the head of the Huguenot party, was alfo fet at liberty : and, in

the very beginning of the religious war, that prince, looking on
the large city of Lyons, which had declared for the Proteft-

ant caufe, as not in fate hands under the baron d'Adrets, appointed
Soubife to that important command in 1562; and he anfwered

fully all the expectations which the prince had conceived of him.
In that place he performed many brave actions, and

refolutely

kept the city ; defending it effectually againft all difficulties

both from force and artifice. The duke of Nevers befieged it

to no purpofe, and the queen-mother attempted in vain to over-

reach him by negociations. He perfevered in maintaining and

promoting the Proteftant caufe with unabated ardour till his

death, in 1566, when he was about fifty-four.

Parthenay, in- 15531 had married Antoinette Bouchard, eldeft

daughter of the houfc of Aubeterre ; by whom he had only one

child, a daughter: who has more ftrictly a right to a place in this

work than her father, and is the fubject of the enfuing article.

PARTHENAY (CATHERINE DE), daughter and heirefs of

the preceding, whofe courage and conftancy in the caufe of Cal-

vinifm me likewife inherited ; and, what is more extraordinary,
this fortitude was joined to a good fhare of wit, and no con-

temptible
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temptible turn for poetry. This appears from fome poems,
which me publifhed in 1572, when fhe could not be above

eighteen, fince her father's marriage was in 1553. She is gene-

rally thought to be the author of an "
Apology for Henry IV."

which was printed as her's in the new edition of her "
Journal

of Henry III." D'Aubigny a(Tures us, that the king fliewed it

to him as a piece written in her ftyle. Bayle declares, that who-
ever wrote it is a perfon of wit and genius. She wrote alfo

tragedies and comedies ;
and particularly the tragedy of " Holo-

femes," which was represented on the theatre of Rochelle in

1574. She was married in 1568, being only fourteen, to

Charles de Quellence, baron de Pont, in Brittany ; who, upon
the marriage, took the name of Soubife : and under this name
is mentioned with honour in the moft remarkable occurrences

of the civil wars of France. He was taken prifoner at the

battle of Jarnac in 1569, and made his efcape by a very artful

ftratagem. La Noue having been wounded the next year at the

liege of Fontenai-le-Comte, Soubife commanded in chief, and

took the place. The fame year he received two wounds at the

fiege of Saintes. But the moft furprifing incident in his life is,

that, not long after this fiege, a fuit was commenced againlt him
for impotency, by his mother-in-law the famous Antoinette Bou-

chard, already mentioned,' in order to obtain a divorce.

Bayle, who loves to expatiate upon fuch fubje&s, amufes

himfelf here as ufual
;
and it muft be acknowledged that the

fubjel afforded him but too fair an opportunity. Under the

article Quellence, he takes it up more fenoufly, and very feverely
cenfures this proceeding. This fuit was {till depending, when
the baron fell a facrifice to his religion in the general maffacre

of the Proteftants at Paris on St. Bartholomew's day 1571.
This however was dying in the bed of honour

;
and the more fo,

as he was not killed till after he had fought for his life like a

lion. He made fo long a refinance, that thofe who faw he did

not yield, till he was pierced through like a fieve, gave this tef-

timony of him,
" that he was more than man in battles, if he

was lefs than fuch in the nuptial bed." What followed is yet
moft aftonifhing. When his body, thus butchered, was, in its

turn, among the reft, dragged to the gate of the Louvre, in pre-
fence of their majefties and the whole court, feveral of the court-

ladies came out of their apartments ; and, without being mocked
at the barbarous fpeclacle, gazed in the moft immodeit manner
on the naked bodies. They fixed their eyes particularly on that

of Du Pont, and furveyed it with great attention, in order to

difcover, if poffible, the caufe or marks of the defeat with which
he was charged. Very different was the behaviour of his wife,
who had not only, out of decency, declined the profecution in

his lifetime, but, after hi: death, wrote feveral u
Elegies'' u

I
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her lofs; to which fhe added alfo fome on the death of the

admiral, and other illuftrious perfonages.

Having thus done honour to the manes of her firft hufband,

fhe entered into a fecond marriage, in 1575, with Renatus vif-

count Rohan, the fecond of that name ;
who leaving her a widow

in 1586, though (he was not yet above thirty-two, fhe refolved

not to engage in a third match for the fake of her children, to

the care and education of whom fhe applied her whole thoughts ;

and her care was crowned with all the fuccefs me could promife
herfelf from it.

Her eldeft fon was the celebrated duke de Rohan, who aflerted

the Proteftant caufe with fo much vigour during the civil wars,
in the reign of Louis XIII. Her fecond fon was duke de Sou-

bife. She had alfo three daughters; Henrietta, who died in

1629 unmarried ; and Catherine, who married a duke of Deux-

ponts in 1605. It was this lady who made the memorable reply
to Henry IV. when, attracted by her beauty, he had declared a

violent paffion for her: "
I am too poor, fire, to be your wife,

and too nobly born to be your miftrefs." She died fn 1607.
The third daughter was Anne, who furvived all her brothers and

fitters, and inherited both her mother's genius and magnanimous
fpirit. She was never married, and lived with her mother, and

with her bore all the calamities of the fiege of Rochelle. The
daughter's refolution was worthy of renown ; but the mother's

magnanimity was (till more wonderful, confideringhovv far fhe

was advanced in age, being then in her feventy-fifth year.

They were reduced, for three months, to the neceflity of living

upon horfe-flefh and four ounces of bread a-day. Yet, notwith-

Handing this wretched condition, (he wrote to her fon,
" to go

on as he had begun ;
and not let the confederation of theextremitjr,

to which fhe was reduced, prevail upon him to a6t any thing to

the injury of his party, how great foever her fufK.rings might
be." In (hort, (he and her daughter refufed to he included in

the articles of capitulation, and remained prifoners of war.

They were conveyed to the caftle of Niort, Nov. 2, 1628
;
and

fhe died in 1631, aged 77.
PARUTA (PAUL), a noble Venetian, born in 1540, made

himfelf diliinguifhed by his learning and (kill in affairs of the

(late. He was at firft hiftoriographer of the Republic, and
afterwards raifed to the very firft employs. He was nominated
to feveral enibaffies, became governor of Brefcia, and at length
was elected procurator of St. Mark ;

all which (ituations he
filled with great abilities and probity. He died in 1598. There
are extant by him,

" Notes upon Tacitus;"
"

Political Dif-
courfes ;"

" A Treatife of the Perfection of the Political Life ;"

and,
" A Hiftory of Vepice from 1513 to 1572, with the War

VOL. XII. E of
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of Cyprus." Philip Paruta publifhed vaft collections on the

Medals of Sicily, in folio, 1612.

PAS (ANTOINE DE) marquis of Feuquieres, a celebrated

French officer, and author of fome valuable memoirs, was born
in 1648, but did not greatly fignalize himfelf by his military
talents till he was 40 years old. It was then in Germany that

he performed fo extraordinary fervices, at the head of only 1000

horfe, that in the enfuing year, 1689, he was advanced to the

rank of marefchal -de-camp. He then diftinguifhed himfelf

greatly in Italy, and was promoted to be a lieutenant-general in

1693. In this capacity he ferved till his death in 1711. Before

his death he wrote to folicit the protection of Louis XIV. for

his only fon, and was fuccefsful in his application. The mar-

quis of Feuquieres was an excellent officer, of great theoretical

knowledge, but of a fevere and cenforious turn, and rendered

not the lefs fo by being difappointed of the marefchal's ftaff. It

was faid by the wits,
" that he was evidently the boldeft man in

Europe, fince he flept among 100,000 of his enemies," meaning
his foldiers. His "

Memoirs," are extant in 4to, and in four

volumes I2tno. They contain the hiitory of the generals of

Louis XIV, and except that the author fometimes mifrepre-
fents, for the fake of cenfuring, are efteemed as among the bed
books on the art military. The clearnefs of the ftyle, the

variety of the fa&s, the freedom of the reflections, and the faga-

city of the obfervations, render thefe Memoirs well worthy of

the attention, not only of officers, but of all enlightened ftudents

and politicians.
PASCAL (BLAISE), a French divine, and one of the greateft

geniufes that the world has produced, was born at Clermont in

Auvergne, June 19, 1623] YJ. His father, Stephen Pafcal, born in

1588, and of an ancient family, was president of the court of aids in

his province : he was a very learned man, an able mathematician,
and a friend of DCS Cartes. Having an extraordinary tender-

nefs for this child, his only fon, he quitted his office in his pro-
vince, and went and fettled at Paris in 1631, that he might be

quite at leifure for the in(truction of him : and Blaife never had

any mafter but his father. From his infancy he gave proofs of

a very extraordinary capacity, for he defired to know the reafon

of every thing; and when good reafon s were not given him,
he would feek for better : nor would he ever yield his aflent, but

upon fuch as appeared to him well grounded. There was room
to fear, that with fuch a caft of mind he would fal 1 into free-

thinking, or at leaft into heterodoxy ; yet he was always very
far from any tiling

of this nature. His filter, madam Perier,

relates, that he \vas not only free from all the vices of youth,

[Y] Vie de M. Pafcal, par M. Perier f.i Sceu'r. Baylc's Dift. in art- P.ifiul. Bailies:

Jugsmens, &c. torn. vi.

but,
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but, what is more ftrange in one of his genius and chara&er, was
never inclined to libertinifm in religion, but always confined his

curiofity to things natural. The reafon of it, fhe adds from his

own information, was, that " his father, having himfelf a great
reverence for religion, had infpired it into him in his infancy ;

and given him this for a maxim, that every thing which is the

objeci of faith cannot be the object of reafon, and much lefs

fubjecl to it. And hence it was, that he never was moved by
the difcourfes of free-thinkers ; whom he looked on as,a fort of

people, who knew not the nature of faith, but were poiTeffed of

this falfe principle, that human reafon was above all things."
What is told of his manner of learning the mathematics, as

well as the progrefs he quickly made in that fcience, feems

almoft miraculous. His father, perceiving in him an extraor-

dinary inclination to reafoning, was afraid that the knowledge
of the mathematics would hinder his learning the languages.
He kept him, therefore, as much as he could, from all notions

of geometry ; locked t:p all his books of that kind
;
and refrained

even from (peaking of it in his prefence. He could not however
make his fon refrain from mufmg upon proportions ;

and one

day furprifcd him at work, with charcoal upon his chamber-

floor, and in the midft of figures, he afked him,
" what he was

doing?"
"

I am fcarching," fays Pafcal,
" for fuch a thing;"

which was juft the 32d proportion of the firft book of Euclid.

He afked him then,
" how he came to think of this ?" " It was,"

fays Pafcal,
" becaufe I found out fuch another thing :" and fo

going backward, and ufing the names of" bar" and "
round,"

"he came at length to the definitions and axioms he had formed
to himfelf. Dues it not feem miraculous, that a boy fhould

work his way into the heart of a mathematical book, without
ever having feen that or any other book upon the fubjedt, or

knowing any thing of the terms? Yet we are allured of the

truth of this by madam Perier, and feveral other writers, the

credit of whofe teftimony cannot reafonably be queftioned. He
had, from henceforward, full liberty to indulge his genius in

mathematical purfuits. He underftood Euclid's Elements, as

foon as he cad his eyes upon them : and this was not ftrange ;

for, as we have feen, he had gone exactly in the fame path
before. At fixtecn, he wrote a " Treatife of Conic Sections,"
which was accounted by the molt learned a mighty effort of

genius: and therefore it is no wonder, that Des Cartes, who had
been in Holland a longtime, fhould, upon reading it, choofe to

believe, that Mr. Pafcal, the father, v\as the real author of it.

At nineteen, he contrived an admirable arithmetical machine,
which was efteenud a very wonderful thing: and at twenty-
three, having feen the Torricellian experiment, he invented and
tried a great number qf other new experiments.

H 2 After
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After he had laboured abundantly in mathematical and philo-

ibphical difquifitions, he forfook thofe ftudies, and all human

learning, at once; and determined to know nothing for the

future, but Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. He was not twenty-
four, when the reading of fome pious books had put him upon

taking this holy refolution: and he became as great a devotee as

any age has produced. Bayle fays, that " the extraordinary
devotion of fo excellent a mathematician, and fo great I philo-

fopher, may fcrve to refute the libertines, who cannot now tell

us, that none but fmall wits have any piety. He owns, that it

is indeed rare to fee great devotion in fuch perfons; and he

thinks we may fay in this cafe, what the abbot ruretiere faid of

attornies, viz. There are fome faints who have been advocates,

bailiffs, nay even phyficians and comedians : and there is no

profeffion, but what hath produced faints, except that of an

attorney.
"

Pafcal now gave himfelf up entirely to a ftate of

prayer and mortification : he had always in his thoughts thefe

great maxims, of renouncing all pleafure, and all fuperfluity ;

and this he pra&ifed with rigour even in his illneffes, to which
he was frequently fubjecl, being of a very infirm habit of

body. When ficknefs obliged him to feed fomewhat delicately,
he took great care not to relifti or tafte what he eat. He
had no violent affection for thofe he loved; he thought it

fmful, fmce a man poffelTes a heart which belongs only to God.
He found fault with fome difcourfes of his filter, which me
thought very innocent ; as, if (h had faid upon occalion that

(he had feen a beautiful woman, he would be angry, and tell

her, that fhe might raife bad thoughts in footmen and young
people. He frequently wore an iron girdle full of points next

to his fkin, and when any vain thought came into his head, or

when he took particular pleafure in any thing, he gave himfelf

fome blows with his elbow, to redouble the prickings, and to

recall himfelf to his duty. In the four lad years of his life, his

chief diverfion was to go and vifit the churches, where fome

reliques \vere expofed, or fome foletnnity obfervcd; and be-

caufe he did this with much devotion and fimpiicity, a certain

very virtuous perfon took occafion to obferve, that " the grace of
God difcovers itfelf in great geniufes by little things, and in

common ones by great things." His humility was iuch, that

he would not fuffer any one to wait on him
;
and the curate of

St. Stephen du Mont, who faw him in his laft ficknefs, very

frequently faid,
" He is a child, he is humble, he fubmits like

a little child."

Though Pafcal had thus aWtracled himfelf from the world,

yet he could not forbear paying fome attention to what was doing
in it; and he even interefted himfelf in the conteft between the

Jefuits and the Janfenifts. The Jefuits, though they had the

J popes
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popes and kings on their fide, were yet decried by the people ;

who brought up afrefh againft them the aflafllnation of Henry
the Great, and all the old ftories that were likely to make them

odious. Pafcal went farther ;
and by his ' Provincial Letters,"

published in 1656, under the name of Louisde Montalte, made
them the fubjeft of ridicule. " Thefe letters," fays Voltaire [z],
" may be confidered as a model of eloquence and humour.

The beft comedies of Moliere have not more wit, than the firft

part of thefe letters ;
and the fublimity of the latter part of them

is equal to any thing in Boifuet. It is true,, indeed, that the

whole book was built upon a falfe foundation ; for the extra-

vagant notions of a few Spanifh and Flemifh Jefuits were art-

fufly afcribed to the whole fociety. Many abfurdities might
likewife have been difcovered among the Dominican and Fran-

cifcan cafuifts ;
but this would not have anfwered the purpofe,

for the whole raillery was to be levelled only at the Jefuits.

Thefe letters were intended to prove, that the Jefuits had formed

a defign to corrupt mankind ; a deiign, which no fe& or fociety
ever had, or can have." Here, however, Voltaire is not alto-

gether correct ; for the Jefuits cited by Pafcal, were confidered

as oracles 'by their order; and the whole fociety always acted fo

fyftematically as a body, that the doctrines of one may be im-

puted to the reft, more fairly than in any other clafs of men.
Voltaire calls Pafcal " the firft of their fatirifts; for Defpreaux,"

fays he,
" muft be confidered as only the fecond." In another

place, fpeaking of this work of Pafcal, he fays, that " exam-

ples of all the various fpecies of eloquence are to be found in

it. Though it has been now written almoft an hundred years,

yet not a fingle word occurs in it, favouring of that viciifitude

to which living languages are fo fubject. Here then we are to

fix the epocha, when our language may be faid to have affumed

a fettled form. The bifhop of Lucon, fon of the celebrated

Buffy, told me, that aflcing one day the bifhop of Meaux, what
work he would covet moft to be the author of, fuppofing his own
performances fet afide ? Bolluet replied, The Provincial Letters."

Thefe " Letters" have been tranftated into all languages, and

printed over ;ind over again. Some have faid, that there were
decrees of formal condemnation againft them; and alfo, that

Pafcal himfelf, in his laft illnefs, detefted them, and repented
of having been a Janfenift: but both thefe particulars are falfe,

and without foundation. Father Daniel was fuppofed to be the

anonymous author of a piece againft them, entitled,
4< The

Dialogues of Cleander and Eud'ixus."

Pafcal died at Paris, Aug. 19, 1662, aged 39. He had beenfome
time engaged in a work againft Atheifts and Infidels, but did

(?] Siede de Louis XIV. torn, il. c. 33.

E 3 not
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not live long enough to digeft the materials he had collec"led.

Whut was found amon^ his papers, was publifhed under the

ti !e of '

Penfees, &c. or, Thoughts upon Religion and other

Subjects ;" and has been much admired. After his death, ap-

peared alfo two other little tra&s: one of which is,
" The ./Equi-

librium of Fluids ;" the other,
" The Weight of the Mafs of

Air." We prefume, there is no occafion to obferve, that he was
never married: he could fcarcely avoid thinking, upon his prin-

ciples, that the fort of gratifications which the matrimonial Hate

admits, muft have fomething in them of the nature of fin ; or, if

not finful, at leaft inconfiftent with, and much below, Chriftian

perfedtion. To err on the fide of rigour, is not the ufual fault

of genius: but Pafcal was in all refpecls fmgular, and differed,

not only from ordinary men, but from other men of genius.
With every deduction that can be made for a few errors arifing
out of his education, Pafcal.was undoubtedly one of the orna-

ments of human nature
; and if a few have rivalled him in

talents, no man of equal eminence perhaps can be found, who
lived fo innocently as Pafcal.

PASOR (MATTHIAS^, the fon of George Pafor[A], a learned

profeflbr of divinity and Hebrew in the academy of Hefborne [B],

by Apollonia his wife, daughter of Peter Hendfchius, a fenator

of that place, was born there April 12, 1599; and,being a child of

great hopes, was inftrudled in the elements of Greek and Latin

there, when the plague breaking out, he was fent to Marpurg iu

1614. Here he pailed his time very difagrceably ; being Ihunned

as an infectious perlbn by the profefTors, and infulted by fonie of

the fludents, who even proceeded to beat him, in revenge for the

pretended feverity fhewn them by his father, while he was head

fchoolmafter at Herborne. This treatment forced him to leave

Marpurg; and, the following year he returned to Herborne,
where he applied himfelf clofely to his ftudies. In 1616, he

tvas fent to Heidelberg; and, meeting there with fkilful profef-

fors, he made fuch improvement, that he was entertained as a

tutor, where he taught in private both mathematics and Hebrew.
He was honoured alfo with the degree of M. A. by the univerfity,
and appointed mathematical profefTbr in April, 1620; but, the

Palatinate being invaded not long atter, he was forced to fly for

a while. As foon, however, as the ftorrn abated, he returned

to the duties of his port, and fuffered all the inconveniences and

dangers that can be imagined before he quitted it ; which was
not till it was invelted by the duke of Bavaria's troops, in Sept.

1622, when he was not only ejected, but loft his books and

[A] Bayle, Wood, from the author's fcveral books ; among which arc,
" Lex-

Lire, written byliimfelf. icon et Gramnutica Graeca N. Teltem. ;"

[B] He lived nineteen years at Her- rcvifed by his fon: " Oratio funebris Pif.

borne, whence he removed to Franeker, catoris ;"
"

Analyfis Heiiodi j"
" Col-

where he died in 1637. He published kgium Hefiodeum, &c."

MSS.
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MSS. In October he returned, through many difficulties, to his

parents at Herborne, where he found a comfortable employment
in the academy till 1629; and then, going to Leyden, constantly
attended the lectures of the mod eminent Dutch divines

;
and

had conferences with Erpenius upon the Arabic tongue, and

\vjth Snellius upon divinity.
After a few weeks ftay at this univerfity, he crofTed the water

to England ; and, bringing proper teftimonials with him to

Oxford, was incorporated M. A. there, in June, 1624. He
began to teach Hebrew and the mathematics privatdy, but at

the end of the year took a tour into France with fome gentle-
men of Germany; and fpending the winter at Paris, attended

the lectures of Gabriel Sionita, regius profeflbr of Syriac and
Arabic: who, having left off reading in public fome years for

want of auditors, was prevailed upon by rafor to refume thofe

exercifes; not indeed in the royal college, but in his own houfe.

Having much improved himfelf under this excellent mafter, he/

returned to Oxford in 1625, and had chambers in Exeter-college ;

choofing to refide there, notwithftanding the plague had difperfed
the ftudents, rather than go to Ireland with Uiher, archbifhop
of Armagh, who offered him his table and a handfome penfion.
As foon as the infection ceafed, he had fome pupils, either in

divinity or the Oriental tongues ; and, upon his petition, was

appointed to read public lectures in Arabic, Chaldee, and Syriac,
twice a week in term time, in the divinity-fchool, for which he
was handfomely rewarded. He entered upon this temporary
proieiforuYip in Oct. 1626; and exercifed it till 1629, when
he accepted an invitation to be profeffor of moral philofophy
at Groningen, which he commenced in Auguft the fame

year. Upon the death of Muller, the mathematical pro-
feflbr, fix years after, Pafor fucceeded to that chair; and, in

1645, was raifed to that of divinity, of which faculty he was
then created doctor. On this occafion he refigned his mathema-
tical profeflbruhip, but kept that of moral philofophy. All

thefe favours induced him to remain at Groningen. In 1653,
he made a vifit to Naflau, his native country ; arid, going as

far as Heidelberg, was entertained with great civility by the

Elector Palatine. He died in Jan, 1658, at Groningen, having
never been married.

He publimed no books, for which he gave two admirable
reafons : firft,

"
Bqcaufe he was not willing that youth mould

be diverted from reading the good books already publimed ;" and

fecondly,
<4 Becaufe he did not care that the booksellers fhould

rifk their money."
PASQUIER, or PAQUIER (STEPHEN), a learned French-

man, was born in 1528 at Paris; of which city he was an
advocate in parliament, afterwards a counfellor, and at lad ad-

E 4
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vocate-general in the chamber of accounts. He pleaded many
years with very great fuccefs before the parliament, where he

was almoft conftantly retained in the moft curious, difficult, and
delicate caufes, and where he was every day confulted as an
oracle. He did not, however, confine his ftudies to the law;
but looked occafionally into other parts of learning, and trea-

fured up a thoufand curious matters in the literary way. Henry
III. gave him the poft of .advocate of the chamber of accounts,
which he filled with his ufuat reputation, and refigned it fome
time after to Theodore Paquier, his eldeft fon. He was natu-

rally beneficent and generous; agreeable and eafy in converfa-

tion ; his manner fweet, and his temper pleafant. His life was

prolonged to the age of eighty- feven; when feeling the laft ftroke

of death, he cUfed his own eyes, Aug. 31, 1615. He died at

Paris, and was interred there in the church of St. Severin.

As to the reft of his character, he was perfectly acquainted
wfth ancient hiftory ; and eTpecially that of France, as appears
from his writings. But in one of thefe, entitled,

" Les Re-

cherches," having fallen unmercifully upon the Jefuits, he was
attacked by father GaraiTe in a work written exprefsly againft
it. The truth is, Paquier's animofity to that order had inftigated
him to adopt any ftory, though ever fo improbable, which he heard

of them from their bittereft enemies. All his works, however,
abound with genius and Attic fait, and are full of graces and

urbanity, ftritly fo called: and, what is moft extraordinary,
he appears to have been formed by nature equally for a poet and
a lawyer. His works were printed together at 1 revoux, and
contain his " Recherches ;" of which he published the firft

book in 1560, and alfo fix more before his death in 1621 ; three

new books were taken out of his library, with feveral chapters,
which were added to the preceding books. They paffed through

many editions, the laft of which came out in 1665. 2. His
*'

Letters," the beft edition of which is that at Paris in 1619,
in 5 vols. 8vo. 3. His "

Poems," confiding of one book,
" Of Portraits;" fix books of "

Epigrams;" and a book of
"

Epitaphs." But in this collection is wanting, his " Catechifm
of the

Jefuits;" inftead of which is inferted, the letters above-

mentioned of his fon Nicolas. Among his pieces in verfe, his

Flea,
" La Puce," is the moft remarkable. It is entitled,

" La Puce des grands tours de Poitiers," The Flea of the general
feffion of Poitiers. It contains feveral pot.

MS upon the famous

flea, which Paquier fpied on the breaft of the learned Catharine

de Roches, in a vifit to her on the extraordinary feffions at

Poitiers in 1569.

Paquier left three fons worthy of bearing his name. The
eldeft, Theodore, was advocate-general in the chamber of ac-

counts. Nicolas, mafter of requefts, whofe " Letters" were

printed in 1623, at Paris, containing feveral difcourfes upon
the
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the occurrences in France in the time of Henry IV. and Louis

XIII. and Guv, who was auditor of the accounts.

PASSERAT (JOHN), a celebrated profeflbr of eloquence in

the Royal College at Paris, and one ot the politeft writers of his

time, was born in 1534, at Troyes in Champagne. His father

put him to fchool under fo fevere a mafter, that the boy ran

from him, and entered firft into the fervice of a farrier, and

afterwards waited upon a monk: but, growing in time faga-
cieus enough to fee his folly, he returned to his father, and pro-
ceeded in his ftudies with fo much diligence, that he became in a

fhort time able to teach in public. In that capacity, his firft

port was mafter of the fecond clafs in the college of Du Pleflis,

from which he removed to that of cardinal Le Moine: but,

being obliged to retire for fome time from Paris, on account of

the plague, on his return he engaged in the bufinefs of teaching
Latin. At length he took up a refolution to ftudy the law; for

which purpofe he went to Bourges, and fpent three years under

Cujacius; but at laft became profeflbr of eloquence, having
obtained that chair in 1572, on the vacancy which happened by
the aflaflination of Ramus. In the difcharge of this poft he

grew fo eminent, that the moft learned men of the time> and
the counfellorsof the fupreme courts at Paris, went to hear his

lectures. He Avas an indefatigable iludent, pafling frequently
whole days without taking any food; yet to an extraordinary
erudition he joined an uncommon politenefs of manners, having

nothing of the mere fcholar, except the gown and hood. Thefe

accompli (hments brought him acquainted with all the people of

quality ;
but he contracted an intimacy only with M. de Mefmes,

in whofe houfe he lived for thirty years, till his death, which
was occafioned by a palfy, in 1602.

He was highly efteemed by Ronfard, Bellenu, andBaif; DCS
Portes wrote a fonnet in honour of him: Paflerat ufed to fay,
that " he preferred Ronfard's verfes made for the chancellor

1'Hopital to the whole dutchy of Milan." He wrote Latin
verfes very well. That age produced nothing more pure and
natural. They are alfo full of erudition, and have a politenefs
which diftinguifhes them from the productions of ordinary poets ;

but at the fame time they have nothing of the divine fire of

enthufjafm, which ravifhes the reader of tafte. His chief works

are, i.
" Chant d'allegrefle pour 1'entree de Charles IX. en fa

ville de Troyes." 2.
"

Complainte fur la mort d'Adrien Tur-
nebe." 3.

'* Sonnets fur le tombeau du Seigneur de la Chatre."

4.
"
Hymne de la paix." 5.

" Recueil des poefies, Francoifes

et Latir.es.
"

6. " Orationes et prxfationes." 7.
"

Conjec-
tuarum liber." 8. " De literarum inter fe cognatione et per-
mutatione." 9,

" Commentarii in Crtiillum, Tibullum et

Propertium." 10. " Kalends Januaria;." n, " Oratio de

Caecitate."
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Czcitate." 12. " Notae in Petronii Arbitri fatyricon." 13." Encomium Afini." Befides which, Grajvius tells us, that he
had met with academical queftions by PaiTerat in manufcript

upon fome of Cicero's orations [c], out of which he took
what was for his purpofe in illuflrating that author: and Pithou

faid, that Paflerat knew nothing elfe but Cicero.

PASSERI (GIOVANNI BATTISTA), a painter and a poet, of

no great merit in either line, died at Rome in 1679, at the age
of about feventy. The work which is moft likely to preferve
his name is his " Lives of the Painters, Sculptors, and Archi-

tect, who flourifhed at Rome in his own time." This book is

full of curious and interefting anecdotes, and was publi(hed in

Italian at Rome in 1772. Though no great painter, he was a

difciple of the famous Dominichino, and though his fonnets

were bad, one of them is faid very materially to have promoted
his fortune.

PASSERI (GIUSEPPE), nephew of the former, was born at

Rome in 1654, and was at firft a pupil of his uncle, but, foon

difcovering the inability of that teacher, became the difciple of

Carlo Maratti. Under fuch a mailer he made great progrefs,
and became famous. His flyle of compofition was grand, his

colouring like that of his mailer Maratti, his invention fruitful,

and his expreflion natural and agreeable. He painted hiftory,
but fucceeded alfo very greatly in portraits. He died in 1/14.
PASSERI (Giov. BATTISTA), a learned Italian antiquary

and philologer, was born at Gubio in the dutchy of Uibino, in

Nov. 1694.. His father, who was a phyfician at Todi, deiigncd
him for the ftudy of the law, which accordingly he followed,

but purfued with it that of antiquities, for which he had a ftrong

genius. After refuling four years at Rome, he returned to Todi,
sind began" to collect the antiquities of that city and its environs.

In 1726, he turned his attention chiefly to theEmifcan antiqui-

ties, and collected a vaft number of lamps, which he arranged
in claffcs. Having loft his wife in 1738, after twelve years of

happy union, he became an ecclefiailic, and was apoitolic pro-

thonotr.ry, 2nd vicar-general of Pcfara. In February, 1780, he

was overturned in his carriage, and died in confequence of the

fall. His works are, I.
" Lucernas fidliles Mufei PaiTcrii," a

fplcndicl book in 3 vols. folio. He had drawn up a fourth, on
the lamps of the Chriltians, but this has not been publifhed.
Thefe came out in 1739, 1743, and 1751. 2.

" Ltttcre Ron-

cagliefij" Letters from his villa at Roncaglia, on Etrufcan anti-

quities, 1739. There were feventeen letters, and a continuation

was afterwards pnblilhed. 3.
" In Thomx Dempfteri Libros

de Etruria regali Paralipomena, quibus tabulae eidem operi additsi

[c] Niceron. MoreiS. L'Ad-vocat.

illuRrantur.
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illuftrantur. Accedunt diflertatio de re numaria Etrufcorum;
de nominibus Etrufcorum; et notae in tabulas Eugabinas, aulore
1 Baptifta Paflerio," folio Lucas, 1767. 4.

" Pidura Etruf.

corum in vafculis, nunc primum in unum colle&as, explica-
tionibns et diiTertationibus illuftratae," Rornae, 1767, 3 vols. folio.

5. Many learned dilfertations publifhed in feveral collections;

as, for example, five in the third volume of Gori's Mufeuin

Etrufcum; De Genio domeftico, de Ara fepulchrali, de fune-

ribus Etrufcorum, de Velciorum familia, de Archite6lura Etrufca.

Thefe are all full of the moft recondite learning. For a fuller

account of thefe fmaller works, fee Saxius's Onomaflicon, vol.

vi. p. 564.
PASSIONEI (DoMiNico),an Italian cardinal, famous rather

as a patron of letters, than as a writer, and employed by the

fee of Rome in many important negotiations; was born at

Foflbmbrone in the dutchy of Urbino, in 1682. Paflionei

ftudied in the Clementine college at Rome, where he afterwards

formed that vaft library and curious collection of manufcripts,
from which the learned world has derived fo much advantage.
In 1706, he attended the nuncio Gualterio, his relation, to

Paris, where he formed an intimacy with the mod learned men
of the time, and examined every thing that deferved attention.

He was particularly intimate with Mabillon, and Montfaucon.
In 1708 he went into Holland, at firft for the fake of literary

enquiries, but afterwards as a kind of fecret agent for the pope
at the Hague, where he refided four years, and attended the con-

grefs at Utrecht in 1712. On his return to Rome, he paired

through Paris, where he was mort gracioufly and honourably
received by Louis XIV. who gave him his portrait fet with dia-

monds. He then proceeded to Turin to accommodate fome
differences between the pope and the duke of Savoy, and upon
his return to Rome was declared prefident of the apoitolic cham-
ber. In the two congrefies, at Bale in 1714, and at Soleure in

1715, he was again employed, and ftrongly evinced his zeal,

talents, activity, prudence, and other qualities of a great ne-

gotiator. His account of this embaify was publifhed in 1738,
in folio, under the title of " Ata Legationis Helvetica;," which

may be confidered as a model of conduct for perfons employed
in fuch fervices. Upon the acceflion of Clement XII. he was
fent as nuncio to the court of Vienna, where he pronounced the

funeral oration of prince Eugene. In the pontificate of Inno-
cent XIII. which latted from 1721 to 1724, Pailionei had been
mavle archbifhop of Ephefus; he coniiriued in favour with the

fucceflbrs of that pope, Benedict XIII. and Clement XII. the

latier of whom, in 1738, raifed him to the dignity of cardinal,

having at the fame time made him fecretary of the briefs. Be-
nedid XIV. in 1755 made him librarian of the Vatican, which

he
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he enriched by many important acceifions, and in the fame year
he was admitted into the French academy, under the peculiar
title of

Ajjocie etranger. He died on the I5th of July, 1761, at

the age of feventy-nine.
Cardinal Paftlonei did not write much befides the articles

that have been already mentioned. He worked, indeed, with

Fontanini, in revifing the " Liber diurnus Romanorum Pon-

tificum," and produced a paraphrafe on the nineteenth pfalm,
with a few more fmall pieces: but he was moft illuftrious for

his enlightened knowledge of letters, and his judicious arid liberal

patronage of learned men, and ufeful works ; an example but

too little followed in the prefent age. His nephew, Bene-

dick Paflionei, rendered an important fervice to the learned

world by publifhing at Lucca, in 1765, a folio volume, con-

taining all the Greek and Latin infcriptions colle&ed by the

cardinal. His valuable collection of antique urns, bas-reliefs,

and other works of art, was difperfed after his death.

PATEL, a celebrated painter, was a native of France
; but nei-

ther his Chriftian name, his age, nor the matter under whom he

ftudied, are known to the writers on thefe fubjecls. He has fome-

timesbeen called the French Claude, from his fuccefsful imitation

of that mafter. In his figures he is clearly fuperior
to him. The

forms of his trees are elegant and free, his fcenery rich, and his

buildings and other objects, defigned in a very pleafmg manner.
His touch is light, yet firm; his colouring generally clear and
natural. All his works prove that he ftudied nature with nice

obfervation, and his choice from her productions was always

agreeable. In France he is fometimes called, Patel le //, or

lebon Patel; and there was alfo a Patel le Jeune, of whom ftill

lefs is known.
PATERCULUS (CAius VELLEIUS), an ancient Roman

hiftorian, who flourifhed in the reign of Tiberius Caefar, was
born in the year of Rome, 735. His anceftors were illuftrious

for their merit and their offices [D]. His grandfather efpoufed
the party of Tiberius Nero, the emperor's father ; but being
old and infirm, and not able to accompany Nero when he re-

tired from Naples, he ran himfelf through with his fword. His
father was a foldier of rank, and fo was Paterculus himfelf. He
was a military tribune, when Caius Caefar, a grandfon of Au-

guiius, had an interview with the king of the Parthians, in

an iiland of the river Euphrates, in the year 753. He com-
manded the cavalry in Germany under Tiberius, and accom-

panied that prince for nine years fuccefilvely in all his expeditions,
He received honourable rewards from him

; but we do not find

[n] Vofllus dc Hlft. Lat DodwclTs An.ialcs Velleiani. B-iyle's Di3. PATE*-
cutvs.

that
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that he was preferred to any higher dignity than the
pra?torfhip.

The praifes he beftows upon Sejanus give fome probability to

the conje&ure, that he was looked upon as a friend of this fa-

vourite; and, confequently, that he was involved in his ruin.

His death is placed by Dodwell in the year 784, when he was
in his fiftieth year.
He wrote ' An Abridgement of the Roman Hiftory, in two

Books," which is vqry curious. His purpofe was only to de-

duce things from the foundation of Rome to the time wherein

he lived, but he began his work with things previous to that

memorable aera : for, though the beginning of his firft book is

wanting, we yet find, in what remains of it, an account of

many cities more ancient than Rome. He promifed a larger

hiftory, and no doubt would have executed it well : for during
his military expeditions he had feen, as he tells us, the pro-
vinces of Thrace, Macedonia, Achaia, A fi a-Mi nor, and other

more eafterly regions, efpecially upon the fhores of the Euxine

fea, which had furnifhed his mind with much entertaining and
ufeful knowledge. In the Abridgement we have many parti-
culars related, that are no where elfeto be found; and this makes
it the more valuable. The ftyle of Paterculus, though miferably

difguifed through the careleflhefs of tranfcribers, and impoffible
to be reftored to purity for want of manufcripts, is yet mani-

feftly worthy of his age, which was the time of pure Latinity.
The greateft excellence of this hiftorian lies in his manner of

commending and blaming thofe of whom he fpeaks, which he

does in the fineft terms and the moft delicate expreflions. He is

condemned, and indeed with the greateft reafun, for his par-

tiality to the Houfe of Auguftus, and for making extravagant

eulogies, not only upon Tiberius, but even upon his favourite

Sejanus ; whom, though a vile and cruel monfter, Paterculus

celebrates as one of the molt excellent perfons the Roman com.
mon wealth had produced. Lipfuis, though he praifes him in

other refpedls, yet cenfures him feverely for his infincerity and

partiality.
" Velleius Paterculus [E]," fays he,

"
raifes my

indignation: he reprefents Sejanus, as endowed with all good
qualities. The impudence of this hiftorian! But we know
that he was born, and died, to the deftru&ion of mankind.
After many commendations, he concludes, that Livia was a

woman more re'fembling the gods than men : and, as to Tibe-

rius, he thinks it a crime to fpeak otherwife of him, than as of

immortal Jove. What fincere and honeft mind can bear this?

On the other hand, how artfully does he every where conceal the

great qualities of Cavfar Germanicus? how obliquely does he

ruin the reputation of Agrippina and others, whom Tiberius

[x] Ijpf. Epiil. Quaeft. lib- v. ep :
il
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was thought to hate? In fhort, he is nothing but a court-prof-*
titute. You will fay, perhaps, it was unfafe to fpeak the truth

at thofe times: I grant it; but if he could not write the

truth, he ought not to have written lies: none are called to ac-

count for filence." La Mothe le Vayer has made a very juft
remark upon this occafion :

" The fame fault," fays he
| K],

*

may be obferved in many others, who have written the hiftory
of their own times, with a defign to be published while they
lived."

It is ftrange, that a work fo elegant and worthy to be pre-

ferved, and of which, by reafon of its fhortnefs, copies might
be fo eafily taken, mould have been fo near being loft. One

manufcript only was fortunately found, as well of this author

dmong the Latins, as of Hefychius among the Greeks: ' in

which," fays a great critic of our own nation [G],
" the faults of

the fcribes are found fo numerous, and the defects fo beyond all

redrefs, that, notwithftanding the pains of the learnedeft and

acuteft critics for two whole centuries, thefe books (till are, and

arc like to continue, a mere heap of errors." No ancient author

but Prifcian makes mention of Paterculus: the moderns have

done him infinitely more juftice, and have illuftrated him with

notes and commentaries. He was firft publiflied, from the

manufcript of Morbac, by Rhenanus, at Bafil, in 1520: after-

wards by Lipfius, at Leyden, in 1581 : then by Gerard Voflius,

in 1639: next by Boeclerus, at Strafburg, in 1642: then by
Thyfius, and others: and laflly, by Peter Burman, at Leyden,
in 1719, in 8vo. To the Oxford edition, in 1693, 8vo, were

prefixed, the " Annales Velleiani" of Dodwell, which fliew

deep learning, and a great knowledge of antiquity.
PATIN (Guy), a French writer of much wit and learning,

and profellbr of phyiic in the Royal College of Paris, was of

an ancient and good family, and born at Houdan, a village near

Beauvais in Picardy, in 1602 [H_]. His father propofed to bring
him up an advocate; and, in order to give him a good pronun-
ciation, made him read Plutarch's Lives aloud, while he was yet
a child. He was firil placed in the college of Beauvais, but

afterwards lent to Paris; and put in the college of Boncourt,
where he continued two years, and went through a courfe of

philofophy. Some time after, a benefice was offered him, which
he flatly refuftd

; protefting absolutely, that he would never be

a prielt. His father was not very much offended with this,

perceiving the refufal to proceed from fomething ir,< v -nuous in

his nature
;
but his mother was fo enraged, that he was five

[r] Difcours fur les ancicnnei Hhtori- cnus, p. 92, 1743, Svo.

ens. [H] Nouvd!^s Lctt-.-.-s dc Guy Parin a

[c] Remarks upon a late Difcourfe on Mr. Charles Spon. torn. i. Lett. 18.

prce-thinking, by Fkileleathtrus Lipii- 1718. Basic's Did. PATIN.

years
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years Without feeing her or going home. Drclincouft, profeflor

of phyfic at Leyden, allured Bayle, that Patiu had been corrector

to a prefs; and it was probably during this period, when he did

it for a fupport. Meanwhile, he was advifed to improve him-

felf, in order to be a phyfician at Paris; and with this view he

ftudied very hard from 1622 to 1624, and was admitted there.

Then his father and mother were pacified, and a(fi(ted him with

money to take his degrees, and to purchafe books. Five years

after, he married a woman of fortune, by whom he had feveral

children. He became an eminent pratitioner> and alfo pub-
limed fome pieces in the way of his profeffion ; but they are

neither numerous nor confiderable. We have a lift of them in,

Mercklin's " Lindenius Renovatus," where the title of the firft,

and as it mould feem the mod confiderable, runs thus :
" De vale-

tudine tuenda, per vivendi normam, ufumque legitimum rerum
ad bene falubriterque vivendum neceffariaruin :" yet, in a letter

to Spon, he owns himfelf afhamed of it, and affures him, that

it was not worth his reading.
It was not any thing he wrote in his life-time upon phyfic,

but his "
Letters," publilhed fmce his death, which have made

his name fo famous. Some felel "
Letters," were firft published

at Geneva, in 1683, which meeting with a prodigious fale,

encouraged the boqkfeller to add two more volumes
; and all

the three were foon after publimed both in Holland and at Paris.
*' Thefe Letters," fays Voltaire [ij,

" were read with cage r-

nefs, becaufe they contained anecdotes of fuch things as every

body loves, and fatires which are liked ftill more. They ferve

to fhew, what uncertain guides in hiftory thofe writers are, who
inconfidcrately write down the news of the day. Such relations

are frequently falfe, or perverted by the malice of mankind;
and fuch a multitude of petty facls are feldom ccnlidered as

valuable but by little minds." Upon the publication of the firft

volume, in 1683 [K], Bayle palfed the following judgement on
thefe letters, which may indeed ferve for all that came out after-

wards :
" It is fit," fays he,

" the reader mould be advertifed,
that all the witty fayings, and all the ftories he relates are not

true. There are fome places, wherein he fhews a terrible

malice and a prodigious boldnefs in giving a criminal turn to

every thing. We ihould be very much to blame to believe thefe

paifages becaufe they are printed. All that can be gathered from
them is, that Mr. ratio wrote them to his friend, as things he
had heard from others, and to continue the cuftom he had a long
time obferved, of convening with him by letters, as he would
have done if they had taken a walk together. It is very we'll

known, that men in converfation talk as foon of a current rumour,

fi] Sieclcds Louis XIV. tom.ii.

[K] Nouvelle^ de 1* Rep. tlc> U-ttre. Avr. 1684, ." i-

though
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though it afterwards prove falfe, as they would of any thing that

is true : and when a man is of a fatirical humour, as it mud be

granted Mr. Patin was, that which is publifhed to the difad-

vantage of our neighbour is much more taken notice of, than

that which is fpoken of to his praife." It is not an eafy matter

to determine, whether thefe letters would have been better had

they been defigned for the public by the author ; or written, as

they are, in a carelefs manner, for the particular ufe of thofe

to whom they are directed. If Patin had defigned them for the

public, he would have filled them with learning, and obfervations

tipcn learned men and their works: he would not have publifhed

things which were not well examined, and as they offered them-

felves to his fancy ; and, in fhort, we fhould have had fewer falfe-

hoods in them : but then we fhould not have found there fo much
of his natural wit and genius j we fhould not have met with fo

many curious matters of fa<3, fo many lively and bold ftrokes which
divert us, and lead us into ferious reflections. Befides the three

volumes already mentioned, two more were afterwards published
at Amfrerdam, in 1718, under the title of,

*' Nouvelles lettres

de feu Mr. Guy Patin, tirecs du cabinet de Mr. Charles Spon."
All the five volumes are in i2mo, and the *' Letters" bear date

from 1642 to 1672.
It was in this laft year that the author died, and left a fon

named Charles, who became very famous, and excelled parti-

cularly in the knowledge of medals. It is faid, that Guy Patin

refembled Cicero, and had much the air of that illuftrious orator,
whofe ftatue is ftill to be feen at Rome.
PATIN (CHARLES), fecond fon of Guy Patin, was born at

Paris, Feb. 23, 1633 ;
and made fuch a wonderful progrefs in

literature, that he maintained Greek and Latin thefes upon all

farts

of philofophy, in 1647 [LJ. His profeffor, who was an

rifhman, and did not very well underftand Greek, was very

angry at thefe thefes, when he was defired to examine them :

but, feeing the young man prepared to defend them without a

moderator, he was forced to prefide at the difputation, for fear

of hurting his reputation. The pope's nuncio, thirty-four

bifhops, and many perfons of quality, were prefent at the dif-

putation ; when the refpondent, having flood the fhock for the

fpace of five hours in both languages, was with great glory ad-

mitted to a Mafter of Ai ts degree. He was then but fourteen

years of age. He afterwards Itudied the civil law, in complai-
fance to an uncle by his mother's fide, who was an advocate in

the parliament of Paris: he took his licenfe at Poitiers after

fixteen month?, and was admitted -an advocate in the fame

parliament. He fpent fix years in this profeffion, but could

not forfake the ftudy of
phyfic,

to which his inclination

[t] Bayle'lDift. PATIN, aotc r.

always
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always led him. It was his father's will alfo, that he fhould

give up the l:.w, and devote himfelf to phyfic; fo that he

eafily relifhed the reafon, which the famous phyfician Marefcot

alledged, for preferring the profefiien of phyfic to the priefthood,
for which his father had originally defigned him. This reafon

was, that it had afforded him three benefits, which he never

'could have obtained by the priefthood : one, that he had enjoyed
a perft 61 Hate of health to the age of eighty-two ; another, that

he had gained a hundred thoufand crowns; a third, that his had

yed the intimate friendship of feveral illuftrious perfons.
As foon as he was admitted doctor of phyfic, he applied himfelf

to practice, and fucceeded greatly. He read lectures on phylic,
in the room of proteiFor Lopez, who was gone to Bourdeaux.

Fearing to be imprifonetl for reafons which have never been
cleared up, he quitted France in 1668, and travelled into Ger-

many, Holland, England, Switzerland, and Italy. He fixed

at Balll ; but the war between the Germans and the French

upon the frontiers made him fo uneafy, that he removed with
all his family into Italy. He was made profeffor of phyfic at

Padua in 1676, and three years after, honoured with the dig-

nity of knight of St. Mark. He underftood, in i68ij that the

king of France would receive him into favour; and perhaps
would have returned to his own country, if the chief profelfor's

place in furgery at Padua had not been given him, with an aug-
mentation of his falary. He 'died there, Oct. 2, 1693, of a

polypus in his heart. He had married, in 1663, the daughter
of a phyfician of Paris; a learned lady, by whom he had two

daughter?, Avho became .alfo learned. They were all of the

academy of the Ricovrati at Padua, and all diftinguimed them-
fclvcs by fo;ne fmali publications.

Charles Patin published a great number of valuable works,
whu-h, fays Voltaire [M],

" are read by men of learning, as

his father's Letters are by men of leifure." Some of thefe

relate to fubjects of phyfic, but the greater part are employed
upon medals and antiquities. The principal are, I. " In-

troduction a 1'Hittoire par la connoitfance des Medailles, 1665,"
in i2tno. 2. "

Imperatorum Numifmata," folio. 3.
" The-

faurus Numifrnatum,''' 4to. 4.
" Relations Hiftoriques et

Curieufes de diverfes voyages en Allemag;;e, Angleterre, Hol-

laruie, &c.
:>

I2mo. 5.
" Prattica delle Medaglie," I2mo. 6.

" De Numifmate Antiquo Augufti et Pbtonis," 4to. 7.
" De

Optima Medicorum Sccta; Oratio Inauguralis," 4to. 8. " De
Avicenn j," 410. 9.

" I)e Scorbuto," 4to. 10. "
Q^iod op-

timus Medicus debeat eiTe Chirurgus," 4to. n. "
Lycaeum

Patavinum, five Icones et Vitas Profeiforum Patavii anno 1682

[M] Siccle de Louis, torn. 11.

VOL. XII. F public*
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publice docentium," 410; and many other compofitions of a

fmaller nature, as well relating to his profeffion, as upon
medals, infcriptions, and antiquities in general.
When the " Introduction to Hiftory by the Knowledge of

Medals," was publiflied, it was cenfurcd by Mr. Sallo, in his

new "
Journal dcs Scavans," who alfo treated Charles Putin's

" Defence" of it with great contempt. This very much in-

cenfed Guy Putin, who expreiled himfelf thus in a letter to his

friend[N] :
"

I do not know whether you have received a kind

of gazette, which is called the Journal of the Learned
;
the

author whereof having complained in a little article againlt my
fon Charles, concerning a medal made here the lalt year for the

Switzcrs, he has anfwered him. I have fent you his anfwer,
which is wife and modeil. This new Gazetteer has replied to

him, and there fpeaks as one who is ignorant and extravagant:
to which reply he mould doubtlefs have had a fmart and itrong
anfwer, if Charles had not been defired to fufpend his reply,
and threatened with a letter under the king's fignet. The truth

is, Mr. Colbert takes into his protection the authors of this

Journal, which is attributed to Mr. Sallo, a counfellor in par-
liament."

In another letter, Guy Patin fpeaks of the caufes of his fon's

difgrace, and of his leaving Paris, which he imputes to certain

prohibited books found in his ftudy. The reafons Bayle gives

are, firft, That Charles Patin was fcnt into Holland, with an

order to buy up all the copies of the " Amours of the Royal
Palace," and to burn them upon the place without fparing any:
lecondly, That a great prince gave him this commiflion, and

j>romifed to reward him for his pains: thirdly, That this com-

miflioner, having bought up all the copies, did not burn them,
but fent a great number of them into the kingdom.

"
This,"

fays Bayle,
"

is the ,common report at Paris: I know not

whether it be well grounded."
PATRICK (SIMON), a very learned Englilh bifliop, was

the fon of a mercer at Gainfborough in Lincolnfhire, and born
there Sept. 8, 1626 [o]. He was admitted into Qneen's-collegc
at Cambridge, in 1644; and became a friend of the learned Mr.
John Smith, fellow of the fame college, whofe funeral fermon
he preached, in 1652. Taking the degrees in arts at the ufual

periods, he was chofen fellow of his college ;
and about the

fame time received holy orders from Hall bimop of Norwich,
in his retirement at fligham, after his ejection from his bi-

fhopric. He was loon after taken as a chaplain into the family
of fir Walter St. John of Battcrfea, who gave him that living

[N} Tome iii. Letter 421. [o] General Dictionary, from Memoirs communi-
cated by the late Dr. Knight. Sec article SW'ITH, John.

in
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in 1658. In 1661, he was elected by a majority of fellows

matter of Queen's-college, in oppofition to a royal mandamus*
appointing Mr. Anthony Sparrow, for that place [P] : but the

affair being brought before the king and council, was foon

decided in favour of Mr. Sparrow ; and fome of the fellows,
if not all, who had fided with Patrick, were ejected. His
next preferment was the rectory of St. Paul's, Covent-Garden^
London, given him by the earl of' Bedford, in 1662; where
he -endeared himfelf much to the parifhioners by inftrudtion

and example, and particularly by continuing all the while

among them during the plague in 1665. It is (aid further, that,
out of a fpccial regard to them, he refufed the archdeaconry of

Huntingdon.
Having lufRcient reafons of diflike to his college at Cam-

bridge, he went to Oxford for his degrees in divinity: and,

entering himfelf of Chrift-church, took his doctor's degree
there in 1666. He was made chaplain in ordinary to the king
about the fame time. In 1668, he publifhed his "

Friendly
Debate between a Conformift and Non-conformift ;" which
was anfwered by the Diilenters, who were much exafperated

by it. In 1672, he was made prebendary of Weftminfter, and
dean of Peterborough, in 1679. Here he completed and pub-
lifhed the "

Hiftory of the Church of Peterborough," which
had been compiled by Simon Gunton, who was a native and

prebendary of Peterborough. Gunton died in 1676 ;
and

Patrick publifhed, in 1 680, his manufcript in folio, with a,

large
"
Supplement," from page 225 to 332, containing a fuller

account of the abbots and biihops of Peterborough, than had
been given by Gunton. In 1680, the lord-chancellor Finch
offered him the living of St. Martin's in the Fields, but he

refuted it, and recommended Dr. Thomas Ten! Ton. In 1682,
Dr. Lewis de Moulin, who had been hiftory-profeflbr at Oxford,
and had written many bitter bocks againtl the church of Eng-
land, fent for Patrick upon his death-bed, and folemnly declared

his regret upon that account ; which declaration being figned,
was publilhe.l after his death.

During the reign of James II. Dr. Patrick was one of thofe

champions, who defended the Proteftarrt religion againft the

Pupifh.; and fome pieces by him are inferted in the colle&ion
of " Controvcriial Tracls," 3 vols. folio, publifhed at that time.

In 1686, he and Dr. June, the two chaplains then in waiting,
had a conference with two. Romifh priefts, in the pretence of

the king, who was defirous of bringing over Lawrence Hyde,
earl of Rocheftcr, to. Popery; but that conference, initead of

perverting the carl, only fervcd to confirm him in his old prin-

[t] Wood's Fafti, vol. ii.

F 2
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ciples. Bifhop Kennet, who relates this[o_], adds, that the

king, going off abruptly, was heard to fay, "He never fair

a bad caufe fo well, nor. a good one fo ill, maintained." The
king took vaft pains to gain over Patrick, lent for him, treated

him kindly, deiired him to abate his zeal againft his church,
and quietly enjoy his .own religion: but the dean replied, with

proper courage,
" That he c<;uld not give up a religion fo

vrAl proved as that of the Proteitants." Conformably to

this principle, he oppofed the reading of his majefty's Decla-

ration tor Liberty of Confcience ; ana alTilled Dr. Tenifon in

fetting up a fchool at Su Martin's, to.confront the Popifh one,

opened at the Savoy, in order to ftduce the youth of the town
into Popery. He had alfo a great lhare in the compreheniicsn

projected by archbiiliop Sar.croft.

At the Revolution in 1688, great ufe was made of the dean,
who was very active in fettling the affairs of the church : he

was called upon to preach before the prince and princefs of

Orange, and foon after appointed one of the commilTioners for

the review of the liturgy. In 1689, he was made bifhop of

Chichefter; and employed, with others of the new bifhops, to

compofe the diforders of the church of Ireland. In 1691, he
was translated to the fee of Ely, in the room of Turner, who
was deprived for refufing the oaths to government. Here h-i

continued to perform all the offices of a good bifhop, as well

as a good man, which he had ever proved himfelf on all occa-

iions. He died at Ely, May 31, -1707, aged eighty; and was
interred in the cathedral, where a monument is eredled to

his memory.
This prelate was one of the moft learned men, as well as

bed writers of his time. He publilhed many and various

writings; fome of the devotional kind, many "Sermons,''
" Tracts againft Popery," and "

Paraphrafes and Commen-
taries upon the Holy Scriptures." Thele lafl are excellent in

their way, and perhaps the molt nfeful of any ever written i:i

the Englifh language. They wt re publi fired at various times,

but reprinted in 3 vols. folio; and, with Lowth on the Prophets,
Arnald on the Apocrypha, and VVhitby on the New Teflament,
make a continued regular corr.'r.entary in Englilli upon all the

facred books. The ityle of this prelate is even and eafy, his

compoiitions rational, and full of good and found fenA\
.Burnet ranks him among thofe many worthy and eminent

clergymen in this nation, who deferved a high character
; and

were indeed an honour to the church, and to the age in which

they lived.

[Q.]' Complete: HiAory of England, vol. iii. p. 451.
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PATRIX (PETER), a French minor poet, was born at

Cuen, in 1585, and being the ion of a lawyer, was deiigned

by his'tather for the fame profcflion. This deftinution, which

fcldom fuits a poetical imagination, was accordingly rejected

by Patrix, who addicted himfcif entirely to poetry. About the

age of forty, he attached hirniclf to the court of Gafton, duke

of Orleans, to whom, and to his widow, Margaret of Lorraine,

he faithfully devoted his fervices. A Norman accent, and a

tin affectation of ruftic iimplicity, did not prevent him
from being in high favour at that little court : his wit, 1'iveli-

ntis, andTocial talent, making amends for every little imper-
fection. Towards the latter end of life, he became ftrongly
touched with fentuiients of religion, and fupprefled, as far ai

he could, the licentious poems which he had written in hi$

youth. He lived to the great age of eighty-eight, and died at

Paris in 1672. At eighty, he had a violent illnefs, and when
he recovered from it, his friends advifed him to leave his bed;
" Alas!" faid he. " at my time of life, it is hardly worth
while to take the trouble of drelling my (elf again." He
proved however miflaken, as to the mortnefs of his fubfequent
life. Of his works there are extant, I. A colledion of verfefc

entitled,
" La mifericorde de Dieu fur tm pecheur penitent,"

4to, Blois, 1660. Thefe were written in his age, yet polTefi

fome fire. 2.
" Plaints des Confonnes qui n'ont pas 1'honneuf

d'entrer dans le nom c'e Ncutgermain," preferved in the works
of Voiture, 3. Mifcellaneous poems, in the collection of

Barbin. The greater part of them are feeble, with the excep-
tion of a few original pafTages. The poem moft known was
made a few days before his death. It is called the Dream

;

and, though it is of a ferious caft, a tranflation of it, oddly

enough, pollefies a place in all our Engliih jeft-books. Jt

alil-ris a moral and religious axiom, which is undeniable, that

death levels all conditions : fome modern moralrfts will infer from

it, though unfairly, that they ought to be levelled before death.

The original is little known ;
it is this:

Je fongcois cette nuit que, de ma! confume,
Cote a cote d'un Pauvre on m'avoit inhume,
Et que n'en pouvant pus fonrTrir le voifinage,
En mort de qualite je lui tins ce langage :

" Retire toi, coquin ! va pourrir loin d'ici,

II ne t'appartient pas de m'approcher ainfi."
*'

Coquin!'' me dit i!, d'une arrogance extreme,
" Va chercher tes coquins ailleurs, coquin toi-memc!

Ici tons font egaux; je ne te dois plus rien ;

Je fuis fur njon fumier, comme toi fur le tien."

F 3 PATRU
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PATRU (OLIVER), a polite fcholar, and memorable for

being one of the firft polifhers and refiners of the French lan-

guage, was born in 1604 at Paris, where his father was pro-
curator to the parliament [R]. His application to the learned

languages did not make him forget, as it does very many, to

cultivate his own; the beauty and genius of which he entered

into early, and made ever after the principal Itudy of his life.

After procuringhim felf to be received an advocate, he went into

Italy; and, on his return to Paris, frequented the bar. " He
was the firft," fays Voltaire,

" who intoduced corrtctnefs and

purity of language in pleadings[s]." He obtained the repu-
tation of a mod exact fpeakcr and excellent writer, and was
efteemed fo perfectly knowing in grammar and in his own lan-

guage, that all his decilions were fubmitted to as oracles.

Vaugelas, the famous grammarian, to whom the French lan-

guage was greatly indebted for much of its perfection, con-
fefTes that he learned many fecrets of his art from Patru : and
Boileau applied to him to review his works, and ufed to profit

by his opinion. Patru was an extremely rigid cenfor, though
jull ;

infomuch that, when Racine made fome obfervations

upon the works of Boileau a little too fubtle and refined, Boileau,
inftead of the Latin proverb, Nejis mibi patruus,

" Do not treat

me with the feverity of an uncle," replied, Nejis mlbi Patru,
" Do not treat me with the feverity of Patru/'

Patru was eltimable for the qualities of his heart, as well as

thofe of the head: was honeit, generous, fincere, and pre-
ferved a gaiety of character, which no ill fortune could alter

or affect: for this famous advocate, in fpite of ail his talents,

lived almoft in a flate of indigence. 'I he love of the belles

lettres made him neglect the law ; and the barren glory of being
an oracle to the belt French writers had more charms for him,
than all the profits of the bar. Hence he became fo poor, as

to be reduced to the necellity of
felling

his books, which fetmed
dearer to him than his life; and would actually have fold them
for an undcr-price, if Boileau had not generoufly advanced him
a larger fum, with this further privilege, that he ihould have
the ufe of them as long as he lived. His death was preceded by
a tedious illnefs, during which he received a picftrit of fire

hundred crowns from Colbert, as a mark of the ciiecrn -which

the king had for him. He died Jan. 16, 1681. He had hif n
elected a member of the French academy in 1640, by the in-

tereft of cardinal Richelieu. The prodigious care arid exact -

nefs with which he retouched and finiihcd every thing he

wrote, did not permit him to publifli much. His mifcella-

[R] Niceron, tome vi. Eloge by father Bouhours, in the Journal de_ Scavans, and
a: the head of t'-Uru':; works. -[sj ;ccJc ds Louii XIV. tome ji.
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neous works were printed at Paris in 1670, 410 ;
the third edi-

tion of which, in 1714, was augmented with feveral pieces.

They conftfl: of " Pleadings,"
"

Orations,"
"

Letters,"
" Lives

of forne of his Friends,"
" Remarks upon the French Language,

&.T." A very ingenious tract by him was publiflied at Paris in

1651, 410, with this title,
"

Reponfe du Cure a la Lettre du

Marguillier fur la conduite de M. le'Coadjuteur.
PATTISON (WILLIAM), was born at Peafmarfli, in the

county of Suflex, 1706 [T], and was the fon of a farmer at that

place, who rented a confiderable eflate of the earl of Thanet.

He difcovered excellent parts, with a ftrong propenfity to learn-

ing ;
and his father, not being in circumftances to give him a

proper education, applied to his noble landlord, who took him
under his protection, and placed him at Appleby fchool in Weft-
rnoreland. Here he became acquainted with Mr. Noble, a

clergyman of great learning and fine tafte, who, perceiving his

natural talents, and earnelt application to poetry, took a great

pleafure in giving him fuch inltruclions as he thought conducive

to the advancement of his knowledge, and ripening of his judge-
ment. For this purpofe, he frequently read the claflics with

him ; taught him how to difcern the beauties and the faults of

authors
;
defcribed to him the difference between falfe wit and

judicious writing; and gave him fuch a plan, as proved very

advantageous to him in the profecution of his (Indies. He was
a great lover of folitude ; and there is a very romantic place near

Appleby, to which he ufed frequently to retire, and which,
from the near refemblance it has to fome defcriptions in Cowley,
he called "

Cowley's Walk." In this wild fcene of ragged
rocks, ihady woods, and murmuring dreams, he fpent many an

agreeable afternoon, and many a moonlight evening, to indulge
himfelf in that pleafing melancholy, which the awful folemnity
of the place naturally infpired. The fame caft of mind made
him a great admirer of angling. He was fo much a lover of

this diverfton, that he ufed frequently to fit up late, and fome-

times whole fummer nights, upon the banks of his Ituna, with
his angle in his hand. Here he ufed often to write verfes ; and
would fay, that many of his lines 'owed their fmoothnefs and

harmony to thofe ftreams. Here it was that he wrote an agree-
able philofoplu'cal poem, intitled,

" The Morning Contempla-
tion."

Upon his leaving Appleby, he went to Sidney college in

Cambridge, where he purfued the plan Mr. Noble had given
him, and went through the claflics, as well as all our Englilh

poets, with great advantage ; now and then recreating himfelf

with his favourite amufement on the banks of the Cam. Of

[T] Memoirs of the author prefixed to hi works.

F 4 "aU
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all the books he ever read,
"

Spenfer's Fairy Queen" and
" Brown's Britannia's Paftorals" are faid to have given him the

greateft delight. The laft mentioned b >ok, which he had pur-
chafed for a Ihilling, was, through his misfortunes, 2!! the library
he left behind him. He had a great averfion to public d'fputa-

tipns, and could not well brook the college difcipline. He was of

a temper impatient of reftraint
;
and his tutor, he thought, treated

him with great rigour. A quarrel enfued ; and, to avoid the

fcandal of expulfion, with which he was threatened, he took his

name out of the college book, and went to London. He left

the college, however, in mirth, though the confluences termi-

nated in melancholy ; by deputing his gown to make his apology
in verfes, a copy of which he pinned upon it at his departure.

This imprudent ftepgave his friends very great concern
; they

were very anxious for his return ; and, as he had been guilty of

no grofs immoralities, they paved a way for his kind reception.
But the pleafures of th$ town, the defire of being known, and

his romantic expectations of mee;ing with fome generous patron
to reward his merit, rendered him deaf to all advice. He led a

pleafurable life, frequented Button's, and became acquainted
with fome of the moft eminent wits of the time. As he had
no fortune, nor any means of fubfiftence, but what arofe from
the fubfcriptions for the poems he propofed to publifh ; and, ai

he wanted even common prudence to manage this precarious
income, he was foon involved in the deeped diftrefs and moft

deplorable wretchednef.s. In a very pretty poem, intitled,
"

Effigies Authoris," addrelicd to lord Burlington, he defcribes

himfelf as deftitute of friends ; of money ; a prey to hunger ;

and paffing his nights on a bench in St. James's park. In a

private letter to a gentleman, he thus exprell himfelf,
"

Spare

my blufhes ; I have not enjoyed the common neceiiJii-'S of life

thefe two days, and can hardly hold to fubfcribe rnyfelf, <S:c."

Curll, the bookfeller, finding fome of his competitions well

received, and going through feveral impreilions, took him into

his houfe
; and, as Pope affirms in ons of his letters, ftarved him

to death. But this does not appear to be (h icily true
;

for he

was feized with the fmall-pox, after he had been about a month
in his houfe. The diftemper feemed to be of the moft favour-

able fort, and he was carefully attended by a phyllcian, through
his friend Mr. Eufden's recommendation. But his heart, he faid

himfelf, was biniken through the a!tiicr.ions he had fallen under,
and all medicinal prefcriptions were ineffectual. Xhus died this

unfortunate young man in his 21 ft year, and obtained at laft,

after uncommon delay, the favour of a grave in the upper church-
, yard belonging to St. Clement Danes in the Strand.

He had a furprifing genius, and had raifed hopes in all that

knew him. that he would become one of the moft eminent poets

of
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of the age. His example, it is to be hoped, may be of ufe to

check the fallies of youth ;
to make them more attentive to the

iage advice of friendfliip and experience ; and to (he'.y them the

iniignih'cance of the brighteft parts without a due mixture of pru-
dence. His poetical works, coniidercd, as they ought to he,

only as juvenile productions, have
great merit, and were pub-

liOied in 2 vols. 8vo, 1728.
PAVILLON (STEPHEN'), a poet of moderate reputation in

France, was born at Paris in 1652. He was for a time diflin-

guilhed as advocate -general in the parliament of Metz, but nei-

ther, the ftrength of his conftitution, nor the tendency of his

inclinations, permitted him to perfilt very long in that toilfome

career. He retired to enjoy a literary repofe, which after a
time was rendered more affluent by a peniion of 2000 livres

from Louis XIV. He was a member of both the academies,
and was generally regarded as a man of real philofophy without

any affedation of it. His poems were collected in 1 720, and have

fince been republimed in two fmall vols. I2mo. Though they,
are in general more or lefs negligent, they have a delicacy and
natural air which renders them very pleafing. He imitated the

manner of Voiture, and frequently excelled his model. He
produced alfo a few elegant compofitions in profe.
PAUL (MARK), or MARCO PAULO, the Venetian, a cele-

brated traveller in the 131!! century, is the firft writer of any
note who .has given a relation of the eaftern countries. He
began his travels in 1272, and went as far as the -capital of

CUBLAI CHAN, whofe court he vifited. He gives a very cir-

cumltantial account of all he law there; even defcribes the per-
fon of that monarch who was the fixth from Genghis Chan.

Many have imagined Cambalu^ which he defcribes as the feat of
this empire, to be Pekin in China, founded there by this con-

queror, foon after he had conquered the country. One circum-
ftance is worth noticing, which is, that though he refided long in

China, he never mentions the great wall, on which a queition

naturally arifes: Did he forget it, or was it not then erec-led?

Harris's Phil. Inq.
PAUL SARPI [u], ufua.lly called in England, Father Paul,

in Italian, Fra Paolo, a very illuftrious writer, was born at

Venice the I4th of Aug. 1552; and was the fon of Francis

Sarpi, a merchant, whole anceilors came from Friuli, and of

Ifabella Morclli, a native of Venice [xj. He was baptized by
the name of Peter, which he afterwards, upon entering into his

order, changed for Paul. His father dying, Ambrolio Morelli

[u] This fhould have ftood under Sarpi, [x] Fulgentio's Life of Father Paul;
but the error was difcovered too late to be and Lockman's txtraft from it, prefixed
removed widi conveaicr-ce. to Paul's Treatife of Ecclefiaftical Bene-

fices ami Revenues, Lond. 1736. Svo.

his
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his uncle, prieft ofthe collegiate church of St. Hermagoras, took

him and a fitter under his own care; and their mother retired

into a convent. This Ambrofio was very well (killed in polite

literature, \vhich he taught to ftveral children of the noble Vene-

tians : and he took particular care of the education of his little

nephew, whofe genius was very happy, though his conftitution

was very delicate. Paul had quick apprehenfion, a prodigious

memory, a great ftrength of judgement ;
fo that he made un-

common advances in every thing he undertook. He (tudied

phiiofophy and divinity under Giov. Maria Capella, a father

belonging to the monallery of the Servites in Venice
; and he

alfo cultivated, when but in his tender years, the mathematics,
and the Greek and Hebrew tongues. Capella boafted, that he

had a fcholar who was capable of being his mafter ; and con-

ceived fuch a veneration for him, that he prevailed with him, as

is fuppofed, to aflTume the religious habit of the Servites, not-

\vithltanding the oppofition from his mother and uncle, who
intended him for their own church. Paul took this habit, Nov.

24, 1 566 ; and two years after made his tacit proieffion, which
he folemnly renewed May the loth, 1572.

Being then in his 2oth year, he defended, in a public aflembly
at Mantua, feveral difficult proportions in natural phllofophy
and divinity ;

on which occafion he gave fo extraordinary a proof
of his abilities, that the duke of Mantua appointed him his chap-
lain, at the fame time that the bifhop of that city made him
reader of canon law and divinity in his cathedral. Thefe em-

ployments animated him to improve himfelf in Hebrew ; and

he applied alfo with fo much vigour to the ftudy of hiftory,
that it may be juftly affirmed no man ever furpafled him in it.

During his ftay at Mantua he became acquainted with many
eminent perfons ; and, what made him more known, the duke,
\vhowasalearned prince, obliged him to difpute with perfons
of all profeflions, and on all fubjecls. Paul had a profound

knowledge in the mathematics, but the utmoft contempt for

judicial aftrology :
" We cannot," he ufed to fay,

" either find

out, or we cannot avoid, what will happen hereafter/' Ful-

gentio tells a pleafant ftory to this purpofe. William, duke
of Mantua, who loved to foften the cares of government with

fallies of humour, having a mare ready to foal a mule, engaged
Paul to fit up a whole night, and with his inftrument to take the

horofcope of the animal's nativity. This being done, and the

fcheme fettled, the duke fcnt it to all the famous aftrologers in

Europe, with this infcription, that under fuch an afpecl a buf-

tard was born in the duke's palace. The attrologers returned

very different judgments ; fome afluring that this baflard would
be a cardinal, others a great warrior, others a bifhop, and others

a pope :

I
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a pope : all which, as may be fuppofed, afforded the duke no
fmall ciiverfion.

Paul, being now weary of a court life, which no way fuited

his inclination, left Mantuaj and returned to his convent at

Venice. By this time he had made a furprifing progrefs in the

canon and civil law, in all parts of phyiic, and in the Chaldec

language ; and, as ufually happens, his great reputation had

expoied him to much envy. For, before he left Mantua, one

Cluudio, who was jealous of his fuperior talents, accufed him to

the inquifition of herefy, for having denied that the dodlrine of
the Trinity could be proved from the firft chapter of Gencfis :

but Paul, appealing to Rome, was honourably acquitted, and
the inqnifitor reprimanded for prefuming to determine upon
things written in a language he did not underftand. At twenty-
two, , he was ordained prielt ;

and afterwards, when he had taken
the degree of doctor in divinity, and was admitted a member of
the college of Padua, was chofen provincial of his order for the

province of Venice, though he was then but twenty- fix: an
inftance which had never happened before among the Servites.

He acquitted himfelf in this port, as he did in every other, with
the Itridteft integrity, honour, and piety; infomuch that, in

1579, in a general chapter held at Parma, he was appointed
with two others, much his feniors, to draw up new regulations
and ftatutea for his order. This employment made it neceflary
for him to refide at Rome, where his exalted talents recom-
mended him to the notice of cardinal Alexander Farnefe, and
other great perfonages.

His employment as provincial being ended, he retired for three

years, which he faid was the only repofe he had ever enjoyed;
and applied himfelf to the ftudy of natural philofophy and ana-

tomy. Among other experiments, he employed himfelf in the

tranfmutation of metals
; but not with any view of di (covering

the philofopher's ftone, which he always ridiculed as iinpoflible.
In the courfe of his experiments, he found out feveral ufeful

fecrets
; the honour of which has been appropriated by other

people. He likewife ftudied anatomy, efpecially that part of it,

which relates to the eye ; on which he made fo many curious

obfervations, that the celebrated Fabricius ab Aquapendente did

not fcruple to employ, in terms of the higheft applaufe, the

authority of Paul on that fubjer, both in his lectures and writ-

ings. Fulgentio exprefies his furprife at Aquapendente, for not

acknowledging, in his " Treat ife of the Eye," the fingular

obligations he had to Paul, whom he declares to have merited

all the honour of it. He afferts likewife, that Paul difcovered

the valves, which ferve for the circulation of the blood, and
this feems to be allowed

;
but not that lie difcovered the circu-

lation itfelf, as Walai-us, Morhoff, and others have contended,

againft
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againfl the claim of our countryman Harvey, to whom that dif-

covery has been ufually, and indeed juftly, afcribed. A book
was publilhed at Amfterdam, 1684, in 8vo, with this title,
" Inventa Novantiqua ; id eft, brevis enarratio ortus et pro-

grelTus artis medicae, ac prsecipue de inventis vnlgo novis aut

nuperrime in ca repertis:" in \vhich the author, Theod. Janfo-
nius ab Almeloveen, far from allowing Harvey to have difco-

vered the circulation of the blood, affirms it to have been known
to feveral others, and even to Hippocrates himfelf : but as to

what concerns Paul, he has the following remarkable paffage :

"
Joannes Leonicenus fays, that Father Paul difcovercd the

circulation of the blood, and the valves of the veins
;

but ci'jrlt

not make the difcovery public, for fear of expofing hirnfdf to

trouble ;
fince he was already but too much fufpe&ed, and there

wanted nothing but this new paradox to transform him into an

heretic, in a country where the inquifnion prevails. For thi$

reafon he entruftcd the fecret to Aquapendente alone, who fear-

ful alfo of becoming obnoxious, communicated it but to a few,
and waited till his death, before he would fuffer his Treatife

concerning the valves of the veins to be prefcntcd to the republic
of Venice: and as the flighted novelties in that country are apt
to create alarms among the people, the book was repofitcd pri-

vately in the library of St. Mark. But as Aquapendente had

difcovered the fecret to a curious young Englifli gentleman,
named Harvey, who ftudied under him at Padua, and as Father

Paul at the fame time made the fame difcovery to the Englifh,

ambaflador, thefe two Englifhmen upon their return home,

being in a country of freedom, publiihcd it
;
and having con-

firmed it by a variety of experiments, claimed the whole honour
to themfelves." Dr. George Ent [Y j,

in his letter to Harvey,

prefixed t:> his "
Apologia pro circulatione fanguinis," attempts

to refute this account, by obferving, that the Venetian ambalVa-

dor, having been prefented by Harvey with his book, lent it to

Paul, who tranfcribed many things from it, and this among the

reft: but there is a very great difficulty in this pafTage of Ent ;

for it is certain that Harvey's book was not printed till 1628,
whereas Paul died in 1623. Dr. Frcind, however, has very
well afccrtained the lole difcovery of the circulation to Harvey,

by (hewing, that none of thofe, to whom it has been afcribed,

underftood the nature and manner of it; and that,
"

though

Aquapendcute could difcover and dcfcrib^- the valves of the

veins, yet he was at the fame time ignorant of the true ufe of

them, as appears from his own clefcription of them" [z].
Father Paul's great fame would not fuffer him any longer to

enjoy his retreat : for he was now appointed procurator-general

y] Bayle, Nouvelles de la Rep. des Lettres, Juin } 1684, art. ii.

i] Hilt, of Phyftc, v. i. p. 227, &c, 2vo.

of
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of his order; and during three years at Rome, where he was
on that account obliged to refide, he difcovered fuch prodigious

talents, that he was called by the pope's command to aflilt in

congregations where matters of the higheft importance were
debated. He was very much cfteemcd by Sixtus V. by cardinal

Bellartnine, and by cardinal Caftegna, afterwards Urban VII.

Upon his return to Venice, he refumed his ftudies, beginning
them before fun-rife, and continuing them all the morning.
The afternoons he fpent in philofophical experiments, or in con-
verfation with his learned friends. He was now obliged to remit

a little from his uf'ial application : for, by too iritenfe ftudy, he
had already contracted infirmities, with which he was troubled

till old age. Thefe made it neceifary for him to drink a littlaf

wine, from which he had abftained till he was thirty years old ;

and he ufed to fay, that one of the things of which he was moil

repented was, that he had been perfuaded to drink wine. He
eat fcarce any thing but bread and fruits, and ufed a very fmall

quantity of food, becaufe the leaft fulnefs rendered him liable to

violent pains of the head.

But now Providence was pleafed to take Paul out of this

haven of tranquillity, and to expofe him on an ocean of troubles.

Upon leaving Venice to go to Rome, he had left his friends

under the counfel and direction of Gabriel ColliUbni, with whom
he had formerly joined in redreiTmg certain grievances. But
this man did not anfwer Paul's expectation, being guilty of great
exactions : and, when the father intended to return to Venice,
diiTuaded him from it, well knowing that his return would put
an end to his impofitions. He therefore artfully reprefcnted,

that, by (laying at Rome, he would be fure to make his fortune :

to which Paul, with more honelty than policy, returned an
anfwer in cypher, that " there was no advancing himfelf at the

court of Rome, but by fcandalous means
;
and that, far from

valuing the dignities there, he held them in the utmoft abomina-
tion." After this, he returned to Venice; and, coming to an.

irreconcileable rupture with CollifTom, on account of his cor-

rupt practices, the latter mewed his letter in cypher to cardinal

Santa Severina, who was then at the head of the inquifition.
The cardinal, however, did not think it convenient to attack

Paul himfelf, although he fhevved his difa Section to him by per-

fecuting his friends. But when Paul oppofed Colliflbni's being
elected general of the order, the latter accufed him to the iriqui-
fition at Rome of holding a correfpondence with the Jews ; and,
to aggravate the charge, produced the lettiv in cypher juft men-
tioned. The inquifitors did not think proper to continue the

proiecution, yet Paul was ever after coniidered as an inveterate

enemy to the grandeur of the court of Rome. He was charged
alfo with (hewing too great refpet and civility to heretics, who,
on account of his vail reputation, came to fee him from all

parts j
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parts; and this prevented pope Clement VHI. from nominating
him, when he was folicited, to the fee of Nola FA], So, at

leaft, fays Fulgent io : and we are elfewhere informed, that
* Paul was an intimate friend of Mornay, of Diodati, and

feveral eminent Proteftants; and, that when a motion was made
at Rome to beftow on him a cardinal's hat, what appeared the

chief obftacle to his advancement was, his having a greater cor-

refpondence with heretics than with Catholics. Diodati in-

formed me," continues Ancillon,
"

that, obferving in his con-

verfations with Paul, how in many opinions he agreed with the

Proteftants, he faid, he was extremely rejoiced to find him
not far from the kingdom of heaven ; and therefore ftronujy
exhorted him to profefs the Proteflant religion publicly. But

the father anfwered, that it was better for him, like St. Paul, to

be anathema for his brethren ; and that he did more fervice to

the Proteftant religion in wearing that hahit, than he could do

by laying it afide. The elder Daille told me, that in going to

and coming from Rome with de Villarnoud, grandfon to Mor-

nay, whofe preceptor he was, he had pafled by Venice, and

vifited Paul, to whom Mornay had recommended him by letters
;

that, having delivered them to the father, he difcovered the

higheft efteem for the illuftrious Mr. Du Pleflis Mornay ; that

he gave the kindefl reception to Mr. de Villarnoud his grandfon,
and even to Mr. Daille ; that afterwards Mr. Daille became

very intimate with father Paul," &c. All this is confirmed by
father Paul's letters, which on every occafion exprefs the higheft

regard for the Proteftants.

About 1602, he was drawn forth from his private ftudie?,

'which he had now indulged, though amidft numerous vexations,

for many years, into public affairs. A difpute arofe between

the republic of Venice and the court of Rome, relating to eccle-

fiaftical immunities ; and, as both divinity and law were con-

cerned in it, father Paul was appointed their divine and canonift,
to act in concert with the law-confultors. The difpute had

commenced, and been carried on, under Clement VIII. but

when Paul V. came to the po'pcdom, he required abfolute obe-

dience without difputcs. Thus things flood for a time
;

till at

laft, April, 1606, the pope excommunicated the duke, the whole

fenate, and all their dominions: and then the Venetians in

return recalled their ambafTador at Rome, fufpended the inqui-
fition by order of ftate, and publifhed by found of trumpet a

proclamation to this effect, viz. " That whofoever hath received

from Rome any copy of a papal edict, publifhed there, as well

againft the law of God, as againft 'the honour of this nation,
fhall immediately bring it to the council of ten upon pain of

death." Meanwhile, the minds not only of the common

[A! Melange Critique de Literature recueilli des conversations de feu Mr. Ancillon,

tore. li. 283, Ba&l, 1698, izmo.

burghers,
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burghers, but alfo of fome noble perfonagrs who were at the

helm, being under fome little confternatkm at this papal inter-

dict, Paul endeavoured to diffipate the groundlefs alarm, by a

piece entitled " Confolation of mind, to quiet the conferences

of thofe who live well, againit the terrors of the interdict by
Paul V

7
." But, being written for the fole ufe of the government

under which he was born, it was depofited in the archives of

Venice; rill at length, from a copy clandestinely taken, it was
firil publilhed at the Hague [B], both in the Italian and French

languages, and the fame year in Englifh, under this title,
" The

Rights of Sovereigns and Subjects, argued from the civil, canon,
and common law, under the feveral heads of Excommunica-
tions, Interdicts, Pcrfecution, Councils, Appeals, Infallibility,

defcribing the boundaries of that power which is claimed through-
out Chrilhndom by the Crown and the Mitre

; and of the pri-

vileges which appertain to the fubje&s, both clergy and laity,

according to the laws of God and Man." Paul wrote, and
alfifted in writing and publiihing, feveral other pieces in this

controverfy between the two ftates
;
and had the Inquifition,

cardinal Bellarmine, and other great perfonages, for his antago-
nilts. He behaved himfelf with great temper and moderation;

yet the court of Rome was fo exafperated againft him, as to

cite him by a decree, O6h 30, 1606, under pain of abfolute

excommunication, to appear in perfon at Rome, to anfwer the

charges of herefies againit him. Inftead of appearing, he pub-
lifhecl a manifefto, mewing the invalidity of the fummons; yet
offered to difpute with any -of the pope's advocates, in a place of

fafety, on the articles laid to his charge.
In April, 1607, the divifion between Rome and the republic

was healed by the interpofition of France
;
and Fulgentio relates,

that the affair was tranfa&cd at Rome by cardinal Perron, ac-

cording to the order of the king his mafter. But fome Englifh
writers are of opinion, that this accommodation between the

Venetians and the pope was owing to the mifcondu<5r. of king
James I. [c] ; who, if he had heartily funported the Venetians,
would certainly have difunited them from the fes of Rome.
Mr. Ifaac Walton obferves, that during the difpute it was

reported abro^c:,
" that the Venetians were all turned Protefl-

ants, which was believed by many: for it was obferved, that the

Englifh ambaflador (Wotton) was often in conference with the

fenate, and his chaplain Mr. Bedel more often with father Paul,
whom the people did not take to be his friend ; and alfo, for

that the republic of Venice was known to give commiilion to

Gregory Jultiniano, then their ambailador in England, to make
all thefe proceedings known to the king of England, and to

crave a promife of his afliftance, if need mould require," &c.

[B] Preface to the Rights of Sovereigns, &c. Lo:,d. 1725.

[c] Life of Sir Henry Wocton, prefixtd to his Vv'crks, edit. 1685.

Burnet
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Burnet tells us,
" That the breach between the pop and ttie

republic was brought very near a crifis, fo that it was expecleci
a total reparation not only from the court, but the church 6T

Rome, was like to follow upon it. It was fet on by father Paul

and the feven divines with much zeal, and was very prudently
conducted by them. In order to the advancing of it, king
James ordered his ambarTador to offer all poffible afliftartce to

them, and to accufe the pope and the papacy as the chief authors

of all the mifchiefs of Chriitendom. Father Paul and the fcveh

divines prefled Mr. Bedel to move the ambaitador to prefent king

James's premonition to all Chriftian princes and ftates, then put
in Latin, to the fenate ; and they were confident it would pro-
duce a great effect. But the ambaffador could not be prevailed
on to do it at that time

;
and pretended, that fince St. James's

day was not far off, it would be more proper to do it on that

day. Before St. James's day came, the difference was made up,
and that happy opportunity was loft ; fo that when he had his

audience on that day in which he prefented the book, all the

anfwer he got was, that they thanked the king of England for

his good will, but they were now reconciled to the pope; and
that therefore they were refolved not to admit any change in

their religion, according to their agreement with the court of

Rome" [D]. Weiwood relates the fame ftory, and .imputes the

rnifcarriage of that important affair to " the conceit of prefent-

ing king James's book on St. James's day." But Dr. Hickes

attempts to confute this account, by obTrving, that the pope
and the Venetians were reconciled in 1607, and that the king's

premonition came not out till 1609, which indeed appears to

be true ;
fo that, if the premonition was really prefented, it

muft have been only in manufcript.

Although father Paul was comprehended in the accommoda-
tion of April, 1607, yet, on Ocl. the 5th foil owing, he was attacked

in his return to his convent by five affaflins, who gave him
fifteen wounds, and left him for dead. Three of thefe wounds

only did execution : he received two in the neck : the third was
made by the ftilletto's entering his right ear, and coming out

between the nofe and right check ;
and fo violent was the (tab,

that the aifaflin was obliged to leave his weapon in the wound.

Being come to hitnfelf, and having had his wounds drefled, he

told thofe about him, that the fidt two he had received fecmcil

like two flafh.es of fire, which fliot upon him at the fame inltant
;

and that at the third he thought himfelf loaded as it were with a

prodigious weight, which (tunned and quite confounded his

fenfes. The ailafiins retired to the palace of the pope's nuncio

in Venice, whence they cfcapcd that evening either to Raven r. a

fo} Memoirs, &c. p. 34, 1700, 8vo. Some Difcourfes upon Dr. Burr.et and Tr.

Tiiictfon, occ.iiioneJ by the k:c Funcial Sermon of" the former upon the latter, p. 30,

4695, 410.
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6r Ferrara. Thefe circumftances difcovered who were at the

bottom of the attempt ; and the father himfelf once, when his

friend Aquapendente was drefting his wounds, could not forbear

laying pleafantly, that "
they were made Stilo Romans Curia."

The perfon, who drew the ftiletto out of his head, was defirous

of having it ; but as the father's efcape feemed fomewhat mira-

culous, it was thought right to preferve the bloody inltrument

as a public monument : and therefore it was hung at the feet of

a crucifix in the church of the Servites, with the following

infcription, Deo FU'io Liberator*,
" To God the Son the Deli-

verer." The fenate of Venice, to mew the high regard they
had for Paul, and their delegation of this horrid attempt, broke

up immediately on the news ;
came to the monaftery of the

S.-rvites that night in great numbers ; ordered the phyficians to

bring conftant accounts of him to the fenate; and afterwards

knighted and richly rewarded Aquapendente for his great care

of Mm.
How fcandalous foever this clefign againft his life was, it was

attempted again more than once, even by monks of his own
order : but the fenate took all imaginable precautions for his

fecurity, and he himfelf determined to live more privately, In
his recefs, he applied himfelf to write his " Hi (lory of the
" Council of Trent/' for which he had begun t'o collect mate-

rials long before. Walton tells us, that the conteils between
the court of Rome and the fenate of Venice " were the occa-

iion of father Paul's knowledge and interefl with king James,
for whofe fake principal! t eminent hiftory of

the remarkable council of Trent ; wh: v wa?, a; fail as

it was written, fent in f<n rcral fhet-ts in letters by fir Henry
Wotton, Mr. Bedel!, and other?, unto king J -.mes, and the then

bilhop of Canterbury, into i D] relates,

that James himfelf " had a ha:;.
'

he adds,
" of the Chriftian world." This hi. Hrft publifhed at

London, 1619, i:i :lin, under tl t Pietro So.tve

Polano, which is an anagram of
'

enetiano, and
dedicated to James J. by Ant' . archbiihop of

Spalatro. It I into Latin, E;iglifl;,
French and oti'er iani ini a new tranflation of it into

French by Dr. le Cour.iytr, wi' hiitorical, and

theological, was puiniilud at London, 1736, 2 vols. folio.

Burnet's account of thi> \v;>rk may i'erve to ihew the opinion,
xvhich Proteitan'.s of ;.!! communities have ever entertained of it.

*' The ftyle an J way of v.
'

is fo natural

[D] Rcliquia Worvcaia.iie, p. .

tdic. 1685. . in his Hif-

[E] Preface to a book, entit'. Engliflwd
Policy of Rome, or, / 3^o.
the Court nnd Cardinals there.
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and mafculinc, the intrigues were fo fully opened, with fo many
judicious reflexions in all the parts of it, that as it was read with

great pleafure, fo it was generally looked on as the rare(t piece
of hiltory which the world ever faw. The author was foon

guelled, and that raifcd the cfteem of the work : for as he was
accounted one of the wifelt men in the world, fo he had great

opportunities to gather exact informations. He had free accefs

to all the archives of the republic of Venice, which has been
now looked on for feveral ages as very exact, both in getting

good intelligence, and in a molt careful way of preferving it:

io that among their records he nnift have found the difpatches
of the ambafTadors and prelates of that republic, who were at

Trent
; which being fo near them, and the council being of fuch

high confequence, it is not to be doubted, but there were fre-

quent and particular informations, both of more public and
fecreter tranfactions tranfmittcd thither. He had alfo contracted

a clofe friend/hip with Camillus Oliva, that was fecretary to

one of the legates, from whom he had many difcoveries of the

practices of the 'egates, and of their correfpondence with Rome ;

befides many other materials and notes of fome prelates who
were at Trent, which he had gathered together. His work
came out within fifty years of the conclufion of the council,
when feveral, who had been prefent there, were (till alive; and
the thing was fo recent in men's memories, that few thought a

inan of fo great prudence as he was would have expofed his

reputation, by writing in fuch a nice manner, things which he

could not juflify. Never was there a man more hated by the

court of Rome than he was
;
and now he was at their mercy, if

he had abufed the world by fuch falftioods in matter of fact/ as

have been fmce charged on his work ; but none appeared againft
him tor fifty years."

Early in the winter of 1622, his health began to decline

greatly ; and he grew weaker and weaker, till Jan. the 141}},

when he expired in his *72d year. He behaved with the greatelt

conftancy and piety during his illnefs, and the laft words he

uttered were, Ejlo perpctna ;
as a prayer for the republic.

And, while the fhadows on his eye-lids hung,
Be it immortal! trembled on his tongue.

When the news of his death reached Rome, the courtiers

rejoiced ;
nor could the pope himfelf forbear faying, that the

hand of God was vifible in taking him out of the world : yet it

was no great miracle furely that a man of his age mould die.

His funeral was diftinguifhed by the public magnificence of it,

and the vail cbncouiTe of nobility and perfons of all ranks attend-

ing it: and the fenate, out of gratitude to his memory, erected

a monument to him, the infcription upon which was written by

Joh*.
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John Anthony Venerio, a noble Venetian. He was of middle

ila'ure ;
his head very large in proportion to his body, which

was extremely lean. He had a wide forehead, in the middle

of which was a very large Vein. His eye-brows were well

archil, his eyes large, black, and fprightly ;
his nofe long and

but very even : his beard but thin. His afpect, though
, wns extremely foft and inviting; and he had a very fine

Fulgentio relates, that though feveral kings and princes
h i iefirul him to fit for his picture, yet he never would fuffer

it t j be drawn
;
but fir Henry Wotton [F], in his letter to

Dr. Collins, writes thus: " And now, fir, having a fit mef-

fenger, arid not long after the time when love-tokens us to pafs
bt:; ween friends, kt me be bold to fend you for a new-year's-

gift a certain memorial, not altogether unworthy of fome
entertainment under your mof; namely, a true picture of

father Pnil the Servile, which was firft taken by a painter
whom I sent unto him, my houfe then neighbouring his mor

nafterv. I have newly added thereunto a title of my own con-

ception, CoHclii: 'TridentIni Evifccrator, &c. You will find a

fear in his tuce, that was from the Roman alTadmate, that

would have killed him as he was turned to a wall near his

convent."

Nothing remains but to dwell a little upon the character of
this extraordinary perfon. Father Fulgentio, his friend and

companion, who was a man of great abilities and integrity,
and is allowed on all hands to have drawn up Paul's life with

great judgement and impartiality,- obferves, that, notwithftand-

ing the animofity of the court of Rome againft him, the moft
eminent prelates of it always expreifed the higheft regard for

him; and Protcftants of all communities have juftly fuppofed
him one of the wife ft and beft men that ever lived. " Father

Paul," fays fir Henry Wotton,
" was one of the humbleft

things that could be leen within the bounds of humanity: the

very pattern of that precept, quanta doflior, tatito fulmijjior, and

enough alone to demonftrate, that knowledge well digefted non

inflat.
Excellent in polinve, excellent in fcholaftical and pole-

mical, divinity : a rare mathematician, even in the moft abftrufe

parts thereof, as in algebra and the theoriques ; and yet withal

fo expert in the hiftory of plants, as if he had never perufed
any book but nature. Laftly, a great canonift, which was the
title of his ordinary fervi^e w ; th the ftate

;
and certainly, in the

time of the pope's interdict, they had their principal light
from him. When he was either reading or writing alone, his

manner was to fit fenced with a caftle of paper about his chair

and over his hea.l
;

for he was of our lord St. Alban's opinion,

[F] Reliquiae Wottonianat.
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that all air is predatory, and efpecially hurtful, when the fpirit*
are moft employed. He was of a quiet and fettled temper^
which made him prompt in his counfels and anfvvers ; and the

fame in confultation, which Themiftocles was in a&ion, avn-

p^cSia^er; ixavoraror, as will appear unto you in a paflage between
him and the prince of Conde. The faid prince, in a volun-

tary journey fo koine, came by Venice, where, to give fome
vent to his own humours, he would often diveft himfelf of his

freatnefs
;
and after other lefs laudable curiofities, not long

efore his departure, a defire took him to vifit the famous
obfcure Servite. To whofe cloyfter coming twice, he v, as the

firft time denied to be within ; and at the fecond it wns inti-

mated, that, by fetifon of his daily admilTion to their delibera-

tions in the palace, he could not receive the vifit of fo illuftri-^

ous a perfonage, without leave from the fenate, which he would
feek to procure. This fet a greater edge upon the prince,
when he faw he mould confer with one participant of more
than monkifh fpeculations* So, after leave gotten, he came
'the third time

;
and then, befides other volun'ary difcourfe>

d. fired to be told by him, who Avas the true unmafked author

of the late Tridentine Hiftory: To whom father Paul faid,

that he underftood he was going to Rome, where he might
learn at cafe, who was the author of that book."

Cardinal Perron thought proper to deliver himfclf concern-

ing father Paul in thefe terms: "
I [G] fee nothing eminent ii

that man ; he is a man of judgement and good fenfe, but has

no great learning: I obferve his qualifications to be mere com-
mon ones, and little fuperior to an ordinary monk's." But

the learned Morhoff [H] hasjuftiy remarked, that " this judge-
ment of Perron is abfurd and malignant, and directly contrary
to the cleared evidence

;
fince thofe who are acquainted with

the great things done by father Paul, and with the vaft extent

of his learning, will allow him to be fuperior, not only to

monks, but cardinals, and even to Perron himfelf." Courayer,
his French tranflator, fays, that " in [ij imitation of Erafmus,

Caflander, Thuanus, and other great men, Paul was a Cutholic

in general, and fpmetimes a Protefhint in particulars. He
obferved every thing in the Roman religion, which could be

pra&ifed without fiiperftition ; and, in points which he fcru-

pled, took great care not to fcandalize the weak. In fhort, he

was equally averfe to all extremes : if he dlfapproved the abufes

of the Catholics, he condemned alfo the too great heat ot the

Reformed ;
and ufed to fay to thofe who urged him to declare

himftlf in faV ur of the latter, that God had not given him
the fpirit of Luther. Couraver likewife obferves, that Paul

E<-,1

Perron'a.ia. [H] IV.yhiftor. p. 293, 194.

jj Vie abtcgee de Fra. Paolo ; prefixed to Hift. du Cwucile dc Trent.

wjthed
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svifhed for a reformation of the Papacy, and not the deftruction.

.of it ;
and was an enemy to the abufes and pretences of the

popes, not their place." We fee by feveral of Paul's letters,

that he wifhed extremely the progrefs of the Reformation,

though in a gentler manner than that which had been taken to

procure it : and, if he himfelf had been filent on this head, we

might have collected his inclinations this way, from circum-

.flances relating to Fulgentio, the moft intimate of his friends,

and who was bed acquainted with his fentiments. Burnet

informs us, that Fulgentro preaching upon Pilate's queflion," What is Truth r" told the audience, that at laft, after many
fearches, he had found it out : and holding forth a New Tefta-

ment, faid, it was there in his hand
; but, adds he, putting it

again in his pocket,
" the book is prohibited."

We. have, in' the courfe of this memoir, had occafion to

mention two works of father Paul, which have been publimed
in an Englim verfion :

'* The Rights of Sovereigns and Sub-

jects," and " The Hiftory of the Council of Trent." There
remain his ." Letters ;"

" Maxims of the Government of

Venice, in an Advice to the Republic ;" and a '* Treatife of
Ecclefiaftical Benefices and Revenues :" all translated into Eng-
jiifh,

and printed at London.

PAULINUS, an ecclefiailical writer of the fifth century,
was defcended from an illuRrious iamily of Roman fenators,
and born at Bourdeaux about the year 253 [K], He was diredted

in his lludies by the famous Aufonius
; and applied himfelf fo

earneftly to the beft Latin authors, that he acquired a flyle not

unlike theirs. He was advanced afterwards to the moft confi-

derable offices
%
of the empire. Aufonius fays, that Paulinus

was conful with him
;
but his name not being found in the

Fafti Confulares, it is probable he obtained that dignity only
in the room of fome other perfon, who died in the office, and

perhaps in the year 378, after the death of Valens. He mar-
ried The rali a, a very rich lady, who proved inftrumental in

converting him to Chriftianity ; and he was baptized in the

year 389. He dwelt four years in Spain, where he embraced

voluntary poverty ; felling his goods by degrees, and giving
them to the poor. The inhabitants of Barcelona, where he

refided, conceived fuch an eiteem for him, that they would
have him ordained prielt ;

to which, after a long refiilance, he

confented, upon condition that he fliould not be obliged to

remain in Barcelona, becaufe his defign was to withdraw to

Nola. This ordination was performed in 393, and the next

year he left Spain to go into Italy. In his way he faw St.

Ambrofe at Florence, who fhewed him marks of refpedl ; and

[K] -Da Pin, Cave, Tillcnwnt, &c.
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was kindly received at Rome both by the quality and the people?
but the clergy there growing jealous of him, he left that city

quickly, and went to Nola, where he dwelt in a country-houfe
about half a league from the town. He lived there fixtecn.

years with his wife Therafia, in the finely and cxtrcifes of a

monadic life ;
and then, in 4-cg, was chofen and ordained hilltop

of Nola. The beginning of his epifcopate was difturbed by
the incurfions of the Goths, who took th:U city ;

but the a

being over, he enjoyed it peaceably to his death, which hap-

pened in 431.
His works confift: of "

Poems," and "
Letters," and are

written with much art and elegance; his manner of expref-
fion being clofe and clear, his words pure arcl well chofen,
and his fentences ftrong and lively. -All his writings are Inert,

but pretty numerous, and compofed with great care. /'

nius highly commends his poems ; yet they cannot pafs for

perfect, especially thofe which he made alter his convcrfion.

He was e(teemed, beloved, and careflTed by all the great men of

that age, of what party foeyer they were
j
and correfponded

with them all, without falling out with any. He was, in

truth, like Titus, the delight of his times. The firft edition

of his works was at Paris, in 1516, by Baclius; the fecond at

Cologne, by Gracvius: Rofwedius can"fed them to be printed at

Antwerp, in 1622 ; and the la ft edition of them was at Paris,
in 2 vols. 4to, the former of which contains his genuine works.
Du Pin wifhcs, that " the bookfcllers had taken as much care

to have it upon gr.od paper and in a fair character, as the editor

did to make it coirect and ufeful'."

PAULMIKR DE GRENTE'SMENIL fJAMES LE), more

commonly known to the learned by his latinized name Palme-

rius, was born in the territory of Ange, in 1587, the fon of

Julien le Paulmier, who was a phyfician of eminence. He \\-as

bred a Proteflant, embraced a military life, and ferved with
credit in Holland and in France. After a time, he retired to

Caen, where he gave himfelf ,up entirely to the ftudy of letters

and antiquity ; and was the firft promoter of an academy in

that city, which has fjnce been confidered as a valuable infti-

tution. He died at Caen, Oct. r, 1670, being then eighty-
three. His works are, i.

" Obfcrvationes in optimos auiStores

Grascos," Lugd. Bat. 1668, 410. 2. ". Gracciae antiquse De-

fcriptio," Lugd. Bat. 1678, 4to. This work contains a very
learned and ufeful digeft of what the ancients have written

concerning Greece. Prefixed to it is a life of . the author,
written at fome length, but in a very aftefted ftyle, by the

editor Stephen Morinus. 3. Some poems in the Greek, Latin,

French, Italian, and Spanifh languages. Thcfe, however, arc

the
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the worft part of his \vorks. He verified in too many lan-

guages to be very excellent in any.

PAUSANIAS, an ancient Greek writer, who has left us a

curious defcription of Greece. '1 he time in which he fion-

rifhed appears, from what he fays of Corinth, in his fifth

book
;
where he obferves, that the inhabitants of that town

had been fent thither by an emperor, 217 years before he wrote.
But this emperor, who fent a colony to Corinth, was Julius
Ca?far

;
and he did it in the ye:'r of Rome 710, uhich was the

laft of his life[LJ: fo that Paufanias lived in the year of Rome
927, that is, the fourteenth of M^cus Aurelius, and 174 of
Chrift.

Paufanias difcovers nothing elfe in his work relating to him-f

felf, fo that very few particulars of his lire are known. Suidas

mentions two of this name: one of Laconia, who wrote con-

cerning the Hellefpont, Laconia, the Amphyctions, and other

things ; another, who was a fophill or rhetorician of Cxfarea
in Cappadocia, lived at the fame time with Ariltides, and is

mentioned by Philoftratus, in his Lives of the Orators, as

an indifferent rhetorician. The Paufanias of Laconia could

cot be the fame with the defcriber of Greece, for two reafons:

he would have written in the Doric dialect, whereas our author

approaches nearer to the Ionic
;
and he would not have fpoken

fo often againft the Lacedemonians, as that author has done, if

he himfelf had been of Laconia. This is 'the judgement of

Sylburgius, Yolaterranus, and Gerard VofTius
; who are all of

opinion, that our Paufanias is the orator of Casfarea, of
whom Philoftratus fpeaks. He was, according to the fame

Philoftratus,
" a difciple of the famous Herodes Atticus,

who rlourifhed under the emperors Hadrian and Antoninus

Pius, and obtained fo prodigious a name among the fophifts.
He imitated his matter in irany refpecls, but efpecially
in compofmg without premeditation. His pronunciation was

according to the manner of the Cappadocians, who had a

way of lengthening fhort fyllables, and mortening long ones.
The character of his compolition was negligent, yet not with*-

out fofce. He declaimed a long time at Rome, where he died

very old, though he continued all the while a member of the

college at Athens, Among other things, which he faid to the

Athenians upon leaving them, nothing was more apropos than
this line of Euripides: O Thefeus, grant me to return, and fee

this city again!"
Paufanias often mentions Herodes Atticus, though he does

not call him his mafter ;
and fpeaks of buildings, and other

public ornaments, which he made in different parts of Greece.

[L] Fabric. Bibl. Grace, vlii. Le Clerc's Bibliclh. Choif. torn, xi,
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He fpeaks too of the philofopher Marcus Antoninus, but makes
no mention of any emperor after him ;

which is a fair pre-

fumption, that this defcription of Greece was written in his

reign. It is properly an account of a journey through Greece,
in which the author noted every thing that was remarkable.

AH 'public monuments, as temples, theatres, tombs, ilatues,

paintings, &c. came within his defign: he took the diienfions

of cities, which had formerly been great and famous, but were
then in ruins

;
nor did he haftily pafs over places that were

memorable for illuftrious tranfadlions of old, but frequently
makes in the account of tbAn, very agreeable digreffions. This

work, therefore, though not eloquent, as Voflius fays [M j,
is

yet very curious
; and, though riot proper for thofe, who are

juft entering upon the ftudy of hiftory and the Greek language,

may be read with vaft advantage by proficients. It illuftrates

the hiftory and antiquities of Greece; and thus clears up many
paffages in ancient authors, which would otherwife have re-

mained very perplexed and obfcure. They, who mall travel

into that part of the world, for the fake' of furveying the re-

mains of antiquity, cannot take with them a better companion
and guide, than this work of Paufanias ; and it is well known,
that Spon and Wheler made great ufe of it.

This "
Defcription of Greece," is divided into ten books :

the fir ft of which defcribes Attica and its environs; the fecond,

Corinth; the third, Laconia; the fourth, Meflenia ; the fifth

and lixth, Eiis; the feventh, Achaia
;
the eighth, Arcadia; the

ninth, Bceotia; and the tenth, Phocis. Paufanias appears not

only to have travelled through Greece, Macedonia, and Italy,
but to have run alfo through a confiderable part of Afis, and to.

have penetrated as far as to the temple of Jupiter Hamrnon:
for he fpeaks of thefe places, and of what they had tha:

remarkable, as one who had feen them. Befides this
" De-

fcription of Greece," he wrote alfo of Syria and Phoenicia, as

appears from feme citations of him by Stephanus of Byzan-
tiu:n

; where he fpeaks of feveral towns of Syria, as Gaza,
Gabba, Doru, Mariamnia, and Seleucobelus. What Phi-
loftratus has faid of the negligence of Paufanias's ftyle, agrees

very well with the work that is extant
;
but then it muft be

remembered, tjbat thefe are Travels, which never were drawn

up in a laboured and fmifhed ftyle, but in that which the

Greek? ufed to call idiotic, or the language fpoken in common
cojiverfation. Nevcrthelefs, there are fome parts more la-

boured, and raifcd to the dignity of the historical ftyle: that

particularly in the fourth book, where he relates the wars be-

tween the Lacedemonians and Meffenians at large, Vofliu$

[M] In Hiftoricis Crscis.

complains
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complains with reafon of Julius Scaliger, for calling this anchor,

as he does, Gracuhrum omnium mtndacifrtr^im. If Paufu. s

has related fables, when he is defcribing certain th'ugs or

places, it was becaufe he could n.ot avoid it
; for a grcar ;.; . r

of monuments, of which it was proper for him to {peak, \v-re

creeled on a luppofaion that thofe fabulous accounts were true:

and .vuhout mentioning fupcrllitions and falsehoods, he could not

have related on what account many of their temples, itatues,

: 'tars, were railed. It is true, that in his description of

Phocis [y j,
where he mentions the war of the Gauls with the

Phoceans, and the vain attempts of the former to pillage the

temple of Delphi, he does not forget the miracles of Apollo,
in the defence of his oracle: but in relating thefe, he does

nothing more than had been done before by other authors, who
had fpoken of this war and the tradition of the Delphians, yet
were never cenfured as credulous or fuperiHtious on that ac-

count.

Paufanias was firft publilhed at Venice in 1516 by Aldus,
who was adifted by Marcus Mufurus: Mufurus wrote a preface
in Greek [oj,

which is prefixed to this edition, and addreflfed

to John Lafcaris, a learned Greek of the fame age. After-

wards, in 1547, Romulus Amafeus publifhed a Latin verfioa
of his work at Rome ; and, three years after, an edition

was printed at Buiil, with a new Latin verfion by Abr. Loef-
cherus. A better edition than had yet appeared, with the
Greek text of Aldus corrected by Xylander, and the Latin
verfion of Amafeus by Sylburgius, crime out at Francfort,

1583, in folio; from which that of Hanover, 1613, in folio,
was printed word for word. But the beft of all is that

of Leipfic, 1696, in folio, with the notes of Kuhnius. This
learned man had already given proof, by his critical labours

upon ./Elian, D. Laertius, and Pollux, that he was very well

qualified for a work of this nature; and his notes, though
fliort, arc very good. When he undertook this edition of Pau-

j, he propofed great advantages from four mamifcripts in

the king of France's library : bur, upo'tx confuhing them on
fever.il corrupt and obfcure pailages, he found that they did not

horn Aldus's copy. The main fuccours he derived were
from fome manufcvipt notes of Ifaac Cafaubon, upon the

_;in of Aldus's edition ; and, by the help of thefe, arid his

own critical fkili, he was enabled to correct and amend an in-

finite number of places. Two volumes of a new edition irt

8vo, were publilhed at Leipfic, in 1794 and 1795 ; and a third

has juft now arrived, printed in 1796. It is a good and ufeful

edition, with particularly excellent indexes, and fome aid from
^NISS. The editor's name is Facius.

ti] Lib. z. [o] Fabric. Bibl. Grzc. torn. iii>

PAYS
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PAYS (RENE' LE), fietir of Villeneuve, a French poet, bom
at Nantes in 1636, was for a confiderable time comptroller-

general of the imports in Dauphine and Provence
; yet he

mingled the flowers of poetry, with the thorns of that occu-

pation, and became celebrated at court by a mifcellaneous

publication of profe and verfe, entitled,
"

Amities, Amours,
et Amourettes," published in 1685. This publication gained
him particularly the favour of the ladies. Boileau, however,
fatirized him in the following line:

" Le Pays, fans mentir, eft un bouffbn plaifant."

Some time after, having occafion to go to Paris, Le Pays paid
a vifit to Voltaire, and, far from manifefting any anger at the

farcafm againft him, fupported fo well, in his converfation,

the lively manner he had difplayed in his writings, that they

parted excellent friends. The duke of Savoy honoured him
with the title of chevalier of St. Maurice, and he was made a

member of the academy of Aries. The latter part of his life

was embittered by a law-fuit, which obliged him to pay for the

difhonefty of one of his aflbciates in office. He died April 30,

1690, at the age of fifty-four. His remaining works are, i.

"
Zelotide," a novel of gallantry, which was admired in the

country, but defpifed at Paris. 2, A collection of poetry,

containing eclogues, fonnets, ftanzas, &c- publifhcd at Paris in

1672, in 2 vols. I2mo, under the title of,
" Nouvelles Oeu-

vres." Thefe contain rather the fancies of a minor wit, than

the efforts of real genius.
PEARCE (ZACHARY), a learned Englifh bifliop, was the

fon of a diftillef in High Holborn, London, and born in 1690

[p]. He was educated at Weftminfter-fchool, and elected

thence to Trinity-college in Cambridge. During the firft years
of his refidence in the univerfity, he amufed himtelfwith lighter

compofitions : fome of which were inierted in the mifcella-r

neous publications of the times. Thus the account of
" the filent Club," in the Guardian, No. ill, and the effays
on "

Quacks," and on "
Eloquence," in the Spectator, No, 572

and 633, are his. In 1716, he publiflied an edition of Cicero

de Oratore, and dedicated it to the lord chief jufUce Parker,
Lord Parker foon recommended him to Dr. Bentley, mailer of

Trinity, to be made one of the fellows: to which Bentley

agreed, on condition, that lord Parker mould promife to unmako

him again, as foon as it lay in his power to give him a living.
In 1717, he went into orders; and was invited by lord Parker,
now become chancellor, to live with him as chaplain. In 1719,
he was rector of Stapleford Abbots, in Eflex ; in 1720, of St.

[F] Life, written by himfelf.

Bartholomew



PEARGE. 9I

Bartholomew behind the Royal Exchange; and, in 1723 of
St. Martin's in the Fields.

In 1724, the degree of Doctor in Divinity was conferred

on him by archbimop Wake
;

and the fame year he dedi-

cated to his patron, now become earl of Macclesfield, his

edition of fl
Longinus." In 1726, when the church of St.

Martin's was rebuilt, he preached a fermon.at the confecra-

tion ;
which he afterwards printed, and accompanied with

" An Elfay on the Origin and Progrefs of Temples." In 1725,
the earl of Macclesfied religned the great feal

; and, being
impeached and receiving a fentence againft himfelf, in the

Houfe of Lords, retired, and died in 1732. During this

period, whether from his attachment to his patron, of whofe
innocence he was firmly convinced, or from whatever caufe,
Dr. Pearce did not proceed onward in the line of preferment.
Neverthelefs, he was in high favour with many of the great,
and could reckon among his patrons or friends, Mr. Pulteney,
archbimop Potter, lord Hardwicke, fir Ifaac Newton, and
other illuftrious perfonages: the queen was alfo pleafed to

honour him frequently with her converfation, and to be very
familiar with him, as fhe affected to be with many of the

learned.

After many difappointrnents, in 1739, he was made dean of
\Vinchi. ter; in 1748, bifhop of Bangor; and, in 1756, bifhop
of Rochester and dean of Weitminfter. This laft preferment
he accepted with reluctance

; having already conceived a

defign of giving up his bifhopric, and feceding to a private
life. In 1763, being old and (as he thought) unfit for his fitu-

ation, he communicated to lord Bath his intention to refign
both his biihopric and deanery, and to retire upon his private
fortune : and lord Bath acquainted the king, who had named
a day and hour, when the bilhop was admitted alone into the

clofct. He told the king, that he wifhed to have fome interval

between the fatigues of bufinefs and eternity; and defired his

majefty to confult proper perfons, about the propriety and

legality of his refignation. In about two months the king
informed him, that lord Mansfield faw no objection ; and that

lord Northington, who had been doubtful, on farther confi-

deration, thought that the reque/i: might be complied with. But
lord Bath applied for bilhop Newton to fucceed him

; and the

miaiftry, alarmed that any dignities mould be obtained but

through their hands, oppofed his refignation: fo that the king
1

told him, at a third audience, that he muft think no more of

resigning. However, in 1768, he obtained leave to refign the

deanery; and, devoting himfelf more clofcly to contemplation
and books, he lived till June, 1/74.

The
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The critical abilities of Dr. Pearce were great, and his

application to philological learning, diligent. We have men-,
tioned forne of his labours already ;

to which we may add an
edition of " Cicero de OfFiciis, 1745.'' He was alfo the authoy
of the following pieces: i. u An Account of Trinity-college,

Cambridge, K2o." 2. "
Epiftola? duaj de editione, N. T. a.

Bentleio fufcepta, de corruptis Epiftolarum, N. T. locis, <Scc.

1721." 3. "'A Let;c.r to the Clergy of the Church of Eng-
land, on occafion of the biihop of Kochefter's commitment to

the Tower, 1722." 4.
" Miracles of Jefus vindicated," 1/27

and 1728- Thefe were againil Wooliton. 5.
^ Two Let-

ters agai; a*: Dr. Cor.yers Middleton, relating to his attack upon
"Watevland," 1730 and 1731. 6. " A Review of the Text of

Milton." Befides occafional fermons.

Since his death have appeared,
". A Commentary with Notes

on the Four Evangelifts and the A&s of the Apoftles," together
with " A New Tranflation of St. Paul's Firil Epiitle to the

Corinthians, and a Paraphrafe and Notes," have been published.
with his " Life" prefixed, from original MSS. in 2 vols. 4to,

by his chaplain John Derby, A. M. from which this extract

has bten made.

PEARSON (JOHN), a very learned Englifh bifhop, was
born, Feb. 12, 1612, at Snoring in Norfolk; of which place
his lather was reclor. In 1623, he was fent to Eton fchool

;

whence he was elecled to King's-college in Cambridge, in 1632.'
He took the degree of batchelor of arts in l6<5, at<-:l that of
mailer in 1639 ;

in which year he religncd his fellowship of the,

college, and lived afterwards a fellow-commoner \n it; The
fame year he entered into orders, and vtas collated to a prebend,
in the church of Sarum. In 1640, he was appointed chaplain
to Finch, lord-keeper of the great feal ; by vvhom, in that

year, he was prefented to the 11- Torrington in Suffolk.

Upon the breaking out of the civil wars, he became chaplain
to the lord Goring, whom he attended in the army, and after-

wards to fir Robert Cook in London. In 1650, he was made,
miniiler of St. Clement's, Eaftchcap, in London. In 1657,
he and Gunning, afterwards bifhop of Ely, had adifpute with,

two Roman Catholics upon the fubjeft of fchifm. '1 his con-

ference was managed in writing, and by mutual agreement
nothing was to be made public without the confcnt of both

parties: yet a partial account of it was published, in 1658, by
one of the Romifh difputants, cum privlleg-o, at Paris, with,
this titl6,

" Schifm unmafked; a late conference," &c. [ojj.
In

Co.] To the piece is,
" A Prrfke of fad." There is an account of this pub-

the Qrtholic difputants, containing the Hcation in a piece entitled,
" A C.agg for

proceedings of both parties on nutter of Utf Quakers j
witha.i Anfwcr to Mr. Den's

Quaker
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tn 16^9, he published,
" An Expofition of the Creed," at

L - ,-ulon, in 4to; dedicated to his parifhioners of St. Clement's,

Eaftcheap, to whom the fubftance of that excellent work had

been preached feveral years before, and by whom he had been
defired to make it public. The fame year, he likexvife pub-
lifhed,

" The Golden Remains of the ever memorable Mr.

John Hales, of Eton;" to which he wrote a preface, contain-

ing the character of that great man, with whom he had been

acquainted for many years,
drawn with great elegance and

force. Scon after the Reftoration, he was prefented by Juxon,
then bifhop of London, to the reclory of St. Chriftopher's in

that city; created dodlor of divinity at Cambridge, in pur-
fuance of the king's letters mandatory ;

inftalled prebendary df

Ely, archdeacon of Surry, and made mafter of Jems-college
in Cambridge; all before the end of the year 1660. March

25, 1661, he fucceeded Dr. Love in the Margaret p'rofefTormip
of that univcrilty ; and, the firft day of the enfuing year, was
nominated one of the commiffioners for the review of the

liturgy in the conference at the Savoy. April 14, 1662, he
was admitted mafter of Trinity-college in Cambridge ; and,
in Auguft, refigned his rcdlory of St. Chriftopher's, and pre-
bend of Sarum. In 1667, he was admitted a fellow of the

Royal Society 1111672, he publifhed, at Cambridge, 111410," Vindiclae Epiftolarum S. Ignatii," in anfwer to monf. Daille ;

to which is
ftibjdined,

" Ifaaci Voffii epiltolaa dua2 adverfus

DavHem Blondellum." Upon the death of Wilkins, bifhop
of Chefter, Pearfon was promoted to that fee, to which he
was confecrated, Feb. 9, 1673. In 1684, his " Annales Cy-
prianici, five tredecim annorarh, quibus S. Cyprian, inter

Chriftianbs verfatus eft, hiftoria chronologica," was publifhed
at Oxford, with Fell's edition of that father's works. Pearfon
was difabled from all public fervice by ill health a confiderable

time before his death, which happened at Chefter, July 16,
1686. Two years after, his pofthumous works were publifhed

by Dodwcll at London,
" Cl. Joannis Pearfoni Ceftricnfis

nuper Epifcopi opera pofthuma, 6cc. &c." There are extant

two fermons publifhed by him, I.
" No Neceffity for a Reform-

ation
; 1661," 4to. 2.

*' A Sermon preached before the King,
on Ecclef. vii. 14. publifhed by hisMajefty's fpecial command ;

1671," 410.

Quaker no Papift, by Mr.Thomas Smfch, of by William Taywell, D. D. mafter of

Chrift's-collegeinCambridge,Lond.j659." Jefus-collcge, Cambridge, in a pamphlet
The conference was reprinted a: Oxford dur- planted at Cambridge in l6SS, 410, under

ing the reign of king James 11. under this this title,
" The Reformation of the

title,
" The Sch'fan of'thc Church of Ehg- Church of England juftificd, Sec. being

la \d demonstrated in four Arguments, &c." an Anfwer to a paper reprinted at Oxford,
wfiieh was loon after animadverted upon called, The Sshilme, Sec."

PECHANTRE
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PECHANTRE (NICOLAS DE), a French poet, the fon of

a furgeon of Touloufe, where he was born in 1638. He wrote
fcvcral Latin poems, which were reckoned good, but applied
himfelf chiefly to the poetry of his native country. Having
been three times honoured with the laurel at the academy of the

Floral games, he afpired to the glory of the Parifian theatre.

There he began his career by a tragedy called Gela, which was
acted in 1687. His tragedy was applauded, in confcquence of

\vhich, he publimed it with a dedication to the firft prince of

the blood. He wrote alfo,
" Le facrifice d'Abraham ;" and

*'
Jofeph vendu par fes Frercs," two fingular fubjecls for tra-

gedies, but acted with applaufe. He produced befides, a tra-

gedy called,
" La Mort de Neron," concerning which an an-

ecdote is related, which nearly coincides with one which is

current here, as having happened to our dramatic poet Fletcher.

He wrote ufually at public-houfes, and one day left behind him
a paper, containing his plan for that tragedy; in which, after

various marks and abbreviations, he had written at large,
" Ici

le Roi fera tue :" Here the king is to be killed. The tavern-

keeper, conceiving that he had found the feeds of a plot, gave
information to the magiftrate. The poet was accordingly taken

up; but on feeing his paper, which he had miffed, in the hands

of the perfon who had feized him, exclaimed eagerly,
" Ah!

there it is
;
the very fcene which I had planned for the death of

Nero." With this clue, his innocence was eafily made out,

and he was difcharged. Pechantre died at Paris in 1709,

being then feventy-one ; he had exercifed the profeffion of

phyhc for fome time, till he quitted it for the more arduous

tail of cultivating the drama.

PECHMEJA TjoHN DE), a man of letters in France, who
was for fome time profellbr of eloquence in the royal college

of la Fkcbe, was born in 1741, at Villa Franca in Roucrguc.
He was a diiintereiled t'cholar, a plain, modell, and virtuous man.

His eulogium on the great Colbert, received the public appro-
bation of the French academy in 17/3. His principal fame

has arifen from a poem (as he calls
it)

in profc, named Tcle-

phus, in twelve books. It was publimed in 8vo, in 1784,
and is faid to have been translated into Englifh. The piece is

well written, and contains, among other things, a beautiful

'picture of true friendfhip, of which he himfelf afforded a.

noble example. Pechmeja, and M. du Breuil, an eminent

phyfician of the time, were the Pyhdes and Oreftcs of their

age. The former had a fevere illnefs in 1776, when his friend

flew to his aflillance, and from that time they were infeparable,
and had every thing in common. A perfon once enquired of

Pechmeja what income he poilefied,
"

I have,'' faid he,
"

1 2oo livres a year." Some wonder being exprelfcd how he

could
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could fubfift on fo little,
" Oh," faid he,

" the do&or has

plenty more." The dodor died firft of a contagious difordcr,

through which his friend attended him, and died only twenty

days after, a vi6lim to the ftrength of his friendship. He died

about the end of April, 1785, at the age of only 44.
PECK (FRANCIS), born at Stamford in Lincolnfhire, May

4, 1692, was educated at Cambridge, where he took the degrees
of B. and M. A. [R]. The firft work difcovered of his writ-

ing is a poem, entitled,
"

Sighs on the death of queen Anne ;'*

printed probably about the time of her death, in 1714. Two
vears afterwards he printed

" TO T*O2 "AFION
; or an

fcxercife on the Creation, and an Hymn to the Creator of the

World ; written in the exprefs Words of the Sacred Text, as

an Attempt to mew the Beauty and Sublimity of the Holy
Scriptures, I7i6j 8vo. In 1721, being then curate of King's-
Clifton in Northamptonfhire, he offered to the world proposals
for printing the Hiitory and Antiquities of his native town,
which work he produced in 1/27, in folio, under the title of
" Academia tertia Anglicana ; or " The Antiquarian Annals
of Stamford in Lincoln, Rutland, and Northamptonfhires ;

containing the Hiftory of the Univerfity, Monafteries, Gilds,

Churches, Chapels, Hofpitals, and Schools there," &c. in-

fcribed to John duke of Rutland [s]. This publication was
haftened by

" An Eflay on the ancient and prefent State of

Stamford, 1726," 410, by Francis Hargrave, who, in the pre-
face to his pamphlet, mentions a difference which had arifen

between him and Mr. Peck, becaufe his publication foreftalled

that intended by the latter. Mr. Peck is alfo therein very
roughly treated, on account of a fmall work he had formerly
printed, entitled,

" The Hiftory of the Stamford Bull-run-

ning." He had before this time obtained the rectory of

Godeby, near Melton, in Leicefterfhire, the only preferment
he ever enjoyed. In 1729, he printed a

fi'ngle fheet, contain-

ing,
"

Queries concerning the Natural Hiftory and Antiquities
of Leicefterihire and Rutland," which were afterwards re-

printed in 1740; but though the progrefs he had made in the
work was very confiderable, it never made its appearance; and
as much as he had executed of it, is fuppofed to have been,
with other materials for the hiftory of thofe counties, in the
hands of the late fir Thomas Cave [T], bait. In 1732, he

published

[n] Anecdotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, Croxton Park-houfe, a feat built by the

p. 590. duke 5
and two other feats and four manors

[t] Whofe family name of "Manners," which his grace acquired by marriage.
Mr. Peck obferves, is derived from " Do- [T] The greater part of Mr. Peck's
minus deManeriis;" no lefs than twenty- MiS. became the property of this worthy
four manors belonging to the duke being baronet. Among others, he purchafed
TO be feen fu,m BclVoir Caftle j wi:a five vulumes in quarto, fairly tianicribed.-

fit



9$ PEC .

publifned the firft volume of " Defiderata Curiofa ; or, A Col-
lection of divers fcarce and curious Pieces relating chiefly to

Matters of Englifh Hiitory ; confiding of choice Traces, Me-
moirs, Letters, Wills, Epitaphs, &c. Tranfcribed, many of

them, from the originals themfelves, and the reft from divers

ancient MS. Copies, or the MS. Collations of fundry famous

Antiquaries, and other eminent Perfons, both of the laft and

prefent Age : The whole, as nearly as poiTible, digefled into

Order of Time, and illuftrated with ample Notes, Contents,
Additional Difeourfes, and a Complete Index." This volume
was dedicated to lord William Manners; and was followed,
in 1735, by a fecond volume, dedicated to Dr. Reynolds,

bifhop of Lincoln. Being grown fcarce and high-priced,
both were reprinted in one volume, 4to, by fubfcription, by
the late Mr. Thomas Evans [u], in 1/79. In 1735, Mr.
Peck printed, in a 4to pamphlet,

" A complete Catalogue of

all the Difcourfes written both for and againft Popery, in the

Time of King James the Second
; containing in the whole an

Account of Four hundred and Fifty-feven Books and Pamphlets,
a great Number of them not mentioned in the three former

Catalogues ; with References after each Title, for the more

fpeedy finding a further Account of the faid Difcourfes and
their Authors in fundry Writers, and an Alphabetical Lift of

the Writers on each Side." In 1739, he was the editor of
** Nineteen Letters of the truly reverend and learned Henry
Hammond, D. D. (Author of the Annotations on the New
Teftament, &c.) written to Mr. Peter Stainnough -and Dr.
Nathaniel Angelo, many of them on curious Subjects, c."

Thefe were printed from the originals, communicated by Mr.
Robert Marfden, archdeacon of Nottingham, and Mr. John
Worthington. The next year, 1740, produced two volumes

in 4to, one of them entitled,
" Memoirs of the Life and

for the prefs, in Mr. Peck's own neat hand, on the I4th of May, 17795 preferred to

under the title of " Monaftkus Angli- the Britiih Mufeum, by the laft nr Thomas
Canum, Supplements novh ;-tau.6lum: Cux, after au .U'nth of his father, who,

quo comprehenditur Arboris Praemonftra- twenty years before had it in contempla-
tentu Ramus Anglicanus, per ornn'n tri- tion to beftow them on that excellent re-

gind & ununi Anglise Walliseque ejufdem pofitory. They are a rnoft valuable ani

GrcfitiJs Cav.wbiaj e Chronicib, Rtgiltris, almoft ineftimable collection. If the gen-
Cards aiiiique Teftimoniis antiquis MiS. tiemen at Rome, who have been fome years
Sc a_thentids, ad ipla Monafteria olim coirpoftng the "

Hillory of the Prsemon-

pertinentibu;, & hatlenus iaeJitb, five flratenfes," knew of them, th-jy wc>uld

itr.perfefte <S: mendose perquam editis ab- doubtlefs confult and infert them, having
unde illuftfutus. Cujus pnrs I. Genemlia

;
made great enquiries after them many years

II. Specialia; JH. (Jcnobii Croxtonicnl'u 0^0. It is 'hoped fome induftrious <nti-

Librum de Domefday continet
;
omnia La- quary will get permiflkm to tranfcribe and

tiua, Gallica, An^iica, ad eorum Extm- print them.

pkria literatim cxprefl'a. Opera & Studio [t>] Who died, univerfally regretted,
F. P. A. M. yE.e ir.cifa adduntur a'.Jqaot whilil this fli'-et \vas printing, May I>

Jnllgnia, Sigilla, Monumenta, Sc /Edifi- 1784- See art. PKIOK.
clorura Kelicpiae." Thei'e volunaes wsre,

a A&ions
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Actions of Oliver Cromwell, as delivered in three Panegyrics
of him written in Latin

;
the firft, as faid, by Don Juan Ro-

deriguez de Saa Menefes, Conde de Penguiao, the Portugal
AmbafTador; the (econd, as affirmed by a certain Jefuit, the

Lord Ambaifador's Chaplain; yet both, it is thought, compofed
by Mr. John Milton (Latin Secretary to Cromwell), as was the

third: with an Englim Verfion of each. The whole illuftrated

with a large Hiftorical Preface; many funilar Paifages from the

Paradifc Loft, and other "Works of Mr. John Milton, and
Notes from the bed Hiftorians. To all which is added, a Col-

lection of divers curious Hiftorical Pieces relating to Cromwell,
and a great Number of other remarkable Perfons (after the

Manner of Defiderata Curiofa, Vol. I. and II.)" The other
" New Memoirs of the Life and Poetical Works of Mr.

John Milton
; with, firlt, An Examination of Milton's Style ;

and fecondly, Explanatory and Critical Notes on divers Paf-

fages in Milton and Shakefpeare, by the Editor. Thirdly,

Baptiftes ;
a facred Dramatic Poem in Defence of Liberty, as

written in Latin by Mr. George Buchanan, tranilated into

Englim by Mr. John Milton, and firft publifhed in 1641, by
Order of the Houfe of Commons. Fourthly, The Parallel,
or Archbimop Laud and Cardinal Wolfey compared, a Vifion,

by Milton. Fifthly, The Legend of Sir Nicholas Throck-
niorton, Knt. Chief Butler of England, who died of Poifon,
Anno 1570, an Hiftorical Poem, by his Nephew Sir Thomas
Throckmorton, Knt. Sixth, Herod the Great, by the Editor.

Seventh, The Refurre&ion, a Poem, in Imitation of Milton,

by a Friend. And eighth, A Difcourfe on the Harmony of

the Spheres, by Milton
;
with Prefaces, and Notes." Thefe

were the laft publications which he gave the world. When
thefe appeared, he had in contemplation no lefs than nine dif-

ferent works [x] ;
but whether he had not met with encourage

-

[x] As the materials for the fcveral ton, Efq; Author of the Antiquities of
volumes whole publication he meditated Leicefterfliire, and his Brother Robert

may he ftill cxifting, and fome of th.-m Burton, B. D. Scudent of Chriil-church,
not unworthy the public attention, the and Kedtor of beagrave in Lcicefterfliire,

following lilt of them is given from an better known by the Name of Democritus

adverrift-tnent at the end of the Memoirs Jun." 8. " Monafticon Anglicanum,
of Cromwell, i.

" Defiderata Curiofa, VolumenQuartum, all from Originals never

vol. iii." 2. " The: Annals of Stamford yet publilhed." [This is part of the work

continued," vol. iv. 3.
" The Hiftory mentioned above as preferred in the Britifti

and Antiquities of the Town and Soke of Mufeum.J 9.
" New Memoirs of the

Grantham, in Lincolnmire." 4
" The Reftoration of King Charles the Second

.Natural Hiftory and Antiquities of Rut- (which may be confideredalfo as an Appen-
lar.il."

5.
" The Natural Hiftory and djxtofecretary Thurloc'sPapersJcontaining

Antiquities of Leicefterihire." 6. "The the Copies of Two Hundred and Forty-fix
Life of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar, of Little Origii.al Lcttcvs and Papers, all written

Gidding, in the County of Huntingdon, anuis 1658, 1659, and 1660 (none of tiem
Gent, commonly called the Proteftanc St. CVT yet printed). The whole communi-

Nicholas, and the pious Mr. George Her- caicd by William Cowpir, Efq; Clerk of

brt's Spiritual Brother, done from origin?.! the Parliament."

MSS.' 7. " The Lives of William Bur-

VOL. XII. H ment
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meat for thofe which he had already produced, or whether he
was rendered incapable 'of executing them by rcafon of his

declining health, is uncertain ; none of them, however, ever

were made public. He concluded a laborious, and it may be

affirmed, an uferul life, wholly devoted to antiquarian purfuits,

Aug. 13, 1743, at the age of fixty-one years. There is a por-
trait of him prefixed to the fecond edition of his " Deiklerata

Curiofa," inscribed,
" Francis Peck, A. M. natus Stanfordize,

4 Maii, MDCXCII."

PECQUET iJoHx), a learned phyfician, and a native of

Dieppe, a conliderable author of the feventeenth century ;
has

rendered his name famous by his difcovery of the receptacle of

the chyle; with which, however, fome alledge that Bartholo-

ma:us Euflachius was acquainted before him. But the world is

obliged to Pecquet for Viewing, beyond all contradiction, that

the lacteal veflels convey the chyle to this receptacle ;
and for

proving, that it is thence carried, by particular veilels, thr

the thorax, almoft as high as the left Ihoulder, and there

thrown into the left fubciavian vein, and fo directly carried to

the heart. In 1654, he publifhed his new difcoveries in ana-

tomy in 410; and, in 1661, his book,
" DeThoracis Lacteis,"

nt Amfterdam. He died at Paris, in Feb. 1674.
PEELE (GEORGE), M. A. [v]. This poet, who flourished

in the reign of queen Elizabeth, was a native of Dcvonfhire,
from whence being fent to Broadgate's Hall, he was fome time

afterwards made a Itudent of Chrift-church-college, Oxford,
about 1573, where, after going through all the Icveral forms

of logic and philoibphy, and taking all the necefiary fteps, he

was admitted to his mailer of arts degree in 15/9. After this

it appears that he removed to London, where he became the

city poet, and had the ordering of the pageants. He lived on

the Bank-fide overagainft Black-friars, and maintained the efti-

mation in his poetical capacity which he had acquired at the

univerfity, which feems to have been of no inconfiderable

rank. He was a good pafloral poet ;
and Wood informs us,

that his plays were not only often acted w pplaufe in his

life-time, but did alfo endure reading, with due commendation,

many years after his death. He fpeaks of him, however, as a

more voluminous writer in that way than he appears to have

been, mentioning his dramatic pieces by the diftinction of tra-

gedies and comedies, and has given us a lift of thofe which he

fays he had feen ;
but in this he mult have made fome miftake,

as he has divided the feveral incidents in one of them, namely,
his " Edward I." in fuch manner as to make the " Life of

Llewellin," and the "
Sinking of queen Eleanor," two de-

fy] Biognphia Draroatica,

tached
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tached and feparatc pieces of themfelves; the error of which
will be feen in the perufal of the whole title of this play. He,
moreover, tells us, that the laft-mentioned piece, together
with a ballad on the fame fubjecl, was, in his time, ufually
fold by the common ballad-mongers. The real titles of the

plays written by this author, or which five only are known

z], are, i.
" The Arraignment of Paris, 1584," 410. 2.

" Edward the Firft, 1593," 4to> 3-
"
King David and Fair

Bethfabe, 1599," 4to. 4.*" The Turkifli Mahomet and Hyren
the Fair Greek." 5.

" The Old Wives Tale," a comedy, 410,

*595-
Wood and 1

Winftanley, mifguided by former catalogues,
have alfo attributed to him another tragedy, called,

"
Alphon-

fus, Emperor of Germany." But this, Langbaine allures us,

was written by .Chapman, he himfelf having the play in his

porTcdion, with that author's name to it. About 1593, Peele

feems to have been taken into the patronage of the earl of

Northumberland, to whom he dedicated in that year,
" The

Honour of the Garter, a Poem gratulatorie, the Firftling,
Confeerated to his noble name." He was almoft as famous
for his tricks and merry pranks as Scoggan, Skelton, or
Dick Tark-ton

;
and as there arc books of theirs in print, fo

there is one of his called,
" Merrie conceited Jefts of George

Pcelc, Gent, fomctimc Student in Oxford
; wherein is mewed

the courfe of his Life, how he lived, &c. 1627," 4to. Thefe

jcfls, as they are called, might with more propriety be termed
the tricks of a (harper. Peele died before the year 1598.
Meres, in his Wit's Trcafury, p. 285, fays,

" As Anacreon
died by the pot, fo George Peele by the pox." Oldys fays, he
left behind him a wife and a daughter. He feems to have been
a perfon of a very irregular life

;
and Mr. Steevens, with great

probability, fuppofes, that the character of George Pieboard, in

The Puritan, was deiigned as a reprefentative of George Peele.

See a note on that comedy, as publifhed by Mr. Malone.
PEIRESC (NICOLAS CLAUDE FABRI), an illusions genuis

who adorned France, was defccndcd from an ancient and noble

family, feated originally at Piia in Italy, and born in 1580.
At ten years of age, he was fcnt to Avjgnon, where he fpcnt
five years in completing his clallical (Indies in the Jefuits col-

lege : he was removed to Aix in 1595, and entered upon the

ihidy of philofophy. In the mean time, he attended the proper
matters for dancing, riding, and handling arms ; in all which
he performed the leflbns regularly, but that was all: for this

being done only to pleafe an uncle, whofe heir he was to be,
lie never pradifed by himfelf; efteeming all the time loit, that

[z] See the Supplement to Shake fpcare, vol. i. p. 191, edit. 1780.

H 2 was
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was not employed on literature. It was during this period,
that his rather being prefented with a medal of the emperor
Arcaclius, which was found at Belgenfer, Peirefc begged i<y

have it : and, charmed with decyphering the characters in

the exergue, and reading the emperor's name, in that Iran-*

fport of joy he carried the medal to his uncle
;
who for his

encouragement gave him two more, together with fome booh*

upon that fubject. This is the epoch of his application to

antiquities, for which he became afterwards fo famous. In

1596, he was fent to finifb his courfe of philofophy under the

Jefuits at Tournon, At the fame time taking a fancy to the

mathematics, he learned particularly cofmography, as being a

necelfary in the iludy of hillory: yet f*e abated nothing of his

application to antiquity, in which he was mnch affitted by
Petrus Rogcrus, one of the profellbrs, and a fkilful mcdaliift:

nor did he omit the fhidy ot belles lettres in general, when.- in

he was in a manner the mafter and inftructor of a brother who
was with him. But, to do all this, he was obliged ta fit up
late at nights: fo much labour and attention r as he was natu-

rally of a tender conttitution, rnox'afed the weaknefs of his

ilomach, formerly contracted, and for which he had tiled a kind

rf digeftive powder. Being recalled by his uncle in 1597, he

returned to Aix, and there entered upon the ftudy of the law ;

which he profecuted, however, fo as to mid leiffire to vifit and

converfe frequently with A. R, Bagarr, a moft fkilfnl anti-

quary, who was afterwards made matter of the jewels and

rarities to Henry IV.

The following year he went again to Avignon, to carry ort

his courfe of law under a private matter, whofe name was
Peter David; who, being well lie i lied likewife in antiqi
was pleafed to fee Peirefc join this ftudy to that of the law.

But Ghibertus of Naples, auditor to cardinal Aquaviva, fed his

curiolity the moft, in -Ihcwing him fomc rarities which never

had been feen before. Ghibertus alfo lent him Goltzius's
" Treatife upon Coins," and advifed him to o into Italy;

efpecially to Rome, where he would meet with cnriofiiies

enough to fatisfy his moft ardent wilhes. Accordingly, his

uncle having procured a proper governor, he and his brother

fet out upon that tour, in Sept. 1699; and palling through
Florence, Bologna, and Ferrarn, when he had ftayed a few-

days at Venice, he fixed his rdidence at Padua, in order ta

complete his courfe of hiw. But once a quarter, going to

Venice, to get calh for bills of exchange, he took thefe oppor-
tunities of making an acquaintance with the moll diftinguiihed
literati there, as Sarpi, Molinu?, &c. in order to obtain a light

of every thing curious in th.it famous city. Among others,

he was particularly curdled by F, Contarin, procurator of

St.
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^t. Mark, w'ho pofiTeffed
a curious cabinet of medals, and

other antiquities, without knowing the value of them
; this^

however, was fully iliewn to him by Peirefc, who likewife

explained the Creek infcriptions upon his medals, and the

momi mental flones. After a year's (lay at Padua, he fet out

tor Rome, and arrived there in Oft. 1600, in order to be" ia
time for feeing the jubilee : to celebrate which, the Porta Sancla

would be opened in the beginning ot the next year. He palled
fix months in thai city, viewing the numberlefs curiofkies there;
and after Ealirr, going to Naples whh the .fame delign, returned

to Padua about June the fame year. He now re-fumed his itudy of

the law; and, at the fame time, applied himfelf to all fuch lan-

guages as might be of ufe in decyphering the infcriptions upon
medals, 6cc. Accordingly, he learned fo much of Hebrew,
Samaritan, Syrian, and Arabic, as was fulficient for interpret-

ing the infcriptions upon ibckels, &c. in Avhich. he made ufe

of Rabbi Solomon, who was then at Padua: but he ftudied

the Greek languau'-- with more care and exa&nefs, as he did

alfo the mathematics; for lie -was from this time much beloved

iy Galiiceo, with whom he flrft became acquainted at the houfe

of Pinellus at Rome 4 and whom he greatly admired for the

engine he invented to drain off the water -which then inferred

the city. At the fame time, he did not omit to carry his re-

fearches into alironomy and natural philofophy ;
and was pre-

fent, when Fabriciu-s of Aquapendente, out of a parcel of eggs

upon which a hen was fitting, took one every day, to obferve

the gradual formation of the cluck from firit to laft. From
this time it wa-s generally acknowledged, that he had taken the

helm of learning into his hand, and begun to guide the com-
monwealth of letters.

Having now fpent almoft three years in Italy, he began to

prepare for his departure; and, in the end of 1602, having
been cnce more at Home to take leave of his friends there,
he packed all the rarities, gems, &c. and, putting them into

the road to Marieilles, left Padua: and croffing the Alps to

Geneva, went to Lyons ;
where receiving money, he made a

handfome prefent to his governor, who took the route of Paris,

^rom Lyons he went to Montpellier, to improve himfelf in

the law under Jalius Parius; and, arriving there in July, he

put himfelf and his brother to board with that profelTbr. From
Montpellier he difpatchcd more rarities to his uncle, who fend-

ing for him home, he arrived at Aix in November: but, bring-

ing Parius along with him, he obtained leave to return to

Montpellier in a few days. He waited upon Parius back again,
under whom he continued purfaing his law-ftudies, till the end
of 1603 ;

when he returned to Aix, at the earnefi requeft of
his juncle, who, having refigneVi to him his fenatorial dignity,H 3 had,
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had, ever fmce the beginning of the year, laboured to get the

king's patent. The degree of doclor of law was a neceffary

qualification for that dignity. Peirefc, therefore, having kept
the ufual exercife, took that degree Jan. 18, 1604; on which
occafion he made a moft learned fpeech, upon the origin and

and antiquity of the doctoral ornaments. The folemnity was

hardly finifhed, when the patent aforefaid was to be prelented
to the fenate, left a year's time mould be loft. It was therefore

given in, and ordered to be recorded: yet Peirefc procured
leave not to be prefently admitted, and entered into the lift of

fenators. The bent of his inclination was not fo much to

bufinefs, as to the more delightful Mufes
;

to advance arts and

fciences, and to aflift all the promoters of learning. For this

purpofe, he refolved to lead a fingle life; fo that when his

father had concluded a match for him with a refpeclable lady,
he prevailed to be exctifed.

In 1605, he accompanied G. Varius, firft prefident of the

fenate at Aix, who was very fond of him, to Paris; whence,

having vifited every thing curious, he croifed the water, in

company with the French king's ambafTador, in 1606, to Eng-
land. Here he was very gracioufly received by king James ; and

having feen Oxford, and vifited Camden, lir Robert Cotton,
fir Henry Saville, and other learned men, he patted over to

Holland; and aiter vifiting the feveral towns and univerfitie?,

with the literati in each, he went through Antwerp to BrufTels,

and thence back to Paris, to fee the ceremony of the dauphin's

baptifm; which being folemnized Aug. the 24th, he returned

home in Sept. 1606, being expe&ed for the ordering of the

family affairs.

Soon after this, he made a purchafc of the barony of Rians,
which he completed in 1607 ;

and in the fame year, at the

felicitation of his uncle, having approved himfelf before that

alterably,
he was received a fenator on the ift of July. In

Jan. 1608, he loft his uncle; and, the following year, falling
himfelf into a dangerous fever, recovered by eating muflc-

melons before fupper, for which he had conceived a longing [A].
In 1616, he attended Varius to Paris; where, in 1618, he

procured a faithful copy, and published a fecond edition of
" The A&s of the Monaftery of Maren in Switzerland/' This
was in defence of the royal line of France againft Thcodoric

Piefpordius, who had attempted to-prove the title of the Auftrian

family to the French crown by right of fucceflion
; -and, upon

[A] He was ordered by his phyTician from any other meat .13 he lifted, yet to-

to eat them before his meals, without wards them, he profefi . o: able

bread
;
and to drink a glafs of" pure wine to mafter himfe If. He- experienced, that

upon them. He continued this method in the mu/k-melon feafon he was never

aH his life afterwards; and grew fo toad troubled with the gravel.
of ;h-.m, that, though he could abihin

this,
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this, he was nominated the fame year, by Louis XIII. abbot

of Sandta Maria AquiStrienfis. Pie flayed in France till 1623,
when, upon a meHage from his father, now grown old and

fickly, he lett Paris, where he had fpent feven years and fome
months. He arrived at Aix in October; and not long after

prefented to the court a patent from the king, permitting him
to continue in the fund) ion of his ancient dignity, and to ex-

ercife the office of a fecular or lay pcrfon, notwithstanding
that, being an abbot, he had aflTurned the perfon of a church-

man. The court of parliament, not ailenting to this, decreed

utianimoufly, that, being already admitted into the firft

rank, he Ih nild abi:le perpetually therein
;
not returning, as

the cuftom of the court was, to the inferior auditory, wherein
trials are uiually had of criminal cafes. He obtained alfo,

a refcript from the pope, to licenfe him to be prefent at

the judgement of cr-pital caufes, as even in the higher au-

ditory fome fele& cafes of that nature were cuftomarily heard:

but he never made ufe of tin's licence, always departing when
thev came to vote, without voting himSelf. In 1625, he

buried his father, who had been long afflicled with the gout.
He was much grieved with the lofs of this indulgent parent,
who had never denied him any thing. In 1627, he prevailed
with the archbifhop of Aix, to eStablifh a

pr>ft
thence to Lyons,

and fo to Paris and all Europe ; by which the correfponde; ce,

that he constantly held with the literati every where, was much
facilitated. In 1629, he began to be much tormented with
the Strangury and ha?morrhoides

; and, in 1631, having completed
the marriage of his nephew Claudius with Margaret Alrefia, a

noble lady of the county of Avignon, he beftowed upon him
the barony of Rians, together with a gran* of his fcnatorial

dignity, only referving the function to himfelf for three years.
But the parliament not waiting his furrendry of it, he relented

that affront fo heinoufly, that he procured, in 1635, letters-

patent from the king, to be reftored, and to exercife the office

tor five years longer, which happened to be till his death: for

being feized in June, 1637, with, a fever that brought on a

Stoppage of urine, this put an end to his life on the 24th of

that month, in his 57th year.
A very honourable funeral "A'as provided for him by his

nephew Claudius, in the abfence of his brother, who was then
at Paris; but who, returning Shortly to Provence, haftened

to perform the funeral rites, and to be prefent at the ob-

fequies. He alfo procured a block of marble from Genoa,
from which a monument was made and erected to his memory,
with an epitaph by Rigaltius. As he had been chofen in his

life-time a member of the academy of the Humorilti at Rome,
his t-julogium was pronounced by John James Bouchier, of that

H 4 learned
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learned focicty, in the prefence of cardinal Barbcrini, his

brother Antonius, cardinal Bentivoglio, and feveral other car-

dinals, and fuch a multitude of celebrated and learned men,
that the hall was fcarce able to contain them. Many copies of

verfes, in Italian, Latin, and Greek, were recited
; which

were afterwards printed together, with a collection of funeral

elegies in forty languages, under the title of "
Pangloffia.*'

Peirefc was, in his perfon, of a middle fize, and of a thin habit ;

his forehead large, and his eyes grey; a little hawk-nofed, his

cheeks tempered with red
;

the hair of his head yellow, as

alfo his beard, which he uied to wear long; his whole coun-

tenance bearing the marks ot uncommon courtefy and affa-

bility. In his diet he affe&ed cleanlinefs, and in ail things
about him; but nothing fuperfluous or coitly. Hi's clothes

were fuitable to his dignity; yet he never wore lilk. In like

manner, the reft of his houfe was adorned according to his

condition, and very well furnifhed; but he negLc~tcu his own
chamber. Inilead of tapeitry, there hung the pictures of his

chief friends and of famous men, beiides innumerable bundles

of commentaries, tranfcripts, notes, collections from b

cpiftles, and fuch like p?.pers. His bed was exceeding plain,
and his table continually loaded and covered with papers, books,

letters, and other things; as alfo all the feats round about, and

the greatelt part of the floor. Thefe were fo many evidences

of the turn of his mind; in refpect to which, the writer of

his culogium compares him to the Roman Atticus
;
and Baylc,

confidcring his urjverfal correfpondence and general afliftance to

all the literati in Europe, made a fortunate hit, when he e.

him " the attorney-general of the literary republic." His works
were chiefly theft : I .

" Hiuoria provincial Gallia? Narbonenfis."

2. " Nobilium ejufderh provincix farniliarum Origines, ct fe-

paratim Fabriciac." 3.
" Commentarii rerum omnium memo-

ria dignarum fua actate geftarum." 4.
" Liber de ludicris

naturae operibus." 5.
" Mathematica & attronomica varia."

6. " Obfervationes mathematicas." 7.
"

Kpiftola: ad S. P.

Urbanum yill. cardinales Barberinos, &c." 8.
" Authorcs

antiqui Graeci et Latini de pondcribus et menfuris." 9.
" Elo-

gia et epitaphia." 10. "
Infcriptiones antique et novas."

II. "
Genealogia domus Auftriaca?." 12. "

Catalogus li-

brorum biblioth. rcg." 13.
" Poemata varia." 14. Nummi

Gallici, Saxonici, Britannici, (Src." 15.
"

Linguas orientales,

Hebraea, Samaritana, Arabioa, Egyptiaca, et Indices librorum

harum linguarum." 16. Obfervationes in varios auclores." It is

remarkable, that, though Peirefc bought more books than any
man of his time, yet the collection which he left was not large.
The reafon was, that as fad as he purchafed, he kept conti-

nually
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nually making prcfents of them to learned men to whom lie

knew they would be ufeful.

PELAGIUS (the Hcreliarch), was bora in Great Britain in

the 4th century, and is (aid to have been abbot of the monaf-

tery of Bangor. His real name is faid lo be Morgan, which

iignifying in the Celtic languagesTrtz-^crrt, from Alor, fea, and

gun born, was tranilated into lisXaywr, in Latin Pelagius.
However that be, it is certain he was a monk; and, though
probably a layman, yet diftinguiflied among his brethren both

by piety and learning. But, in the profecution of his fhidies,

falling into errors, he went to Rome, and began to teach his

doctrines in that city about 400. He pretended, that man is

able to work out his falvation by the natural force of free-will,
without the affiftance of grace ; that by thefe natural powers he

may even fo attain to a (tate of perfection, as not to be fubje&
cither to pailion or fin ; that grace is given in proportion to

our meriting it; and, laitly, that there is no fuch thing as

original Jin. Under the influence of thefe principles, his

morals were irreproachable. He therefore gained a great crowd
of followers ;

and the hcrefy fpread fo much, that it became

ncceifary for him to quit Rome
;

as lie did in 409, going to

Sicily, and accompanied by Celeftius, his chief difciple and

fellow-labourer, and, as is laid, his countryman. They con-
tinued in Sicily, till the report of a conference, held at Car-

thage between the Orthodox and the Donatifts, induced them to

go to Africa : but Pelagius did not ftay long there ; and, after

hi.s departiue, Ceieltius being accufcd of talking againit origi-
nal fin by Paulinus, was condemned by a council held at Car-

thage in 41 2, under Aurelius, primate of Africa. Upon this,
lie repaired to his friend Pelagius, who had retired to Paleftine.

Here they were well received by John biihop of Jerufalem,
the enemy of St. Jerom, and well looked on by the better fort of

people. Count Marcellinus, being delirous to know in what
their doctrine, which was much talked of, confuted, applied
to St. Auguitin, bifhop of Hippo, for information

; and Pela-

gius, fearing to engage with fo formidable an antagonift, wrote
the bifhop a letter lull of protections of the purity of his

faith, accompanied with a profufion of compliments, to which
St. Auguftin replied in terms of general civility ;

and things
remained fora while in this itatc. It was probably about 414,
that Pelagius refolved to undertake his treatife of the natural

ftrength of man, in fupport of his doclrine of tree-will
; which

he exprdled in fuch terms, as gave him room to llu-licr himfelf
under the authority of St. Auttin and St. Jerome. But this

piece no fooner reached the weft, than the former refuted it

in Dialogues, whilit the latter heaped volumes upon volumes

againil the new-born hcrefy ;
the principal of which is his

famous
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famous tract, De nafura et gratia. In the mean time, it fared

much better in Paleftine ; where a council being held at Diof-

polis in 415, confiding of fourteen bifhops, Pelagius appeared
before them, and explained his dodlrine in fuch a manner, that

he was abfolved by them, in thefe words :
" Since we are fatif-

ficd with the declarations of the monk Pelagius, here prefent,
who acknowledges the holy doctrine, and condemns what foe ver

is contrary to the faith of the church, we declare that he ir; in

the communion of the catholic church." Theodore of Mop-
fuefta was one of Pelagius's mod powerful friends in the ealt.

He was a man of profound erudition and great reputation ;

and though he wrote zealoufly again ft all herefics, yet he fell

into that of Pelagius, as alfo of Ncftorius.

On the other hand, the African bifhops held a council,

according to cuftom, in 416, at Carthage, at which Aurelius,

biihop of that city, prefided ;
where the letters of Heros and

Lazarus, two French bifhops, then in Paleilinc, were read,

and likewife the a6ls of the council of Carthage, by which
Celeflius had been condemned about five years before. After

the reading of them, the bifhops of this council were of opinion,
that Pelagius and Celeftius ought to be anathematized, if 'hey did

not very plainly anathematize their errors
; that, the fentencc

againft them, being public, might reclaim thofe, at leaft, whom
they had deceived, if they mould prove incorrigible themfelves.

The council thought fit to communicate their judgement to the

pope Innocent I. in order to join the authority of the fee or

Rome to their own. They accordingly wrote to him a fynod-
ical epiftle, to which they annexed the letters of Heros and

Lazarus, and the acls of this laft council, which contained

thofe of the year 412. In thefe letters, the bifhops, prompted
by St. Auflin, refute in a fummary way the chief errors im-

puted to Pelagius, and conclude thus: '"
Though Pelagius :::id

Celeflius difown this dolrine, and the writings produced againit

them, without its being pofiible to convift them of falfehood ;

neverthelefs, we muft anathematize in general whoever teach-

eth, that human nature is capable of avoiding fin, and of ful-

filling the commands of God
;

as he fhews himfelf an enemy
to his grace, which fo evidently appears by the prayers of the

faints." About the fame time a council was held at Milevum,
compofed of fixty-one bifhops ; who, after the example of that

of Carthage, wrote to pope Innocent, defiring him to condemn
this herefy, which took away the benefit of prayer from adults,

and baptifm from infants. Befides thefe two fynodical letters,

another was written by St. Augtiftin, in the name of himfelf and
four more bifhops ;

wherein he explained the whole matter

more at large, and defired the pope to order Pelagius to Rome,
to examine him more minutely, and know what kind of grace

it
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It was that he acknowledged ;
or elfe to treat -with him on that

fubjedt by letters, to the end that, if he acknowledged the grace
which the church teacheth, he might be abfolved without

difficulty.
Thefe letters were anfwered by Innocent in 417, wherein

he joins his fufrrage with theirs, and anathematizes all who fay,
that the grace of God is not neceffary to good works; and

judges them unworthy of the communion of the church, and
directs them to be cut oft" from it as rotten members. la

anfwer to the five African bifhops, who had written to him on
his being fufpecled of favouring Pelagianifm, he fays,

" He
can neither affirm nor deny, that there arc Pelagians in Rome ;

becaufe, if there arc any, they take care to conceal themfelvcs,
and are not difcovered in fo great a multitude of people." He
adds, fpeaking of Pelagius,

4< We cannot believe he has been

juftified, notwithilanding that feme laymen have brought to

us a6ts, by which he pretends to have been abfolved. But we
doubt the authenticity of thefe ats, becaufe they have not been

fent us by the council, and we have not received any letters

from thofe who aH'ikd at it. For if Pelagius could have relied

on his juftificatlbn, he would not have failed to have obliged
his judges to acquaint us with it; and even in thefe ats he
has not juftified himfelf clearly, but has only fought to evade

and perplex matters. We can neither approve nor blame this

deciiion. If Pelagius pretends he has nothing to fear, it is

not our bufinefs to fend for him, but rather his to make hafte

to come and get himfelf abfolved. For if he ftill continues to

entertain the fame fentiments, whatever letters he may receive,
he will never venture to expole himfelf to our fentence. If he
is to be fummoned, that oueht rather to be clone by thofe who
are nearelt to him. We luve perufed the book faid to be

written by him, which you fent us. We have found therein

many proportions againlt the grace of God, many blafphemies,

nothing that pleafed us, and hardly any thing but what dif-

plcafed us, and ought to be rejecled by all the world."

Cek-ftius, upon his condemnation at Carthage in 412, had
indeed appealed to this pope ; bur, inftead of purfuing his

:ippeal, he retired into Paleitine. Pelagius, however, who had

more cunning, did not defpair of bringing Rome over to his

intereft, by nattering the bifhop of that city. T^he moment he

learnt that things were likely to go againlt him in the weft, he

drew up a confeflion of faith, and fent it to pope Innocent

with a letter, which is now loft. Innocent was dead
; and

Zofimus had fucceeded him, when this apology of Pelagius was

brought to Rome. On the firft notice of this change, Celeflius,

who had been driven from Conftantinople, haltened to the

welt
; in hopes of fecuring the new pope's favour, by making

him
6
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him his judge. He was not deceived: for Zofirrms, taking
this opportunity of drawing to his fee appeals of caufes adjudged
clfewhere, readily admitted Celellius to juftify himfelf at Rome.
He affembled his clergy in St. Clement's church, where Cele-

ftius prefented him a confeffion of faith ; in which, having

^one through all the articles of the Creed, from the Trinity to

the refurre&ion of the dead, he faid,
" If any difpute has arifen

on queftions that do not concern the faith, I have not pretended
to decide them, as the author of a new doctrine ; but I offer to

your examination, what I have from the fource of the prophets
and apoltles ; to the end, that if I have miftaken through igno-
rance, your judgement may correct and fet me right/' On the

fubject of original fin, he continued,
" We acknowledge that

children ought to be baptized for the remiffion of fins, agree-

ably to the rule of the univer&I church, and the authority of

the gofpel ;
becaufe the Lord hath declared, that the kingdom

of heaven can be given to thofe only who have been baptized.
But we do not pretend thence to eftablifii the tranfmimon of

fin from parents to their children: that opinion is widely dif-

ferent from the catholic doctrines. For fin is not born with

man ; it is man who commits it after he is born : it docs not

proceed from nature, but from will. We therefore acknow-

ledge the firft, in order not to admit of feveral baptifms; and

take this precaution, that we may not derogate from the Crea-

tor." Celedius having confirmed by word of mouth, and feve-

ral repeated declarations, what was contained in this writing,
the pope afked him, whether he condemned all the errors that

had been publifhed under his name ? Celeftius anfwered, that

he did condemn them in conformity with the fentence of pope
Innocent, and promifed to condemn whatever mould be con-

demned by the holy fee. Hereupon Zofimus did not hefitatc

to condemn Heros and Lazarus, who had taken upon them to

be the chief profecutors of the Pelagian doctrine. He depoied
them from the cpifcopal office, and excommunicated them':

after which he wrote to Aurelius, and the other bifhops of

Africa, acquainting them with what he had done, and at the

fame time fending them the acts of his fynod. He complained
of their having given credit too haftily to Heros and Lazarus's

letters. " We have found," fays he,
" that their ordinations

were irregular ; and no accufation ought to have been received

from them againft an abfent perfon, who being now prefent,

explains his faith, and challenges his accufers," He adds,
" That if thefe accufers do not appear at Rome within two

months, to convict him of having other opinions than thofe

which he profefled, he ought to be deemed innocerjt to all

intents and purpofes."
Soon
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Soon after this, Zofinnis received a letter from Praylns, bifhop
of Jerufalem, fucceflbr to John, recommending to him Pelagius's
affair in affectionate terms. This letter was accompanied by
another from Pelagius himfelf, together with the confeffion of
faith before mentioned. In this letter Pelagius faid, that his

enemies wanted to afperfe his character in two points : firft,

that he refilled to baptize infants, and promifcd them the king-
dom of heaven, without the redemption of Jefus Chrift ; fecondly,
that he repofed fo much confidence in free-will, as to refufe the

alliftance of grace. He rejected the firft of thefe errors, as

manifeftly contrary to the gofpel ; and upon the article of grace
he faid,

" We have our free-will either to fin or not to fin, and
in all good works it is ever aided by the divine affiftance. We
fay, that all men have free-will, as well Chriftians as Jews and
Gentiles: all of them have it by nature, but it is affifted by
grace in none but Chrillians. In others this blefling of the

creation is naked and unafiiftcd. They (hall be judged and con-

demned ; becaufe having free-will, by which they might arrive

at faith, and merit the grace of God, they make an ill ufe of

this liberty. The Chriftians will be rewarded ; becaufe they,

by making a good ufe of their free-will, merit the grace of the

Lord, and obierve his commandments." His confeflion of faith

was like that of Celeltius. On baptifm he faid,
" We hold

one fingle baptifm, and we aifert that it ought to be adminif-
tered to children in the fame form of words as to adults."

Touching grace, he faid,
" We confefs a free-will: at the fame

time holding, that we ftand continually in need of God's affift-

ance ; and that thofe are as well mirtaken, who fay with the

Manichees, that man cannot avoid finning, as thofe who fay
with Jovinian, that man cannot fin." He concluded with thefe

words :
"
Such, blefled pope, is the faith which we have learned

in the catholic church, the faith which we have always held,
and (till continue in. If any thing contained therein ihall not
have been explained clearly enough, or not with fufficient cau^

lion, we deli re that you would correct it; you who hold the
the faith, and the fee of Peter. If you approve of my confef-

fion of faith, whoever pretends to attack it, will (hew either his

ignorance or his malice, or that he is not orthodox ; but he will

not prove me an heretic."

Thefe writings being read publicly at Rome, neither the pope,
nor any that were prefcnt, found them at all different from the

doctrine of the church. They were filled with joy and admira-
tion : fcarce could they retrain from tears, fo deeply were they
concerned to find, that men, whofe faith was fo pure, had been
fo much flandered. In their opinion, thefe writings fpoke of

nothing, but the grace and alTiftance of God. Heros and Laza-

rus, whofe characters had fuffercd in other refpects, appeared to

them
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them two wrong-headed men, who aimed at nothing but dif-

turbing the church's peace. In this juncture Zofimus wrote a
fecond letter to Aurelius, and to all the biihops of Africa, more
formidable than the firft. He there fignifies to them, that he is

iatisfied with Pelagius and Celcftius's confefllon of faith, and

perfuaded of their finterity. He triumphs on his difcovery of

their innocence, and exclaims againft Heros and Lazarus. This
letter coming to the hands of Aurelius, the next year, 418, he

aflembled fome bifhops, who at firlt were quite amazed at the

bifhop of Rome ; but, recovering from their furprife, firmly
maintained the judgement they had given, and which had been

confirmed by Innocent I. At the head of their decrees they put
a fecond letter to pope Zofimus, in which they addrelfrd him in

thefe terms: " We have ordained, that the fentence given by
the venerable bidiop Innocent fhall fubfift, until they (hail con-

fefs without equivocation, that the grace of Jcftis Chrift does

aflifl: us, not only to know, but alfo to do juftice in every adlion ;

infomuch, that without it we can neither think, fay, or do any
thing whatever, that belongs to true piety." They added',
" That Celeltius's having faid in general terms, that he agreed
with Innocent's letters, was not fatisfalory in regard to perfons
of inferior understandings; but that he ought to anathematize

in clear terms all that was bad in his writings, left many fliould

believe that the apoflolical fee had approved his errors, rather

than be perfuaded that he had reformed them." The bifliop of

Africa likewife reminded pope Zofimus of his predeceflbr's deci-

fion, relating to the council of Diofpolis ; mewed him the arti-

fice made ufe of in the confeillon of faith which Pelagius had

jfent to Rome; and refuted after their manner the cavils of the

heretics: and, as Zofimus had reprimanded them for having too

cafiiy given credit to the accufers of Celeflius, they jiiiiified

themfelvesat his expence ; by ihcvving, that he himfelf had been

too precipitate in this affair. Moreover, they declared plainly,
that this caufe arifmg in Airica, and having been judged there,

Celeftius could have no right to appeal from thence, nor the

pope to take cognizance of it : to which they added a proteft, to

prevent Zofimus from attempting to pronounce any fentence by
default, in favour of Celeftius and Peiagius.

Zofimus, either through a perfuafion that thefe heretics had
dealt infmcefely with him, or finding it prudent to yield to the

neceflity of the occafion, upon the receipt of this letter, ifTued

out a formal and authentic condemnation of the Pelagians,
founded on Celeftius's having abfcnted himfelf from Rome

; and
excommunicated the two heretics, leaving them however in the

clafs of penitents, in cafe they abjured their errors. All the

Roman clergy approved of this judgment. The pope applied
alfo to Honorius, requeuing him to caufe all heretics to be

driven
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driven out of Rome ;
in compliance with which, the emperor

gave a refcript at Ravenna, April, 418, directed to the prctorian

prefect
of Italy, who, in confequence, iflued his ordinance

jointly with the pretorian prefect of the ea(t, and the prefect of

Gaul,' purporting, that all fuch as (liould be convicted of this

error fliould fuffer perpetual banifhment, and that all their poflef-

fions mould be confifcated. The pope, moreover, vigorotifly

profecuting his defign to extirpate the friends of Pelagius, caufed

all the bilhops to be dtpofed, who would not fubfcribe the con-

demnation of the new herefy, and drove them out of Italy by
virtue of the laws of the empire. Atticns, bimop of Conftanti-

nople, likcwife rejected their deputies. They were driven from

Ephefus ;
and Theodotus bifhop of Antioch condemned them,

and drove Pelagius thence, who was lately returned from Pale-

ftine, where he had taken refuge from the emperor's refcript.

We have no certain account of him after this
;
but there is reafou

to believe, that he returned to England, and fpread his doclrine

there; which induced the bifhop of Gaul to fend thither St.

Germain of Auxerrc, in order to refute it. However that be,

it is certain that Pelagian herefy, as it is called, fpread itfelf

both in the eaft and weft ;
and took fo deep root, that it fubfifts

to this day in different feels, who all go by the general name of

Pelagians.
This Hercfiarch -wrote feveral things, among which are,

" A
Treatife upon the Trinity ;"

" A Commentary on St. Paul's

Epillies," which was annexed to thofe of St. Jerorn, and was

long thought to be written by him
;

" A Book of Eclogues, or

Spiritual Maxims;" feveral letters, among which is one ad-

drolled to a virgin, named Demetrias, which is printed in the

works of St. Jerom ; feveral pieces in his own defence ;
and

a treatife
" De libero arbitrio." Cardinal Noris wrote the

*'
Hiftory of Pelagian! fin.

PELETIER (CLAUDE DE) one of the few who have been

able to unite attention to bufincfs, with the love and cultivation

of letters. He was born at Paris in 1630, and bred to the law,
but always in ftri6t intimacy with Boileau, Bignon, Lamoignon,
and the other great men of his time. He was firft counfellor of

the Chatelct, then in the parliament, afterwards prefidcnt of the

fourth chamber of requefts, and next Prevot des Marchands.
To this place he was nominated in 1668, and fignalized his

fituation there by building a quay at Paris, which flill retains his

name. Being much approved in this office, he was appointed
in 1683 to fucceed the famous Colbert in that of controller-

general of the finances. He held this place only fix years, after

which he rcfigned it, and in 1697 retired from court entirely, to

lead a life of meditation and devotion. He died in Auguft,
1711, at the age of 81. Though the life of Pcletier was fo

much
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much occupied by bufinefs, he cither produced or was concerned
in feveral publications, i. Extra-fls and Collections from the

Fathers, the ecclclialtical \Vriter?, and from Scripture, made
with great Judgement in feveral volumes, I2mo. 2. Editions

of the " Comes Theologus," and " Comes Juridicus," of Peter

Pithou, who was his maternal great grandfather. 3.
" Comes

Sencclutis," 4. and " Coines Rufticus," both in I2mo, and
written in imitation of the former works of Pithou, confift

chiefly of the thoughts of various authors. 5. The belt Edition

of the Body of Canon Law, in Latin, with the Notes of Peter

and Francis Pithou, in two vols. folio. 6. An Edition of the

Obfervations of Peter Pithou on the Code and on the Novella?.

PELL (JoHN), an eminent Englii'h mathematician, defcended

from an ancient family in Lincolnfhire, was born at Southwyke
in Suilcx, March I, 1610

[~B j ; and educated in grammar learn-

ing at the free fchool, then newly founded, at Stenning in that

county. At thirteen, he was fent to Trinity college in Cam-
bridge, being then as good a fcholar as moft mailers of arts in

that univerfity, but, though he was eminently fkilled in the

Greek and Hebrew languages, he never offered himfelf a candi-

date at the cledlion of fcholars or fellows of this college. His

perfon was handfome, and the habit of his body (Irong ; and

therefore, fcarce ever ufing recreations, he profecuted his ftudies

with the more application and intcnfenefs. In 1629, he drew

up the "
Defcription and Ufe of the Quadrant, written for the

Ufe of a Friend, in two Books ;" the original MS. of which is

ftill extant among his papers in the Royal Society ;
and the fame

year he held a correfpondence with Mr. Henry Briggs on loga-
rithms [cj. In 1630, he wrote " Modus fupputandi Epheme-
rides AHronomicas (quantum ad motum folis attinet) paradig-
mate ad an. 1630 accommodato ;" and " A Key to unlock the

Meaning of Johannes Trithemius, in his Difcourfe of Stegano-

graphy ','
which Key, Pell the fune year imparted to Mr. Samuel

Hartlib and Mr. Jacob Homed:*:. The fame year, he took the

degree of matter of arts at Cambridge, and the year following
was incorporated in the univerfity of Oxford. June the yth, he

wrote " A Letter to Mr. Edward Wingate on Logarithms ;"

and, Oft. 5, 1631,
" Commentationes in Cofmographiam

Alftedii," July 3, 1632, lie married Ithamaria
[ D], fccond

daughter of Mr. Henry Reginollcs of London, by whom he had

four fons and four daughters, March 6, 1633-4, he finished his
" Aftronomical Hiftory of Observations of heavenly Motions
and Appearances;" and, April the icth, his "

Eclipticus Prog-
noitica ; or Foreknower oi the Eclipfes ; teaching how, by Cal-

Athen. Cxon. General Diclior,:-.; y. vcl. iv. p. 444.
Tbfre is extant a letter ot Mr.

| n] lie:' num.- is Lr.ieli: 1

s to Km. B:.c.h'- I'!'., of R, S. Athun-.ar. Ib. iL\d.

dilation,

{
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dilation, to foreknow and foretell all forts of Eclipfes of the

heavenly Lights." In 1634, he tranflated
" The everlafting

Tables of heavenly Motions, grounded upon the Obfervations

of all Times, and agreeing with them all, by Philip Lanfberg,
of Ghent in Flanders;" and, June the I2th, the fame

year,
he

sommittecl to writing,
" The Manner of deducing his Aftro-

nomical Tables out of the Tables and Axioms of Philip Lanf-

berg." March 9, 1634-5, he wrote " A Letter of Remarks on

Geflibrand's Mathematical Difcourfe on the Variation of the

Magnetic Needle ;" and, the 3d of June following, another on
the fame fubjecl.

His eminence in mathematical knowledge was now fo great,

that he was thought worthy of a profeffor's chair in that fcience ;

and, upon the vacancy of one at Amfterdam in 1639, fir Wil-
liam Bofwell, the.Englifh refident with the States General, ufed

his intereft, that he might fucceed in that profefforfhip [E] ;

which was not filled up till above four years after, 1643, when
Pell was chofen to it. The year following he published, in two

pages 4to,
" A Refutation of Longomontanus's Difcourfe, De

vera circuli menfura," printed at Amfterdam in 1644 [F], June
1646, he was invited by the prince of Orange to be profeflbr
of philofophy and mathematics at Breda, in the college newly
founded there by his highnefs, with the offer of a falary of 1000

guilders a year [ol. This he accepted ; and, upon his removal

to Breda, was eafed of the profefforlhip of philofophy, and dif-

charged only the duties of that of mathematics. His " Idea

Mathefeos
|~H],"

which he had addreffed to Mr. Hartlib, who
in 1639 had lent it to Des Cartes and Merfenne, was printed

1650 at London, in iimo, in Englifh, with the title of " An
Idea of Mathematics," at the end of Mr. John Durie's Re-
formed Library-keeper. He left Breda, and returned to Eng-
Jnnd, in 1652; and, in 1654, was fent by the protector Crom-
well agent to the Protcftant cantons in .Switzerland, his inftruc-

tions being dated March 3010 of that year. His firft fpeech in

Latin to the deputies of Zurich was on the I3th of June ; and
he continued in that city during moft of his employment in

Switzerland, in which he had afterwards the title of refident.

Being recalled by the protector, he took his leave of the cantons

[ E] MS. note of Dr, Pell. glus, mathefeos in illuftri Amftelodimcn.

[>] Mr. Pell's " Refutation" was fmm gymnafio profeflbr. Calendis fextili-

dated Aug. i, 1644, and concludes thus: bus, anno 1644.
" Abande igitur fufficit hc unica pagella [c] Letter of Mr. Pell to Sir Charles

tot charris librilque aiiquoties editis refu- Cavendi(l>, from Amfterdam, 9th July,
tandis

; triumquc horularum fpatio noftra 1646, N.S.

premens veftif-,ia, poft pauculas multiplica- [H] It is printed by Mr. Hooke, in his

tiones et divifiones, tot annorum incredi- "
Philofophical Tranfadions," No. 5.

biles Longomontani labores prorfus periiffe p. i-, and k the, author's chef d'oeuvrc.

videbit. Ita crnfeo Johannes Ptllius, An-

VOL. XII. I in
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in a Latin fpcech at Zurich, the 236 of June 1658 ;
but retnrn'ed

to England Co mort a time before the Protestor's death, that he
had no opportunity of an audience from him.

In his negotiations abroad, he did no ill fervice to the interefls

of Charles II. and the church of England; and after the Relto-

ration, he entered into holy orders. He was ordained dencon
March 31, i66i r and prieit in June following, by Sanderfon >

bi(hop of Lincoln ; and, on the i6th of that month, intlituted.

to the rectory of Fobbing in Eflex, given him by the king.
Dec. the 5th following, he brought into the upper houfe of
convocation the calendar reformed by him, ailifted by Sancroft,
afterwards abp. of Canterbury. In 1663, he was prcfented by
Sheldon, bifhop of London, to the rectory of Laingdon in Eifex ;

and, upon the promotion of that bifhop to the fee of Canterbury
in the next month, became one of his grace's domeltic chaplains.
He was then doctor of divinity, and expected, as Wood tells us,
to be made a dean

;
but being not a perfon of activity, as others

who mind not learning are, could never rife higher than a rector.

The truih is, he was a helpkfs man as to worldly affairs
;
and

his tenants and relations dealt fo unkindly by him, that they
defrauded him of the profits of his rectory, and kept him fo

indigent, that he was in want of necevTaries, even ink and paper,
to his dying day. He was for fome time confined to the King's-
bench prifon for debt; but, in March 1682, was invited by
Dr. \V hitler to live in the college of phyficians. Here he con-

tinued, till June following ; when he was obliged, by his ill ftate

of health, to remove to the houfe of a grandchild of his in

S>. Margaret's church-yard, Weltminller. He died at the houfe

of Mr. 'Cothorne, reader of the church of St. Giles's in the

Fields, Dec. the 1 2th, 1685, and was interred by the charity of

Bufbv, mailer of Weflminfter fchool, and Sharp, rector of

St. Giles's, in the rector's vault under that church. He pub-
liilied fome other things not yet mentioned, a lift of which is

iuieried below [ij.
Some

[i] Thcfe are, i. "An Excrcitation Algebra ; tranflated out of the High Dutch

co iccrning Eaitcr,'' without his name, into Englilh by Thomas Brankcr, M. A.

16.54, 4to. ^. " A T;:b!e of ten then- much altered and augmented by D. 1\

ia::d fquare nurr.l.TS, namely, of all the [Dr. Pell]. Alfo, A Table of odd num-

Iquarc numbers bi:t\vcjn o and loo mil- her;, Icfs than one hundred thoufand,

lions, and of their (iocs or roots, which flit-wing thofe that a-rc incompofite, -nd rc-

arc all the whole rumlicrs between o and folving the reft into their factors or coefli-

ic,ooo ;
with an Appendix, concerning cients

; fuppulated by the fame Thoma
UK- ending or lal\ tigurcs of all fquarc Brankcr." A copy of this book, with

numbers, 1672," folio. 3.
" An luau- many corrections and improvements ol

gu:al Oration at h'rs tntering upon the Dr. Pell, is amongft his papers in the

'.rihip at Breda." 4. He made great Royal Society. He demonftrated the tenth

aftL-rations and additions to " Rhonius's book of Euclid
;
which piece \vai in Ma.

AL'ibru," printed at London, 1668, 4to. in the library of the lord Brcreton ia Che-

w.dev the litlc of " An Introduction to ihirc; as likewife Archimedes'* fa^xi'i-i::,
and
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Some of his MSS. were left by him at Erereton in Cheshire,

\\here he redded fome years, being the feat of William lord

Brereton, who had been his pupil at Breda : a great quantity of

others- came after his death into the hands of Dr. Bufby ;
which

Mr. Hooke, having reported, them to the Royal Society, Feb.

1686, was defired to ufe his endeavours to obtain for the Society.
But they continued buried under du(r, and mixed with the papers
and pamphlets of Dr. Bufby, in four large boxes, till June,

1755 ;
when Dr. Birch, fecretary to the Royal Society, pro-

cured them for that body, by means of the Rev. Mr. Widmore,
M. A. librarian of St. Peter's church, Weftminfter, from the

truflees of Dr. Bufby. The collection contains not only Pell's

mathematical papers, letters to him, and copies of thofe from

him, &c. but likewife feveral MSS. of Mr. Walter Warner,
the philofopher and mathematician, who lived in the reigns of

James t. and Charles I.

PKLLEGRIN (SIMON JOSEPH), an abbe, and an author by
profeffion, of fome celebrity at Paris, was born at Marfeille-s in

1663, and became a religious of the order of Servites. Being
tired of this mode of life, he took fome voyages as chaplain to

a \eilel. On his return, he wrote a poem called " An Epiftle to

the King on the glorious Succefs orchis Arms," which gained
the priie in the French academy in 1704. With this Epiftle

Pellegrin had fent an Ode on the fame fubjecl:, which proved
the only formidable rival to his Epiftle, and for fome time

divided the opinions of the academy. This fingular fuccefs

made his known at court. Madame Maintenon took notice of

him, and gained him a brevet to be tranflated into the order of

Cluni. PeHegrin fublitted folely by the prizes he gained in

Je-veral literary academies, and his other literary labours. He
even kept a kind of ihop, where thofe who wanted occafional

verks, as epigrams, fonnets, madrigals, &c., were fupplied at

certain .prices, according to the number and goodnefs of the

lines. This trade growing Hack, he began to write for the thea-

tres, but here a new obitacle arofe. The cardinal de Noailles
infilled that he fhould either ceafe to write for the Itage, or to

officiate at the mafs. He would tain have had a difpenfation on
this fubjecl, but, the cardinal being inexorable, he gave up the

mafs, as leatt profitable. He would, however, have felt the

latter, had not his friends procured him a falary, for writing the

account of the theatrical entertainments in the Mercure. Pelle-

and the greatcft part of Diophantus's fix of " Apol'.onius," but laid it afide in May,
or" .'.lithtm-tic

;
of" which author he 1645, at the defirc of Golius, \vho w'.s

.g, Aug. 1644, a new edition, engaged in :\n edition of that writer from
in \\hidi he would have corrected the an Arabic MS. given him at Aleppo eig'h-

tranfljtion, and made new illuftrations. teen years before. Letters of Mr.
He defigned likewife to r-ublilh an edition SirChar!cCavendifi], in the K

I 2 grin
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grin deferved to be in better circumflances, for a great part of

what he earned fo laborioufly was diftributed among his rela-

tions : and his difpofition was lingularly candid and modeft. He
was, at the fame time, negligent of his appearance, and had an

impediment in his fpeech, circumftances which confpired to

plunge him in that neglect he fo feverely experienced. He lived,

however, to the age of 82 ; and clofed this long life on the 5th
of September, 1745. Some fatirift made an epitaph for him,

exprefling his diflrefs, between his theological and theatrical

engagements.

Ci git le pauvre Pellegrin,

Qui dans le double emploi de Poete et de Pretre,

Eprouva mille fois 1'ernbarras que fait naitre

La crainte de mourir de faim.

Le matin Catholique, et le foir idolatre,

H dinoit de 1'autel, et fouport du theatre.

His works are very various; poems of all kinds, fpirrtual and

general; verfions of the Pfalms and other parts of fcripture;

comedies, operas, &c.
;
the general character of all which \sf

that they are feldom excellent in their plans, and that the veri-

fication is almoft invariably flat and tedious.

PELLEGRINO Tifaldi, called otherwife PELEGRINO
da Bologna, where he was born in 1522, was the fon of an

architect of Milan ; and had fuch a genius for the fciences, that

of himfelf he defigned feveral buildings at Rome and Bologna,
and became one of the bed matters of his time in the arts of

painting and architecture, both civil and military. He firft

(hewed his capacity at Rome, and acquired a reputation there r

but whatever fuccefs his works had, the workman was very

unfortunate, either becatife he did not know what price to fet

on his pieces, or becaufe he could never be contented. He was

fo chagrined at his ill fortune, that he would often bemoan it.

One day Gregory XIII. going out to take the air, and happen-

ing to leave the common road, heard a complaining voice, which

feemed to come from behind a bufh : he followed it by little and

little, till he faw a man lying on the ground under a hedge.
The pope came up, and finding it to be Pellegrino, aflced him
" Why he complained for" " Your holinefs fees," fays Pelle-

grino,
" a man in dcfpair: I love my profeffion ;

I fpare no

pains to underftand it : I work with afliduity, and endeavour to

finifti my pieces fo much, that I am never fatisfied with what I

have done
; yet all my pains is to no ptirpofe. I am fo little

rewarded for it, that 1 have fcarce wherewithal to live. Not
able therefore to bear this hard lot, I wandered hither with a

full refolution to ftarve myfelf, rather than endure fo great mifery

any longer." The pope chid him feverely ; and, having at

length
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length brought him to himfelf, promifed him his afflftance in

all things : and, the bufinefs of painting not turning to account,

advifed him to apply to architecture, in which he had already

ihewn his /kill, giving him aflurances he would employ him in

his buildings. Pellegrino followed the advice, and became a

great architect, a great engineer, and built feveral ftately palaces,

which might have contented him, had he been more out of love

with the world than he was. Returning into his own country,
cardinal Borromeo fent for him to Pavia, where he built the

palace de la Sapienza ;
and was chofen by the citizens of Milan

to be fupcrintendant of the building they were about to add to

their cathedral church. From thence Philip II. invited him to

Spain, to direct the painting and architecture of the Efcurial.

He painted a great deal there, and fo pleafed the king, that his

majefty gave him a purfe of a hundred thoufand crowns, and

honoured him with the title of marquis. Pellegrino, loaded

with riches and honour, returned to Milan
;
and died there

during the pontificate of Clement VIII. in 1592, at the age of

about 70.
PELLEGRINO of Modena, a celebrated Italian painter,

bred under Raphael, who worked, with other difciples of that

Inimitable mafter, in the paintings of the Vatican, and made
feveral pictures of his own at Rome. After Raphael's death,

he returned to Modena, and followed his bufinefs with induftry
and fuccefs till his death

;
which was occafioned by fome wounds

he received, in endeavouring to refcue his fon,. who had com-
mitted a murder in a public itreet of that city. He was born in

1511. There were alfo two other painters of the name of Pel-

legrino or Pellegrini.
PELLERIN (JOSEPH), famous for his collection of medals,

and his publications refpecting them, was for a long time com-

miflary-general, and chief clerk of the French marine. He
united the knowledge of a man of letters, with all the activity of

a man of bufmefs ;
but having, after 40 years of fervice, obtained

leave to retire, he thenceforth gave himfelf up entirely to the

udy of antiquities. His cabinet of medals, which v.as ptir-

hafed by the king in 1776, was the richeft ever formed by a

private individual : and learned men of all countries highly

refpected the collector of fo valuable a trcafure. He died in

Auguft, 1782, at the furpriQng age of 99. He enriched the

fcience of medals by a valuable fet of works on that fubject,

forming altogether nine volumes in 4to, with many plates; thefe

were publilhed at different times from the yoar 1762 to 1770,
and contain judicious and learned explanations of the plates,
which are executed with great exactnefs and beauty. They
form, in a word, a vaft collection of medals, for thofe who can-

not afford to collect the coins themfelves.

I 3 PELLE-
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PELLETIER (JACQUES), a celebrated French phyfician,
born at Mans in 1517, was eminent alfo as a fcholar, and

became principal of the colleges of Baycux and Mans at Paris,

where he died in 1582. His writings have not retained all the

cflimation which they pod'clted in his time, but they are nume-
rous, i. Commentaries on Euclid, written in Latin, 8vo.

2.
" De dimcnfione circuli," fol. Bafil. 1563. 3.

"
Difqtii-

litioncs Geometrica?," Lugd. 1567, 8vo, with fome other works
of this kind. 4.

"
Dialogue de 1'Ortografe e prononciacion

Fran9oafe," 8vo, Lyon. 1555, in which, as may be fcen by
the title, he propofes to write words as they are pronounced : a

theoretical improvement, but attended with too many difficulties

in practice to be adopted in any country. Mr. James Elphin-
fton has long been making (imilar attempts, with (imilar fuccefs,

in England. 5. Two or three collections of very bad poetry.
6. A Defcription of Savoy. 7. A Tranflation of Horace's Art

of Poetry. 8. A French Art of Poetry written in Piofc. He
publiihcd alfo oji his own profefllon, 9. A fmall Treatife in

Latin, on the Plague. And 10. A Concordance of feveral

PalFages in Galen, with fome detached Treatifcs, in one vol.

410, 1559.
PELLISSON-FoNTANiER (PAUL), a French academician,

and called by Bayle one of the fined gehiufes of the 17th century,
was defcended from an ancient and diftinguifhed family, and

born at Beziers in 1624 [K]. His mother, who was left a

widow very young, brought him up in her own religion, which
was the Proteftant

;
and fent him to Caftres to learn the belles

lettres of Morns, a learned Scotfman, who was principal of a

college of the Proteftants at that place, and father of the famous

Alexander Morns. At twelve years of age he was removed to

Montauban to ftudy philofophy ;
and thence to Touloufe, where

he applied himfelf to the law. He acquired a good knowledge
of the Latin, Greek, Spanifh, and Italian languages; taking
care all the while to cultivate his own ;

and read the belt authors

in them all. His love for the belles lettres did not, however, ns

it nfually does, make him ncglecl: his defiincd province, the

law ; which he ftudied fo diligently, as to publilh, when he was
not quite one-and-twenty,

" A Commentary upon the Jnftimtes

of Jnltinian." It was printed in French at Paris, 1645, in

I2mo. Some little time after, he went to Paris; where the

celebrated Conrart, to whom he had been recommended by the

Proteftants of Caftres, introduced him to the gentlemen of the

academy, who allernbled at his houfe : but Pelliilon foon returned

to Caftres, the refidence of his family, and applied himfelf to

the bnfinefs of the bar. He had excited the admiration of all

[K] Niceron, torn. ii.

about
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about "him, and was going on in a moil noufufhh&g way ; when
the fmull-pox feized him, and disfigured his countenance fo

terribly, that his moil intimate friends could not know him.

This misfortune affiiclcd him feniibly, and determined him to

return to Paris, to leek for confolation. among the ivlufes, and the

learned; and at length he fettled there. He contracted a friend-

(hip with mademoifelie de Scudery, which grew to fuch an

height, that for many years, as it is laid, they did not fail either

to fee or write to each other every day. In 1562, he became

fecrctary to the king ; and the fame year read his "
Hiilory of

the French Academy, from its Eitablilhmcnt in 1635 to 1652,"
to that fociety. He read it, when it was only in manufcripr, at

their requetr., in a full airembly. and they fome time after de-

creed, in honour of him, that ihe tirit vacant place in the aca-

demy fhould be beftowed on him
;
and that, in the mean time,

he fhould be empowered to come to all their meetings, and give
his vote as an academician : with the following claufe, that the

like favour could not hereafter be indulged to any perfon, upon
any confideration whatever. This work of Pellilfon, which has

always been reckoned a matter-piece, was printed at Paris, 1653,
in 8vo,

Fouqtret, fuperintendant of the finances, who well knew his

merit and talents, made him his firft clerk and confident in 1657 ;

and PellifTbn, though much to his injury, always preferved the

ilncereft attachment to him. Two years after, be was made
mailer of the accounts at Montpelier, and in his journey to thai

place palfed through Pezenas
;
where he vifited the tomb of his

friend Sarrafin, and with many tears had a mafs faid o\vr it.

He was fcarce returned to Paris, when the difgrace of his patron

Fouquet involved him in much trouble; infomuch that, in i66j,
he was lent to the Batlile, and confined there above four years.

Though a very Uriel watch was fet over him, he found means
to correfpond with his friends, and even with Fouquet himfelf,
from whom he alfo received letters. He ufed his utmoft endea-

vours, and employed a thoufand arts, to fcrve this minifter; and
he compofed in his behalf three famous pleadings, which, Voi-
taire fays,

" refemble thofe of the Roman orator, the moil of

any thing in the French language. They arc likr many of
Cicero's orations: a mixture ot judicial and i'late attairs, treated

with an art void of oltentation, and with ali the ornaments of

an afFecYmg eloquence." In the mean time, the public was
fo convinced of his innocence, and he was fo tltcemed in the

midil of his misfortunes, that Tanaquil Faber dedicated his

edition of Lucretius to him ; and the very day that leave was

given to fee him, the duke de Montatifier, and other perfons
of the firft diitinclion, went to viiit him in the BalHle. He
was fet at liberty in 1666 ; and, two years after, had the honour

14 ta
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to attend Louis XIV. in his firft expedition againft the United

Provinces, of which he compofed a fine account. " His genius,"

fays Voltaire,
" enabled him to write well, but did not prevent

him from flattering his hero." In 1670, he abjured the Pro-

teftant religion ; for which, it is faid, he was prepared, during
his imprifonment, by reading and remarking upon books of

controverfy. Voltaire fays,
" he had the good fortune to be

convinced of his errors, and to change his religion at a time,

when that change opened his way to fortune and preferment."
He took the ecclefiattical habit, obtained feveral benefices, and

the place of mafter of the requefts. The king fettled on him a

penfion of 6000 livres
; and, towards 1677, entrufted him with

the revenues of fome abbeys, to be employed in converting the

Hugonots. He (hewed great zeal in this work
; and, in 1686,

the year after the revocation of the edi6l of Nantes, added the

ufe of his pen to other means. He ptiblifhed,
*' Reflexions fur

les differens de la Religion.;" a new edition of which came out

in 1687, augmented with an " Anfwer to the Objections from

England and Holland," in the fame language. He employed
alfo his intervals of leifure, for many years, in writing a large
controverfial volume upon the facrament

;
but did not live to

finifh it. Much fubtilty of genius is feen in his writings upon
religious matters ; and that, fays Bayle, was ail he could put
into it.

He died at Verfailles, Feb. the 7th, 1693 ; and created much
converfation among idle or bigoted people, by refufing to make
confeflion of his fins in his laft illnek. Mad. de Scuclery, his

intimate friend, was grieved at the report, and defired the biihop
of Meaux to inform her of the true {late of the affair ; who
wrote her word, and his letter was afterwards publimed, that

PelliflTon had fent for a confeflbr, but that a defluxion choked
him ere he could arrive. So faid the Catholics : the Proteftants

pretended, that he died fecretly in their religion ; and his ene-
mies gave out, that he had no religion at all, but was only a

time-ferver, who thought the religion of his prince, and that

which was mod fubfervient to his ambition, always the beft.

His works have been publifhcd together, fince his death: there
is among them a *'

Preface," written for the " Works of
Sarrafin," which is reckoned a mafter-piece in its way.

" He
was," fays Voltaire,

" an indifferent poet, but a man of great
eloquence and learning.
PEMBROKE (THOMAS), a good Englifli painter, the difci-

ple of Larroon, whofe manner he imitated; he performed well
both in portraits and hiftory. He painted feveral pictures for

the earl of Bath, in conjunction with a Mr. Woodfield, a

difciplc of Fuller. Pembroke died in London, in his 28th year,
about 1730

PENINC-
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PENINGTON (ISAAC), a writer of confiderable eftimation

among the people called Quakers. His father was an alderman
of London, and held the mayoralty in two fucceflive years,
1642 and 1643, the former year in the room of Gurney, dif-

placed by the parliament. At the reftoration, he in his turn was

difplaced, profecuted, and died in the Tower. Ifaac the foa
was born about 1617, and in his education had the advantages
which the fchools and univerfities of his country could give, and
from his father's flation, a reafonable profpel of rifmg in th

world. He neverthelefs chofe a life devoted to religion and

retirement; and, as he has himfelf faid, received impreflions of

piety from his childhood. He appears to have paffed much of
the early part qf his life in a ftate of fpiritual affliction, in per-

ceiving in himfelf, and in the world at large, a want of that

vital religion, and communion with the divine nature, which he
believed the holy men of ancient time to have poffcfTed. What-
ever he read in the fcripture, as opened to his understanding, he
determined .fully to pradice, and was contented to bear the

reproach, opposition, and fufFering which it occafioned. It

appears alfo, that he met with oppofition from his relations, and

among the reft from his father; but he declares, that his heart

was preferved in love to them amidit all he fuffered from them.
On his firft hearing of the Quakers, he thought them a poor
weak and contemptible people, although, while his judgment
feemed to reje6l them, the conferences which he occasionally
had with them feemed to increafe his fecret attachment. At

length, in 1658, he became fully fatisfied refpefting them,

partly through the preaching of George Fox ; and became
himfelf an unfhaken and conftant aflerter of their peculiar tenets,
as a minifter and author.

He married about 1648 Mary Springett, a widow, whofe

daughter, by her former hufband, became the wife of William
Penn. He redded on his own eftate, called the Grange, at

Chalfont, in Buckinghamshire. It docs not appear that he tra-

velled much as a minifter; for of fix imprifonments which he

fuffered, during the reign of Charles II. five were in his own

county.
The firft was in 1661, when the nation was alarmed on

account of the fifth monarchy men, which occalioned much dif-

turbance to the meetings of DifTenters. He was taken from a

meeting in his own family, and committed to Aylefbury goal,

where, although a weakly man, he was kept for feventeen weeks

(great part of which was in winter) in a cold room without a

h re-place, by which means he became unable to turn himfelf

in bed.

In 1664 he was again taken out of a meeting, and remained

a fecund time prifoner in the fame goal for nearly the fame
time.
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time. In 1665 he was taken up at Amerfliam as he was attend-

ing the corpfe of a friend to the burial ground of the Quakers.
The concourfe of that people who walked after it in the ilrect,

feems to have been conftrued into a conventicle, for he was com-
mitted to Ayldbury goal for one month only, on the Conven-
ticle Aft, in order to banifhtr.ent. It is remarkable that the

juftice,
becaufc it was not then convenient to fend him from

Amerlhatn to Aylefbury, difmiffed him on his word to come again
the next day but one, when he accordingly came, and was com-
mitted : as did on the fame occafion fevcral other Quakers.
The fame year he was arrelted in .his houfe by a foldier without

a warrant, and carried before a deputy-lieutenant, by whom he

was again fent to his old quarters at Aylefbury; and, though the

pelHlence was fufpe&ed to be in the goal, and no crime was laid

to his charge, he was kept there till a perfon died of it. After

about nine months confinement he was difcharged ; but when
he had been at home about three weeks, a party of foldicrs came
and feizedhim in bed, carrying him again to prifon at Aylefbury.
The cold, damp, and unhealthinefs of the room, again gave him
a fit of illnefs which lafted fome months. At length he was

brought by Habeas Corpus to the bar of the King's-bench, and

(with the wonder of the court that a man mould be fo long

imprifoned for nothing) he was difcharged in 1668. During
one of thefe imprifonments his eftate was feized, and his wife

and family turned out of his houfe.

In 1670 he was imprifoned a fixth time. He was vifiting
fome of his friends, confined at that time in Reading goal ; on
which he was taken before a juttice and confined there himfelf.

Ellwood relates, that during this confinement, which lafted a

year and nine months, he incurred a premunire, as did many of

the Quakers. For being from time to time examined at the

aflizes, it was common to tender them the oath of allegiance,
which they refufing, from their fcruple to fwear at all, they
became criminals in the view of .the law when they went out of

court, however innocent they might have been on their coming
in. It feems probable, that the political principles of the father,

had fome fhare in occafioning the fufferings of the fun
;
who

from his writings appears to have been more than ordinarily
endued with the talent of a meek and quiet fpirit. He died at

Goodneftone-court, Suflex, in 1679, being about 63 years of

age. Ellwood fays, that his difpoiition was courteous and affa-

ble ;
his ordinary difcourfe chearful and pleafant, neither morofc

nor light, but innocently fwect, and tempered with fuch a

ferious gravity, as rendered his converfation both delightful
and profitable. His numerous writings were collected into

one volume folio, and publifhed i6cSi ; afterwards reprinted
in two volumes, -quarto, and next iu.fuur, ftvo. Some felect

pieces
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pieces have alfo been reprinted, and lately, fome of his let-

ters, in Svo, 1796; many of them are dated from Aylefbury.
T hev breathe a fpirit of genuine philanthropy, but being deeply
tinclmed with myiticifm, have been more fought for by fuch as

are fond of that fpecies of writing, than by other readers; and

than anv other publications written bv Quakers.
PENN WILLIAM), afterwards fir William Penn, knight,

admiral of England, and one of the commanders at the taking
of Jamaica, was born at Briftol in 1621, of an ancient family;
addicted from his youth to maritime affairs; made captain at the

age of twenty-one; rear-admiral of Ireland at twenty-three;
vice-admiral of Ireland at twenty-five; admiral to the Straits at

twenty-nine; vice-admiral of England at thirty-one; and ge-
neral in the firlr. Dutch war at thirty-two. Whence returning
in 1655, he was tlecled into parliament for the town of Wey-
mouth

;
in 1660, commiffioner of the admiralty and navy, go-

vernor of the fort and town of Kinfale, vice-admiral of Mun-
itcr, and a member of that provincial council; in 1664, chief

commander under the duke of York, in that fignal and fuccefsful

fight with the Dutch fleet. He then took leave of the fea, but

{till continued his other employments till 1669; when through
bodily infirmities he withdrew to Wanftead in Eflex, and there

died in 1670. InThurloe's State-papers [L], there are minutes
of his proceedings in America, not mentioned on his monu-
ment, which he delivered to Oliver Cromwell's council in Sept.

1655. He arrived at Portfmouth in Auguft, and thence wrote
to Cromwell, who returned him no anfvver: and, upon his firft

appearing before the council, he was committed to the Tower,
for leaving his command without leave, to the hazard of the

army; but foon after difcharged.
PENN (WILLIAM), the fon of fir William, and the fub-

je<l of the prefent article, was born in the parifh of St. Ca-
therine, near the Tower of London, in 1644. It is remark-

able, that of the life of fo eminent a man, there mould be no

complete hiilory, from which to extra61 a more compendious
account. From the Oxford hiftorian Wood, from the imper-
fect prefatory narrative prefixed to his works, from fome paf-

fagcs in the works themfelves, and from circumftances related

by contemporary authors, we muft felect and arrange the inci-

dents of the life of Penn, while his works themfelves defcribe

him in the chara6ter of a religious author ; and the hiftory of

Pcnnfylvania, as a politician and a legillator. He was put to

fchool, according to Wood[M], at Chigwell in Elfex, after-

wards to a private fchool on Tower-hill, and had alfo the ad-

vantage of a domeftic tutor. Penn relates, in a conference he

[L] Vol. iv. p. 28, [M] Athen. vol. ii.

had
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had with fome religious perfons on the continent, that " the

Lord," as he expreffes it,
"

firii appeared to him about the twelfth

year of his age; and that, between that and the fifteenth, the

Lord vifited him, and gave him divine impreflions of himfelf."

Wood informs us, that during the time ot Penn's refidence at

this fchool at Chigwell,
"

being retired in a chamber alone,

Jie was fo fuddenly furprifed with an inward comfort, and (as

he thought) an external glory in the room, that he has many
times faid how from that time he had the feal of divinity and

immortality ; that there was a God, and that the foul of man
was capable of enjoying his divine communications." It ap-

pears, that before this time, he had been imprefled by the

preaching of one Thomas Loe, a Quaker, but no particulars of

the circumftance are known; it is however incidentally men-

tioned, that it was by the fame perfon that he was afterwards

confirmed in his defign of uniting himfelf with that feh
In 1660, he was entered a gentleman-commoner at Chrift-

church, Oxford ; where, although he is faid to have taken

great delight, at the times of recreation, in manly fports, he,

with fome other ftudents, withdrew from the national forms of

worfhip, and held private meetings, where they both preached
and prayed among themfelves. This gave great offence to the

heads of the college, and Penn, at the age of fixteen, wa$
fined for nonconformity ; but having then a degree of that

inflexibility, where he thought himfelf right, which he fhewed
on fubfequent occafions, he perfifted in his religious exercifes,

and the following year was expelled from the college.
On his return home his lot was not more eafy. His father,

obferving his delight to be in the company of fober and reli-

gious people, fuch as in the gay and licentious reign of Charles

If. was more likely to prevent, than to promote, his rifing in

the world, endeavoured by feverity to divert him from his pur-

pofe. Penn, as he relates himfelf, was whipped, beaten, and

finally turned out of doors, in 1662. The father, however,
cither relenting, or hoping to gain his point by other means,
fent his fon to Paris, in company with fome perfons of qua-

lity who were travelling that way. In France he continued

fome time, and returned fo well flailed in the language, and

in the embellimments of a polite behaviour, that he was joy-

fully received by his father. During his refidence in Paris, he

was aflauhed in the ftreet one evening by a perfon with a dVawn

fword, on account of a fuppofed affront; but, among other

accomplifhrntnts of a gay man, he had become fo good a

fwor., to dilarm his antagonifl. In one of his writings
he very n-tie:iaily condemns this barbarous practice, reflecting
how fmall a proportion the omillion of a piece of refpect bears

t
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to the lofs of life
;
which in this cafe might have been confe-

quent upon the rencounter.

After his return from France, he was admitted of Lincoln's-

Inn, with the view of ftudying the law, and continued there

till the memorable year 1665, when the plague raged in London.
In 1666, his father committed to him the care of a confiderablc

eftate in Ireland, which occafioned him for a time to refide

in that kingdom. At Cork, he was informed by one of the

people called Quakers, that Thomas Loc, whofe preaching
had affected him fo early in life, was fhortly to be at a meeting
in that city. To this meeting he went. It is faid that Loe,
who preached in the meeting, began his declaration with thefe

words :
" There is a faith that overcomes the world; and there

is a faith that is overcome by the world." The manner in

which Loe enlarged upon this exordium is not known
; but the

effect was the conviction of young Penn, who afterwards con-

ftantly attended the meetings of the Quakers, though in a time
of hot perfecution. The year after his arrival in Ireland, he

was, with many others, taken from a meeting at Cork, and
carried before the mayor, by whom he was committed to

prifon, but was foon releafed, on application to the earl of

Orrery. This was his firft imprifonment, at which time he
was about twenty-three years of age ;

and it tended to ftrengthen
the ties of his union with a people whom he believed to fuffer

innocently. His father, undemanding his attachment to the

Quakers, remanded him home, and though there was yet no

great alteration in his drefs, yet his ferious deportment evincing
the religious ftate of his mind, confirmed the fears of his father,
and gave occafion to a fpecies of conflict between them not

eafily defcribed. The father felt great affection for an accom-

plifhed and dutiful fon, and ardently defired the promotion of

his temporal interefts, which he feared would be obftructed by
the way of life he had embraced. The fon was fenfible of the

duty he owed to his parent, and afflicted in believing that he
could not obey him but at the rifk of his eternal welfare.

At length the father would have compounded with the fon, and

fuffered him to retain the fimplicity of his manners to all others,

if he would confent to be uncovered before the king, the duke

(afterwards James II.), and himfelf. Penn defired time to

confider of this requifition ; and, having employed it in falling

and fupplication, in order, as he conceived, to know the divine

will, he humbly fignined to his father that he could not comply
with it. After this, the father being utterly difappointed in

his expectations, could no longer endure the fight of his fon r

and a fecond time drove him from his family. In this feclu-

fion he comforted himfelf with the promife of Chrifl, to thof*

who leave houfe, or parents for his fake. His fupport out-

wardly, was the charity of his friends, and fome fupplies pri-

vately
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vately fent him by his mother; but, by degrees, his father,

becoming convinced of his integrity by his perftveranee, per-
mitted him to return to the family; and, though he did not give
him open countenance, he privately ufed his interelt to get him

releafed, \vhen imprifoned for his attendance at the Quakers'

meetings.
In the year 1668, he firft appeared both as a minifter and an

author among the Quakers. We fhall not pretend to give the

titles of all his numerous tracls. His firft piece has this title:

" Truth exalted, in a fliort but fure teltimony againft all thofe

religions, faiths, and worfhips, that have been formed and

followed in the darknefs of apoftacy ;
and tor that glorious

light which is now rifen and mines forth in the life and doc-

trine of the defpifed Quakers, as the alone good old way of

life and falvation ; prefented to princes, prieits, and people,
that they may repent, believe, and obey. By William Perm;
whom Divine love conftrains, in an holy contempt, to trample

terian, Penn wrote his "
Sandy foundation fhaken ;'

?

which,
from what authority is not now known, as no legal proceed-

ings are dated to have taken place, occafioned him to be im-

prifoned a fecond time. This imprisonment was in the Tower
of London, where he remained about (even months; and from
which he obtained his releafe alto, by another book entitled,
"

Innocency with her open face," in which lie vindicated

himfelf from the charges which had been cad on him for the

former treatile. In the Tower alfo, he wrote his famous " No
Oofs, no Crown," or rather, probably, the firfl edition of it,

of which the title was different. It may be eiix-emed his mafter-

piece, and contains a ftrong pi.clure oi Chriitian morality. The
complete title is,

" No Crofs, no Crown. A Dilcourle,

fhewing the nature and discipline of the holy Crofs oi Chrill :

and that the denying of Self, and daily bearing of ChrilVs Crofs,
is the alone way to the Reit and Kingdom of God. To which
arc added, the living and dying K-lUmonics of many pedons of

fame and learning, both of ancient and modern times, in fa-

vour of this treatile." It has gone through fcveral editions,
and has been lately tranilated into French. After his releafe,
he again vifited Ireland, where his time was employed, not

only in his lather's buiinefs, but in his own function as a mi-
niitcr among the Quakers, and in applications to the govern-
ment tor their relief from fuftering; in which application he
fucceeded fo well, as to obtain, in 1670, an order of council
for their general releafe from prifon. The fame year, he re-

turned tu London, and experienced that fuffering from which
his
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his influence had refcued his friends in Ireland.- The Con-
venticle-act came out this year, by which the meetings of Dii-
fenters were forbidden under ievere penalties. The Quakers,
however, believing it their religious duty, continued to meet
as ufual; and when fometimes forcibly kept out of their meet-

ing-houfes, they afiembled as near to them as they could in the
ilreet. At one of thefe open and public meetings, Penn
preached, for which he was committed to Newgate, his third

impriibnment ; and at the next feflion at the Old Bailey, to-

gether with William Mead, was indicted for "
being prefent

at, and preaching to an unlawful, feclitious, and riotous aifem-

bly." He pleaded his own canfe, made a long and gallant
defence, though menaced and ill-treated by the recorder, and
was finally acquitted by the jury. He was, neverthelefs, de-
tained in Newgate, and the jury fined. The trial was foon
after publiihed, under the title of,

" The People's ancient and

juit liberties averted, in the Trial of William Penn and Wil-
liam Mead, at the Seffions held at the Old Bailey in London,
the lit, 3d, 4th, and 5th of September, 1670, againft the moft

arbitrary procedure of that Court." This trial is inferted in
his works, and at once affords a proof of his legal knowledge
and firmnefs, and of the opprefiion of the times. The pre-
tence for the detention of Penn in Newgate, was for his fines,
which were impofed on him for what was called contempt of
court. How he came at length to be liberated does not appear;
not probably by the payment of the fines, for that the Quakers
generally refilled, deeming it an acknowledgement of guilt;
but, poflibly, by the mediation of his father. If fo, it was the

laft time that he had occafion to exercife his paternal kindnefs,
which now teems to have returned, and flowed abundantly ; for

he died this year, fully reconciled to his fon, and left him in

pofleflion of a plentiful eftate ;
it is faid about 1500!. per annum.

Penn, in his " No Crofs, no Crown (p. 473, edit. xiii. 1789),
lias collected fome of his father's dying expreflions, among
which we find this remarkable one, in the mouth of a man
who had fo much oppofed the religious conduct of his fon.
" Son William, let nothing in this world tempt you to wrong
your coafcience: I charge you do nothing againft your con-

iVience. So will you keep peace at home, which will be a

feaft to you in a day of trouble.''

Near this time he held a public difpute at Wycombe in

Buckinghamshire, with a Baptift teacher, concerning the uni-

u-rfality of the divine light.
He alfo wrote a letter to the

vice-chancellor of Oxford, on account of the abufe which his

friends fiiftered there from the junior fcholars. And during
his relulcnce this v\ inter at Penn in Buckingham (hire, h.-

publi/hcd his " Seafonablc Gueat againft Popery," thciuji it

was
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was the religion of the queen, and of the heir apparent. This is

mentioned to fhew the unreafonablenefs of the clamour that

was afterwards raifed againft him, that he favoured Popery:
an afperfion to which Burnet gave fome ear; but which Til-

lotfon retraced. Near the clofe of the year, he was led to his

fourth imprifonment. A ferjeant and foldiers waited at a meet-

ing until he ftood up and preached ; then the ferjeant arrefted

him, and he was led before the lieutenant of the Tower, by
whom, on the act for restraining nonconformists from inha-

biting in corporations, he was again committed, for fix months,
lo Newgate. During his confinement, he wrote feveral trea-

tifes; and alfo addreflcd the parliament, which was then about

to take meafures for enforcing the Conventicle-act with greater

feverity. Shortly after the releafe of William Penn from this

imprifonment, he travelled in the exercife of his miniftry in

Holland and Germany. Few particulars of this journey are

preferved ;
but it is alluded to in the account of a fubfequent

one, which he publifhed.
In 1672, he married Gulielma Maria Springctt, whofe father

having been killed at the fiege of Bamber, in the civil wars,
and her mother having married Ifaac Pennington of Chalfont,

Bucks, in his family, (which was a place of general refort for

Quakers in that county) Gulielma had her education, and,

probably,
became acquainted with Penn. After his marriage

he refided at Rickmanfworth in Hertfordshire. The fame year
he wrote feveral controverfial pieces ;

and among the reft, one

againft Muggleton. In tfiis employment, about this time, he

feems to have fpent much of his leifure. In 1674, he ven-

tured to write to the king, complaining of the feverity of fome

juftices, and others, to the Quakers ;
and fome time after he

prefented to the king, and to both houfes of parliament, a book

entitled,
" The continued Cry of the opprelTed for Juftice ;

giving an account of the cruel and unjuft proceedings againft
the perfons and eftates of many of the people called Quakers."
The following year he held a public difpute near Rickmanf-

worth, with the famous Richard Baxter.

In 1677, in company with George Fox, and Robert Barclay,
he again fet fail on a religious vifit to the Continent. He tra-

velled by Rotterdam, Leyden, and Haerlem, to Amfterdam,
at which place hearing of a perfecution of the Quakers at

Dantzick, he wrote to the king of Poland, an expoftulatory
letter on their behalf. He then, after fome further

ftay
at

Amfterdam, proceeded by Ofnabrug to Herwerden, or Herfbrd,
the refidence of the princefs Elizabeth, daughter of the king
of Bohemia, and grand-daughter of James I.

It may not be amifs to mention, that the manner in which
the minifters of the people called Quakers travel in the bufinefs

of
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6f their miniflry, is (imply this: Having a view of the country
in which they believe themfelves divinely required to minifter,

th'.-y proceed from place to place, according as their minds feel

difpoled, by the touches of the fame influence which they con-
ceived to have drawn them from their habitations. Their em-

ployment is vifiling the meetings, and often the families of their

friends
;
and fometimcs appointing more public meetings for

the information of perfons of other focieties, whom alfo they
vifit, as their duty or inclination leads them. This feeins to

have been the cafe with Penn and his companions, whofe prin-

cipal bufinefs at Herford, was in vifiting the princefs and her

family. She received them with great readinefs, and they re-

mained four days at her town, in which time they had many
religious opportunities, both for worlhip and conference, with

her, and in her houfe, one of which was open to the inha-

bitants of the town. On leaving Herford he took a circuit in

Germany, by CaiTel, Frankfort, Chrimeim, Manheim, Mentz,
Cologne (called by himfelf Cullen), Mulheim, Wefel, Cleve,
and Nitneguen ; and returned to Amfterdam in lefs than a
month after he had left it. After flaying about three days, he again
left it, and went by Horn, Worcuin, Harlingen, Leenwarden,

JLippenhus, Groningen, Embden, and Bremen, to his hofpitable
friend the princefs Elizabeth at Herford ; whence, after another

ftay of about four days, a fecond circuit by Wefel, Dufleldorp,

Cologne, &c. brought him to Amiterdamj and from Holland
he returned home by Harwich and London, to his wife and

family at Werminghurft in Sullex. He concludes the narrative

of his journey in thefe words: "
I had that evening (viz. of his

return) a fweet meeting among them, in which God's blefled

poxver made us truly glad together : and I can fay, truly BlefTed

are they who can chearfully give up to ferve the Lord. Great
fhall be the increafe arid growth of their treafure, which fhall

never end. To Him that was, and is, and is to come; the

eternal, holy, blelled, righteous, powerful, and faithful One;
be glory, honour, and praife, dominion, and a kingdom, for

ever and ever, Amen." Many remarkable circumflances occur

in his account of the journey, particularly the religious fenfi-

bility, and contrition of mind evinced by the princefs, and by
her friend and companion, Anna Maria countefs of Homes.
But we mud refer to Penn's own account, which is in

his works, and alfo feparately extant. At the time of his

return, and before his entering on this journey, his refidence

was at Wenninghurlt in Suiiex, an eftate, probably, of his

wife's.

About the time of his return from the continent, his friends

the Quakers, among other methods ufed at that time to harafs

them, were vexed by laws which had been made againft Papifts,

VOL. XII. K and
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and penalties of twenty pounds a month, or two thirds of

their eftates (Stat. 23d and 291!) Elizabeth). Mr. Penn, on this

occafion, prefentcd (as it is faid) a petition of the Quakers to

each houfe of parliament, and was twice allowed to fpeak on
their behalf, in a committee, probably of the commons, for a

hill for the relief of the Quakers foon after palled that houfe;
but before it had palled the other houfe, it was fet alide by a

fudden prorogation of parliament.
In 1 68 1, king Charles, in confideration of the fervices of

his father, the admiral, and of a debt due to him from the

crown at his death, granted to W. Penn a province in North

America, lying on the well fide of the Delaware 7 called the New
Netherlands; but, on this occafion, denominated by the king,
in refpccl to the granted, Pennfylvania. Penn foon after pub-
lifhed an account of the province, with the king's patent, de-

'

fcribing the country, and its produce, and propofing eafy terms
' of fettlement to fuch as might be inclined to go thither. He
alfo fcnt a letter to the native Indians, informing them of his

defire to hold his pofleflion, not only by the king's grant, but
' with their con fent and love, acknowledging the injuftice which
had been done them by Europeans, and alluring them of his

peaceable intentions. He then drew up, in twenty-four articles,
" The Fundamental Conftitution of Pennfylvania;" and the fol-

loxving year, he published the <c Frame of Government of

Pennfylvania." A law of this code may be worth tran fcribing,
ns it held out a greater degree of religious liberty than had at that

time appeared in the Chriithn world. " All pcrfons living in

this Province, who cor.fofs and acknowledge the One, Almighty,
and Eternal God, to be the Creator, Upholder, and Ruler of

. the world, and that hold themfelves obliged in confcience to live

peaceably and juftly in civil fociety, {hall in no wife be molefted

or prejudiced for their n'!:g:ous pcrfunfion, or practice in matters cf

faith and worjhip ; nor Ihall they be compelled at any time to fre-

quent or maintain any religious worfhip, place, or miniftry
whatfoevcr." It is too true, that many perfecutcd perfons
have complained of pcrfecution, merely becaufe they believed

their own religion to be right ; Penn appears to have hated

it, for its own inherent injuftice, and moral turpitude. Many
iingle perfons, and fome families, went to the new province.

They foon began to clear and improve their lands, and to

build a city, which Penn, keeping in view the principle of

'brotherly love, which is the itrength of civil fociety, named
.

Philadelphia. Commiffioners were alfo appointed to treat with
the Indians ; and in 1682, he vifited his newly-acquired terri-

'tory. At this time he pafled about two years in the province,

adjufting its interior concerns, and eftablHhing a friendly cor-

refpondence with his neighbours. Envy, it would feern, fol-

lowed
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lowed him even into the vvildernefs, for we find him this year

vindicating himfelf, in a fpirited letter, from the accufation of

ambition and the deiire of wealth. He attributes all his acqni-
iitions to the bounty of Providence, and in conclufion has, among
others, thcfe remarkable words: " If friends here keep to God,
and in thejuftice, mercy, equity, and fear of the Lord, their

enemies will be their footftool; if not, their heirs, and my
heirs too, will lofe all." The following year, 1683, he gave
a more full defcription of Penniylvania, in " a letter addrefTed

to the Committee of the Free Society of Traders to that Pro-

vince, refiding in London." Three things in this letter are

particularly worthy of notice. He mentions, that two general
aiTemblies had been held, and with fuch concord and difpatch,
thaf they fat but three weeks, and at leaft feventy laws were

palled, \\ iihout one diilent in any material point. He alfo informs

the traders, that the afiembly had prefented him with an impoft
on certain goods imported and exported; which impoir, after

his acknowledgments of their affe&ion, he had freely remitted.

A rare inflance! He alfo fays, after mentioning the eirablifh-

inent of courts of jultice, that to prevent law-fuits, three peace-
makers had been chofen By every county-court, in the nature of
common arbitrators. Before he left the province, he addreflTed

an cpiflle of caution to his friends of the fame religious perfua-
fion fettled in it, reminding them of the confpicuous (lation in

which they were then placed ; being tranfplanted from oppref-

fion, not only to liberty, but to power; and befeeching them to

improve the opportunity which God had now put into their hands.

1 .-us the civil and religious welfare of his colonifts feemed ob-

jccls near to his heart
;
and having been a promoter and witnefs

of their profperity, he returned to his wife and family in England
in 1684.

Not many months after the return of Penn from his colony,
Charles II. died, and the refpecl which James II. bore to the

late admiral, who had recommended his fun to hiscarej together
with that monarch's perfonal acquaintance with Penn himfelf,

procured for him a free accefs at court. He therefore made ufe

of the opportunity, thus afforded him, of foliciting relief for

liis perfL-cuted friends, the Quakers, fifteen hundred of whom
remained prifoners at the deceafe of Charles II. It may not be

ami Is to obferve, that, the inclination of the king to Popery

being generally known, the fears of Proteftants were alarmed

on his acceflion; and had Penn been inclined to avail himfelf of

fo critical a juncture, by fomenting thofe fears, he might have

quickly peopled his province, and replenished his purfe. Penn,

however, appears not himfelf to have pofTcfTed
thofe fears; and

that he did not avail himfelf of the general panic is both true,

and honourable to him. He had long been intimate with the

king, and had given credit to the protections which James had

K 2 repeatedly
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repeatedly made, of his intention to eflablifh liberty of con-

fcience. On his acceffion, Penn took lodgings at Kenfington,
and his ready and frequent reception at court, drew on him the

fufpicion of being himfelf a P.ipilt. Burnet, as was hinted

before, fo far leaned to this opinion, as to mention it in his

hiftory, and to declare that Penn was intimate with Petre the

Jefuit; and employed by James II. in Holland in the year 1686.

Burnet alfo adds the following defcription of Perm's character :

" He was a talking vain man, who had long been in the king's
favour. He had fuch an opinion of his own faculty of per-

fuading, that he thought none could (land before it, though he

was fingular in that opinion ;
for he had a tedious lufcious way,

that was not apt to overcome a man's reafon, though it might
tire his patience." Burnet, therefore, was evidently no friend

to Penn. Let us next attend to Tillotfon, between whom and
Penn there patted fome letters on the fame fufpicion. Tillotfon

had heard it, and had repeated the furmife in fome way which

brought it to the ear of Penn
;
who thereon, by letter, enquired

of him, if he had really fpread the report of his being a.Papift.
In this letter Penn has thefe words among others: " I abhor
two principles in religion, and pity them that own them: Obe-
dience upon authority, without conviction

; and, deitroying them
that differ from me for God's fake." Tillotfon in reply mentions
the ground of his fufpicion, namely, that he had heard of Penn's

correfponding with fome perfons at Rome^ and particularly with

Jefuits , but profefles his particular eftcem of Penn's parts and tem-

per: and fays not a word of his intimacy with Petre, who was
in England; which, had it fubfifted, as both were public men at

court, Tillotfon muft have known. In reply, Penn declared

that he held no correfpondence with any Jefuit, prieft, or re-

gular, in the world, of the Romifh communion, and even that

he knew not one any where; declaring himfelf to be a Chrif-

tian whofe creed was the Scripture. In conclufion, Tillotfon

declared himfelf fully fatisfied, and, as in that cafe he had pro-
mifed, he heartily begs pardon of Penn. The correfpondence

maybe feen at length in Penn's works. In this year, Ij586, he

pnblimed
" A Perfuafive to Moderation to Diilenting Chrif-

tians, &c. humbly fubmittcd to the King and his great Council ;"

foon after which came out the king's proclamation for a general

pardon; which was followed, the next year, by his fufpenfion
of the penal laws. Penn preferred an addrefs of the Quakers
on this occafion. He alfo wrote a book on occafion of the ob-

jelionsraifed aguiriit the repeal of penal laws and teft; and, the

clamour againft him continuing, he was urged to vindicate him-
felt from it, by. one of his friends, Mr. Popple, fecretary to the

Plantation-office, which he did in a long reply, which well de-

ferves the perufal of thofe who with to efttmate his chara&er; it

is
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is dated 1688. But he had now to cope with more powerful
opponents than rumour. The Revolution took place, and an
intimate of James was of courfe a fufpecled perfon. As he was

walking in Whitehall (no mean proof of confcious innocence)
he Was fummoned before the council then fitting ; and, though
nothing was proved againft him, he was bound to appear the

firft day of the following term ; but, being continued to the

next on the fame bail, he was then difcharged in open court:

nothing being laid to his charge. The beginning of the year

1690, he was again brought before the council, and accufed of

correfponding with James. They required bail of him as be-

fore
;

but he appealed to the king himfelf, who, after a long
conference, inclined to acquit him

; nevertheless, at the instance

of fome of the council, he was a fecond time held a while to

bail, but at length difcharged. Soon after this, in the fame

year, he was charged with adhering to the enemies of the king-
dom, but proof failing, he was again cleared by the court of

King's-bcnch. Being now, as he thought, at liberty, he pre-

pared to go again to Pennfylvania, and publifhed propofals for

another fettleinent there; but his voyage was prevented by an-
other accufa'ion, fupported by the oath of one William Fuller

(a man whom the parliament afterwards declared to be a cheat and

impoftor) ; whereupon a warrant was granted for arrefting him,
and he narrowly efcaped it, at his return from the burial of

George -Fox. Hitherto he had fuccefsfully defended himfelf;
but now, not choofmg to expofe his chara&er to the oaths of a

profligate man, he withdrew from public notice, till the latter

part of the year 1693 ; when, through the mediation of his

friends at court, he was once more admitted to plead his own
caufe before the king and council; and he fo evinced his inno-

cence, that he was a fourth time acquitted. He employed him-
felf in his retirements in writing. The moft generally known

production of his feclufion, bears the title of " Fruits of Soli-

tude, in Rtfle&ionsand Maxims relating to the Conduct of human
Life." To thofe who wiih to be informed refpecting the people
called Quakers, his "

Key, &c. to difcern the Difference be-

tween the Religion profefled by the People called Quakers, and

the Perverfions, c. of their Adverfaries, &c." It is well fuited

for the ends defigned, and has gone through twelve editions at

leaft. Not long after his reftoration to fociety, he lofl his wife,

which arFeded him fo much, that he laid all his other troubles

were nothing in comparifon of this; and he publifhed a fhort

account of her character, dying expreflions, and pious end.

The following year, he appeared as the eulogift ot George Fox,
in a long preface to Fox's Journal, then publifhed:

The preface,

giving a fummary account of the people whom Fox had been fo

much the means of uniting, has been feveral times printed
K 3 feparately,
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feparately, under the title of,
" A brief Account of the Rife and

Progrefs of the People called Quakers." It has puffed through
many editions in Englifh, two in French, and has been tranflated

into German by A. F. Wenderborn. The fame year he travelled

as a nrnifter in fome of the Western counties; and in the next,
we find him the public advocate of the Quakers to parliament,
before whom a bill was then depending for their eafe in the cafe

of oaths. In the early part of 1696, he married a fecond wife,

and foon after loft his eldeft fon, Springett Penn, who appears,
from the character given to him by his father, to have been a

hopeful and pious young man, juft coining of age. The fame

year he added one more to his fhort tracts defcriptive of Qua-
kerifm, under the title of " Primitive Chriftianity revived," &
and now began his paper controverfy with the noted George
Keith, who from a champion of Quakerifm, and the in i mate
of Barclay, had become one of its violent opponents. Keith's

fever-it tracl: accnfes Penn and his brethren of Df-ifm. In 1697,
a bill depending in parliament :>gainft blafphemy, he preferred
to the Houfe of Peers,

" A Caution reqtiifite in the Confidcr-

ation of that Bill ;" wherein he advifed that the term might be

fp defined, as to prevent malicious proftcutions under that pre-
tence. But the bill was dropt. In 1698, he travelled as a

preacher in Ireland, and the following winter refided at Briftol.

In 1699, he again failed for his province, with his wife and family,

intending to make it his future refidence ; but, during his ab-

fence, an attempt was made to undermine proprietory govern-
ments, under colour of advancing the king's prerogative. A
bill fur the purpofe was brought into parliament, but the mea-
fure was poftponed until his return, at the interceflion of his

friends; who alfo gave him early information of thehofrile pre-

parations, and he arrived in England the latter part of 1701.
After his arrival, the meafure was laid afide, and Penn once moi?
became welcome at court, by the death of king William, and the

confcquent accellion of queen Anne. On this occafion, he reiided

once more at Kenfington, and afterwards at Knightfbrjdge, till,

in the year 1706, he removed to a convenient houfe about a mile

from Brentford. Next year he was involved in a law-fuit with

the executors of a perfon who had been his fteward ; and, though
many thought him aggrieved, his caufe was attended wi;h Inch

circumftances, as prevented his obtaining relief, and he was
driven to change his abode to the rules of the Fleet, until the

bufinefs was accommodated; which did not happen until the

enfuing year. It was probably at this time, that he railed 6,6ool.

by the mortgage of his province [N].

[N] We do not know that this can be proved, but take it from the preceding
tJition of this work.

Now,
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Now, after a life of almoft conftant activity and employment,
he found, at the age of fixty-five, that the infirmities of age

began to vifit him, and to leflen his abilities for travelling, in the,

work of his miniftry, with his wonted alacrity; yet, in the year

1709, he travelled, as his health would permit, into the Welt of

England, and alfo into fome counties nearer his rcfidence in the

metropolis. But at length, in 1710, finding the air near the

city not to agree with his declining conftitution, he took a hand-

fome feat at Rufhcomb, near Twyford, in Berk fh ire, at which
he continued to refide to rhe time of his deceafe.

In 1712, he had, at diftant times, three fits, thought to be of

the apoplectic kind. The la(l of thefe impaired his understand--

ing and memory, fo much as to render him unfit for public
action afterwards. His friend, Thomas Story, an eminent

Quaker, who had been the firft recorder of the corporation of.

Philadelphia, made him annual vifits after this time, to^his
death. In 1713 and 1714, he found him chcarful, and able to

relate part tranfadtiuns, but deficient in utterance, and recollec-

tion of the names ot abfent perfons. In 1715, his memory
feemcd further decayed ;

but both this, and the former year,

Story relates, that he continued to utter in the Quakers-meeting
at Reading, fhort, but found and fenfiblc expreflions. This

year he alfo tried, but without benefit, the effect: of the waters

at Bath. In 1716, he feemed glad to fee his friend, and at

parting with him and another, he faid,
" My love is with you.

The Lord preferve you, and remember me in the everlaiting
covenant." In 1717, he fcarce knew his old acquaintance, or

could walk witheu f

leading. His deceafe was on the 3oth of

July, 171^, and his interment the 5th of the next month, at

Jordan, near Beaconsfield, Buckinghamfhire. Without attempt-

ing to draw up a regular character of William Pcnn, it mutt

be evident from his work?, that he was a man of abilities ; and,

from his conduct through life, that he was a man of the pureft

confcience. This, without acceding to his opinions in religion,
we are perfectly willing to allow and to declare.

PENNI (GiovANiN FRAN~CESCC>I, firnamed II Fattore,

given him on account of his good management of Raphaels

expences, when he lived with him; which was to the time of

his death, Julio Romano being his fellow-clifciple. He was very
fkilful, especially in designing. He has compofed a great many
pictures from Raphael's thoughts, which pafs for that mailer's

own; particularly in the palace of Ci.igi, as may be obfervcd

by examining them with a'.teniion. He had a particular incli-

nation and genius for landfcapes; which .he painted very fkil-

fully, and enriched with fine pieces of architecture. After Ra-

phael's death, he alTociated with Julio Romano, and Pierino del

Vago. Thefe three finiflied what Raphael left imperfect; as

K 4
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well the hiftory of "
Conftantine," as other works in the palace

of Belvidere. But this triumvirate feparated, on occafton of

a copy that the pope chofe to have made of the picture of the

transfiguration, which was defigned for the court of France.

Upon this feparation, Penni went to Naples, intending to work
for the marquis del Vafto; but,, his conflitution being very
delicate and tender, he did not live long enough to paint much
there. He died in his fortieth year, in 1528. He had a brother

called Luca Penni, who worked a while with Fieri no del Vago
his brother-in-law, at Genoa, ancl other places of Jtaly. He
went thence into England, where he painted teveral pictures for

Henry VIII. and for fome merchants. He was alfo employed

by Francis I. at Fontainbleau, and at la ft applied himfelf to

engraving.
PENRY (JOHN), or AP HENRY, commonly known by his

aflumed name of Martin Mar-prelate, or Mtir-priejr. He was
born in Wales, and ftudied firlt at Cambridge, and after-wards at

Oxford, in which latter univerfity he took the degree of Mafler

of Arts, and was ordained a prieit. Afterwards, meeting with

fome diflatisfaftion, as it is laid, and being very warm in his

temper, he changed his religion, and became an Anabaptifl, or

rather a Brownift. He was henceforward a virulent enemy to the

church of England, and the hierarchy of that communion, as

appears fufficiently by his virulent libels, in which he has (hewn
his fpleen to a great degree. At length, after he had concealed

himfelf for fome years, he was apprehended at Stepney, and
tried at the King's-Bench, before fir John Popham, chief-juftice,

and the reft of the judges, where he was indicted and condemned
for felony, for papers found in his pocket, purporting to be a

petition to the queen ;
and was executed, according to Fuller, at

St. Thomas Waterings, in 1593. It appears, that fome violence

was put upon the laws, even as they then flood, to form a capital
accufation againfl him. For his libels he could not be accufed,
the legal time for fuch an accufation having elapfed before he was
taken: the papers upon which he was convicted, contained only
an implied denial of the queen's abfolute authority to make, enadt,

decree, and ordain laws; and implied, merely by avoiding to

life thofe terms, according to the very words of the lord-keeper

Puckering. His execution was therefore in a high degree unjnft.
His chief publications are, I.

" Martin Mar-prelate," the traft

that gave fo much offence. 2. " Thefes Martinianae," 8vo.

3.
" A view of publickc Wants and Diforders in the fervice of

God, in a Petition to the high court of Parliament, 1588," Svo.

4.
" An Exhortation to the Governors and People of Wales, to

labour earneftly to have the preaching of the Gofpel planted

among them," 1588, Svo. 5.
" Reformation no Enemy to her

Majefty and the State," 1590, 410. 6. " Sir Simon Synod's
Hue



P E P U S C H. i37

Hue and Cry for the Apprehenfion of young Martin Mar-prieft,
with Martin's Echo," 4to. Moft of thefe, and fome others,
were full of low fcurrility and petulant fatire. Several tracts

equally fcurrilous, were publifhed againft him
; as,

"
Pappe

with a Hatchet, or a Country Cuflfe for the Idiot Martin to hold
his Peace ;"

" A Whip for an Ape, or Martin difplaied;" and
others of the fame kind.

PEPUSCH (JOHN CHRISTOPHER), one of the greateft
theoretic muficians of modern times [o], as we are told, was born
at Berlin about 1667 ;

and became fo early a proficient on the

harpikhord, that at the age of fourteen he was lent for to court,
and appointed to teach the prince, father of the late king of
Pruffia. About 1700, he came over to England, and was re-

tained as a performer at Drury-lane: it is fuppofed that he
afliited in compofing the operas which were performed there.

While he was thus employed, he forbore not to profecute his

private ftudies
;
and thefe led him to enquire into the mufic of

the ancients, and the perufal of the Greek authors upon that

fubject. The abilities of Pepufch as a practical compofer were
jiot likely to become a fource of wealth to him: his mufic was

correct, but it wanted variety of modulation. Befides, Handel
had got poffeflion of the public ear, in the opinion of whofe

fuperior merit he readily acquiefced; and chofe a track for him-

ifelf, in which he was almoft fure to meet with no obftruction.

He became a teacher of mufic, not the practice of any particular

inftrument, but mufic
v
in the abfolute fenfe of the word, that

is to fay, the principles of harmony and the fcience of practical

compofition ;
and this, not to children or novices, but in very

many instances to profeflbrs of mufic themfelves.

In 1713, he .was admitted to the degree of Doctor in Mufic

at Oxford, and continued to profecute his ftudies with great

affiduity. In 1724, he accepted an offer from Dr. Berkeley to

accompany him to the Bermudas, and to fettle as profeflbr of

mufic in his intended college there
; but, the (hip in which they

failed being wrecked, he returned to London, and married

Francefca Margarita de 1'Epine. This perfon was a native of

Tufcany, and a celebrated finger, who p rformed in fome of the

firft of the Italian operas that were rrprefented in England.
She came hither with one Greber, a German, and from this

connection became diftinguifhed by the invidious appellation of

Greber's Peg. Afterwards uV commenced a new connection

with Daniel earl of Nottingham, who had defended the orthodox

notion of the Trinity againlt the here,!-.- Whii'tc>n; and to this

connection Rowe, in imitation of Horace's,
" Ne fit ancillae

tibi amor pudori," thus alludes:

[o] Hawkins's Hift. of Mufic, v. 194.

Did
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Did not bafe Grebcr's Peg inflame

The fober earl of Nottingham,
Of fober fire defccnclecl ?

That, carelefs of his foul and fame,

To play-hoi; fes he nightly came,
Aud left church undefended.

She continued to fing on the ftage, till about 1718; when

having, at a modell computation, acquired above ten thoufand

guineas, (he retired from the theatre, and afterwards married

Dr. Pepufch. She was remarkably tall, and remarkably

fwarthy ; and, in general, fo deftitute of perfonal charms, that

Pepufch feldom called her by any other name than Hecate, to

which (he is faid to have anfwered very readily.

The change in Pepufch's circumftances by Margarita's for-

tune was no interruption to his (Indies: he loved mufic, and

he purfued the knowledge of, it with ardour. At the inftancc

of Gay and Rich, he undertook to compofe, or rather to

correct, the mufic for " The Beggar's Opera." His reputation
was now at a great height. He had perufed with great
attention thofe feveral ancient treatifes on Harmonics, pub-
lifhed by Meibomius, and that of Ptolemy by Dr. Wallis;
and the difficulties, which occurred to him on the perufal,
were in a great meafure removed by his friend De Moivre, the

mathematician, who ailifted him in making calculations for

demonftrating thofe principles on which the harmonic fcience

is founded. In confequence of thefe ftudies, he was efleemcd,
in matters of theory, one of the beft muficians of his time. In

1737, he was chofen organift of the Charter-houte, and retired,

with his wife, to that venerable rnanfion. The wife died in

1740, before which he loft a fon, his only child
;
fo that he had no

fource of delight left, but the profecution of his ftudies, and
the teaching of a few favourite pupils, who attended him at his

apartments. Here he drew up that account of the ancient

genera, which was read before the Royal Society, and is'pub-
lifhed in the "

Philofophical Tranfaftions for Ocl. Nov. and
Dec. 1746;'' and, foon after the publication of that account,
he was chofen a Fellow of the Royal Society.

He died the 2oth of July, 1752, aged eighty-five ; and was
buried in the chapel of the Charter-houfe, where a tablet with
an infcription is placed over him.
PKRAU (GABRIEL Louis CALABRE), a French author,

whofc character was not lefs eftcemed for its candour and mo-

defty, than his writings for their neatnefs of ftyle, and exacl-

nefs of refearch. He is moft known for his continuation of
the " Lives of iiluftriousMen of France," begun by d'Auvigne,
but carried on by him, from the thirteenth volume to the twenty-
third. He alfo wrote notes and prefaces to feveral works.

His
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His edition of the works of BofTuet was the beft, till they
\vere publifhed by the Benedictines of St. Maur; and he was
author of an efteemed life of Jerome Bignon, in I2mo, 1757.
He died in March, 1767, at the age of iixty-feven.
PEREFIXE (HARbouiN DE BEAUMONT DE), a French

writer, is memorable for having left a very excellent " Hif-
toire du Roi Henry IV." of France: written indeed more like
an abridgement than a hiftory at large ; but full of wifdom in

what relates to the inftitution of a prince, and full of truth as
to matters of fact. He was maitre d'Hotcl to cardinal Riche-

lieu, under whom he was trained; became a doctor of the
Sorbonnc

;
was afterwards appointed preceptor to Louis X J V.

and made archbifliop of Paris in 1664. The Jefuits are frp-
pofed to have governed him, and to have put him upon mea-
fures, which offended the Janfenifis, and made him obnoxious
to obloquy and mifreprefentation: but he was certainly a very
excellent as well as a very amiable man. He died in 1670.
He had been admitted into the French academy in 1654..
PEREZ (ANTONY ', a Spanifh lawyer, much famed in his

day for fcveral elaborate works on the civil and public Law,
Comments on the Digelts, and other works of that kind. He
was born at A 1 faro, a (mall village in upper Navarre, and died
at Louvain in 1672, at the age of eighty-nine. He mult not
be confounded with ANTONY PEREZ, a famous Jefuit of

Salamanca, nor with another of the fame name, who was phy-
fician and furgeon to Philip II. who wrote a trcatife on the

plague ; nor yet with a Portuguefe furgeon who wiote in his

own language, on the fubjecls of his proieflion, in the feven-

tecnth century.
PERGOLESI (GIOVANNI BATTISTA), one of the moil

excellent of the Italian compofers, was born at Cafbria in the

kingdom of Naples, in 1704; and was educated at Naples
under Gaetano Greco, a very famous mufician of that time.

The prince of San-Agiiano, or Stigliano [P], becoming ac-

quainted with the talents of young Pergoleii, took him under

his protection, and, from 1730 to 1734* procured him em-

ployment in the new theatre at Naples, where his operas had

prodigious fuccefs. He then vifited Rome, for which place his

Olympiade was compofcd, and there performed; but, by fome

unaccountable fatality, was by no means applauded as it de-

ferved; after which he returned to Naples, and falling into a

confumptive diforder, died at the premature age of thiriy-three.

It is not true, as fome authors have aiferted, that he was poi-

foned by fome of his rivals. From the ftyle
of his composition,

the Italians have called him the Domenichino of mufic. Eafe,

[P] Eurney's Hift. vol. iv. p. 55Z.

united
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united with deep knowledge of harmony, and great richncfs of

melody, forms the characterise of his mufic. It expretfes

the paifions with the very voice of nature, and fpcaks to the

foul by the natural force of its effects. It has been thought by
fome, of too melancholy a caft, which might arife, perhaps,
from the deprelTion produced by infirmity of constitution.

His principal works are, i. The " Stabat Mater,
;!

ufually
confidered as his molt perfect work, and much better known
than any other, in this country. 2. Another famous mafs,

beginning,
*' Dixit et laudate," firft heard with rapture at

iNaples, foon atter his return from Rome. 3. The mafs called,
" Salve Regina," the bit of his productions, compofed at

Torre del Greco, a very fhort time beiore his death, but as much
admired as any of his compofitions. 4. His opera of " Olym-
piade," fet to the words of Metaftafio. 5.

" La ferva Pa-

drona," a comic opera. 6. His famous cantata of " Orfeo e

Euridice." The greater part of his other compofitions were
formed for pieces written in the Neapolitan dialet, and unin-

telligible to the reft of Italy. Pergolefi's firft and principal
instrument was the violin. The following opinions refpecling
the Ityle of Pergolefi, are copied from the works of a molt

competent judge [oj." He had, perhaps, more energy of genius, and a finer taff^

than any of his predeceflbrs ;
for though no labour appears in

his productions, even for the church, where the parts are thin,
and frequently in unifon, yet greater and more beautiful effects

are often produced in the performance than are promifed in the

fcore." " The church-mafic of Pergolefi has been cenfured

by his countryman, Padre Martini, as well as by fome EngHfh
mufical critics, for too much levity of movement, and a dra-

matic caft, even in fome of his flow airs; while, on the con-

trary, Eximeno fays, that he never heard, and perhaps never

lhall hear, lacred mufic accompanied with instruments, fo

learned and fo divine, as the Stabat Mater." Dr. Burney thinks

it very doubtful whether the fonatas afcribed to this author are

genuine; but obferves, that the progrefs fmce made in inftru-

mental mufic, ought not, at all events, to diminifli the reputation
of Pergolefi,

"
which,'

1

he adds,
" was not built on productions

of that kind, but on vocal compofitions, in which the clearnefs,

fimplicity, truth, and fvveetnefs of expreffion, jullly entitle him
to fupremacy over all his predeceflprs, and contemporary rivals;
and to a niche in the temple of fame, among the great im-

provers of trK art
; as, if not the founder, the principal po-

lirtier of a
(lyle ot compolition both for the church and ftage,

which has been conftantly cultivated by his fucceilbrs; and

[Q.] Dr. Burncy's Hift. vol. iv. p. 556.

which,
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which, at the diftance of half a century, from the fhort period
in which he flourimed, ftill reigns throughout Europe." The
learned hiltorian, tor this reafon, juftly confiders the works of

Pergolefi, as. forming a great xra in modern mulic.

PERIZONIUS (JAMES), a learned German, was of a fa-

mily originally ot Teutorp, a fmall town in Weftphalia : their

name \vas Voorbrock [R] ; but being changed for Perizonius,

(a Greek word of fimilar import, implying fomething of the
nature of a girdle) by one who publilhed an "

Epithalamium,"-
with this name fubfcribed, it was ever after retained by the
learned part of the family. Anthony Perizonius was reclor of
the fchool of Dam, prole'tlbr of divinity and the Oriental lan-

guages, firft at Ham, and afterwards at Deventer; at which
lalt place he died in 1672, in his forty fixth year. He pub-
lilhed, in 1669, a learned treatiie,

" De Ratione ftudii Theo-

logici."

James, the eldeft fon of Anthony, was born at Dam, Oft.

26,. 165-1 ;
and ftudied h'rft under Cifhert Cuper at Deventer,

and was afterwards, in 1671, removed to Utrecht, where he
ati-ended the lecluies of Grzvius. His father defigned him for

divinity and the miniftry ; but, by death, left him to purfue his

natural inclination and tafle, which lay towards polite learning,

hiftory, and antiquity. With this view, he went, in 1674, to

Leyden, where he continued his ftudies under Theodore Ryckius,

profeflbr of hiltory and eloquence in that city. He became
afterwards reclor of the Latin fchool at Delft ; and was in that

iiruation, when, in 1681, he accepted the profeifarfhip of hif-

tory and eloquence, which was offered him by the univerfity of

Franeker. His great reputation made this univerfity rlourinV

on. which account his itipend was augmented by the addition. ot

an hundred crowns. Ryckius dying in 1690, Perizonius was
offered the vacant profeiforfhip ;'but the curators of Franeker

engaged him to continue with them, by adding another hun-

dred crowns to his ftipend. He left them, however, in 1693,
and went to Leyden, to hll the place of profeflbr of hiitory,

eloquence, and the Greek language ;
and in this employment

continued till his death. He \vas a man of incredible dili-

gence, as well as exatlnefs; for, though he wrote much, yet

he never committed any thing to the prefs, without havir.g re-

viled and examined it. Exceilive application to lludy mortr

ened his life; for. being of a delicate constitution, and taking

no care to itrengthen it by exercife, a (low fever at length crept

upon him, and never quitted him, till it had put an end to

him. He died, April 6, 1717, and left a will that favoured a

Tittle of that whim and peculiarity which fouietim-s infecls the

fx] Niceron, tome i.

learned.
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learned in their retirements. He ordered, that as foon as he^

ihould expire, his body ihould be dreiFed in his clothes, then

fet up in a chair, and that a beard fhould be made for him.

Some fay this was done, that a painter might finifli his picture,

already begun, in order to be placed over the manufcripts and

books which he left to the library of the univcrfity: but what-

ever was the motive, the thing was ridiculous and unworthy
of his character. He was a man of a good mien, well made,
of a grave and ferious'air, but far from any thing of pedantry
and affectation: and fo modeft, that he never fpake of himfclf

and his writings, except when he was afked about them. He
had a great judgement, a good memory, and profound erudition.

He would never marry, becaufe he was dcfirous that his ftudies

Ihould not be interrupted.
He publifhed a great many works in Latin, relating to hif-

tory, antiquities, and claffical literature; the principal of which
are thefe : I.

" M. T. Ciceronis eruditio:". an inaugural ora-

tion, at his being inftalled profeilbr of Franckcr in 1681. 2.
" Animadveriiones Hiftoricas, 1685," 8vo. 1 his work is cm-

ployed in correcting the miilakes of hiilorians and critics, and
ihevvs great exadlncfs and learning. 3.

"
Q. Curtius in in-

tegrum reftitutus, et vin<'' b immodica atque acerba

nimiscriii viri ciarirfimi Joannis Clerici, 1703," 8vo. To this

Le Clerc replied, in the- third volume of his "
Bibjiotheque

Choife'e." 4.
" Rerum per Europam Arculo ft-xto-decinio

maxime geflarum Commentarii Htflorici, 1710," 8vo. 5.
*'

Origincs yEgyptiacx et Babylonicse, 1711," 2 vols. I2mo.
This work is levelled againfi: the "

Chronological Sy Reins'
1

of

Ui'hor, Capellus, Pezron, but efpecially of fir John Aiarfl:

Perizonius wrote alfo feveral dillertations upon particular points
of antiquity, which would have done no fm:i!l credit to the

collections of Gracviiis and Gronovius. He pubiiflied an edi-

tion of " Elian's Various Hiitory'' corrected trom the manu-

fcripts, and illustrated with notes, in 1701, 8vo. James Gro-
novius having attacked a puilage in his nolc;-, a controvcrfy
enfued, which degenerated at length into ILK' 1 abufe,
that the curators of th.e univeriity of Lvyilen thought proper to

interpofe, and put a (top to it by their authority. He wrote
alfo

large notes upon
" Sandii Minerva, five de caufis lingua;

Commentarius:" the bt-ft edition of which is that of 1714, 8vo.
PERRAULT (CLAUDE), an eminent French author, was

the fon of an advocate of parliament, and born at Paris in

1613 [s]. He was bred a phyfician, but practifed only among
his relations, his friends, and the poor. He difcovered early a

particular taflc for the fcicnces and fine arts; of which he ac-

[s] Niceron, tome xxxi't.

quired
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quired a very confummate knowledge, without the afliftance

of a mailer. He was fkilled in architecture, painting, fculp-
ture, mathematics, phyfics, and all thofe arts which relate to

defigning and mechanics. He excelled efpecially in the firit of
thefe, and was one of the greateft architects France ever pro-
duced. Louis XIV. had a great and noble tafte for architec-

ture, and fent for Bernini from Rome, and other architects
;

but Perrault was preferred to them all. The entrance into the

Louvre, which was defigned by him,
"

is," fays Voltaire [rj," one of the mo ft auguft monuments of architecture in the

world. We fometijnes," adds he,
"
go a great way in fearch,

of what we have at home. There is not one of the palaces at

Rome, whofe entrance is comparable to this of the Louvre;
for which we are obliged to Perrault, whom Boileau has at-

tempt cl to turn into ridicule." Thefe two great men had a

terrible quarrel for a Ions; time
;
and the refentment of Boileau

carried him fo far, as to induce him to deny that Perrault was
the real author of thofe great defigns in architecture, that parted
for his. Perrault had laid fomething againft Boileau's Satires,
as if certain palTages in them reflected upon the king: he alfo

joined with his brother Charles in fupportingthe moderns, while
Boileau was general for the ancients: and both thefe things

together drew the poetical vengeance of Boileau upon him.

They were, however, reconciled at length; and Boileuu ac-

knowledged Perrault to be a man of great merit, and very
learned in matters relating to phyfics and the fine arts.

Monf. Colbert, who loved architecture, and was roaJy to

fupply all means for bringing it to perfection, put him upon

tranilating Vitruvius int.' French, ami illufcrating it with

notes; which he c: !, and publifhed it in 1673, folio, with

figures. Perrault was fupp.j!;d to have fucceeded in this work

beyond till that went bek-re him, who were either architects

without learning, or learned men without any (kill in archi-

tecture. Perrault was both an architect and a learned man,
and had a great knowledge of all thofe things relating to archi-

toclure of which Vitnivius fpeaks, as painting, Sculpture,

mechanics, &c. He had fo extraordinary a genius tor mecha-

nics, that he invented the machines, by which thofe itones of

fifty-two feet in length, of which the front of the Louvre is

formed, were raifed. He had a fine hand at designing and

drawing models ;
and the connoiffeurs have obferved, that the

originafs done by himfelf, from whence the figures for his

Vitruvius were taken, were more exact and finiihed than the

copper-plates themfelves, although thefe are exceedingly beau-

[T] Slc'.lede Louis XIV, chip, xxvii.

1 tiful.
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tiful. A fecond edition of his "

Vitruvius, revifed, corrected^

and augmented," was printed at Paris, 1^84, in folio.

When the Academy of Sciences was eftablifhed, he was
chofen one of its firft members, and was chiefly depended upon
in what related to mechanics and natural philofophy. He gave

proofs of his great knowledge in thefe, by the publication of

feveral works: among which were,
" Memoires pour fervir a.

I'hiftoire naturelle des animaux," printed in 1676, folio, with

figures;
" Eflais de Phifique," in four volumes I2mo, the

three firft of which came out in 1680, and the fourth in 1688 ;

" Recueil de plufieurs machines de nouvdle invention, 1700,"

4to, &c. He died, Ocl. 9, 1688, aged 75. Although he had

never praclifed phyfic in any public way, yet the faculty of

Paris, of which he was a member, had fuch an opinion of his

{kill, and fo much efteem for the man, that after his death they
defired his picture of his heirs, and placed it in their public
fchools with that of Fernelius, Riolanus, and others, who had

done honour to their profeffion.
PERRAULT (CHARLES), the brother of Claude, was born

at Paris in 1626, and difcovered early a greater genius for letters

than his brother ; and as great a one for the fciences and fine-

arts, which he cultivated under his directions. The miniiter

Colbert [u] chofe him for his firft clerk of the buildings, of which
himfelf was fuperintendant ; and afterwards made him comp-
troller-general of the finances under him. Perrault employed
his whole intereft and credit with him, to make arts and fciences

flouriih : he cliiiinguilhed and recommended thofe who excelled

in each; and it was owing to him, that the academies of paint-

ing, fculpture, and architecture, were formed. He was one of

the firft members of the academy of the belles lettres and infcrip-

tions, and was received into the French academy in 1671. He
was very ufeful to the men of letters who frequented his levee,

and fhewed him great refpe6l as long as his proteclor lived ; but,

upon the death of Colbert in 1683, and when the effects of

envy took place, he was ftrangely neglected by them. He fpcnt
the next twenty years in retirement, and devoted himfelf wholly
to reading and writing books. He publilhed various works,

upon different fubje&s, in verfe and profe. He had an agree-
able manner of writing in profe, though fomewhat negligent ;

and his poetry is not deftitute of invention and imagination,

though it is not corredl enough to eftablifh an opinion of his

judgement. His poem, called " La Peinture," printed firft in

1668, and afterwards in the collection of his mifcellaneous

works in verfe and profe in 1675, 410, was univerfally admired
and praifed ; and even Boileau himfelf could not forbea-r doing
juflice to it.

[u] Niceron, &c. tome xxxiii.
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In 1688, he publifhed a poem, entitled,
" Le Siecle de Louis

le Grand;" The Age of Louis the Great: which was a kind of

prelude to a war with all the learned. In this he had fet the

modern authors above the ancient, an attempt which would of
courfe appear fhocking to the majority, who confidered the

ancients as fuperior in every fpecies of compofition. Boileau
was prefent at the academy, when this poem was read there in

1687, and was greatly difgufted ; yet took no further notice of

it, than anfwering it by an Epigram; as d'ul alfo Menage in

another, to which Perrault replied in a " Letter." This Per-

rault reprinted the fame year, and added to it his " Parallele des

Anciens et des Modernes," in regard to arts and fciences. A
fecond volume of the " Parallele" appeared in 1690, where the

fubje6t of their eloquence is confidered
;
a third, in 1692, to deter-

mine their poetical merit
;
and a fourth, in 1696, which treats

of their aftronomy, geography, navigation, manner of warring,

philofophy, mufic, medicine, &c. I2mo. In the third volume,
which relates to poetry, Perrault had not only equalled the

modern poets with the ancient, and particularly Boileau, but had
alfo fet up Chapelain, Quinault, Cotin, and other French poets,
whom Boileau in his Satires had treated with contempt ;

inti-

mating at the fame time, that he did not approve of Boileau's

treatment of them. Boileau, who was always a paffionate
admirer of the ancients, was hurt with a comparifon fo much
to their difadvantage, and was now refolved to do fomething
more than write epigrams in their behalf. He was more par-

ticularly determined to this by a fpeech of the prince of Conti,
who one day told Racine, that he would go to the French aca-

demy, and write upon Boileau's feat,
" Tu dors, Brutus," Thou

fleepefl, Brutus. What Boileau wrote againft Perrault, is to

be found in his <f Reflexions critiques fur Longin." They were

reconciled however in 1699 ;
and Boileau wrote him a letter

upon the occafion, which is printed in his works. Voltaire

fays [x], with regard to this famous controverfy, which was
carried on at the fame time in England, by fir William Temple
and others, that " Perrault has been reproached with having
found too many faults with the ancients, but that his great fault

was, the having criticized them injudicioufly."
After this troublefome affair was ended, Perrault applied

himfelf to draw up
" Historical Eulogiums" of feveral great

men in the iyth century, which he publHhed with their por-
traits from the collection of the celebrated Begon. The beauty
of the plates makes this work curious, as well as ufeful. He
was determined by the public voice in the choice of his heroes,

whom he confined to an hundred : but there are an hundred and

[x] Siecle <Je Louis XIV. torn. u.

VOL. XII. L two
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two in the collection
; the reafon of which was this. Arnauld

and Pafcal -were defervedly in his lift ; but the Jefuits made
interest to nave them excluded, and prevailed. Pcrrault thought
it neceHary to fubftitute two frclh ones : but the public refilled

to accept the work, unlefs Arn.iud aqd Pafcal might keep their

places ;
and hence it arofe, that inftead of a hundred lives,

which was Perrault's origins! dellgn, we find an hundred and

two. There are other works of Perrault, which are much
efteemed, as,

" Le Cabinet de Beaux Arts,"&c. or, A Collection

of Copper-plates relating to Arts anil Sciences, with Illultra-

tions in Verfe and Profe: " Faernus's Fables, tranilated into-

French Verfe, &c."
Ch. Perrault died in 1703, aged 77. Madame Dacier, in the

preface to her tranflation of " Homer's Oclylfey," has given the

following character of this author. " He was," fays ihe,
" a

man of talents, of agreeable converfation, and the author of

fome little works, which have been defervedly efteemed. He
liad alfo ail the qualities of an honert and good man ;

was pious,

fincere, virtuous, polite, modeft, ready to ferve, and pundu.il
in the difcharge of every duty. He had a coniiderabfe place
under one of the Created: minilters France ever had, who repofed
the urmoit confidence in him, which he never employed for

himfelf, but always for his friends." Such a ^haradler from

madam Dacier, mult fugged to us the higheit opinion of Perrault

as a man, when it is considered, that, as an author, fhe thought
him guilty of the greateft of all crimes, an attempt to degrade
the ancient writers, whom (he not only reverenced, but adored ;

contrary to the declaration of Perrault, who had laid, in his
" Siecle de Louis,"

" La d"oc~le antiquite fut toujours venerable,
"

Je ne la trouve pas cependant adorable."

T3efides Claude and Charles, there were two other brothers,
Peter and Nicolas, who diftinguilhed themfelves in the literary
world. Peter, the eldert of them all, was receiver-general of

the finances, and published, in 1674, a piece,
" De 1'originr ilcs

Fontaines ;" and, in 1678, a French tranllation of Taifoni's " La
Seech ia rapita." Nicolas was admitted doctor of the Sorbonne
in 1652, and <Jid in 1661

; leaving behind him a work, enti-

tled,
' La Alorale des Jefuites, extraite fidclement de leius

livres," which was printed in 1667, 4(0.
PliRRIER ^FRANCIS;, an eminent French painter, born at

Ma;on in 1590, was a goldfmithV fon ;
a debauched young

man, who, running away from h.is parents, went to Rome. As
he was on his journey thithe.r, his money fell Ihort

;
when a

blind man, who was alfo bound for Rome, perfuaded him to

iead him, offjring him a lhare of the alms he got by begging on

;
'. the
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the road. Perrier, having no other way to fubfift, ncceptcd of
his offer; and in this equipage arrived at Rome, M^re he was

again very much embarralled to find out means to maintain

himfclf, his blind beggar's affiftance either
failing, or not being

fufficient to fupport him. He was reduced to terrible ftraits at

his rirft arrival ; but, that neceffity prompting him to recur to his

genius for the pencil, the facility of this in a little time put him
in a way to get his bread. He acquired an eafy and agreeable
manner of deiigning: his tafte was fo good, that feveral younf
men addreffed themfelves to him to mend their defigns ;

and his

own were bought up by fome foreigners, who fent them to their

friends, in order to engage them to fupply them with money.
In the mean time Perrier became acquainted with Lanfranco,

whofe manner he endeavoured to follow, and at laft was able to

manage his pencil -with the fame eafe as he did his crayons.

Finding that he could difpatch a great deal of bufinefs, he
refolved to return to France

;
and flopping at Lyons, he painted

the Carthufians cloyfter there. From Lyons he proceeded to

Paris ; and having worked fome time for Vouet, who engroiled
all the grand performances, he took a fecond journey to Italy,
where he ftayed ten years, and returned to Paris in 1645. About
this time he painted the gallery of the Hotel de la Villiere, and
drew feveral eafel-pieces for private perfons. He died profedbr
of the academy, in 1655. He etched feveral things with a great
deal of fpirit, and among others, the fined bafTo-relievos that are

in Rome, a hundred of the moft celebrated antiquities, and
fome of Raphael's works. He alfo engraved, in the cbiaro obfcurs,
fome antiquities, after a manner, of which, it was faid, he was
the firft inventor

;
but Parmegiano ufed it a long time before

him. It confiits of two copper-plates, whofe impreffion is

made on paper faintly (tained : the one plate is engraved after

the ufual way, and that prints the black ; and the other, which
is the fecret, prints the white

[yj.
PERRIER (CHARLES), a French poet, nephew of Francis,

was born at Aix in Provence. He firlt devoted himfelf to Latin

verification, in which he fucceeded greatly ;
and he boaited of

having formed the celebrated Santeuil. They quarrelled after-

wards from poetic jealoufy, and made Mennge the arbitrator of

their differences; who, however, decided in favour of Perrier,

and did not fcruple to call him " The prince of Lyric poets.''

They afterwards became reconciled, and there are in Pcrrier's

works feveral tranflations of pieces from Santeuil. Perrier after-

wards applied himfelf to French poetry, in which he was net

[Y] This invention has been much tion by Mr/ Kent, who performed it in

improved fince, and efpecially of late in any two other colour; a. .k and

England has been carried to grt-it pcrfec- white.

L 2 To
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fo fuccefsful, though he took Malherbe for his model. Th
importunity and even fury, with which this poet repeated his

verfes to aliwho came near him, made him infupportable. One
day he accompanied Boileau to church ; and, during mafs, did

nothing but talk of an "
Ode," which he had prefented to Mef-

fieurs of the French academy for the prize in 1671. He com-

plained of the injudice they did him
; and, fcarcely containing

himfelf while the hoft was elevated, fpoke loud enough to be

heard, that " they faid his verfes were too Malherbian." He
obtained the academy-prize [z], however, two years together,

namely, in 1681, and 1682. C. Perrier died in 1692. He was,

upon the whole, a good kind of man ; but, like the generality of
fecond-rate poets, very affe&ed, conceited, and felf-fufficient.

There are many anecdotes of him in the "
Menagiana," which

(hew this: from one we learn, that he was very angry with

Bouhours, for not inferring him in the lilt of illuftrious writers,

from whom that father had feledted his " Penfees Ingenieufes."
He complained of this to Bouhours himfelf one day in the ftreet,

as Bouhours told Menage.
PERRON (JAMES DAVY DU), a cardinal, eminent for great

talents and learning, wasdefcendcd from ancient and noble fami-

lies on both fides. His parents, having been educated in the

principles of Calvin, retired to Geneva ;
and fettled afterwards

in the canton of Berne, where he was born, Nov. 25, 1556 [A],
His father, who was a man of learning, inftrudted him till he
was ten years of age, and taught him mathematics and the Latin

tongue. Young Perron feems afterwards to have built upon
this foundation by himfelf ; for, while his parents were tofled

about from place to place by civil wars and perfccutions, he

applied himfelf entirely to ftudy. He learned by himfelf the

Greek tongue and philofophy, beginning that ftudy with the

logic of Ariftotle : thence he pafled to the orators and poets ; and
afterwards applied to the Hebrew language, which he attained

fo perfectly, that he read without points, and lectured on it to

the minifters.

In the reign of Henry III. he was carried to the court, which.

was then at Blois, where the ftates were afTembled in 1576 ; and
introduced to the king, as a prodigy of parts and learning. His
controverfial talents were very great, fo that none durlt difpute

with him i although he made many challenges to thofe who
would have been glad to attack him. At the breaking up of the

ilates, he came to Paris, and mounted the chair in the habit of a

cavalier, in the grand hall of the Auguftines, where he held

public conferences upon the fciences. He fet himfelf afterwards

fz]

Boileau, Art. poet. iv. 55. Sat. ix. .251.

A] Du Pin's Biblioth. Ecclef. Auteurs. Cent. 17.
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fo read the Summa of St. Thomas Aquinas, and cultivated a
ftridl friendfhip with Philip Defportes, abbot of Tiron, who put
him into his own place of reader to Henry III. He is faid to

have loft the favour of this prince in the following manner : One
day, while the king was at dinner, he made an admirable dif-

courfe againfl Atheifts ;
with which the king was well pleafed,

and commended him much for having proved the being of a God
by arguments fo folid. But Perron, whofe fpirit of policy had
not yet got the better of his paflion for mining or mewing his

parts, replied, that " if his majefty would vouchfafe him audi-

ence, he would prove the contrary by arguments as folid;" which
fo offended the king, that he forbad him to come into his pre-
fence.

Perron recovered himfelt, however, from this fall. The
reading of St. Thomas had engaged him in the ftudy of the

fathers, and made him particularly acquainted with St. Auftin
;

fo that he devoted himfelf wholly 'to divinity, and refolved to

abjure Calvinifm. Having difcovered, or rather pretended to

difcover, many falfe quotations and weak reafonings in a " Trea-
tife upon the Church," written by Du Pleffis Mornay, he in-

ftru&ed himfelf thoroughly in controverted points, and made
his abjuration. When he was converted hi:i:felf, he laboured

mightily in the converfion of others, even before he had embraced
the ecclefiaftical function. By thefe arts, and his uncommon
abilities, he acquired great influence, and was appointed to pro-
nounce the funeral oration of Mary queen of Scots, in 1587 ; as

he had done alfo that of the poet Ronfard, in 1586. He wrote,

fome time after, by order of the 4cing,
" A comparifon of moral

and theological Virtues;" and two "
Difcourfes," one upon the

foul, the other upon felf-knowledge, which he pronouncrd before

that prince. After the murder of Henry III. he retired to the

houfe of cardinal de Bourbon, and laboured more vigoroufly
than ever in the converfion of the Reformed. He brought a

great number of them back to the church, among whom was

Henry Spondanus, afterwards bifhop of Pamiez
;

as this prelate

acknowledges, in his dedication to cardinal du Perron of his

"
Abridgement of Baronius's Annals." This converfion was

followed 'by feveral others; and the labours of Perron were

crowned by that of Henry IV. He went to wait on that

prince with cardinal de Bourbon, at the liege of Rouen
;
and fol-

lowed him at Nantes, where he held a famous clifpnte with four

minifters. The king, afterwards refolving to have a conference

about religion with the principal prelates of the kingdom, fent

for Du Perron to affift in it ; but, as he was yet only a layman,
he nominated him to the bifhopric of Evreux, that he might be

capable of fitting in it. He came with the other prelates to
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St. Denis, and was fuppofed to contribute more thon any other

perfon to the converfion ot that great prince.
After this, he was fent with M. d'OfTat to Rome, to nego-

tiate Henry's reconciliation to the holy fee ;
which at length he

effected, to the fatisfation of the king, but not of h s fubje&s ;

that part of them at lealt, who were zealous for Gallican liber-

ties, and thought the dignity of their king proiiituted upon this

occaiion. Du Perron flayed a whole year at Rome, and then

returned to France
; where, by fuch kind of fervices as have

already been mentioned, he advanced himfelf to the higheft dig-
nities. He wrote, and preached, and difputed againit the re-

formed ; particularly againit Du PlefTis Mornay, with whom he

had a public conference, in the prefence of the king, at Fontain-

bleau. The king refolved to make him grand almoner of France,
to give him the archbifhopric of Sens, and wrote to Clement
VIII. to obtain for him the dignity of a cardinal

;
which that

pope conferred on him, in 1604, with fingular marks of efteem.

The indifpofition of Clement foon after made the king refolve

to fend the French cardinals to Rome
;
where Du Perron was no

fooner arrived, than he was employed by the pope in the con-

gregations. He had a great mare in the elections of Leo X.
nnd Paul V. He aflilted afterwards in the congregations upon
the fubjecl of Grace, and in the difputes which were agitated
between the Jetuits and the Dominicans : and it was principally

up:)n his advice, that the pope refolved to determine nothing
with rcfpecl to thefe questions, He was fent a third time to

Rome, to accommodate the differences between Paul V
7

. and the

republic of Venice. He was highly eiteemed by that pope, who
had alto inch an opinion of the power of his eloquence and

addrefs, that he faid to thofe about him,
" Let us befeech God

to infpire cardinal Du Perron, for he will perfuadc us to do

whatever he plcafes." The king ordered him to be fome time

at Rome, to take the charge of his affairs
;
but his health not

pern itting him to ftay long, he was recalled to Fiance.

After the murder of Henry IV. which happened in 1610, h(J

devoted himfelf entirely to the court and fee of Rome, and pre-
vented every rncafure in France, which might difpleafe that power,
or hurl its interefls. He rendered ufelefs the arret of the par-
Jiament of Paris, againit the book of cardinal Bcllarminc; and
favoured the infallibility of the pope, and his fuperiority over a

rouncil, in a thefis maintained in it LI, before the nuncio. He
afterwards held a provincial allembly, in which he condemned
Richer's ivrok,

"
concerning cecldlallical and civil Authority :"

ind, being at the aifembly of Blois, he made an harangue to

pruv '-:ght not to decide fome quelHons, on account
of tlieir bung points

of faith. He was one of the prelidents of

-clergy, which waf, hdJ at Rouen in 1615;
and
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and made harangues to the king at the opening and (hutting of
that aflfeinbly, which were much applauded. This was the lait

mining aclion of his life; for after this he retired to his houfe
at Bagnolet, and employed himfelf wholly in reviling and put-

ting the laft hand to his works. He fet up a printing-houfe
there, that he might have them publiflied corre&ly ; and revifed

every meet himfelf. He died at Paris, Sept. 5, 1618, aged 63.
He was a man of great abilities ; had a lively and penetrating
wit, and a particular talent at making his views appear reafon-

able. He delivered himfelf upon all occalions with great clear-

nefs, dignity, and eloquence. He had a prodigious memory,
and had ftudied much. He was very well verfcd in antiquity,
both ecclefialHcal and profane; and had read much in the fathers,

councils, and ecclcfiafiical hiftorians, of which he knew how to

make the beft ufe againft his adverfaries. He was very powerful
in difpute, fo that the ableil minilters were afraid of him

;
and

he always confounded thofe who had the courage to engage with

him. He was warmly attached to the fee of Rome, and llre-

nuous in defending its rights and prerogatives; and therefore it

cannot be wondered, that his name has never been held in high
honour among thofe of his countrymen who have been accuf-

tomed to Hand up for the Gallican liberties.

The works of Du Perron, the greateit part of which had been

printed feparately in his life- time, were collected after his death,

and publilhed at Paris, 1620 and 1622, in 3 vols. folio. The
iirlt contains his great

" Treatife upon the Euchariii,
7 '

againlt
that of Du Pleffis Mornay. The fecond, his "

Reply to the

Anfwer of the King of Great Britain." The following was
the occafion of that work : James I. of England lent to Henry
I V. of France a book, which he had written himfelf, concerning
differences in religion. Henry put it into the hands of Du Per-

ron's brother, who informed his majefty, from what the cardinal

had obferved to him, that there were many palfages in that book,
in which the king of England feerned to come near the Catho-

lics; and that it might be proper to fend fome able p-jif)n, \vjih

a view of bringing him eirirely over. Henry, taking the advice

of his prelates in this affair, cjuu-d it to be propofed to the king
of England, whether or no he would take it in good pure to

have the cardinal Du Perron fent to him r who returned tor

anfu-er, that he Ihould be well pleafed to confer with him, but

for reafons of ftate could not do it. If.tac Cafaubon, however, a

moderate perfon among the reformed, who had been engaged
in feveral conferences with Du Perron about religion, and who
Itemed much inclined to a re-union, was prevailed on to take a

voyage into England; where he fpoke advantageoufiy ol Du
Perron to the kin^, and preil-nted fome pieces of poetry to him,

which the cardi-.Ml had put into his hands. The king received

L 4 them
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them kindly, and exprefled much efteem for the author ; which,
Cafaubon noticing to Du Perron, he returned a letter of civility

and thanks to his Britannic majetty ;
in which he told him, that,

tf
except the fole title of Catholic, he could find nothing wanting

in his majefty, that was neceflary to make a moft perfect and

accomplished prince." The king replied, that,
"

believing all

things which the ancients had unanimoufly thought necefiary to

falvation, the title of Catholic could not be denied him." Ca-
faubon having fent this anfwer to Du Perron, he made a reply
to it in a letter, dated the I5th of July, 1611, in which he fets

forth the reafons, that obliged him to refuft; the name of Catholic

to his Britannic majefty. Cafaubon fent him a writing by way
of anfwer, in the name of the king, to all the articles of his

letter ;
to which the cardinal made a large reply, which confti-

tutes the bulk of the fecond volume of his works. The third

contains his mifcellaneous pieces; among which are,
" Acts of

the Conference held at Fontainbleau againft Du PlefTis Mor-

nay;" m >ral and religious pieces in profe and verfe, orations,

diftlrtations, tranflations, and letters.

There was a fourth volume of his embafTjes and negotiations,
collected by Casfar de Ligni, his fecretary, and printed at Paris

in 1623, folio: but thefe are fuppofed not to have done him
much honour, as not fhewing that profound reach and infight
into things, without which no one can he an able negotiator.
There were alfo publifhed afterwards, under his name, u Per-

roniana," which, like moft of the ana, is a collection of pueril-
ities and impertinences.
PERROT (NICOLAS), fieur d'AsLANCOURT, a fine ge-

nius of France, was born at Chalons, April 5, 1606 [B]. He
fprung from a family which had been illuttrious in the law, and

the greateft care was bellowed on his education. His father

Paul Perrot, who was a Proteftant, and famous for his writings,
fent him to purfue his ftudies in the college of Sedan ;

Avhere he

made fo rapid a progrefs, that, at thirteen, he hud gone through
the dailies. He was then taken home, and had an able matter

provided, not only to go over his whole courfe of ftudy with him

again, but alfo to give him fome tincture of philofophy. After

having continued in this way about three years, he was fent to

Paris, where he ttudial the law five or fix months, and was

afterwards admitted advocate of parliament ;
but fnon cone,

a difyutt to the law. At twenty, he abjured the Protettant reli-

gion ; and foon after diftinguiihed himfelf in the republic uf

letters, by writing a preface to the '< Honncte Femme," for his

friend father Du Bofc. Scarcely was this preface, which is a

[B] Bayk'i Dift. Ablancourt's Life in tome zd. of 1'atru's Works, Dutch edition,

1692.
'
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rnafter-piece in the French language, publifhed, but he felt a
defire to return to the religion he had quitted. He was then 27 ;

and, that he might not do any thing rafhly, he firft began to

Ihidy philofophy, and afterwards divinity. He pafled near three

years in this manner, without hinting his defign to any perfon ;

then fet out from Paris to Champagne, where he abjured popery ;

and very foon after went to Holland, till the clamour occafioned

by his quitting that religion was over. He was near a year in

Leyden, where he learned Hebrew, and contracted a friendship
with Salmafius. From Holland he went to England ; then
returned to Paris

; and, after palling fome weeks with M. Patru,
took an apartment near the Luxembourg. He pafled his days
very agreeably.; and though he devoted the greateft part of his

Jeifure to books, ufed to fee company, and was acquainted with
all the learned in Paris. In 1637, he was admitted a member of
the French academy, and foon after undertook a tranflation of
Tacitus. While he was thus employed, he was forced to leave

Paris, on account of the wars
; and therefore retired to his eftate,

called Ablancourt, where he lived till his death. He died Nov.

17, 1664, of the grayel, with which he had been afflifled all

his life.

He was a man of great acutenefs, imagination, judgement,
and learning, and equal to the production of any work

; yet we
have no original pieces of his, excepting the " Preface" above

mentioned,
" A Difcourfe upon the Immortality of the Soul,"

and a few letters to Patin. But he made French tranflations o.f

many ancient writers with great elegance, purity, and chaftenefs

of ftyle [c] ; though, like a man of genius, not without taking
too great liberties, by deviating as often from the fenfe of his

original, as he thought he could improve upon it. Tacitus,

Lucian, Casfar, Thucydides, Arrian, are among the authors he

tranflated. When he was afked, why he chofe to be a tranf-

lator, rather than an author, he anfwered, that " he was neithe.r

a divine nor lawyer, and confequently not qualified to compofe

pleadings or fermons; that the world was filled with treatifes

on politics; that all difcourfes on morality were
only

fo many
repetitions of Plutarch and Seneca ; and that, to fervc one's

country, a man ought rather to tranflate valuable authors, than,

to write new books, which feldom publifii any thing new."

The m'milter Colbert, judging him very capable of writing the
"

Hiftory of Louis XIV." recommended him to that monarch;
who however, upon being informed that Perrot was a Proteitant,

faid, that " he would not have an hiltorian of a religion diffe-

rent from his own." He had a moft delightful and inftru&ive

way of converfing [oj, and ufed to throw out fo many valua-

[c] Baillet's Jugemcns des Sjavaps. [D] Vide Mcnaguna.

ble
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ble things, that Pelliffon faicl,
"

is was pity a clerk was not

always {landing by him, to write down all he fpoke."
PERRY QOHNT), captain, a celebrated engineer [E], redded

many years in Rullia, having been recommended to the czar Peter

while in England, as a perfon capable of ferving him on feveml

occafions, relating to his new defign of efhiblifliing a fieet, mak-

ing his rivers navigable, <Scc. He was taken into his fervice at

a Hilary of 300!. per annum, with travelling charges, and fub-

iiftence money, on whatever fervice he Ihould be employed ;

befides a further reward to -his fatisfa&ion, at the conclnfion of

any work he Ihould finifti. After fome converfation with the

czar himfelf, particularly towards making a communication

between the rivers Volga and Don, he was employed on this

work three fummers fucceflively ; but not being properly fup-

plied with men, partly on account of the ill fuccefs of the czar

againft the Swedes at the battle of Narva, and partly by the

difcouragement of the governor of Aftracan, he was ordered at

the end of 1707 to flop, and next year employed in refitting the

fhips at Veronife, and 1709 in making the river ot that name

navigable. After repeated difappointments, and fruitlcfs appli-
cations for his falary, he at lafl quitted the kingdom, under the

protection of Mr. Whitworth, the Engliih ambalfador, in 171 2.

See his Narrative in the Preface to " The State of Rullia."

In 1721 he was employed in (lopping, with fuccefs, the breach

at Dagenham, wherein feveral other undertakers had failed ;

and the fame year about the harbour at Dublin, to the objections

againft which he then publiihed an " Anfwer." He was author

of ' The State of Rullia, 1716," 8vo, and " An Account of the

itoppingof Dagenham Breach, 1721," 8vo; and died Feb. ir,

I^T
^\ *

/33'
PERSIUS (AuLUS FLACCUS}, an ancient Latin poet, who

wrote fatires under the reign of Nero
|
K j, was born at Yola-

terras in Hetruria, in the 22d year of Tiberius's reign. He
a Roman knight, and allied to perfons of the firlt rank ;

to the

iamou--; Arria in particular, wife of the unfortunau Mira-

fea. He continued at Volateifas till he was twelve year^ old ;

and was then removed to Rome, where he purftied his lludieb

under Palccmon the grammarian, and Virginius t'ucais the rhe-

torician. He afterwards,, at fixteen, applied himfelf to philo-

fophy under Cornutus, a Stoic, who entertained ib great a love

for him, that there was ever after a inoft intimate frienclfhip

between them. Perlius has immortalized that fVieiiclihip in his

iifth Satin-, ;md his thankfulncfs for the good offices of his

friend ;
which he ihewed itill farther by his will, in which he

fr] Hiftory ot" the Spalding Society.

[KJ I'trhi vita a Suctonio. B.t\!e'i Di<ft. Pr.RSiVB.
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left him his library, nnd a .great deal of money: but Cornutus,
like a true philosopher, who knew how to pra&ife what he

taught, accepted only the books, and left the money to the heirs.

He advifed the mother of his friend to fupprefs fome pieces of

poetry which he had m.tde in his youth ; thinking, no doubt,
that they would not anfwer the great reputation of thofe which
.had been publilhed: among which was " A Panegyric upon
the illultrious Arria." Perfius ftudied with Lucan under Cor-
nutus, and was highly admired by him

;
and at length became

acquainted with Sene.a, but could never rightly reliih him. He
was a very excellent man

;
a good friend, a good fon, a go >d

brother, and a good relation. He was very beautiful, yet very
chaite ; fober, .meek, and modeit : which (hews how wrong it

is to judge of a man's morals by his wri'ings ; for the fatires of
Per fiu s are not only licentious, but ftuirp and full of bitternefs.

He wrote but feldorn
,
and it was fome time b fore he applied

himfelf regularly to it. It was the reading Lucilius's tenth book
which put him upon writing fatires; in which he inveighed fo

particularly agamlt bad poets, that he is fuppofed not to have

fparcd even Nero himfelf.. It is difficult however to point out,

as fome commentators have attempted, where he glances at that

emperor ;
and (lill more difficult to believe, what has ufually

been fuppofed, that the four bombait lines in his firft Satire

were taken from fome of Nero
; fince it is not pollible to con-

ceive how the fatiriit could have efcaped unpuniuhed for fo direcl

a piece of ridicule on a tyrant, who was of nothing more jea-
lous than his reputation as a poet. Such a fuppofition is alfo

totally inconfiltent with the excufe which has ever been alledged
for the obfcurity of this poet, namely, the rigour of Nero's

domination, which made all people afraid. Bayle calls Penius

the Lycophron of the Latins; but will not allow the caufe juft

mentioned to be a fufficient excufe for the harfhnefs and obfcu-

rity of his flyle : he thinks that Perfius's (tyle and manner of

\vriting was not affeded in the lealt out of policy, but was

formed out of his nature, his genius, and manner of thinking.
We may add, that if Perlius really meant to fatirize Nero, and

yet to be obfcure, he concerted n very odd plan : for if he meant

to be obfcure and unintelligible, what inuft become of the

fatire? if he meant to be juft intelligible enough, that the em-

peror might only fufpedl: himfelf to be fatirivced, this was at leaft

as bad as open, and avowed ridicule
;
and might poflibly create

even a ftronger difpleafure, from that principle in human nature,

which makes us prone to fufpedl more than is meant.

Perfius was of a weak coruTitution, and troubled with a bad

ftomach
;
of which he died in his 3Oth year. Six of his fatires

remain, in their judgements of which the ciitics have been much

divided. As a poet, he is certainly inferior to Horace and

Juvenal ;
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Juvenal ; and all the labours of Ifaac Cafaubon, who has written

a mod learned and elaborate commentary upon him, cannot

make him equal to either of them as a fatirift, though in virtue

and learning he exceeded b th. He was a profeffed imitator of

Horace, yet had little of 'Horace's wit, eafe, and talent at ridi-

cule. Wit was not Perfius's province : which he feems to have

known, for he feldorn aims at it
;
and when he does, is far from

being happy in it. H;s ftyle is grand, figurative, poetical, and

fuitable to the dignity of the Stoic philofophy : and hence he

fhines moft in reco mending virtue and integrity: here it is

that futire becomes him. He was too grave to court the Mufes
with fuccefs : but he had a great foul, fnf-eptible of noble fcnti-

inents, which give a grace even to indifferent poetry. His con-

temporaries thought highly of him. Q^iintilian allows, that

Perfius [cj, although he wrote but one book of fatires, acquired
a great deal of true glory,

" Mi.'ltum et verae glorias qnamvis
uno libro Perfius ir.eruit :" and Martial fays [H] much the fame

thing:
"

Saspius in libro memnratui Perfius uno," &c.
The belt edition of this poet is that of London, 1647, 8vo,

with " Cafaubon's Commentary." He is ufually to be found

in the editions of Juvenal : but neither of them have had that

critical labour beftowed upon them, which they well deferve,
and which has fallen to the (hare of much inferior authors.

PERUGINO (PiETRo), a celebrated Italian painter, the

mafltr of Raphael, was born in 1446, at Perugia, whence he

took the name that has totally obliterated his family appella-
tion. His parents were poor, but, being defirous to put him in

a way of fupporting himfelf, placed him with a painter, under
whom he imbibed at lead a (trong cnthufiafm for his art, and
tlefire to excel in it. His application to ftudy was intenfe, and
when he had made a fufficient progrefs, he went to Florence,
and became a difciple of Andrea Verocchio. From this painter
he acquired a graceful mode of designing heads, particularly
thofe of his female figures. He rofe by degree to confiderable

eminence, and was employed by Sixtus IV. to paint feveral

pieces for his chapel at Rome. Great as his talents were, he

was unfortunately infected with the vice of covetoufnefs. It

was from this caufc that, when he returned to Florence, he

quarrelled with Michael Angelo Buonaroti, and behaved fo ill,

that the Florentines, being enraged againft him, drove him from
their city : on which he returned to his native Perugia. The
fame foible proved accidentally the oaufe of his death; for, having
accumulated fomc money, which he was very anxious not to

loie, he always carried it about him. He continued this prac-
tice till fome thief robbed him of his treafure, and, the grief for

[Q] fciftit. Ortf. lib, x. [H] Epigr. 29. lib. iv.

his
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his lofs being too fevere for hisftrength, he dkd in 1524, at the

age of 78.
His touch was light, and his pictures highly finifhed

; but his

manner was ftiff and dry, and his outline was frequently incor-

rect. His moft capital painting is in the church of St. Peter at

Perugia. It is an altar-piece, the fubject of which is the afcen-
fion of Chrift. The difciples are there reprefented in various at-

titudes, but all directing their eyes to heaven, and looking after

the Lord, who is fuppofed to have afcended.

PERUZZI (BALDASSARE), a painter of hiftory and archi-

tecture, was born either at Volterra or Siena, but more probably
the former, in 1481. His father certainly fettled afterwards
at Siena, where the fon commenced his ihidies as a painter.
When he had gained a competent degree of knowledge, he

copied the works of the beft matters, with a diligence and fuc-

cefs that were equally extraordinary. From Siena he went to

Rome, where he was employed by the pope Alexander VI,
Julius II, and Leo X, in their palaces, and in feveral chapels
and convents. He was particularly fuccefsful in painting archi-

tecture, and fo completely underftood the principles of Chiaro

Ofcuro, and of perfpective, that even Titian is faid to have feen

the effects with furprife, being hardly able to believe that what
he faw was the work of the pencil, and not real architecture.

His ufual fubjects were ftreets, palaces, corridors, porticoes,
and the infides of magnificent apartments, which he reprefented
\vith a truth that produced an abfolute deception. He received

fome instructions from Bramante, the architect of St. Peter's,

and was himfelf employed by Leo X. in forming defigns and

models for that building. He was unfortunately in Rome when
it was facked by the army of Charles V. in 1527, and was made
a prifoner, but obtained his liberty by painting a portrait of the

conftable de Bourbon. Peruzzi died in 1556, very poor, though
he had been always in great employment. They who were

indebted to him were not always very ready to pay,, and he was

too modeft to demand his right, by which means he loll a great

part of what he had fairly earned.

PESSELIER (CHARLES STEPHEN), member of the acade-

mies of Nancy, of Amiens, of Rouen, and Angers, was bora

at Paris on the 9th of July, 1712, of a reputable family fij.

In his early youth his progrefs in his ihidies was rapid. His

afliduous application, his lively genius, and mild demeanour,

conciliated the efteem ot his mailer, and gained the friendfhip of

his juvenile companions. His tatle for puetry was apparent at

a very earH" peiiod; but the defigns of his parents for the

advancement of his fortune would not permit him to refign

[i] Eloge de M. Peffeiier par M. Caftelhon.

A himfelf
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himfelf entirely to his favourite pnrfuits, and he facrificed in

fome degree his propenfity to their wifhes. He was placed
under M. Rolland an advocate, and conftantly attended to the

regular difcharge of btifmefs. His leifure hours were devoted

to the Muff, and he gave up that time to poetry, which by many
at his age is facrificed to plcafure. In 1738 his " Ecole du

Temps," a Comedy, in verfe, was reprefented with applaufe on
the Italian theatre. Encouraged by this fuccefs, and with the

approbation of M. Rolland, he produced in the following year at

the French theatre his " Efope au Parnaffe," a Comedy in verfe.

The reputation of the young poet arid his character for probity
recommended him to M. Lallemand of Bety, a farmer general,
who was at that time forming a fyftem of finance, and who
felicitated himfelf in procuring fuch an afliftant, and in attach-

ing him to his interelt. The occupations incident to this new

department were probably the caufes which prevented Pefielier

from producing any other pieces for the itage. Poetry was,

however, (till the amufement of the time that could be fpared
from bufmefs. In 1748, he publifhed his fables, and among
his dramatic works appears a Comedy

" La Mufcarade du Par-

nalfe," in verfe, and in one act, which was never performed.
His attachment to poetry could not prevent him from dedi-

cating fome of the moments that could be fpared from the

labours of finance, to the elucidation of that fcience. Accord-

ingly he publifhed the profpectus of a work upon that fubject.
This publication, exhibiting in one view a perfect knowledge
and extenfivc profpects, for the improvement of that Decenary
refotrrce, attracted the attention of the miniftry, who eftabliihed

an office for promoting the plan, and placed the author at the

head of it with appointments proportioned to his talents, and the

importance of his labours. The views of Pcffelier now extended
further than the operations of finance. He undertook a trcatife

on the ctiflomary laws of the kingdom, of which however only
the preliminary difcourfe appeared. Soon afterwards he pub-
lifhed his " Letters on Education," in two volumes i2ino.

Inceffant application, and a delicate conftitution, with an
extreme vivacity of fpirits probably fhortcrned his life. His
health began to decline ; but he ceafed not from his diligence.
His attention to the bufincfs of his ortke was almoft without

remiffion; till, overcome by fatigue, he fell fick in November,
1762, languifhed under his diforder for fix months, and died

the 24th of April, 1/63.
PETAVIUS (DiONVsius), or DENIS PET AT, a French

Jefuit of immenfe erudition, was of a good family, and horn at

Orleans, Aug. the 2ift, 1583. His father was a man of learn-

ing ; and, feeing Itrong parts and a genius for letters in his fon,

took
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took all poflfible means to improve them to the urrnoft. He
ufed to tell his fon, that he ought to qualify himfelf {o, as to
be able to attack and confound " the giant of the Allophyte ;"

meaning the redoubtable Jofeph Scaliger, whofe abilities and

learning were iuppofed to have done fuch fervice to the
reformed. Young Petavius feems to have entered into his-

father's views ;
for he itudied very intenfely, and afterwards

levelled much of his erudition againft Scaliger. He joined the

itudy of the mathematics with that of the belles lettres
; and

then applied to a courfe of philofophy, which he began in the

college of Orleans, and finilhed at Paris. After this, he main-
tained thefes in Greek, which language was as familiar to him
as Latin

;
and Latin he is faid to have underftood better

than his own native language, the French. When he was

pretty well grown up, he had free accefs to the king's library,
which he often vifited, for the fake of confulting Latin and
Greek mamifcripts. Among other advantages which accom-

panied his literary purfuits, was the friendlhip of Ifaac Cafau-

bon, whom Henry IV. called to Paris in 1600. It was at his

indication, that Petavius, young as he was, undertook an edi-

tion of "The Works of Synefius;" that is, to correct the

Greek from the rnanufcripts, to tranflate that part which yet
remained to be translated into Latin, and to write notes upon
the whole. He was but nineteen when he was made profeflbr
of philofophy in the univerlity of Bourges ; and he (pent the

two following years in ftudying the ancient philofophers and

mathematicians. In 1604, when Morel, profellbr of the Greek

tongue at Paris, pnblifhed
" The Works of Chryfo/lom," fome

part of Petavius's labours on Synefius were added to them :

from the title of which we learn, that he then Latinized his

name to Pxtus, which he afterwards changed into Petavius.

His own edition of " The Works of Synefius" did not appear
till 1612.

He entered into the fociety of the Jefuits in 1605, and did

great honour to it afterwards bv his vaft and profound erudi-

tion. He became zealous for the Catholic church ;
and there

was no way of ferving it more agreeable to his humour, than

that of criticizing and abiding its adverfaries. Scaliger was the

perfon againit whom, he was moft bitter
;

but he did not

fpare his friend Cafaubon, whenever he came in his way.
There is no occafioa to enter into a great detail about a man,
whofe whole life was fpent in reading ami writing, and per-

forming the fcveral offices of his order. The
hiftory

of a

learned man is the hiltory of his works; and, as by tar the

greater part of Petav'us's writings are controverlial or doctrinal,

a minute account of them would be dry and unintcrefting. He
had proceeded regularly in his fludies from his infancy : lie

began
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began with gratnmar, then applied himfelf to rhetoric and

poetry, then went to hiftory, geography, and chronology. In

iliort, he made himfelf an univerfal fcholar, and a mailer in

almofl all languages, particularly in the Latin, in which he has

written the principal part of his numerous produtions> with

great corre<Stnefs and elegance.
He excelled particularly in the obfcure fcience of chronology.

The learned world in general are obliged to him for fome exacl

and curious difquifitions upon this fubjet: and, if his zeal in

oppofmg Jofeph Scaliger had not carried him fometimes too

far, his writings of this kind would have been unexception-
able. In 1633, he publifhed an excellent work, entitled,
" Rationarium Temporum :" it is an abridgement of univerfal

hiftory, from the earlieft times down to 1632, digefled in a

chronological order, and fupported all the way by references

to proper authorities. There is a letter of Galfendus to Schei-

ner, dated the 131!! of April, 1632, in which we may fee a

character of this work, much to its credit. The words of

Gaflendus are thefe :
" Oftendi tuas literas eruditiflimo Peta-

vio, quicum bene divinafti confuetuciinem mini intercedere.

Offendi ilium ad calcem pene prasclaras cujufdam opella;, cui

titulum facit Rationarium Chronologicum. Volumen erit fatis

juftum in I2mo, quo major lux hiflorias nulla. Sic enim vir

magnus Chronologum agit, fidem ubique fibi faciens, et cha-

racYeres temporum infignes paffim inferens, ut tamen quafi
feriem texat univerfas hiftorias [K]." It went through feveral

editions : many additions and improvements have been made to

it, both by Petavius himfelf, and by Perizonius and others after

his death : and Le Clerc publifhed an abridgement of it, as far

down as to 800, under the title of,
"
Compendium Hiftorise

Univerfalis," in 1697, I2mo.
This celebrated father, after a life of labour, died at Paris*

Dec. n, 1652, aged 69. He was, in the opinion of Gaflen-

dus [L], the moft confummate fcholar the Jefuits ever had
,
and

indeed we cannot fuppofe him to have been inferior to the firtl

fcholars of any order, while we coniider him waging war, as

he did frequently with fuccefs, againft Scaliger, Salmafius, and
other chiefs in the republic of letters. His judgement, as may
eafily be conceived, was inferior to his learning ; and his con-
troverfial writings are full of that fournefs and fpleen, which

appears fo manifefily in all the reprefentations of his counte-
nance. Bayle has obferved, that Petavius did the Socinians

great fervice, though unawares, and againft his intentions; and

upon this occafion quotes the following paiFage from the " Let-
tres Choifies" of Mr. Simon :

" If there be any thing to cenfure

[jc] Gaflendi Opera, vol. vi. [L] In vit. Perefchii.

in



PETER THE GREAT. i6r

in Petavius's works, it is chiefly in the fecond tome of his
*

Dogmata Theologica,' in which he feems to favour the
Arians. It is true, that he foftened thofe paflages in his pre-
face ; but as the body of the work continues entire, and the

preface, which is an excellent piece, came afterwards, it has
not entirely prevented the harm which that book is like to do
at this time, when the new Unitarians boaft, that father Peta-
vius declared for them." The affair was this : The Jefuit's

original deiign, in the fecond volume of his "
Dogmata Theo-

logica," was, to reprefent ingenuoufly the doctrine of the three

firfl centuries. Having no particular fyftem to defend, he did

not difguife the opinions of the fathers ; but acknowledged that

fome of them entertained falfe and abfurd notions concerning
the myftery of the Three Perfons. Being admonifhed of this,
and perceiving that evil confequences might arife from it,

which he had not forefeen, he wrote his " Preface ;" in which
he laboured folely to afTert the orthodoxy of the fathers, and
thus was forced, in fome meafure, to contradict what he had
advanced in the "

Dogmata." This was a hard trial ;
but in

controverfial points, on obfcure fubjecls, it is difficult for a

writer to be fo cautious, as not to give fome advantage to his

adverfaries.

PETER THE GREAT, czar of RufTia, who civilized that

nation, and raifed it from ignorance and barbarifm, to polite-

nefs, knowledge, and power, was a man of fo wonderful a com-

pofition and character, that the hiftory e>f his life and actions,

recent as it is, feems to carry with it much of that romantic
air which runs through the hiftory of Thefeus and other ancient

heroes.

Peter was born the 3oth of May, 1672 [M], and was fon of

the Czar Alexis Michaelowitz by a fecond wife. Alexis dying
in 1672, Feodor, or Theodore, his eldefr, fon by his firft wife,
fucceeded to the throne, and died in 1682. Upon his deceafe,

Peter, though but ten years of age, was proclaimed czar, to the

exclufion of John his elder brother, who was of a weak body,
and a weaker mind. The ftrclitzes, who were the eftablifhed

guard of the czars, as the janifaries are of the grand feigniors,
made an infurredtion in favour of John ;

and this they did at

the inftigation of the princefs Sophia, who, being own filter to

John, hoped, perhaps, to be fole regent, fmce John was inca-

pable of acting; but certainly to enjoy a greater fhare of autho-

rity under John, than if the power was lodged folely in her

half-brother Peter. However, to put an end to this civil tumult,

the matter was at laft compromised ;
and it was agreed, that

[M] Voltaire's Hilt, of Pete* the Great. Gen. Di&. Elog. on hi? Imperial Majcfty
Peter I. Czar of Ruflja, by M. dc Fontenelle

VOL. XII. M the
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the two brothers fliould jointly fhare the imperial dignity. The
Ruflian education was at that time, like the country, barbarous,.
fo that Peter had no advantages; and further, the princefs

Sophia, who, with great parts, was a lady of great ambition
and intrigue, took all imaginable pains, and ufed all the means
ihe could, to fUfle his natural defire of knowledge, to deprave
and corrupt his mind, and to debafe and enervate him with

pleafures, Neverthelefs, his abhorrence of pageantry, and !> vc

of military exercifes, difcovered itfelf in his tendered years;
and, to gratitv this inclination, he tormed a company or fifty

men, commanded by foreign officers , and clothed and exercifed

after the German manner. He entered himielf among them
in the loweft pott, and performed the duties of it with the

utmoft diligence. He ordered them entirely to forget that he

was czar, and paid the utmoft deference and fubmillion to the

commanding officers. He fed upon his pay only, and lay in a

tent in the rear of his company. He was lotne time .

raifed to be a ierjeant, but only as he was intitled to it by his

merit
;
for he would have puniihed his foldiers, had they dif-

covered the leaft partiality in his favour: and he never role

otherwife, than* as a ibldier of fortune. The ilrelitzes looked

upon all this no otherwife, than as the amuiement of a young
prince : but the czar, who taw they were too formidable, and

entirely in the intereft of the princefs Sophia, had fccretly a

defign of crufhing them
; which he wifely thought could not

be better effected, than by fecuring to himfelf a body of troops,
more ttri&ly difciplined, and on whofe fidelity he could more

fully rely.
At the fame time, he had another project In view, of vaft

importance, and mofl difficult execution. The fight of a fmaU
Dutch vetTel, which he had met with on a lake, where it lay
ufelefs and neglecled, made a wonderful impreHion on his

mind, and he conceived thoughts of forming a navy ;
a defign,

which probably then feemed next to impoilible, even to himfelf

N]. His firft care was to get Hollanders to build fome finall

vetfels at Mofcow, and afterwards four frigates, of four guns
each, on the lake of Pereflave. He had already taught them to

combat one another
;
and in order to inftrut himfelf in naval

affairs, he parted two fummers fucceffively on board Englifh or

Dutch fhips, which fet out from Archangel. In 1696, the czar

John died, and Peter became fole matter of the empire. He
began his reign with the fiege of Afoph, then in the hands of

the Turks, but did not take it till 1697. He had already fcnt

[N] See " An Account of the Rife czir Peter himfelf, and printed in the

nd Naval Power of Rufiu, or, the Story focond volume o:"
' 'I !: Pr.'fent State and

or the little Boat which g .ve Rife to the Regulations of thf Church of Ruffia."

Rulfian Fleet," laid to \tc written by thn By^Tho. Confett, M.A

3
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for Venetians, to build gallies on the river Don, which might
fhut up the mouth of that river, and prevent the Turks from

relieving the place. This gave him a ilronger idea tharuever,
of the importance and

Tleceifity of a naval force
; yet he could

have none but foreign fhips, none at leaft but what he was

obliged to employ foreigners in building. He was deiirous of

lurmounting thefe difadvantages, but the affairs he projected
were of too new and fmgular a nature to be fo much as confi-

dered in his council : and indeed they were not proper to be
communicated. He refolved therefore fmgly to manage this

bold undertaking; with which view, in 1698, he fent an em-

bally to Holland, and went himfelf incognito in the retinue.

He entered himfelf in the India admiralty-office at Amflerdam

[o], caufed himfelf to be inrolled in the lift of fhip-car-

penters ;
and worked in the yard with greater afliduity than

any body there. His quality was known to all ;
and they

fhewed him to one another with a fort of veneration. King
William, who was then in Holland, paid him all the refpedt
that was due to his uncommon qualities ;

and the czar's dif-

guife freed him from that which was merely ceremonious and
troublefome. The czar worked with fuch fuccefs, as in a

little time to pafs for a good carpenter ; and afterwards ftudied

the proportions of a fhip. He then went into England; where,
in four months, he made himfelf a complete mailer in the art

of mip-building, by ftudying the principles of it mathemati-

cally, which he had no opportunity of learning in Holland.

In England he met with a fecond reception from king Wil-
liam ; who, to make him a prefent agreeable to his tafte,_and
which might ferve as a model of the art he was fo very defirous

to learn, gave him a magnificent yacht. He carried with him
from England feveral Englifh fhip-builders and artificers,

among whom was one whofe name was Noy; but the czar

took alfo upon himfelf the title of a mailer-builder, and was

pleafed to fubmit to the conditions of that character. Thus he

and Noy received orders from the lord high admiral of RulTia, to

build each of them a man of war ; and, in compliance with

that order, the czar gave the firil proof of his art. He never

ceafed to purfue it, but had always a ihip upon the flocks; and,
at his death, left one of the largefl fhips in Europe half-built.

During the czar's abfence, the princefs Sophia, being uncafy
under her confinement, and meditating to regain that liberty

which me had forfeited by former infurreclions, found means

to correfpond with the ilrelitzes, who were now quartered at a

diftance from Mofcow, and to infligate them to a third rebel-

lion in her favour. The news of this obliged him to haflen

[o] Voltaire, Fontenelle, &c.

M 2 home:
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home : and, arriving at Mofcow about the end of 1699, he
executed terrible vengeance upon the ringleaders ; yet took n&
other fatisfa&ion of his fitter the princefs, than by continuing
her confinement in the nunnery, and hanging up the priett,

who had carried her letters, on a gallows before her window.
In 1700, he got together a body of ftanding forces, confifting
of thirty thoufand foot ;

and now the vaft projed which he had

formed began to difplay itfelf in all parts. He firft fent the

chief nobility of his empire into foreign countries, to improve
themfelves in knowledge and learning: he opened his domi-

nions, which till then had been fhut up, and invited all ftrangers
who were capable of inftructing his feibjefts ;

and he gave the

kindeft reception to all land and fea officers, failors, methema-

ticians, architects, miners, workers in metals, phyficians, fur-

geons r and indeed operators and artificers of every kind, who
would fettle in his dominions. In the mean time, he had to da
with a dull, heavy, untoward people ; fo that it is no wonder,-
that proceedings fo new and (trange fhould raife many difcon-

tents and tumults. They did fo
;
and it was fometi::ies as

much as the czar could do, to ttifle and fupprefs them.

One very fmgular reafon, on which thefe difcontents were

grounded, was, that the Ruffians confidered grandeur and fupe-

riority, the czar's great objeft, in no other light than as a

power of doing evil. In 1700, being ftrengthened by an alli-

ance with Auguftus king of Poland, he made war upon Charles

XII. of Sweden
;
from continuing which, he was not deterred

by the ill fuccefs of his firft campaigns : for he ufed to fay,
"

I

know that my armies mull be overcome for a great while ; but

even this will at laft teach them to conquer." Afterwards,

however, he gained confiderable advantages in Livonia and

Ingria, provinces fubjedl to the Swedes. His acquifitions here

were fo important, that they induced him to build a fort re fs,

whofe port, fituated on the Baltic, might be large enough to

receive a fleet; and accordingly, in 1703, he laid the founda-

tion of Peterfburg, now one of the ftrongeft cities in Europe,-
which was to him what Alexandria was to Alexander. He
waged war with the Swedes for feveral years, and, without

ever gaining any confiderable advantage, was frequently molt

miferably beat by them. But firmnefs of mind and perfever-
ance were qualities peculiarly eminent in him ; and therefore

at length, in 1709, he obtained a complete victory over them
in his own dominions, at Pultowa. A great part of the Swediih

army were made prisoners. The Swediih generals who were
taken were conftantly entertained at his own table ;

and one

day, when he had drunk a health to his matters who had

inttrudled him in the art of war, count Rinfchild, a chief officer

among the prifoners, afked him,
" Who they \yere whom he

honoured
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honoured with Co glorious a title ?" "
Yourfelves, gentlemen,"

faid he. " Your majefty is very ungrateful then," replied the

count,
" to have fo beaten your mailers." Upon which the

czar, to make them fome reparation for this ingratitude, imme-

diately gave orders that their fwords mould be returned them ;

and treated them with the greatelt generolity and goodnefs.
Near 3000 Swedifh officers, however, were difperfed up and
down his dominions, and particularly in Siberia, a country of

vaft extent, and running as far as China
; and, having little

prcfpecl of returning to Sweden, they foon formed a kind of

colony, and began to apply themfelves to the various profeflions
with which they were acquainted. Thus they forwarded the

czar's great purpofe, in polifhing and civilizing the ancient

inhabitants of the country ; and many arts, which, although
eirablifhed at Mofcow and Peterfburg, might not have reached

Siberia a long time, were thus fuddenly eftablifhed there.

In the mean time, Peterfburg had rifen into a large and

powerful city ;
and the king of Sweden having been obliged to

fly from Pultowa to Bender in the Turkish dominions for refuge,
the czar availed himfelf greatly of his abfence : he made a com-

plete conquelt of Livonia and Ingria ; to which he added Fin-

land, and a part of Pomerania. The Turks having broken a

truce they had concluded with him, he was inclofed by their

army in 1712, on the banks of the Pruth ;
and that in fo difad-

vantageous a fituation, that he feemed to be inevitably loft.

While the army was under great confternation, the czarina Cathe-

rine projected an expedient for its deliverance. She fent to

negotiate with the grand vizir, and let him privately know, that

a great fum of money was at his fervice : he was tempted, and

the czar's prudence completed the work. To perpetuate the

memory of this event, he caufed the czarina to inftitute the

Order of St. Catherine, of which me was declared fovereign,
and into which none but women were to be admitted. The

king of Sweden having at iaft quitted the Turkifh dominions, in

1713, the czar found this formidable enemy advancing to oppofe
him : but he was now ftrengthened by an alliance with the king
of Denmark. He carried the war into the dutchy of HoHtein,
which was in alliance with the Swedes; and, in 1714, obtained

over them a vidory at fea, near the coatts of Finland, upon,

which he entered triumphantly with his fleet into the haven of

Peterlburg.
All this while he continued his purfuits after all kinds of

knowledge. He caufed his engineers to draw the plan of every

city, and to take deiigns of all" the different machines which he

had not in his own country. He inftrufted himfelf in
hufbandry,

and in -all forts of trade, wherever he came. In 1716, he paid

a vifit, with his confort, to the king of Denmark at Copenhagen,
JVI 3 where
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where he fpent three months. He vifited there every fchool of
the univerlity, and all the men of letters: for, rcgardlefs of

ceremony and pageantry, which he hated, it was indifferent to

him, whether they waited on him, or he went to them. He
coafted every day fome part of the kingdoms of Denmark and

Sweden, attended by two engineers; furveyed all the wind-

ings, founded every part of the ftraits, and afterwards had the

whole fo exaclly defcribed in charts, th:H not fo much as the

fmalleft fhelf or bank of fand efcaped his obfervation. From

Copenhagen he went to Hamburgh, Hanover, Wolfcnbuttle, and

from thence to Holland. Here he left the czarina, and went to

France in 1717; and, in June that year, vilited the royal aea^

demy of fcienccs at Paris, where he was entertained by feeing
the lateft invented and moft curious machines and experiments.
Pie was no fooner returned to his own dominions, than be fig-

nifk-d his inclination of becoming a member of that fociety ;

and the academy having made their molt rcfpe&ful acknow-

ledgements for the great honour he did them, he wrote them a

letter with his own hand. Thefe particulars may be fetn in the

hiftory of that academy for the year 1720: the academy fent

him 6very year a volume of their proceedings, to which, as an

academician, he was entitled; and he always accepted it with

pi -fure, as from his brethren.

It would be endlefs to enumerate all the various eftablifh-

ments, for which the Ruffians are indebted to this great emperor:
Fonter.elle has recorded fome of the principal, and they mud
alfo have a place here. He [p] eihtblnhed, i. A body of

100,000 foot, under as regular a difcipline as any in Europe.
2. A navy of forty (hips of the line, and 200 gallies. 3. Forti-

fications in all main towns, and an excellent civil government in

the great cities, which before were as dangerous in the night, as

the moft unfrequented deferts. 4. An academy for nav-.l-nffairs

and navigation, where all the nobility are obliged to fend fome
of their children. 5. Colleges at Mofcow, Peter/burg, and

Kiof, for languages, polite literature, and mathematics ; and
fchools in the

villages, \vhery the children of the pcafants are

tai'ght to read and write. 6. A college of phyficians, arid a

noble difpenfatorv at Mofcow, which furnifhes medicines to the

^r .".t cities, arid to the armies
;
whereas before, there was no

phyfician but the czar's, and tio apothecary in all his dominions.

7. Public leclures in anatomy, a word never heard before in

Kuflia. Voltaire relates, that the czar had fludied this branch
of knowledge under Ruylch at Amlierdarn ; and made fuch im-

provements under this innilfr, as to perform even chirurgical

operations him ft: If. He afterwards purchafed the cabinet or that

[v] Eulo/;ur, &c.

anatomift,
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anatbmift, which contained an immenfe collection of the mofl

curious, initruclive, and uncommon preparations. 8. An ob-

fervatory, not only for the ufe of aftronomers, but as a repofi-

tory for natural curiofities. 9. A phyfic garden, to be ftocked

with plants, not only from all parts of Europe, but from Afia,

Perfia, and even the diftant parts of China. 10. Printing-houfes
where he abolifhed their old barbarous characters, which, through
the great number of abbreviations, were almolt become unintel-

ligible, ii. Interpreters for all the languages of Europe; and
likewifc for the Latin, Greek,- Turkifh, Kalmuc, Mogul, and
Chinefc. 12. A royal library, compofed of three very large collec-

tions, which he purchafed in England, Holftein, and Germany.
Thefe, and many more, were particular inftitutions and elta-

blilhments: but the czar made general reformations, to which
indeed the other were only fubfervient. He changed the archi-

tecture of his country, which was ugly and deformed; or, more

properly, he firit introduced that fcience into his dominions. He
icnt for a great number of piclures from Italy and France

;
and

thus initru6ted in the art of painting a people, who knew no
more of it, than what they could collect from the wretched

daubing of men who painted the imaginary heads of faints. He
fent (hips laden with merchandize to Genoa and Leghorn, which
returned freighted with marble and (tatues: and pope Clement
XI. pleafed with his tafte, prefented him with a fine antique,
which the czar, not caring to truit by fea, ordered to fee brought
to Petersburg by land. Religion was not neglected in this gene-
ral reform : ignorance and fuperftition had over-run it fo much,
that it fcarcely merited the name of Chriitian. The czar intro-

duced knowledge, where it was miferably wanted ; and this

knowledge enabled him to abolifh fafts, miracles, and faint-

worlhip, in a good degree at leaft. He ventured further than to

the correction of rites: he abolifhed the patriarchate, though

pretty much independent of him ; and thus got rid. of a power,
which was always interrupting and difconcerting his meafures.

He took away part of the revenues of thofe churches and monaf-
s which he thought too wealthy; and, leaving only what

wa> necelFary for their fubliltence, added the overplus to his own
demefnes. He made many judicious eccfefiaftieal canons, and
ordered preaching in the Ruffian language. Laitly, he eita-

blilhcd a general liberty of confcience throughout his dominions;

and, if we had no other proof of his civilized fpirit, this would be

fufHcie'nt. There is one more reformation, and perhaps as ne-

ctary and ufeful as any of the former, which he made even in

his laft illnefs, though it was exceedingly painful. When the

fenators and great perfonages, then about him, mentioned the

various obligations which Ruflia lay under to him, for abolifhing

ignorance and barbarifm, and introducing arts and fciences, he

M 4 told
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told them, that he had forgot to reform one of the moft im-

portant points of all, namely, the mal-adminiftration of jullice,

occafioned by the tedious and litigious chicanery of the lawyers ;

and figned an order from his bed, limiting the determination of

all caufes to eleven days, which was immediately fent to all the

courts of his empire.
This wonderful man died of the ftrangury, caufed by an im-

poftume in the neck of his bladder, Jan. 28, 1725, aged

nfty-three. He was tall, and remarkably well lhaped ;
had a

noble countenance, eyes fparkling with vivacity, and a robuft

eonititution. His judgement was found, which, as Voltaire

has obferved, may juflly be deemed the foundation of all real

abilities: and to this folidity was joined an a6tive difpofition,
which led him into the moft arduous undertakings. Whoever
reflects upon the interruptions, difficulties, and oppofitions, that

mufl unavoidably occur in civilizing and reforming a large and

barbarous empire, muft fuppofe the czar to have been, as indeed

he really was, a man of the greateft firmnefs and perfeverance.
His education was far from being worthy of his genius: it had

been fpoiled by the princefs Sophia, whofe intereft it was that

he mould be immerfed in licentious exceffes. However, in fpite

of bad example, and even his own ftrong propenfity to pleafure,
his natural defirc of knowledge and magnanimity of foul broke

through all habits; nay, they broke through fomething even

greater than habits. It is remarkable, that from his childhood

he had fuch a dread of water, as to be feized with a cold fweat

and with convulfions, even in being obliged to pafs over a

brook. The caufe of this averfion is thus related: When he

\vas about five years of age, he was carried in the fpring feafon

over a dam, where there was a water-fall or cataract. He was

afleep in his mother's lap, but the noife and ruining of the water

frightened him fo much, that it brought on a fever; and, after his

recovery, he retained fuch a dread of that element, that he could

not bear to fee any (landing water, much lefs to hear a running
dream. " Who would have thought," fays Voltaire,

" that

fuch a prince (hould become the beft manner in all the north?"

Yet fuch was the mighty force of his refolution, that he gra-

dually conquered nature in this particular; and his averfion of

water was afterwards changed into an exceflive fondnefs for that

element. He had a-fon, who lived to be a man; but thi<= fon

engaging with his mother, whom Peter had divorced in 1692,
and other malcontents, in a confpiracy againft his father in 1717,
was condemned to die. He faved the executioners the trouble,

by dying a natural death : and an account of this unfortunate

prince, uith original papers, was publiihed by the czar himfelf.

The title of it, as it ftands in the fecond volume of the " Pre-

fent State of RuiHa," tranflatcd from the German, and printed
at
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at London, 1722, in 8vo, runs thus: " A Manifefto of the Cri-
minal Procefs of the Czarewitz Alexi Petrowitz, judged and

publifhed at St. Peterfburg, the 25th of June, 1718, translated
from the Ruffian Original, and printed by order of his Czariih

Majefty at the Hague, 1718." The czar compofed feveral

pieces upon naval affairs
; and his name muft be added to the

ihort catalogue of fovereigns who have favoured the public
with their writings.
The czarina, his widow, whom he nominated his fucceflbr,

was, upon his death, immediately acknowledged emprefs of
Ruffia by the feveral eftates of the empire. The hiftory of
this lady is curious and extraordinary, and therefore ought to
be related. She was born in Livonia, in 1684; and lofing her

parents, who were of low condition and poor, (he became de-
Ititute. The parifh-clerk, who kept a fchool, took her into his

houfe, and fupported her
;

till Dr. Gluck, minifter of Marien-

burg, happening to come to that village, eafed the clerk of the

girl, whom he liked exceedingly, and carried her home with
him. Dr. Gluck treated her almoft in the fame manner as if

fhe had been his own daughter ;
and not only had her taught

fpinning and fewing, but inftructed her alfo himfelf in literature

above her fex, and efpecially in the German language. At
length a Livonian ferjeant in the Swedifh army, fell pallion-

ately in love with her, and fhe agreed to marry him: but the
next day, the Ruffians made themfelves matters of Marienburg ;

and the general, calling his eyes accidentally on Catherine, and

obferving fomething very ftriking in her air and manner, took her

then under his protection, and afterwards into his fervice. Some
time after, fhe was advanced to be a houfekeeper to prince

MenzikofF, who was the general's patron; and there the czar

feeing her, me made fuchan impreffion on him, that he married
her. She was taken at Marienburg in 1702, and married to the

czar in 1710: what became of her former hufband, the ferjeant, is

not known. She was a woman of wonderful abilities and addrefs,

and in truth a very fit confort for fuch a man as Peter the Great,
It has been already obferved, in what manner fhe refcued him
from ruin by her management, when he was furroumled by the

Turks: and he feems to have made her partner of his councils

and undertakings, as well as of his bed. He mewed the high

opinion he had of her, by nominating her to fucceed him: but

fhe died in little more than two years after him. She had

feveral daughters by the czar; the youngeft of which, Eliza-

beth, after the heirs of the jlder branches were cxtint, afcended

the throne, in 1741. Voltaire, in his hiftory of Peter, has taken

occafion to fpeak of this princefs ;
and what he fays deferves to

be tranfcribed. " The lenity of this princefs has been carried

to a degree unparalleled in the hiftory of any nation. She had

promifed, that during her reign nobody mould be put to death ;

and
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amd {he has kept her word. She is the firft fovereign that ever

ihewed this regard to the human fpecies. Malefactors are

now condemned to ferve in the mines and other public works;
a regulation not lefs prudent than humane, fince it renders

their punifhment of fome advantage to the ftate. In other

countries, they only know how to put a malefactor to death,
with the apparatus of an executioner, but are not able to

prevent the commifiion of crimes. The terror of death dots

not, perhaps, make fuch an impreflion on evil-doers, who are

generally given to idlenefs, as the fear of chaftifement and hard

labour renewed every day."
PETIS DE LA'CROIX (FRANCIS), interpreter of the

Oriental languages to the French king, was fent into Turkey
and Perfia, at the age of fixteen, in order to learn thofe lan-

guages.
" Who would believe," fays Voltaire [ojj,

"
that he

ihould compofe part of the Life of Louis XIV. in Arabic, and
that this work mould be efteemed in the Eaftr" He made
feveral voyages into Africa and the Eaft, by order of the court :

he was employed in feveral negotiations abroad, and recom-

penfed for his merit by the chair of Arabic profelTor in the

Royal College. Befides the Arabic, Turkifh, Periian, and

Tartarian, he very well underftood the Ethiopian and Arme-
nian languages. He died at Paris in 1713, after having com-

piled feveral ufeful works relating to Oriental hiftory ; amour;
/others,

" The Hiftory of Gengis-iCan," which has been tranf-

Jated into English.
PETIT (SAMUEL), or PETITUS, a celebrated fcholar,

was born at Nifmes in 1594. He ftudied at Geneva, with a

iuccefs fo uncommon, that, at the age of feventeen, he was
admitted to the facred miniftry. Soon after, he was raifed to

the profeflbrmips of theology, and of Greek and Hebrew in

that city, where he palled the chief part of his life, and where
he died in December, 1645, at the age of fifty-one. He has

left behind him feveral works of great learning. For inftance,

1. "
Mifcellanea," Paris, 4to, 1630, in nine books, containing

corrections of paflages in a vaft number of ancient authors.

2. "
EclogaE Chronological," 4to, Paris, 1632. 3.

" Varias

Lecliones," 410, Paris, 1633. This is in four books, three of

which are employed on the cuftoms, ceremonies, &c. of the

Old and New Teftament. 4.
"

Leges Attica?," firft publiihed
at Paris, in 1615, but again in 1635, c. This is a work of

the higheft reputation, and has been enriched by the fubfequent
Remarks of Palmerius, Salvini, Duker, and Wefleling. 5.
Other publications of lefs confequence, but all evincing pro-
found and cxtenfive learning. His character was not lefs

amiable, than his accomplishments were extraordinary. He

[qj Eflai far 1'Hiftaiic, teflD. vii.

was
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mild and gentle in an uncommon degree. It is related of
him, that going once from curiofity into a fynagogue at Avig-
non, a Rabbin, fuppoiing himfelf- free from all danger of de-

tection, railed againit him in Hebrew, in a very grofs manner.
Petit, without any anger, coolly anfwered him in the fame
language, and thus covered the allailant with confufion. In
anfwer .to the apologies and excufes of the Jew, he

-only, in a
mild manner, exhorted him to embrace Chriitianity.
PETIT (PETER), a mathematician of France, celebrated for

his writings, and for his connections with Pafcal, Des Cartes,
Merfennus, and other great men, was born in

i598j~Rj, and fpent
the firft part of his life at Montlucon, in the diocele of Bourges,
the place of his nativity, where he cultivated from his youth
mar' einatics and philofophy. He went to Paris in 1633, whither
his reputation had travelled before him

; and was employed
on feveral occafions by cardinal Richelieu. He was commif-
fioned by this rainifter to viiit the fea-ports, had the title of the

king's engineer; and was alfo fent into Italy upon his majefty's
buiinefs. He was at Tours in 1640, and married there; and
afterwards was made intendant of the fortifications: for Hila-
rion de Cofte gives him this title, in his " Life of Merfennus,"

printed in 1649, Bai'let, in his " Life of Des Cartes," fays," That Petit had a great genius for mathematics, excelled par-

ticularly in aftronomy, and had a fmgular pailion for experi-
ment! knowledge." It was lomewhere about 1637 or 1638,
that he went to Paris, after his return from Italy, where he
heard much talk of the Dioptrics of Des Cartes. He read

them, and communicated his objections to Merfennus, with

whom he was intirmuelv acquainted: neverthelefs, he foon after

embraced the principles of Des Cartes, and became not only
the friend, but the partifaa and defender, of that philofopher.
He was alfo intimately connected with Pafcal, with whom he

made at Rouen the fame experiments concerning the vacuum,
which Torricelli had before made in Italy ;

and was aflured of

their truth by frequent repetitions. This was in 1646 and

1647. We know no other particulars- of Petit, but that he

died in 1677. He was the author of feveral works upon phy-
fical and agronomical fubjects. The firit tract he publifhed
was upon chronology, and in defence of Jofeph Scaliger. It

is entitled,
" Difcours chronologique, contenant les maximes

pour difcerner les parfaites chronologies, &c. 1636," in 410.

PETIT (PETER), another very learned Frenchman, was born

at Paris in 1617, and brought up to the profeflion of phyfic, in

which faculty he took a doctor's degree at Montpellier : but,

afterwards returning to Paris, neglected the practice of it, and

[*] JJiccron, tome xlli.

gave
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gave himfelf up entirely to the ftudy of polite literature [s],

He lived fome time with the firft president Lamoignon, as pre^

ceptor to his fons; and afterwards with monf. Nicolai, firft

prefident of the chamber of accounts, as a man of letters and

companion. He fpent the greateft part of his life in compofing ;

and had a wonderful facility with his pen, which enabled

him to write much. He was deeply read in the ancient Greek
and Latin authors, and joined to his fkill in thefe an uncommon

knowledge in philofophical matters. He died in 1687, aged

feventy, having taken a wife not long before.

He wrote much, both in verfe and profe, but in Latin only.
His firft production feems to have been, i.

" An Elegy upon
the Death of Gabriel Naude, in 1653." In 1660, he pub-
lifhed in 8vo, 2. " De motu animalium fpontaneo liber unus."

Petit was a great partifan for the Peripatetic philofophy; and,

in this as well as fome other works of the fame kind, he has

ftrenuoufly fvipported the principles of Ariftotle, and combated

thofe of L)es Cartes. 3.
"

Epiftolas Apologetics A. Menjoti
de variis feUs ampleclendis examen : ad medicos Parifienfes,

autore Adriano Scauro, D. M. 1666," 4to. Menjot had main-

tained, very reasonably one would think, that a man mould
attach himfelf to no particular fed, but take from each what-

ever he found good. This fentiment, it feems, did not pleafe

Petit, and therefore he oppofed it in this work under the ficti-

tious name of Scaurus. He published the fame year, in 8vo,
under the feigned name of Marinus Statileus, 4.

"
Apologia

pro genuitate fragmenti Satyrici Petroniani ;" which Hadrian
Valefius then, and the beft critics fince, have agreed to reject

as fpurious. Euthyphron was another aflumed name, under

which he publifhed, 5.
" De nova curandorum morborum

ratione per transfufionem fanguinis," in 1667, 410. He there

rejedts this method of cure, which was approved by many phyfi-
cians of his time, and fupports his own opinion with much
elegance and learning. In 1683, were publiftied at Utrecht,
in 8vo, 6. " Mifcellanearum Obfervationum, libri iv." Thefe
are verbal criticifms upon various authors, and mew great ac-

curacy as well as profound erudition. The feme year at Paris

came out in 8vo, 7.
" Seleclorum Poematum, libri ii. Accef-

fit Diflertatio de Furore Poetico." The Diflertation is curious,
and mews the author to have been a very ingenious man : and
the Poems have merit enough to rank him with Rapin, Menage,
and the bcft writt.-rs of modern Latin poetry. 8. " De Ama-
zonibus Diifertatio, Paris, 1685," i2mo. The edition of

Amfterdam, 1687, I2mo, is preferable, there being additions

by the author, and critical obfervations by M. de la Monnoye,

[?] Baillet's Jugenjens Jcs Sjavans, torn. v. Niceron, torn. xi.
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O. " De natura et moribus Anthropophagorum Diflertatio," at

Utrecht, 1688, 8vo. A curious and learned work. 10. ft In
tres priores Aretasi libros Commentarii: Una cum dillertatiun-
cula de Petiti vita, et copiofo in eofdem Commentarios indice,

1726," 410. It was Maittaire, who publifhed this pofthumous
work, and placed the life of Petit at the head of it.

There are feveral other works of this author, but we have
mentioned the moft important. Care muft be taken, in the
mean time, not to confound him with the preceding Peter Petit,
who was his contemporary.
PETITOT (JOHN), a celebrated painter, was born at Ge-

neva in 1607; of a father who was a fculptor and architect,
and who, alter having parted part of his life in Italy, retired to
that city. His fon was defigned to be a jeweller; and, by fre-

quent employment in enamelling, acquired fo fine a tafte, and
fo precious a tone of colouring, that Bordier, who afterwards
became his brother-in-law, advifed him to attach himfelf to

portrait, believing he might puih his art on ftill to greater

lengths ;
and though both the one and the other wanted feveral

colours which they could not bring to bear the fire, yet they
Succeeded to admiration. Petitot painted the heads and hands,,
in which his colouring was excellent; Bordier painted the hair,
the draperies, and the grounds. Thefe two friends, agreeing
in their work and their projects, fet out for Italy. The long
ftay they made there, frequenting the beft chemifts, joined to a

ftrong defire of learning, improved them in the preparation of
their colours; but the completion of their fuccefs muft be
afcribed to a journey they afterwards made to England. There

they found fir Theodore Mayerne, phyfician to Charles I. and
a great chemift

;
who had by his experiments difcovered the

principal colours to be ufed for enamel, and the proper means
of vitrifying them. Thefe by their beauty furpafled all the

enamelling of Venice and Limoges. Mayerne introduced

Petitot to the king, who retained him in his fervice, and gave
him a lodging in Whitehall. Here he painted feveral portraits
after Vandyck, in which he was guided by that excellent mafter,
who was then in London: and his advice contributed greatly to

the ability of Petitot, whofe beft pieces are after Vandyck.

King Charles often went to fee him work
;
as he took a plea-

fure both in painting and chemical experiments, to which his

phyfician had given him a turn. Petitot painted that monarch,aml

the whole royal family feveral times. The diftinguifhed favour

ftiewn him by that prince was only interrupted by his unhappy
and tragical end. This was a terrible ftroke to Petitot, who did

not quit the royal family, but followed them in their flight

to Paris, where he was looked on as one of their moft zea-

lous fervants. During the four years that Charles II. ftaytti

in
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in France, he vifited Petitot, and often eat with him. Then
it was, that his name became eminent, and that all the court

.of France grew fond of being painted in enamel. When
Charles II. returned to England, Louis XIV. retained Petitot

in his fcrvice, gave him a peniion, and a lodging in the gallery of

the Louvre. Thefe new favours, added to a coniiderable fortune

he had already acquired, encouraged him to marry in 1661.

Afterwards Bordier became his brother-in-law, and ever re-

mained in a firm union with him: they lived together, till their

families growing too numerous obliged them to feparate* Their

.friendfhip was founded on the harmony ot their fentiments and
their reciprocal merit, much more than a principle of interet't..

They had gained, as a reward for their difcoveries and their

labours, a million of livres, which they divided at Paris
;
and

they continued friends without ever having a quarrel, or even a

mifunderltanding, in the fpace of fifty years.
Petitot copied at Paris leveral portraits of Mignard and Le

Brun ; yet his talent was not only copying a portrait with an
exact refcmblance, butalfodefigning a head moft perfectly after

nature. To this he allo joined a foftnefs and livelinefs of

colouring, which will never change, and will ever render his

works valuable. He painted Louis XIV. Mary Anne of Auf-
tria his mother, and Mary Therefa his wife, feveral times. As
he was a zealous Proteftant, and full of apprehenfions at the

revocation of the edict of Nantz in 1685, he demanded the

king's permiflion to retire to Geneva; who rinding him urgent,
and fearing he mould efcape, cruelly caufed him to be arrcfted,
and fent to Fort 1'Eveque, where the bimop of Meaux was

appointed to inftruct him. Yet neither the eloquence of Bof-

fuet, nor the terrors of a dungeon could prevail. He was not

convinced, but the vexation and confinement threw him into

a fever ; of which the king being informed, ordered him to be

releafed. He no fooner found himfelf at liberty, than he efcaped
with his wife to Geneva, after a refidence at Paris of thirty-fix

years. His children remaining in that city, and fearing the

king's relentment, threw thernielves on his mercy, and implored
his protection. The king received them favourably, and told

them he could forgive an old man the whim of denring to be
buried with his fathers.

When Petitot returned to his own country, he cultivated his

art with great ardor-, and had the fatisfa&ion of preferving ta

the end of his life the efleem of all connoifTeurs. The king
and queen of Poland, delirous to have their pictures copied by
Petitot, though then above eighty, lent (he originals to Paris,

believing him to be there. The gentleman who was charged
with the commiflion went on to Geneva. The queen was repre-
fcnted on a trophy holding the king's picture. As there were

two
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two heads in the fame piece, they gave him a hundred louis
d'ors

;
and he executed it as if he had been in the flower of his

age. The concourfe of his friends, and the refort of the curious
who came to fee him, was fo great, that he was obliged to quit
Geneva, and retire to Vevay, a little town in the canton of
Berne, where he worked in quiet. He was about the picture
of his wire, when a diftemper carried him off in one day, in

1691, aged eighty-four. His life was always exemplary, and
his end was the fame. He preferved his ufual candour and eafe
of temper to his laft hour. He had feventeen children by his

marriage ;
but only one of his fons applied himfelf to paint-

ing, who fettled in London. His father fent him feveral of
his works to ferve him for models. T/h is fon is dead, and his

family is now fettled in Dublin.

Petitot may be called the inventor of painting in enamel
; for

though Bordier his brother-in-law made feveral attempts before

him, and fir Theodore Mayerne had facilitated the means of

employing the moft beautiful colours, it was (till Petitot who
completed the work ; which under his hand acquired fuch a

degree of perfection, as to furpafs miniature, and even equal
painting in oil. He made ufe of gold and diver plates, and

rarely enamelled on copper. When he firft came in vogue,
his price was twenty louis a head, which he foon raifed to

forty. His cuftom was, to carry a painter with him, who
painted the picture in oil ; after which Petitot iketched out his

work, which he always finifhed after the life. When he painted
the king of France, he took thofe pictures that moft refembled

him for his patterns; and the king afterwards gave him a fitting
or two to finifh his work. He laboured with great afiiduity,
and never laid down his pencil, but with reluclance ; faying,
that he always found new beauties in his art to charm him.

PETIVER (JAMES), a famous Englifh botanift, was con-

temporary with Plukenet ;
but the exad time of his birth is

not known, nor is much intelligence concerning him at prefent
to be obtained. His profeffion 'was that of an apothecary, to

which he was apprenticed under Mr. Feltham, then apothecary
to St. Bartholomew's hofpital [T]. When he entered into

bufmefs for himfelf, he fettled in^Alderfgate-ftreet, and there

continued for the remainder of his life. He obtained confi-

derable bufmefs, and after a time became apothecary to the

Charter-houfe. After the Tradefcants, he appears to have been

the only perfon, except Mr. Courten, and fir Hans Sloane, who
made any confiderable collection in Natural Hiitory, previous
to thofe of the prefent day. He engaged the captains and fur-

geons of (hips to bring him home fpcdrnens, and enabled them

[T] Pukney's Sketches of Bofany in EngU .'

'
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to fele& proper objects by printed dire&ions which he diftri*

buted among them. By thefe means his collection became fo

valuable that, fome time before his death, fir Hans Sloane

offered him tour thoufand pounds for it. After his death, it

was pnrchafed by the fame collector. His mufeum extended

his fame both at home and abroad. He was eleded into the

Royal Society, and, becoming acquainted with Ray, aililted

him in arranging the fecond volume of his hiflory of plants.

He died April 20, 1718, and much honour was (hewn to him
at his funeral, by the attendance ot fir Hans Sloane, and other

eminent men as pall-bearers, c.

He gave the world feveral publications on various fubjects
of natural hiftory: I.

" Mufei Petiveriani Centurias dect-m,"

1692 1703* 8vo. 2. "
Gazophylacii Naturae et Artis, De-

cades decem," folio, 1702, with 100 plates. ?. " A Cata-

logue of Mr. Ray's Englljh Herbal, illuftrated with figures,"

folio, 1713, and continued in 1715. 4. Many fmaller pub-
lications which may be found enumerated in Dr. Pultney's
book. 5. Many papers in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions, and

a material article in the third volume of Ray's work, entitled,
** Plantas rariores Chinenfes Madrafpatanje, et Africanae, a

Jacobo Petivero ad opus confummandum collatas," See. Many
of his fmaller tradls having become very fcarce, his works
were collected and publifhed, excluiive of his papers in the

Tranfaclions, in 2 vols. folio, and one 8vo, in the year 1764.
PETRARCH (FRANCIS), an Italian poet, eminent for great

genius and great learning, has been called the father of modern

poetry; and was one of the rirll among the moderns, in whom
the true fpirit and -genius of ancient literature began to revive.

His parents were of Florence, of honourable families ; and
his father was a manager in the faction of the Bianchi, which
were driven from the town by the Ncri in 1300. He retired

to Arezzo, where Petrarch was born in 1304, and not at An-
cifa, as fome have imagined. His father, after many vain

attempts to be reftored, fixed himfelf at length at Avignon[u],
then the feat of the pope : whence Petrarch, who was nine

years old, was fent to Carpentras, in order to learn grammar,
rhetoric and philofophy. He was four years at this place, and
then removed to Montpellier, where he fpent four more years
in the ftudy of the law. After that, his father fent him to

Bologna, to complete him in that fcience, which was his chief

wifh for his fon : but, alas ! the dry Itudy of the law had no
charms for Petrarch. Poetry, eloquence, and hiflory, had em-

ployed in reality the greateft part of his time and attention ;

which the father perceiving, was fo enraged, that, coming one

[o] Nincron, Homrr.es illuftr. torn, xxviii.

day
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day fuddenly into his chamber, and finding a heap of ancient

Latin authors by him, he flung them all into the fire, except
Virgil and Cicero, whom, at the earned intefceffion of his

fon, he fpared.

Lofmg his mother in 1324, and his father the year after,
Petrarch returned to Avignon to fettle his affairs

; and foon
after purchafed a very retired but very agreeable country-houfe,
called Vauclufe, about five miles eaft of that city, where he paired
a good part of every year. Here, in 1327, he commenced an
amour with a beautiful young damfel, named Laura, who lived

in the neighbourhood, and whom he has made famous by his

poetry. His relidence at Vauclufe was fometimes interrupted

by travels. He went to Paris, whence he palled to Flanders
;

then into Germany, and laftly to Rome. At his return to

Avignon, he was prevailed upon to enter into the fervice of

pope John XXII. who employed him in feveral important
tranfadions both in France and at Rome. Mornay, in his
'

Hiftory of the Papacy," fays, that Petrarch, whom he calls

Lumenfeculifui,
" a very bright ftar fhining in an age of dark-

nefs [xj," might have had any thing, if he would only have

flattered the popes : and Bayle quotes an author, who relates,

that he loft a cardinal's cap, becaufe he would not con fen t that

his filler fhould be miftrefs to pope Benedict XII. who was ex-

tremely taken with her, and who at length obtained her by the

management of another brother. However this \vas, Petrarch

was not fond of a court life : he feems to have had too much

integrity and generoiity in his nature to be fit for it
;

fo that

he retired to Vauclufe, where he devoted himfelf wholly to

reading, to composition, and to Laura. He compofed a Latin

poem, called " Africa:" which, though a very crude per-

formance, and faulty both in latinity and mcafure, appeared
a prodigy in thofe days of ignorance; and made his name fo

famous, that the fenate of Rome and the univerlity of Paris

both invited him at the fame time, to. go and receive the

poetic crown. He went to Rome in 1341, where that honour

was conferred upon him with great folemnity.
From Rome he went to Parma, and foon after to Vauclufe ;

where he gratified his prevailing pallion, which was the love of"

books and folitude. Yet, in I343> he was called out by pope
Clement VI. who fent him to compliment queen Joan of Na-

ples, upon her acceflion to the crown. He went again into

Italy in 1348, to vifit fome nobles at Verona; and he was there,

when news of the death of his dearcft Laura was brought him.

He was infinitely afflicted with it; arid immortalized his grief

by a great number of verfes written in her praife. Laura

[x] Nouvclic* de la Republ. d Lettret. Fev. 1586.
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feems to have been to Petrarch, what Stella was to Swift ;

if we r^ay take the word of Petrarch himfelf, who allures

us, that his love for her was of the pureft kind
; although

fume have pretended, that it was not altogether fpiritual. He
went to Avignon in 1349; to the jubilee at Rome in 1350;
and thence to his folitude at Vaiiclufe; which growing pro-

bably difagreeable for want of Laura, he finally quitted in

13^2. He went to Milan, where he entered into the fervice

of the Vifconti, who {hewed him great kindnefs, and employed
him in embaffies and affairs of importance for the following
ten years. The remainder of his life was fpent in continual

jonrneyings, fometimes to Parma, fometimes to Padua, as well

as to Ferrara and Venice. He was at Venice in 1364, when
Boccace came from Florence to affure him, that he was reftored

by the republic to the eftate of his father, which had been

forfeited; and had leave to return and fettle there.
(

The offer

pleafed him much, but came too late: he was then grown old

and infirm, and io fubject to fainting fits, that he was once at

Ferrara fuppofed to be dead for three hours. He chofe to

retire to Padua, for the fake of being near his patron Francis

de Carrara, who had given him an agreeable country-houfe,
about ten miles from the town, called Arqua ;

and at this place
he died in July, 1374, aged feventy. He was an eccleiiaftic,

had a canonry or two, and an archdeaconry, but never entered

into the order of priefts. He had a natural daughter, not by
Laura, but by a young lady of a good family, whofe hufband

became his fole executor. He was a man of many virtues :

he neither defired nor defpifed riches; and if he loved fame, it

was with moderation, and without any of that anxiety and

folicitude, which often makes the purfuers of it miferable.

A faying ot his is recorded, which deferves to be mentioned fvj :

it was, that " no greater evil can happen to a man, than to ue

made a pope." Hadrian VI. afterwards felt the truth of it,

as appears from the infcription he ordered upon his tomb :

" Here lies Hadrian VI. who thought nothing in life more
unfortunate, than that he was appointed to govern."
As to his literary character, no man was ever more efleemed

and honoured, than Petrarch
;
and indeed with reafon, for he

was a very extraordinary man. His various knowledge made
him juftly regarded as the firii fchobr of an age, the darknefs
and barbarifm of which he contributed much to diifipate, by
re-eftablifhing letters and the art of writing. The great
number of works, in profe as well as poetry, which he com-

pofed, both in Latin and Italian, fhew a wonderful fruitfulnefs

of-jnvention. He excelled in Italian poetry; his Latin is not

[Y] Bloom's Cenfura Authorum.
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fo good. His profe works alfo are inferior to his poetry; yet
there appears great eloquence in all he wrote : nor is the Latin
bad, if we confider, that he was the firft who attempted to
refcue letters from Gothic ignorance and barbarity. Erafmu*

faysfz],
" that he was a great, a knowing, and an eloquent

man, but that his language favours of the age he wrote in."
He adds, that "Petrarch was fcarcely read in his time; and
therefore we cannot wonder, if he is not much regarded in
ours." There are, nevertheless, things in him, which may well

enough ainufe a curious man; and fortieth ing much higher may
be faid of his Italian poetry, which is indeed excellent. The
firft complete collection of his works was at Bafil, 1581, in
four volumes, folio : the fourth volume contains his Italian

compoiitions.
Niceron relates, that more than five and twenty perfons

have written the life of Petrarch; but that he himfelf has fol-

lowed that of M. Muratori, prefixed to Petrarch's Italian poems,
printed at Mndena, 1711, in 410, as being the moft exadt.

PETRONIUS ARBITER (Tirusj, a polite writer and
critic of antiquity, who flourifhed in the reign of Nero; and
of whom there remains a confiderable fragment of a piece in

verfe and profe, entitled,
"

Satyricon, or a kind of Menip-
pean Satire." He was a Roman knfght, of an ancient family;
and, after an education fuitable to his quality, made his ap-
pearance in the court of Claudius. Here he found a way of

living agreeable to his temper, which was voluptuous [A] ;

although he is reprefented to have had too much delicacy in his

nature, to reliih the brutalities of love like Meflalina, or thofe

of gluttony and drunkennefs with Claudius. He feems to have

taken a relifn of both, rather to gratify his curiofity than his

fcnfes
; and, inftead of a prodigal or debauchee, is rather to be

conlidered as a nice and learned artiit in the fcience of volup-
tuoufnefs. So fays Tacitus at leaft, by whom his character^

and the occafion and manner of his death, which were all very-

extraordinary, are finely drawn [B] ;
that is, fuppoiing him to

be the very perfon there mentioned, which, though doubted

by Lipfius [cj and other critics, is now the moft prevailing

opinion.
When Petronius had thus patted his youth in gaiety and plea-

fure, he was, either through the favour of Nero, or his own merit*

lent proconful toBithynia; where this man of pleafure, like

another Maecenas* fhewed himfelf capable of the clofeft appli-
cation to bufinefs, and performed all the duties of an able

magiftrate; He was afterwards, as Tacitus fays, chofen conful,

z] In Ciceronhno. [A] Vie de Pctronc Arbitrc par St. EVremond.

sj Annal. lib. *vi. [c] Lipl". not. in lot.
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7>erhaps extraordinarily for fome months, as- was ufual, when
the conful died within the year of his office, which was never
left vacant. There is fome reafon to fup^ofe this, becaufe

\ve do not find his name in any Hits of the confnls; and yet
r-he authority of- Tacitus,, who fays he was coniul, nutit nor
he queiiioned,. TKe r-ime of his con fu late being expired, he

relapfed into his former manner or living ;
and either became

vicious from his own inclination, ory out of a delire to plealc

Nero,-- ft rove to appear fo: ^ revolutus in. vitia,. fen vitiorum

irnitutionem," fays Tacitus. Hence he became loon one of

tiie emperor's confidants., and,, as the fame hiitorian infmuatcs,
received the fcirnara'e oi? Arbiter, becaufe Nero thought none
of hi* plea fires elegant or well fencud, which ware not either

contrived or approved by Pct-POnias.

Thus he ad'*d' for fome time under Nero, as intendant

of his pleasures : a-nd fchus, poHefiing great favour with the

emperor, ftood expofed t?o t&e envy and hatred of Tigellinus;
who, fays Tacitus,, wasr as it were, his rival and faperio? in

the fcience of pleasure- Tftat jealous and felfifh favourite,,

xtfolved therefore to ruin him,, which by various infmuations

at firit, and falfe accusations afterwards, he gradually effected.

For, knowing emeky to be the prevailing paiiion of this prince^
he Insinuated that Pefronius vvaa too intima-fe wirh Scevinus,
not to be dipped in Fife's confpiracy; and then luborned one
of his (laves to fwear againft fiim, deprived him of all means
of juflifying himfelf, and i-mp-rifoned &he great'cft part of his

domeftics,- Fetronius was put into confinement at Cum;r r

whither he had attended the emperor in his journey to Cam-
pania ; but foon refolved to end his hopfes and fears by a vblun-r

tary death, which however he was unwilling to have thought

precipitate. He opened his veins,.therefore,- and then doled,

them again : he did this more than onc^,- at intervals converf-

ing with his friends, not in a folemn manner on lerious and

profound fubjecls,. the immortality of the foiil, or the princi-

ples and fayings of the philolophers 'about if, bcit in a pleafant
and jocofe way, they repeating to him fongs and verfes upon
diverting fubjecls.. In ilvort, he llept r he travelled, rewarded

forne, and pHinifhed others of his dome-flics ; affecTing to do ali

the ordinary offices of lfft.% uhat his death mii'ht not feeni

forced, but accidental. When ne made his will,, he did noC

compliment Nero or Ti'gellinus, or any of trhe great me/*

hi power, as was then the common praitice y with a legacy j.

feut having: defcri'bed, uacler the feig-ned cSiaraclers of vile de-

o;>uchces, all the infamous lewdneis and obfcene plealures of

Nero, fent the book fealed up to him, breaking the feal m
pieces, that no ufe might be made of it afterwards in difcover-

ifig the author. Tacitus adds,, thai the emperor was much

perplexed
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perplexed in conjecturing, how his no&urnal beftialities came
to be Co well known; and that at length his fufpicions fettled

upon Silia, a fenator's wife, who having always been one of
his party, and being intimate with Fetronius, was doomed to

banilhment, on pretence that me had not concealed what Ihe

had teen and -partaken. The manner of Pe'tronius's death had
a ft-rangf mixture of conftancy and extravagance, and certainly
not a lirtle of vanity and affectation, although Tacitus Teems
to relate it with sppjaufe

and admivatioa. He died in the year
of Rome 8-17, of Ch-rift 65'-; an, as is fuppoted, about rifty

years old.

It does not appear, what put 'him firft -upon writing his
"

Satyricon," -nor very dearly, what was his deftgn in it. Hi*
admirers fay, that he meant to expofe the luxury and de-

bauchery of the court : it may be fo, but it is ftrange, as one
cfbferves! nj, that he mould ctioofe to do it in fuch a manner.;
for it is manifeft, that he fpeaks of the -Tnoft infamous ats of
lewdnefs with too great a fatrsfaftion to be thought a reformer :

it would be more .naHrucal to imagine, that he has likewife drawn
'his own .pidiare among tfoo'fe of -the other debauchees of that

court and age.. In fhort, his fatlre i-s fuch a medley of virtue

and vice, that it is difficult to determine whac he condemns or

-what he approves, -In t'he mean -time he :had a fine genius, and
knew- .perfectly how to enter into e.r

ery diaradter he intended

to commend or ex.pofe^ and bv joining the humour of Plar.tus

to the elequence of Cicero, formed thence a moft lively and

elegant ftyle
and manner, in which the perfection of the Roman

urbanity appears. All the learned, and men of tafte, have

agreed in their enloghnns of him, at the fame time that they
iiare condemned the marvellous obfcenities with which his

v/"fk abonnds. He has ufually been ranked among the critics

of
ant-icjuity, and is mentioned by Pope in particular with

jHorace, DionyHus MalicarnatTeus, Quintilian, and Longinus.
"

Fancy and art in gay Petronius plenfe,

The fchoiar's learning, with the courtier's eafe."

Eilay onCriticifm, ver. 667.

Not that he has delivered any thing in the formal didartic way
of criticifm, but only occalionally thrown out fume few re-

marks in the courfe of his work, which however rhew him
to have been fuflkicntly intitled to the character and merits of

a juft critic.

Salmafius and others are of opinion, that the prcfent frag-

ments of Petronius are merely cxcerptn, or paflages tranfcribed

by iome (Indent, who picked out what pleafed him befl, and

ihat the original and entire copies are loft. Nothing certain

FJ] Crydus's Lives of the Roman poets.
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of this nature can be known

; but, if Salmafius conjectures

rightly, he muft have been a very licentious ftudent, who found
his pleafure in the moft indecent paifages. A confuierable frag
ment of Petronius was pretended to be found at Trau in Dai-

matia, by a phyfician, about the middle of the laft century; and

this occafioned a controverfy among the critics, of which there

js fome account in Spoil's Voyagus, who vifited that phyfician,
and faw the manufcript. The fragment, however, is upon
the whole, rejected as a forgery. Many learned men have

written notes, and much critical labour has been bellowed upon
this author; whence there are various editions of him, the beft

of which is fuppoftd to be that of Peter Btirman, at Utrecht,
in 1709, 2 vols. 410.

PETTY (WILLIAM), a fingular inflance of an univerfal

practical genius, was the elder fon of Anthony Petty, a clo;hier

at Rumfey, a fmall fea-port town in Hampshire, where he was

born May 16, 1623. It is hard to determine, whether the

courfe of his education was directed more by his father or him-

felf : for being carried in his infancy, by the bent of genius and

inclination, to view the common mechanics at work, he prefently
took up the tools himfelf; and foon learnt to handle them with fuch

dexterity, that at twelve years of age he had attained a fkill in

each trade, not much inferior to that of the ordinary workmen.
After this, he went to the gram mar- fchpol at Rumfey ;

where

(if we may believe his own account) he not only acquired a

competent readinefs in the Latin, Greek, and French Ian-

guages [E], but alfo became mailer of all the rules of common
arithmetic, practical geometry, dialing, and the agronomical

part of navigation, in three years time. Thus intruded in

literature, and the knowledge of feveral mechanical arts, he

removed at fiiteen to the univcrfity of Caen in Normandy ; and
after fome flay there, returning to England, was preferred in

the navy; where, by the time he was twenty,
" he had," to

ufe his own words,
"

gotten up about threefcore pounds, with as

much mathematics as any one of his age was known to have

had." Having thus made a purfe, which, in the hands of fuch

a manager, was a fufficient fund to fupport the cxpence of tra-

^elling abroad, he refolved to ufe it that way for further improve-
ment in his ftudies. He began now to turn his thoughts to

phyfic; and it was chiefly to get an inlight into that art, that in

1643 he vifited Leyden, Utrecht, Amflerdam, and Paris [F]. He

fpent
three years in foreign countries, and maintained his brother

Anthony (whom he had taken with him to breed up) as well as

FE] In his Will, dated May a, 1685. to him, and readily gave him his a/Ti:>-

[*-] Here ftudying anatomy, he read ance, See his Wi:l, dated May 4, 1685.
wkhHobbes, whowa* very kind

himfelf i
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;
and yet brought home to Rumfey, in 1646, about lol.

more than he carried out of it in 1643.
The following year, having invented an inftrument for dou-

ble writing [G], he obtained a patent from the parliament for

the fole teaching of that art for feventeen years. Though this

project (however promifing in the theory] did not turn to any
great account in itfelf, yet by this means our author was brought
into the knowledge of the leading men. of thofe times

; and ob-

ferving their proceedings at Oxford, he refolved to lay hold of
the opportunity of fixing himfelf there. Having therefore

written his " Advice to Mr. Hartlib for the Advancement of

Learning," he went thither in 1648, and at firft was employed
by their anatomy profelTbr as his aliiftant. In the mean time,
he pra6tifed phyfic and chemiftry with good fuccefs; and rofc

into fuch reputation, that
'

the philofophical meetings [H]
which preceded the Royal Society> were firft held (for the molt

part) at his lodgings: and by a parliamentary recommendation
he was put into a fellowfhip of Brazen-nofe college, in the place
of one of the ejecled fellows, and created dotor of phyfic,
March 7, 1649. He was admitted a candidate of the College
of Phyficians, June the 25th, 1650. The fame year, he was

chiefly concerned in the recovery of a woman who had been

hanged at Oxford, for the fuppofed murder of her baftard

child [i]. Jan. I, 1651, he was made profefTor of anatomy;
and,

[c] In an advertifem?nt prefixed to his
" Advice to Mr. Sami'sl Hartlib," he

calls it,
" an inftrument of fmall bulk

an-.) price, eafily made, and very durable
j

whereby any man, even at the firft fight
*nd handling, may write two rcfembling

copies of the fame thing at once, as fer-

vicciibly and as faft (allowing two lines

upon each page for fctting the initruments)
as by the ordinary way, of what nature,

or in what cha/adler, or what matter fo~

cver, as paper, parchment, a book, &c. the

faid writing ought to be made upon."
Ruihworth alfo, having mentioned the pa-
tent for teaching this art, tranfcribei nearly
our author's words; and fays,

" It might
be learnt i.i an hour's practice, and that it

was of great advantage to lawyers, fcri-

veners, merchants, fchol.irs, regiftcrs,

clerks, fee. it faring the labour of exa-'

mination, difcovering or preventing falfi-

fication, and performing the whole bufi-

nefs of writing, as with cafe and fpeed,
fa with privacy alfo." The additional

fatigue occafioned to the hand, by the in-

creafe of weight above that of a pen, ren-

dered this project ufelefs as to the chief

advantage propofed, that of expedition in

N

writing : but it fecms to have been applied
with fome alterations refpefting that de-

fign, to the bufinefs of drawing ;
the in-

ftrument for which is too well known to

need any defcription here.

[H] See Dr. Wallis's account of thefe

mee.ings in Herne's preface to Langtoft's
Chron. vol. i. p. 163.

[i] This was one Anne Green, exe-

cuted at Oxford, Dec. 14, 1650. The

ftory is, that Die was hanged by the neck
near half" an hour ;

fome of her friends,

in the mean time, thumping her on the

breaft, others hanging with all their weight

upon her legs, fomc-tiines lifting her up,
and then pulling her down ajjain with a

fuddcn jerk, thereby the fooner to dif-

pacc'u her out of her pain. After flie was

in her coffin, being obferved to breathe, a

luity fcllcw llamped with all his force on

her bre.ill and ft >mudi, to put her out ol

her pain ;
but by the aflifta.ia: of the doctor.

Petty, Willis, Bathurft, and Clarke, Ac
was again brought to life.

"
I myfelf,"

fiys Derham, " faw her many years after

that. She had, I heard, born divers chil-

dren." Fhyfico-Theol. Sec alfo a printed

account of it, entitled,
" News from the
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and, Feb. 7, mufic-profefibr at Grefham-college, by the in-

tereft of his friend Dr. Graunt. In 1652, he was appointed

phyfician to the army in- Ireland ;
he was likevvife phyfician to

three lords lieutenants fucceflively, Lambert, Fleeuvood, ar.d

Henry Cromwell.
Some time after his fettlement in Ireland [~K], having ob-

ferved, that, after the rebellion there in 1641, the lands for-

feited thereby, which had been adjudged to the foldiers who

fupprelTed it, were very infufficiently meafurcd, he reprefcnted
the matter to the perfons then in power, who granted him a

contract, dated Dec. n, 1654, to make the admeafurements

anew; and thefe he finifhed with fuch cxa&neft, that there was
no eftate of 6ol. per annum, arid upwards, which was not dif.

tin&ly marked in its true value, maps being likewife made by
him of the whole. By this contrail he gained a very confider-

able fum of money. Befules 2os. a day, which he received

during the performance, he had a'.foa penny an acre by agreement
with the foldiers: and it appears from an order of government,
dated at the caftle of Dublin, I9th March, 1655, that he had

then furveyed 2,008,000 acres of forfeited profitable land. He
was likewife one of the com in iffioners for fetting nut the lands

to the army, after they were fun-eyed. When Henry Crom-
well obtained the lieutenancy of that kingdom in 1655, he

made the doctor his fecretary, appointed him a clerk of the

council there in 16^7, and procured him to be elected a burgcfs
for Weft Looe in Cornwall, in Richard Cromwell's parliament,
xvhich met Jan. 27, 1658. March the 251)1 following, fir

Hierpm Sankey, member for Woodftock in Oxfordfntre, im-

peached him for high crimes and mifdemeanors, in the execution

of his office. This brought him into. England, when appearing
in the Houfe of Commons, April the iQth, he anfwered to tho

charge on the 21 ft
;
to which his profecutors replying, the matter

was adjourned ;
and it never came to an iflue, that parliament

being fuddenly di Solved the next day. Henry Cromweil had

written a letter to ilcretary Thurloe, dated the nth of that

month, in Ins favour, as follows: "
Sir, I have heretofore told

you my thoughts of Dr. Petty, and am ftill of the fame opinion :

and, if fir Hierom Sankey do not run him down with numbers
and noife of adventurers, and fuch other Ijke concerned perfons,
I believe the parliament will find him as J have reprefcnted.
He has curioully deceived me thefc four years, if he be a knave.

I am fure the juntos of them, who are rnoft bufy, are not men
of the quieten; temper. I do not expeil you will have leifure.

Dead," &c. edit. 16515 v/ith verfes on the
[
K~! Rrflcftions upon fnmc perfons an4

ccc::/ "hi;
1

.,

or
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or fee caufe, to appear much for him
; wherefore this is oiilv to

let you underfiand my prefent thoughts of him. The acl'ive-

ncfs of Robert Reynolds and others in this buUnefs, (hews, that

Petty is not the only mark aimed at."

Upon his return to Ireland foon after, fome further endeavours

being ufed to pulh on a profecution, Petty publilhed the fame

year,
" A Brief of the Proceedings between iir Hierom Sankcy

and the author, with the S:ate of the Controverfy between them,"
in three meets; which was followed by

" Reflections upon
fome Perfons and Things in Ireland," &c. He came again to

England; and brought a very warm application in his favour
from the lord-lieutenant, in thefe terms: "

Sir, the bearer, Dr.

Petty, hath been my fecretary, and clerk of the council here in.

Ireland, and is one whom I have known to be an honelt and

ingenious man. He is like to fall into fome trouble from fome
who envy him. J defire you to be acquainted with him, and
to afiift him, wherein he (hall reafonably deiire it. Great en-

deavours have been ufed to beget prejudice againft him
; but

when you fpeak with him, he will appear otherwife." Not-

withftanding this, he was removed from his public employments
in June. This year, 1659, he became a member of the Rota
Club at ?\liles's coffee-houfe in Nevv-Palace-yard, Wettminlter

; but returned to Ireland not long after Chriitmas, and

ihiyed there till the Reftoration of Charles II. He then came
into England, and was received very graciouily by his majefty ;

and, religning his profdlbrfhip at Grelhum, was made one of

the commiilioners of the Court of Claims. April n, 1661, he

received thf honour of knighthood, and the grant of a new

patent, conltituting him furvcyor-general of Ireland; and was
ch'.'fen a member of parliament there. Upon the foundation of

the Royal Society, he was one of the firft members, and of the

firft council eftabliihcd therein; and, though he had left off the

practice of phyfic, yet his name appears in the lift of the fcl-

}(!ws in the new charter of the college of phyiicians in 1663;.

About this time he invented his double-bottomed fhip, to fail

againft wind and tide, which occafioned much difcourfe. He
afterwards gave a model of this fhip to the Royal Society, which

is (till in their repolitory ;
to whom alfo, in 1665, he commu-

nicated " A Difcourfe about the Building of Ships," containing
fome curious fecrets in that art. This was taken away by lord

Brounker, who kept it in his poflellion till 1682, and probably
till his death, faying, it was too great an arcanum of Hate to be

Commonly perufcd. Sir William's ftiip performed one voyage

[L] The fchcme of this club was, thu members of parliament ftiould be annually

ajl officers of ftate fhould be chofen by changed by rotation. See WuoJ's Faiti,

Balloting, and the time limited for holding vol. ii.

t^eir
j.-i

ices
;
and that a cetuin number of

fronj
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from Dublin to HoTyhead, into which narrow harbour ftie turned

in againft wind and tide, July 1663.
In 1666, fir William drew up his treatife, called " Verbum

Sapienti," containing an account of the wealth and expences
ot England, and the method of raffing taxes in the moil equal
manner; fhewing likewife, that England can bear the charge
of four millions per annum, when the occafions of the govern-
ment require it ! The fame year, 1666, he fuffered a confidcr-

able lofs by the fire of London
; having purchafed, feveral years

before, the earl of Arundel's houfe and gardens, and erected

buildings in the garden, called Token-honfe, which were for

the moil part deltroyed by that dreadftil conflagration. In

1667, he married Elizabeth, daughter to fir Hardreffe Waller,

Inight, and relic! of fir Maurice Fenton, baronet
;
and after-

wards fet up iron works, and a pikhard-fifhery, opened lead-

mines, and commenced a timber trade in Kerry, which turned

to very good account. Mean while, he found time to confidcr

other fubjeds of general utility, and communicated them to the

Royal Society. He compofed a piece of Latin poetry, and

pnblifhed it at London 1679, in two folio fheets, under the

name of " GafT. Aur. Manutius," with the title of *' Collo-

quium Davidis cum anima fua, accinente paraphrafi in civ.

Pfahnum de magnalibus Dei." As he had before, in the fpirit
ot a loyal fubjed, ufed his endeavours to encourage a chearful

readinefs to fupport the expence of the war againlt the Dutch,
fo he conceived a generous indignation at the finifter practices
of the French, to raife disturbances in England, increafe our

divifions, and corrupt the parliament at this time. It was in

order to prevent, as far as he could, the mi (chiefs of thefe

French politics, that he pnblifhed, in 1680, a piece called
" The Politician Discovered," &c. and the like patriotic fpirit

incited him afterwards to write feveral eflTays
in political arith-

metic ; wherein, from a view of the natural Strength both of

England and Ireland, he fnggefts a method of improving each

by induflry and frugality, fo as to be a match for, or even

fuperior to, cither of her neighbours. Upon the firll meeting
of the Philofophical Society at Dublin, after the plan of that

at London, every thing was Submitted to his direction ;. and,
when it was formed into a regular focicty, he was choien pre-
fident, Nov. 1684. Upon this occafion he drew up a " Cata-

logue of mean, vulgar, cheap, and limple Experiments" [M],
proper for the infant (late of the focicty, and prefented it to

them; as he did alfo his "
Supellex Philofophica," confiSting

of forty-five instruments requiiite to carry on the defi^n of their

institution. In 1685, he made his will; wherein he declares,

[K] This is printed in Phil. Tranf. No. 167.

that.
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that, being then about 60, his views were fixed upon improving
his lands in Ireland, and to promote the trade of iron, lead,
marble, fifh and timber, whereof his eftate was capable. As
for (Indies and experiments,

"
I think now," fays he,

" to
confine the fame to the anatomy of the people, and political

arithmetic; alfo to the improvement of fliips, land-carriages.,
guns, and pumps, as of mod ufe to mankind, not blaming the

ftudy of other men." But, a few years after, all his purfuits
were determined by the effedls of a gangrene in his foot, occa-
fioned by the fwclling of the gout, which put a period to his

life, at his houfe in Piccadilly, Weftminfter, Dec. 16, 1687, m
his 651!! year. His body was carried to Rumfey, and there

interred, near thofe of his parents FNJ.
The character of his genius is fufficiently feen in his writ-

ings, which are obferved to be very numerous. Among thefe,
it is faid, he wrote the hiltory of his own life [o] ; which, no

doubt, contained a full account of his political and religious

principles, as may be conjectured from what he has left us

upon thofe fubjects in his Will. In that he has thefe remark-
able words :

" As for legacies to the poor, I am at a ftand
;

and for beggars by trade and election, 1 give them nothing: as

for impotents by the hand of God, the public ought to main-
tain them : as for thofe who can get no work, the magiftrates
mould caufe them to be employed ;

which may be well done

in Ireland, where are fifteen acres of improveable land for

every head : as for prifoners for crimes by the king, or for debt

by their profecutors, thofe who compaffionate the fufferings of

any object, let them relieve themfelves, by relieving fuch fuf-

ferers ;
that is, give them alms [p], &c. I am contented, that

J have afMed all my poor relations, and put many into a way
of getting their own bread, and have laboured in public works

and inventions, and have fought out real objects of charity; and

do hereby conjure all, who partake of my eftate, from time to

time to do the fame at their peril. Neverthelefs, to anfwer

cuflom, and to take the fure fide, I give twenty pounds to the

mofl wanting of the parifh wherein I die." As for his reli-

gion, he fays,
"

I die in the profellion of that faith, and in

the practice of fuch worfhip, as I find efbbliihcd by the laws

of my country ; not being able to believe what I myfelf pleafe,

nor to wormip God better than by doing as I would be done

[N] There was hid over his grave only [o] Wood. Athen. Ox. vol. ii. cap.

aflat ftone on the pavement, with this 811. who fays it came into the hands of

fhort infcription, cut by an illiterate work- his brother-in-law Mr. Waller.

inan
. [P] In the town of R'-^fey thc IS

HERE LAVES houfe, which was given by him for the

SIR WILLIAM mainti-aince of a charity-fchool ;
the rent

P E T T Y. * which is ftill applied to chat ufe.

Ward, p. iaa.

unto,
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unto, and obftrving the laws of my country, and expreffing

my love and honour to Almighty God, by fuch iigns and tokens

as are underftood to be fuch by tjhe people \\ith whom I live."

He died poifeffed of a very large fortune, as appears by his

Will; where he makes his real eftate about 6500!. per ami.

his perfonal eftate about 45,000!. his bad and defperate debts

30,000!. and the demonftrable improvement's of his Irilh eftate,

4000!. per annum; in all, at fix per cent, intereft, 15,000!.

per anmim. This eftate came to his family* which conhfted

of his widow and three children, Charles, Henry, and Anne :

of whom Charles was created baron of Shelbourne, in the

county of Waterford in Ireland, by king William III.; but

dying withoait ifme, was fueceeded by his younger brother

Henry, who was created vifcount Dunkeron, in the county of

Kerry in that kingdom, and earl of Shelbourne, Feb. 1 1, 1718.
He marri-ed the lady Arabella Boyle, fitter to Charles earl of

Cork, who brought him feveral children. He was member of

parliament for Great Marlow in Buckinghamshire, a fellow of

the Royal Society; and died April 17, 1751. Anne was mar-
ried to Thomas Fitz-Morris, baron of Kerry and Lixnaw, and
died in Ireland, anno 1737-
The variety of purfuits, in which fir William Petty was

engaged, {hews him to have had a genius capable of any thing,
to which he chofc to apply it : and it is very extraordinary,
that a man of fo aclive and tnify a fpirit could find time to

write fo many things, as it appears he did, by the following
catalogue: i.

" Advice to Mr. S, Harttib, &c. 1648,
:<

4to..

2.
" A Brief of Proceedings between Sir Hicrom Sankcy and

the Author, &:c. 1659," foi, 3.
" Reflections upon fome Per-

fons and Things in Ireland, isrc. 1660," 8vo. 4.
" A Treat ife

of Taxes and Contribution, &c. 1662, 1667, 1685,"' 4to, all

without the author's name. This lait was republifhecl, in i 690,
with two other anonymous pieces,

" The Privileges and Prac-
tice of Parliaments," and,

" The Politician Difcovered ;" with
a new title-page, wiiere they are all faicl to be written by fir

William, which, as to the firft, is a miftake. 5.
*'

Apparatus
to the Hiftory of the common Pratlice of Dying," printed in

Sprat's Hiftory of the R. S. 1667. 6. " A Difcourfe con-

cerning the Life of Duplicate Proportion, together with a new
Hypothecs of fpringing or elaftic Motions, 1674," i2mo. See
an account of it in *' Phil. Tranf." No. cix. and a cenfure of
it in " Dr. Barlow's Genuine Remains," p. 151. 1693, 8vo.

7.
"
Colloquium Davidis cum anima fua, &c. 1679," folio.

8. " The Politician difcovered, &c. 1681," 4to. 9.
"

AIJL

EfTay in Political Arithmttic, &c. 1682," 8vo. 10. 'f Obfer-
vations upon the [>\iblin Bills of Mortality in 1681, <\'C. 1683."
Svo. ii. " An Account of fome Experiments relating to Land-
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carriage, Phil. Tranf. No.clxi." 12. " Some Queries, where-

by to examine Mineral Waters, ibid. No. clxvi." 13.
" A

Catalogue of mean, vulgar, cheap,, and fimple Experiments,
cS:c. ibid. No. clxvii." 14.

"
Maps of Ireland, being an

actual Survey of the whole Kingdom, Sec. 1685," folio. N.B.
Sir William has inierted fome maps of lands and counties, fur-

vcyed by others,, and not by himfelf. 15,
*' An Eifay con-

cerning the Multiplication of Mankind, 1686," 8vo.
'

N.B.
The Eilay is not printed here, but only the fubftance of it.

1 6. "A further Alfertion, concerning the Magnitude of Lon-
don, vindicating it from the Objections of the French," Phil.

Tranf. clxxxv. 17
" Two. Eifays in Political Arithmetic,

&c. 1687," SVQ. An extract of thefe is in Phil. Tranf. No.
clxxxiii. 1 8. " Five Eilays in Political Arithmetic, &c.

1687," 8vo. printed in French and Englifh- on oppofite pages.

19.
" Obfervations upon London and Rome, 1687," 8vo, three

leaves. His pofthumons pieces are, i.
" Political Arithmetic,

&c. i690,
:>

8vo, and 1755, with his Life prefixed; and a
Letter of his never before printed. 2. " The Political

Anatomy of Ireland," to which is added,
" Verburn Sapienti,

1691, 1719." In the title-page of the fecond edition, this

treatife is called ".Sir William Petty's Political Survey of Ire-

land." This latter was criticized in " A Letter from a Gen-
tleman, &c. 1692," 410. 3.

" A Treatife of Naval Philofophy,
in three Parts, &c." printed at the end of " An Account of
itveral new Inventions,. &c. in a Difcourfe by way of Letter

to the Earl of Marlborough, Sec. 1691," i2ino. Wood fuf-

pecls thrs may be the fame with the clifcourfe about the build-

ing of Ihips, mentioned above, to be many years in the hands

of Lord Brocmker. 4.
*' What a complete Treatife of Navi-

gation fhould contain/'' Phil. Tranf. No. cxcviii. This was
drawn up in the year 1685. Be fides thefe, the following are

printed in Birch's Hiit. of the R. S. i. "A Difcourfe of

snaking Cloth and Sheeps Wool." This contains the hirtory
of the clothing trade, as No. 5. above does that of dying; and

he purpoled to have done the like in other trades : in which

clefigu fome other members of the fociety engaged alio at that

time. 2.
"

Supellex Philofophica."
PEUCER (GASTARD), a celebrated phyfrcian and mathema-

tician, was born at Bautzen in Lufatia in 1525, and became a

dodor, and profeflbr of medicine at Wirtemberg. He married

a daughter of Melanclhon, whofe principles he contributed to

diffufe, and whofe works he publifhed at Wirtemberg in 1601,

in five volumes folio. He had an extreme ardour for ftudy.

Being for ten years in clofe imprifonment, on account ot his

opinions, he wrote his thoughts on the margins of old books,

which they gave him for amufement, making his ink of burnt

crufts
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crufts of bread, infufcd in wine. He died, at 78, on the 251!?

of September, 1602. He wrote feveral trads. i.
" De pne-

cipuis divinationum generibus," 4to, 1584. 2.
" Methodus

curandi morbos internes," Francfort, 1614, 8vo. 3.
" De

Febribus," 1614, 4to. 4.
" Vitas illuftrium medicorum."

5.
"

Hypothefes aftonomica?/' 6 " Les noms des Monnoiesy
des Poids et Mefures," 8vo. His character, as drawn by him-

felf, is that of a man who did no injury to any one, but, on the

contrary, gave all the aid in his power to all who might require
it. For thefe things he calls God to witnefs.

PEUTINGER ^CONRAD), a celebrated fcholar, was born at

Augfburg in 1465, and lludied fuccefsfuHy in the principal
cities of Italy. When he returned home he was appointed

fecretary to the fenate of Augfourg, and employed by that body-
in the diets of the empire, and in the various courts of Europe,
In his private character he conferred happihefs on an excellent

and learned wife; and, in his public, was alway rendering
eflential fervices to his country. This excellent citizen died at

82, in 1574, having loft his faculties for fome time before. He
is moft known by an ancient itinerary, which from him is called
" Tabula Pentingenana," It is a curious chart found in a mo-

naftery in Germany, and communicated to Peutinger by one
Conrad Ceites. It was formed under the reign of Theodofius
the Great, -and marks the roads by which the Roman armies

pafled at that time to the greater part of the empire. It is not

a geographical work, and fecms to have been made by a Roman
foldier^ who thought of nothing, or perhaps knew nothing,
but what refpe&ed the roads, and the places for encampment.
A magnificent edition of it was published by F. C. Scheib at

Vienna in 1753; fol. Peutinger'sown works are, i.
" Sermones

convivales" in the collection of Schardius; Jena f 1683, ^vo*

2. " De inclinations Roman! imperil, et gentium commigra-'
tionibus," fubjoined to the former, and to Procopius. 3.

" De
rebus Gothorum." Bale. fol. 1531. 4.

" Romans Vetuftatis

fragmenta, in Augiiila Vindelicorum." fol. Mayence, 1528.
PEYER (JOHANNES CONRADUS), a native of Schaffhaufen-

in Switzerland, is famous for having firft given an accurate

account of the intefHnal glands, which, in a Hate of healthy

feparate a fluid, for the lubrication of the inteftincs, and which
in diarrhoeas, or upon taking a purge, fupply the extraordinary

tiifcharge that happens upon thefe occaiions. His works are,
*' Exercitatio Anatomico-Medica, de Glanciolis In'eilinorum^

Schaffhaufx, 1677," Amilelod. 1682. This is in the Biblioth.

Anatom. of Mangetus and Le Clerc. " Pa:onis 6c Pythagora;
Exercitationes Anatomica?, Balil, 1682;"

" Methodus Hifto-

riaj^m Anatomico-Medicarum, &:c. 1679 ;"
"
Parerga Anato--

mica & Medica, Amftel. 1682^'
"
Experimenta nova circar

\
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Pancreas," extant in the Biblioth. Anatom. of Le Ckrc and

Mangetus.
PEYRERE (IsA AC), a French Protefhnt, born at Botir-

deaux in 1592, entered into the fervice of the prince of Conde,
whom he pleafecl by the fingularity of his humour. Peyrere
believed himfelf to have difcovered from St. Paul, that Adam
was not the firft man

;
and to prove this, he publiihed in Hol-

land, 1655, a book in 410 and in 8vo, with this title :
" Prjea-

damitsu ; five exercitatio fuper verfibus 12, 13, 14, capitis xv.

Epiftolas Pnuli ad Romanes/' This work was condemned to

the flames, and the author imprifoned at BrufTels ; but, getting
his liberty through the interdt of the prince of Conde, he went
to Rome in 1656, and abjured Calvinifm and Prxadamitifm
before Alexander VII. Nobody believed him fmcere, and pro-

bably he was not
; for, returning to Paris, in fpite of all the

means this pope ufed to detain him at Rome, he became libra-

rian to the prince of Conde, and fome time after retired to ths

feminary des Vcrtus, where he died in 1676, aged 84. He
fubmitted to receive the facraments, yet was not believed to be

attached to any religion. Befides the piece above mentioned,
he wrote a very fingular tract, entitled,

" Du rappeldesjuifs;'*

alfo,
" Une Relation du Greenland," in 8vo; and " Une Rela-

tion d'Iflande," in 8vo; both reckoned curious and interefting.
PEZAY (MASSON, marquis of), was born at Paris, with a

natural turn for literature, but entered into the military line,

and was captain of dragoons, in which fituation he had the

good fortune to be the inftru&or of Louis XVI. in the art of

tallies. Being appointed infpeclor-general of the coafts, he

executed his office with confiderable attention ; but having made

enemies, by a degree of haughtinefs in his manner, had com-

plaints lodged againft him, which caufed him foon after to be

baniihed to his own eftate. In this fituution he died foon after,

in 1/78. He cultivated the Mufes. a good deal, and was inti-

mate with Dorat, whofe ftyle he imitated. His poems have

an elegance which makes amends for a certain degree of negli-

gence. Such as i.
" Zelie au bain," a poem in fix cantos.

2. A Letter from Ovid to Julia. 3. Several fugitive pieces

publiihed in the Almanach des Mufes. 4. An indifferent

translation of Catullus. 5.
" Les Soirees Helvetiennes, Alfa-

ciennes, & Franc-Comtoifes," 8vo, 1770, a work agreeably

varied, but not fufficiently correct in ftyle.
6.

" La Rofiere

de Salency," a paftoral, in three acts, which was approved.

7.
" Les Campagnes de Maillebois," 3 vols. 4to. 8. There

is faid alfo to be extant a manufcript work entitled " Les

foirees Provencales," not inferior to his Soirees Helvetiennes.

PEZENAS (ESPRIT), a learned Jefuit, born at Avignon in

1692, where he died fome little time after 1779, was for a

long
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long time profeffor of phyfic and hydrography at MarfeiHes.

His works and tranflations on thefe and fnnilar fubjects are

very numerous, i.
" Elemens clu Pilotages," I2mo, 1737.

2. A tranflation of Maclaurin's Fluxions, 2 vols. 410, 1749.

3. Pratique du pilotage," 8vo, 1749. 4.
"
Theory and prac-

tice of gauging/' 8vo. 5. Maclaurin's Algebra tranflated, 8vo,

1750 He tranflated allb the Courfe of Experimental Philo-

fophy by Defaguliers, Dyche's Dictionary of Arts and Sciences,
which was fupplanted by Prevot's Manuel Lexique, Ward's

Young Mathematician's Guide, and Smith's Optics. From the

German he tranflated Bilker's Treat! fe of the Microfcope, 1754.
His ideas and language were clear, and he was elleemed for

the mildnefs and agreeablenefs of his character, as well as for

his talents.

PEZRON (PAUL), a very learned and ingenious French-

man, was born at Hcnnebone in Bretagne, in 1679 ; and
admitted of the order of Citeanx, in 1660 [R~|.

He made the

fcriptures the principal object: of his fhidy ; but being per-
fuaded that a perfcd knowledge of profane hirlory was necef-

fary to tinderftand them thoroughly, he read with vaft attention

the ancient Greek and Latin hiitorians. He became a great

antiquary, and was indefatigable in tracing the origin of the

language of the Goths. The re fill t of this was, that he was
led to efponle a fyllem entirely new; which he communicated
to the public, in a work printed at Paris in 1687, 4to, and
called "

1/Antiquite des temps rctablie, c." that is,
" The

Antiquity of Time reftored, and defended, againft the Jews and
modern Chronologers." The deiign of this book, which is

very learned, and finely written, is to prove, upon the autho-
rities of the ieptuagint and profane hi (lory, that the world is

more ancient than modern chroooiogers have fuppofed ;
and

that, inftead 4.000 years between the creation of the world and
the birth of Chrift, there were almofl 6000. The great prin-
ciple on which this fuppofition is built is, that the Hebrew text

has been corrupted, iince the deftruction of Jcrufalem, by the

Jews, who otherwife mult have been forced to acknowledge,
upon their own principles, that the Median was actually come.
Pezron's book was extremely admired for the ingenuity and

learning of it
; yet created, as was natural, no Imall alarm

among the religious. Martianay, a Benedictine, and Le Quien,
a Dominican, wrote againft this new fyllem, and undertook
the defence of the Hebrew text

; Martianay with great zeal and

heat, Le Quien with more judgement and knowledge. Pczron

publifhcd,
" Defenfe dc Tantiquite des temps," in 1691, 4to ;

, like the work itfelf, abounded with curious and learned

[R] Nic-eron, tome i.

refearches.
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refearches. Le Quien replied, but Martianay brought the
affair into another court; and, in 1693,. laid the books and

principles of Pezron before M. de Harlai, archbifhop of Paris.

Harlai communicated the reprefentation of this adverfary to

Pezron
; who, finding no difficulty in fupporting an opinion

common to all the fathers before Jerome, rendered the accufa-
tion of no efFecl:.

Pezron was the author of other curious and learned works,
as,

"
Antiquite de la Nation & de la Langue de Celtes," in

1703, 8vo
;

" DilTertation touchant 1'ancienne demeure des

Cananeens," printed in the Memoires de Trevoux, for July,
1703 ;

and " Diflertation fur les anciennes & veritables bornes
de la Terre Promife," in the fame Memoires for June,
1705. Add to thefe,

" EfTai d'un Commentaire litteral & hif-

torique fur les Prophetes, 1693" i2mo; and " Hiftoire Evan-

gelique confirmee par la Judai'que & la Romaine, 1696," in

2 vols. 8vo.

This ingenious and learned man died OcT:. 10, 1706, aged
67'; having gone through feveral promotions, the laft of which
was the abbey of Charmoye, to which he was nominated by the

king, in 1697.
PFANNER (TOBIAS), the fon of a counfellor at Augfburg,

born in 1641, was fecretary of the archives to the duke of
Saxe Gotha, and inftru&or of the princes Erneft, and John-
Ernefl, in hiftory and politics. He fo well fulfilled his duties

in thefe fituations, that he was promoted to a higher place of

fecretary to the Erneftine branch of the family ; and was fo

deeply learned in matters of record, that he was called the

living archives of the houfe of Saxony. His manners were

pure, but his temper inclined to melancholy, which was thought
to be increafed by too intenfe application to ftudy. He died at

Gotha, in 1717. His principal works are; i.
" The Hiftory

of the Peace of Weftphalia," 8vo, the bed edition is 1697.
2. " The Hiftory of the Aifemblies of 1652-4," Weimar,
1694, 8vo. 3.

" The Treaties of the German Princes." 4.
" The Theology of the Pagans." 5.

" A Treatife on the Prin-

ciple of hiftoric Faith.
1 '

All thefe are written in Latin, not

fo much with elegance, as with ftricl care and exa&nefs.

PFEFFERCORN (JOHN), a famous converted Jew, would
have perfuaded the emperor Maximilian to caufe all the

Hebrew books to be burned, except th,e Bible :
" becaufe

(faid he) they contain magic, blafphemies, and other dan-

gerous things." The emperor, aftoniflied with this report
was fo far wrought upon, as to publifli an edict, in 1510, by
which he ordered all the Hebrew books to be carried to a

certain houfe, that thofe which contained
any^ blafphemy

might be burnt. Caprio ftiewed the danger of this cditt, and

VOL, XII. O he
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he was fupported by Ulrl'c deHutten : many writings were pub-
Ijfhed on both lides

; but Gaprio at length prevailed, and the

edidt was not executed.- fa is commonly believed, that Pfeffer-

corn was fo chagjin^l with- this, as to return to Judalfm ; anil,,

th.it he was burned alive i-n- 15-15, for profaning the eucharifty
at Hall ;

but this muft have been another perfon of b-is name,,
iince this PfefFercorn was living in 1517. He is the author of

fome Latin pieces., and amorg the rcfi of one " De abolendis

judasoruni fcriptb*"
PFEIFFER (AUGUSTUS;,, a- German orientalift, was horn

at Law-enbourg in 164,0. He profefii-d the oriental language?'
at Wirtemberg r at Leipfic,- and in other places, and in 1690
was called to Lubeuk to be fuperintendant of the churches. In
that city he died, in January, ^ 1-698. When only five years old

he was near loling.his life by a' fall', which fractured his ikull..

His lifter di {cove red' accidentally that he was not quite dead,

and he was reftored, when actually on the point of being buried..

He wrote i.
"
Panfophia Mofaica.-" 2',

" Critica Sacra," 8vo,

Dtcfdcrj, 1680, 3.
" De Mafora

"'

4.-
" De trihasreli Judas-

ortim.''' 5.
"

Sciagraphia Syftemetica Antiquitatum Hebraea-

ruin." His philofophical works were colleded at Utrecht in

4.10, but are not now much known or elteemed. His learned

works ara bettor,, though heavy,.
PFIFFER (Louis),, born in i.<3or at Lucerne in Switzer-

land, was a famous officer in the fervice of France in the reign
of Charles IX. for whom, in 1567, he commanded a regii.

et 6000 men. With this force he p-refbrved the life of than

monarch, in tie retreat ofMeaux\ which, againil: all the efforts-

of the prince of Conde, he effected, preferving the ki;

a hollow iVjuare. His credit with his own -coimtjfjMnen was fi

great that fome called him the king of th<2 Swifs- When the

League was formed, the plea of religion engaged him to t<.

his loyalty, and he itrongly influenced the Catholic cantons to.

fupport the duke of Guife. He died in ^594, in his

country, being then t-he afkoyer, or chief raag.iftrate 3.of the cauuvu

uf Lucerne.

PH^EDRUS,. an ancient Latin anthor, who wrote five book>
of " Fables"

[~s]
in Iambic verfe, was a '1 hracian ; and

h^m, as there is reafon to fuppofe, fome years before Julius
Cisfarmade himfelt mafter of the Roman empire. His parent-

age is uncertain
; though fome have imagined his liberal edu-

cation to be an argument that it was not mean. Perhaps he

might hav bee n made captive by Odtavius, the father of the

tmperor AnguRus ^ for \ve read [T], that while Octavius was

[s] Phasdri Fab. in Prscfrt. ad lib. liU

[T] Bayle's Di^t. in voce Phaedrus, aud Criifiuj'^ Lives f thi Roman poet;.

przlor
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prxtor in Macedonia, he gave the Thracians a very great over-
throw. This fell out the fame year that Q^ Cicero was pro-
conful of Alia, and Csefar fole conful at Rome. As this opi-
nion would carry his age pretty high, Phx-drus outliving the
1 8th year of Tiberius, fome have therefore rejected it, though
with little reafon ; fince many proofs may be collected, from his

Fables, that he lived to be very old. How he came into the
fcrvice of Auguftus is unknown : but his being called "

Auguf-
tus's freedman," in the title of his book, mews that he had
been that emperor's flave. It lliould feem as if he had arrived

early in life at Rome
;

for he quotes a line from "
Ennius,"

which, he fays [u], he remembers to have read when he was a

boy: and it is not probable that he fhoukl have read it before
he left Thrace. He received his freedom from Auguftus, and
no doubt fuch a competency, as enabled him to enjoy that valu-

able gift. He exprelfes a great regard to that prince's memory,
which he had indeed the more reafon to do, fince misfortunes
overtook him after his deceafe. Under Tiberius, he was

unjurtly perfecuted by Sejanus, to which he has frequently
alluded in his " Fables ;" and particularly in the preface to his

third book. We know not the caufe of this perfecution, but it

was not for his wealth : he reprefents himfelf, in the very fame

place, as a man who had never cared to hoard up riches ; and
mentions this as one of the reafons which mould facilitate his

promotion to the rank of a poet. He feems to have written

all his Fables after the death of Auguftus ;
the third book he

certainly wrote after that of Sejanus, who perifhed in the iSth.

year of Tiberius
; for, in the dedication of that book to his

patron Eutychus, he has mentioned the favourite with a refent-

ment, which would never have been pardoned had he been living.

How long Phzdrus furvived him, is uncertain ; but, fuppofmg
him to have lived a little longer, he muft have been above feventy
at his death ;

for fo many years there are from Cxfar's firft dic-

tatorfhip to the i8th of Tiberius.

The Fables of Phaxlrus are generally valued for their wit and

good fenfe, exprelfed in great purity, tcrfenefs, and elegance of

language: and they who, like Scioppius [xj, imagine they dif-

cover fomething foreign and barbarous in the ityle, form their cri-

ticifms upon the knowledge that Phxdrus was a Thracian. They
might as well object foleafms and falfe Latin to Terence, becaufe

he was born in Africa. We cannot, however, but obfcrve it as

fomewhat fingular, that the Roman language has been tranf-

mitted to pofterity, in its greateft purity and elegance, by two

(laves, who were brought fiom countries by the Romans deemed

barbarous.

[u] Fab. 2. lib. iv. [x] Rlount's Cenftira Aucborum.

O2 It
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It is remarkable, that no writer of antiquity has made any
mention of this author ; for it is generally fuppofed, that the

Phxdrus TY^ mentioned by Martial is not the fame. Seneca

manifeftly knew nothing ot him ; otherwife he never could have

laid it down, as he does, for matter of far., that the Romans
had not attempted fables and Efopean [z j compofitions :

" Fa-
bellas ct ^Efopeos logos, intentatum Romanis ingeniis opus."
This may ferve to abate our wonder with regard to the obfcurity
in which the name and reputation of Quintus Curtius lay buried

for fo many years ; not to mention Velleius Paterculus and Ma-
niiius, who have met with much the fame fate. We may
obferve, that Ifaac Cafaubon, who had fo much learning, did

not know there was a Phaedrus among the ancients, till Peter

Pithou, or Pithoeus, publifhed his " Fables." " ft is by your
letter," fays Cafaubon f_AJ,

" that I firft came to be acquainted
with Phasdrus, Auguftus's freedvnan, for that name was quite
unknown to me before ; and I never read any thing either of the

man or of his works, or, it I did, I do not remember it." This
letter of Cafaubon was written m 1596, at which time Pithoeus

publiflied the " Fables of Phaxlrus," at Troyes. He fent a copy
of them to father Sirmond, who was then at Rome

;
and this

Jefmt (hewed it to the learned men in that city, who judged it,

at firft, a fuppofithious work ; but, upon carefully examining,
altered their opinion, and thought they could obferve in it the

chara&eriflical marks of the Auguftan age.
Since that edition of 1596, there have been feveral others,

with notes by the moft eminent critics. That of 1698, in 8vo,
which Burman procured, contains, befides the notes of Gudius
never before publiftied, the entire commentaries of Ritterfhufius,

Rigaltius, Nic. Heinfius, Schefferus, and of Prafchius, with ex-

tracts from other commentators. An edition fince this, at Am-
fterdam, 1701, in 410, by the care, and with the notes, of Hoog-
ftraten, is the moft beautiful of all that have yet been printed,
with regard to the letter and the plates. Laltly, thefe Fables

were fubjoined to the edition of Terence by Bcntley, in 1726,
4to, with the corrections and emendations of that great critic.

PH/EDRUS (THOMAS), profeilbr of eloquence at Rome,
early in the i6th century, deferves to be mentioned, on account

of fome curious particulars relating to him. He was canon of

Lateran, and keeper of the library in the Vatican. He owed
bis rife to the a&ing of Seneca's Hippolytus [B], in which
he performed the part of Phadra; and thence he ever after

retained the name of Phasdrus. It is Erafmus who relates this;

and he fays cj, he had it from cardina4 Raphael Georgianus,

fr} Efigramm. 20. lib. iii. [A] Cafaubon, Epift.

[z j Scocc. tie CtfofobC. ad. Polybiiun, [ B] Bayie's Dift. in roce.

^u vj. [cj Eput. 5. lib. xxiii.
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in whofe court-yard, before the palace, that tragedy was acted.

The caufe of his death was very extraordinary. Riding [D] one

day through the city on a mule, he met a cart drawn by wild
oxen ;

at which his mule took fright, and threw him down.

Though a corpulent man, he was fo happy that the cart paffed
over him without doing him any hurt, becaufe he luckily fell in

the fpace between the wheels ; but his fright, and the fall toge-
ther, fpoiled the whole mafs of his blood to fuch a degree, that

he contracted a diftemper, of which, after languiftiing fome

time, he died, when he was under fifty. If he had lived longer,
he would probably have publilhed fome books ; and, perhaps,
adds Bayle, have confirmed what has been obferved of him, that

his tongue was better than his pen. The obfervation was made

by Erafmus, who yet tells us, that he knew and loved him ; and
owns alfo, that he was called the Cicero [sj of his time. Janus
Parrhafius, who was his colleague, was infinitely grieved at his

death
;
and has tranfmitted to us the titles of feveral works, which

were almoft ready for public view.

PHAER (THOMAS), a Welch phyfician and poet, a native

of Pembrokefhire, and the firft Englifh tranflator of Virgil, was
educated at Oxford, whence he removed to Lincoln's inn to

undertake the ftudy of the law. So far was he in earneft, for a

time, in this purfuit, that he published two books on fubjecls of

law ; one on the nature of writs, and the other, what is now
called a book of precedents. Why he quitted law for phyfic
is unknown, but he became a bachelor and a do&or in the

latter faculty, both in 1559, and his medical works were col-

kcled at London in 1560. They confift chiefly of compila-
tions and trandations from the French. Among his poetical

works is
" the Regimen of Life" tranflated from the French,

London, 1644, 8vo. The ftory of " Owen Glendower," in the

Mirror for Magiftrates: and his tranflation of the firft nine

books, and part of the tenth, of Virgil's JEneid. There is a

commendatory poem by him prefixed to Philip Betham's Mili-

tary Precepts [F], Warton mentions alfo an entry in the fta-

tioner's books for printing
" ferten verfes of Cnpyclo by Mr.

Fayre," and that he had feen a ballad called " GailfhiH" by

Faire, both which names were probably intended for that of

Phacr. His tranflatirm of the firft feven books of Virgil was

printed in 1558, by John Kyngfton, and dedicated to queen

Mary. The two next books, with pa t of the tenth, were

tranflated afterwards by him, and publiihed after his death by
William Wight man, in 1562. He has cunoufly enough marked

at the end of each book the time when it was finifhed, and the

[D] Pierre Valerian, de Infaelic. Uterat. lib. i. p. 25.

[E] In Orat. ante prjeleftionem epift. Ciceron. ad Atcicuna.

j>1 Warton's Hui. Poetry, vol. iii. p- 396 -

O 3 time
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time which it coft him in tranflating; \vhichamounts, at fepa-
rate intervals, between the year 1555, and 1560, to 202 days,
without reckoning the fragment or" the tenth book. It appears,
that during the whole of this period he refided very much at his

patrimonial territory in Kilgerran forcft, in South Wales. The
fifth book is faid at the end to have been finilhed on the fourth

of May, 1557,
"

po!t periculum ejus Karmerdini," which whe-
ther it relates to fome particular event in his life, or means that

lie made a trial upon it at Caermarthen, is a little uncertain ; pro-

bably the former. Wightman fays that he publilhed all he

could find among -his papers ;
but conjectures, neverthelefs, that

he had proceeded rather further, from the two lines which he

tranflated the very day before his death, and lent to Wiglunun.
They are thefe,

Stat fua cuique dies, breve et irreparabile tempus
Omnibus eft vitas : fed famam extcndere fuel is

Hoc Virtutis opus.

Ech mans day ftands prefixt, time fhort and fwift with

curelefs bretche

Is lotted all mankind, but by their deeds their fame to

ftrerche

That privilege Virtue gives.

He died foon after the i2th of Auguft, 1560, on which day
his will-was dated. His translation of Virgil is written, like the

preceding fpecimen, in long Alexandrines of (even feet. The
tranflation was completed, with the addition of Maphacus's thir-

teenth book, by Thomas Twyne, a young phyfician, afterwards

author of other works; his part is deemed by Warton evidently
inferior to that of his predtceflbr, though Phatr has omitted,

mifrepreftntc'd, nnd paraphrafed many paftages. Of what he did

of this nature Phaer himfelf has given an account in his poft-

fcript to the fcven books. ' c

Trufting that you my right wor-

fiu'pful maiuVrs and lludentes of univerfities, and fuch as be

teachers of children and readers of this au&our in Latin, will

r.ot be to muche oifendecl, though every verfe anfvvere not to

your expectation. For (befides the diverfitie between a con-

ftruction and a translation) you know there be many miftical

feoretes in this writer, which uttered in Englifh would ihewe
little pleafour, and in mine opinion are better to be untouched
than to diminifh the grace of the reft with tedioufnes and darknes.

I have therefore followed the counfel of Horace teaching the

duety of a good interprctour, qui qua: defperat nitefcere polfe

relinquit, by which occafion, fomwhat I have in places omitted,
fomwhat altered, and fome things I have expounded, and al to

the eafe of inferior readers, for you that are learned nede not to

be jnltrucled." A ridiculous error of the prefs ftands in the

opening
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opening df the fecond /Tneid, as reprinted by Tvvyne. Phaer
had tranflatcd " Contictiere omnes" by

"
they whnlK.d all," for

"
they whilted," or kept (ilence; but Twyne has printed it

"
they whittled ali." Sir Thomas 'Chrtloner in his -Encomia,

printed at London, 1579, 4to P- 35^ has pathetically lamented

Pliaer, as a moil Ikiifni phyfician. As to his name, it is written

Phaycr by Wood, and Pruiier by Wartorr; but as we find it

Phaer in every part of the trunilatum of Virgil, -anti in the,Mir-
ror for Magillrates, we have fo given it. His ftory-of Owen
Glendour is in ilanzas of feven lines, the fame as SatfkviKe's

Induction, and the greater part of thofe narratives.

PHALARIS [so],
a celebrated tyrant of antiquity, *.vas born

at Aftypalea, a -city of *Crete ; and gave early figns of an ambi-
tious and -cruel nature. As ibon as he was grown up, he inter-

fered in affairs of itate, and aimed at empire ;
on which account

lie was banimecl by the Cretans. He lied to Agrigentum in

"Sicily, and there, byvirtuc of great accompliihmeiitSj became a

favourite with the people ; whom, however, he wi'ihed only to

pleafe, that he might govern then. -He obtained his purpofe in

the following manner. When the Agrigentines had decreed to

build a temple, they committed rhe care of the work toPhaluris;
whom they thought the fitted perfon-, as <being then an officer

concerned .in collecting the revenues of ti>e.ftate. .Phalaris'h.irt.iJ

workmen, '"boiigJit Slaves, and got together a prodigious quantity"
of materials. Tiiefe materials wer-e ftalen from time to time :

upon which Phalarrs got leave of the citizens ^toifortify a little

caille for their better fccurity. Tliis unwary conceilion proved
deitruclive to their liberty: for Phalaris 'iiow armed his Haves,

whom he had drawn -into hhTneafures by a promife of freedom
,-

and, fallying forth, made hirnfeif maiier of the city, with no

g-at oppofition. This is fuppoi-cd to "have happened in the 52fi

Olympiad. Polyxnus relates many Itratagems of Phalaris-,

which lliew hiiii to have been, what Lucian, and the epi(tie-s

vvhieh.pafs untler his name, reprefent him, a man of great faga-

city and artifice, liberally educated, and ikilled in the manage-
ment of .affairs. He behaved himfelf wtth ib much moderation

and wifdom at firft, that the people of Himeru entrmted him
with their armv>s.; and had probably undergone the fame fate

with the Agrigentines, if Stelichorus had not given them timely

\varning of the-ir dangc::.
He difcovered at length fus nature, hy proceeding gradually

to the extremeft cruelty.; in which he exceeded all the prince*
that ever reigned. The ancient writers never fpeak of him but

in teims of abhorrence. The ftory of Perillus and his bull

>licws, however, that he fometimes knew how to obferve julHce

[o] Vita Phalaridis a Carolo Bcyic,

O 4 e*cn
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$ven in his cruelties. Perillus was a brafs-founder at Athens ;

who, with a view of pleafmg the cruel Phalaris, contrived a new
and unexampled kind of punifhincnt. He caft a brazen bull,

larger than the life, and finely proportioned ; and fafhioned an

opening in his fide, fo that men might be admitted into his body.
"When they were fhut up there, a fire was to be kindled under

the belly, in order to roait them ; and the throat was fo formed,

that, inftead of the groans of dying men, were fent forth rather

the roarings of a bull. This was brought to the tyrant, who
was pleafed with the contrivance, and admired the workman-

fhip ;
but aflced him,.

"
if he had proved it?" " No," replied

Perillus: " Then," faid the tyrant,
"

it is but reafonable that

you make the firft experiment upon your own work;" and

ordered him immediately to be put into it. Ovid fays in allu-

fion to this [H],

Neque enim lex xquior ulla,

Quam necis artifices arte perire fua.

The end of this tyrant is diverfdy related ; but it is generally

fuppofed, with Cicero, that he fell by the hands of the Agri-

gentines ; and, as fome fay, at the inftigation of Pythagoras.
Ovid fays, that his tongue was firft cut out

; and that he was
then put into his bull, to pcrifh by the fame flow fire with which

fo many had periihed before him. Others fay, that he was

floned ; and all agree that his death was violent. He reigned,

according to Eufcbius, 28 years; others fay 16. Mean while,

there is great uncertainty both as to the life, and death, and

whole hiftory of this Sicilian tyrant. Many of the above-men-
tioned circumftances, as they are collected by Mr. Boyle, depend

upon the authenticity of thofe EpHUes which go under the name
of Phalaris ; and which have been juftly queflioned, and indeed

with great reafon rejected, as the fpurious production of fome
recent fophift.
The biftory of the famous controverfy between Bentley and

Boyle, upon the genuinenefs of thefe Epiltles, is too well known
to be particularly infixed on: yet it may be proper to our prefent

purpofe, to fay fome thing of it in general. Sir William Temple
had affirmed

L i],
in favour of the ancient writers, that the oldeft

books we have are (till the b It in their kind; and, to fupport the

alfertion, menti ned " ./EP/p's Fab!ts,"and " Phalaris's EpifHes."" With regard t Phala is's Epi;Hes I think," fays he,
" that they

have mor<j ^ract-, more fpiri ,
more force of wit and genius, than

any o'hi n I !:.-;v<j ever f. tn, cither ancient or modern. I know
Several learned men, or that ufually pafs for fuch, under the name

[H] De arte Amandi, lib. i. v. 655.

[i j Mil'cellaaea, pare ii. upoa <uu.i<:iit and modern learning.

Of
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of critics, have not efteemed them genuine ; and Polithn, with
fome others, have attributed them to Lucian : but I think he
mult have little ikill in painting, that cannot find out this to be
an original. Such diverfity of paffions upon fuch variety of
actions and patfages of life and government, fuch freedom of

thought, fuch boldnefs of expreffion, fuch bounty to his friends,
fuch fcorn of his enemies, fuch honour of learned men, fuch
efteem of good, fuch knowlege of life, fuch contempt of death,
with fuch fiercenefs of nature, and cruelty of revenge, cotild

never be reprefented but by him that pofTefled them
; and I

elteem Lucian to have been no more capable of writing, than
of acting what Phalaris did. In all one writ, you find the

fcholar or the fophift ; and in all the other, the tyrant and the

commander." This declaration of fir William Temple, who
was reckoned the Memmius of his age, in conjunction with other

motives, led the hon. Charles Boyle, then of Chritt-Church in

Oxford, afterwards earl of Orrery, to give the public an edition

of thefe "
Epifties of Phalaris:" which accordingly came out in

8vo, at Oxford, 1695, with a new Latin verfion, notes, a life

of Phalaris, and a dedication to Aldrich, dean of Chrift-Church.

In the preface, the editor gives an account of the manufcripts
he employed, and mentions that in the king's library; which, he

fays, had been collated only to the 4oth epiftle, becaufe the

librarian, who was Dr. Bentley, had, out of his fingular

humanity , denied him the farther ufe of it :
" Collatas etiam

(Epiftolas nempe) curavi ufque ad Epift. 40. cum MSS. in bib-

liotheca regia, cujus mihi copiam ulteriorem bibliothecarius, pro

fingulari fua humanitate, negavit." This was the firtt public
ftroke in the. controverfy ; and Bentley's rudenefs to Boyle, in

recalling, the manufcript, before the collation of it was finilhed,

was, as appears from hence, the caufe of it. Bentley, however,

denied the charge.
"

I went," [K ] fays he,
" for a whole fort-

night to Oxon, where the book was then printing; converfed in

the very college where the editors refided : not the leaft whifper
there of the manufcript, but there's a reafon for every thing,

and the myftery was foon revealed: for, it feems, I had the hard

hap, in fome private converfation, to fay, that the Epifties were

a fpurious piece, and unworthy of a new edition : hinc illaa

lachrymal."
In 1697, when the fecond edition of Wotton's " Reflexions

upon Ancient and Modern Learning" came out,
" A Diflerta-

tion of Bentley upon the epifties
of Phalaris, v." was

publifhed
at the end of it. The profefled defign of this Differtation is, to

prove the Epifties fpurious, and doubtlefs was undertaken by

jPentley, chielly with a view of making reprifals upon the Oxford

[K] Preface to Differtations upon the Epifties of Phalari*.

editor,
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editor, for the farcafm in his preface. But whatever was Bent-

Jey's motive, for he pretends it was an engagement to his friend

Wotton, it drew forth againft him a terrible volume of wit and

criticifm, in Boyle's
"

Examination," &c, ; which was printed
in 1698, 8vo. Boyle-, in the preface, gives fevenil reafons for

nnfwering
"

Bentley's Diifertatioru" one was, that the doc-

tor had, with fome warmth, fallen foul upon his edition and
verllon of " Phalaris'sEpiftles ;" another, a regard for fir Wil-
liam Temple, "the mod accomplimed writer of the age, who
had openly declared in favour of the Epiftles," and whom he had

drawn, he fays, into a fliare of Dr. Bentley's difpleafure ;
a third,

that Dr. Bentley's reflections were underitood to go farther than

cither fir William Temple or himfelf, and to be levelled at a

learned fociety in which he had the happinefs to be educated, and
which Dr. Bentley was fuppofcd to attack under thofe genera-1
terms of " our new editors, our annotators, and thofe great

geniufes, with whom learning, that is leaving the world, has

raken up her laft refidence." In 1699, Bentley repubh'fhed his
** DifTertation upon the Epifllcs of Phalaris, with a full and

copious anfvver to the objections of Boyle:" and fo the affair

ended between the two leaders, while their partisans continued

hoftilities fome time after.

This was fomethingirnore than a .literary conteft : -the enmity
towards Bentley appeal's to have been perfowal. Thus the Bay-
.lean champions, in their Examination of Bentley's Dillerta-

tion, although the fupport of Phalaris is the pretence, yet were

chiefly folicitous to .pull down Bentley : and hence, as no con-

troverfial .piece was ever in better language, and more artfully

written, fo none ever abounded fo much in wit, and ridicule,

and fatire ; .the point being not fo much te confute, as to expofe,
the learned diiiertator : for Boyle, in his preface to Phalaris, had

fignified his own diihuft of their genuinenefs, and, in effect,

declared himfelf very indifferent about it. Bent-ley., on the other

hand, who had nothing in view but to fupport what he had

Aliened, by proving the Epiftles fpurious, though he is far from

wanting flrokes of humorous fatire, yet abounded chiefly in

argument and eruditioji ; and .by thefe gained over all the rea-

{bnersand the learned; while the laughers, who make an Infinite

majority, were carried away by the wit of Boyle's performance.
Zn ihort, although the haughtinefs, thednfolence,, the rude tem-

per and pedantry of Bentley, made him
jtiftiy

odious ; yet, to

give him his due, his " Dillertation upon the Epiftles of Pha-

laris," with his " Anfwer to the Objections of Boyle," is one of

the mod illuftrious monuments of fagacity, nice difcernment,
fkill in criticifm, and depth of erudition, that ever was ereded

a man of letters.
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If, to ufe the words of Boyle \'L], he did carry his criticifm
fo far as to aifert,

" not only of Phalaris, but his editor too, that

they neither of them wrote what was afcribed to them," he went
no farther than the difcerning, unprejudiced, and learned part of
the public went with him. What fhare Boyle had in the edition
of Phalaris, in which no doubt he engaged with a view to raifc

forne reputation in letters, is not eafy to determine : but many
are of opinion, that the Examination, though publifhed with
his name, was in reality no part of it his. It was then, and has
fmce been, generally afcribed to Atterbury, Aldrich, and other
learned men and wits of Chrift-Church, whofe object was to

humble the redoubtable Bentley, whom they heartily hated.

Swift, alfo[M_l, gives great countenance to the opinion, when
he reprcfents Boyle, in his advance againft Bentley,

" clad in a
fuit of armour, which had been given him by all the Gods:"
and Atterbury has declared [N], that he himfelf " wrote above
half of it, and tranfcribed the whole." The controverfy at

large has been tranflated into Latin, and republifhed, with the

Epiftle, in Germany, by Lennep, &c. in 4-to, 1777.
PHIDIAS [o], the moft famous fculptor of antiquity, was

an Athenian, and a contemporary of the celebrated Pericles, who
flouri filed in the 83(1 olympiad. This wonderful artift was not

only confummate in the u(e of his tools, but accomplished in

thofe fciences and branches of knowledge, which belong to his

profefikm : as hiltory, poetry, fable, geometry, optics, &c. He
firft taught the Greeks to imitate nature perfectly in this way;
and all his works were received with admiration. They were
alfo incredibly numerous ; for he united the greateft facility with

the greateft perfection. His Ne men's was ranked among his

iirft works : it was carved out of a block of marble, which was

found in the camp of the Perfians, after they were defeated ia

the plains of Marathon. He made an excellent ftatue of Mi-
nerva for the Plateaus

;
but the Statue of this goddefs, in her

magnificent temple at Athens, of which there are ftill fome

ruined remains, was an aflonifhing production of human art.

Pericles, who had the care of this pompous edifice, gave orders

to Phidias, whofe talents he well knew, to make a ftatue of the

goddefs ;
and Phidias formed a figure of ivory and gold, thirty-

nine feet high. Writers never (peak of this illuflrious monu-

ment of fkill without raptures ; yet what Ins rendered the name

of the artift immortal, proved at that time his ruin. He had

carved upon the fhield of the goddefs his own portrait, and that

of Pericles ; and this was, by thofe that envied them, made a

crime in Phidias. lie was alfo charged with embezzling part

Preface to Examination, &c. [M] Battle of the Books.
^

Epiilolary Corrcfpondcnce, vol. Ji. p- 2J. [o] Junius
dc pittura veteruai.

Of
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of the materials which were defigned for the flattie. Upon
this, he withdrew to Elis, and revenged himfelf upon the un-

grateful Athenians, by making for that place the Olympic Jupi-
ter : a prodigy of art, and which was afterwards ranked among
the feven wonders of the world. It was of ivory and gold ;

fixty feet high, and every way proportioned.
" The [p] majefty

of the work equalled the majefly of the God," fays Quintilian ;

" and its beauty feems to have added luftre to the religion of the

country." Phidias concluded his labours with this mafter-piece ;

and the Eleans, to do honour to his memory, creeled, and appro-

priated to his defcendants, an office, which confided in keeping
clean this magnificent image.
PHILELPHUS (FRANCIS), a learned Italian, born in 1398,

at Zolentino in the March of Ancona. He ftudied at Padua,
where he made fuch progrefs that, at eighteen, he became profeflbr
of eloquence. The fame of his talents gained him an invitation

to Venice, where' he was honoured with the rank of citizen, and
was fent by the republic as fecretary to their embaily at Conftan-

tinople. Philelphus went there in 1419, and took advantage of

this employment to make himfelf matter of Greek. He there

married Theodora, daughter of the learned Emmanuel Chryfo-
loras j this happened about the year 1419. Becoming at length
known to the emperor John Paleologus, he was fent on an

embafly to Sigifmund emperor of Germany, to implore his

aid againft the Turks. After this, he taught at Venice, Flo-

rence, Siena, Bologna, and Milan, with aftonifhing fuccefs.

He was not, however, without his defects. He vrimed to reign
alone in the republic of letters, and could not bear contradiction

without being extremely irritated. He would difpute on the

mort trivial points, and once wagered 100 crowns, on fome
minute queftion of grammar, againiTthe beard of a Greek philofo-

pher named Timotheus. Having won, no felicitation could pre-
vail upon him to remit the fine, and he mod unmercifully fhaved

his antagonift, in fpite of very ample offers. To this prefump-
tuous turn he joined a prodigality and a rertlefihefs which filled

his life with uneafmefs. Menage has accufed him of destroying
a copy of Cicero de Gloria, the only one then exifting, after

having transfufed the greater part of it into a treatife of his own :

but it does not appear that the accufation was juft. Other
learned men have been alfo fufpe&ed, but all that is certain is, that

the work was extant in the time of Petrarch, who mentions having
a copy of it, and has fmce been utterly loll. He died at Flo-

rence on the la(t day of July, in 1481, being then 83. His
works cunfift of, i.

" Odes and Poems," 4to, 1488. 2 " Dif-

courfes," publilhed at Venice, in folio, 1492. 3.
"

Dialogues

[r] Infti Om. lib. xiS. cap; ic.

and
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and Satires," Milan, 1476 ; 4. with a great variety of fmaller

works, all in Latin, in verfe and in profe. The works co!~
leded were publifhed at Bale in 1739. There is alfo a collec-

tion of his Letters, printed at Venice in 1502, fol. which is

rather fcarce.

PHILEMON, an Athenian comic poet, contemporary with

Menander, whofe rival he was, and though inferior, frequently
fuccefsful againft him ; by means of intrigue, or the

partiality of
friends. He was, by the account of Suidas, a Syracufan by
birth, but Strabo fays, that he was born at Solas in Cilicia. He
was fome years older than Menander, and in the opinion of

Quintilian, fairly next to him in merit, though unfit to be pre-
ferred to him. Apuleius fpeaks full more favourably, faying
only that he was fcriaffe impar, and adds that there are to be
found in his dramas "

many witty ftrokes, plots ingenioufly dif-

pofed, difcoveries ftrikingly brought to light, characters well

adapted to their parts, fentiments that accord with human life;

jefts that do not degrade the fock, and gravity that does not

intrench upon the bufkin." Philemon lived to the extraordinary

age of ic i years, and compofed ninety comedies. Menander
indeed compofed more, and in lefs time, but even this was

extraordinary. His longevity was the refult of great temper-
ance, and a placid frame of mind. Frugal to a degree that fub-

jecled him to the charge of avarice, he never weakened his

faculties or conftitution by excefs
;
and he fiimmed up all his

withes in one rational and moderate petition to heaven, which
throws a moft favourable light upon his character ;

" I pray f>r

health in the firit place, in the next for fuccefs in my undertak-

ings ; thirdly, for a chearful heart ; and laftly, to be out of debt

to all mankind [oj," a petition which feems to have been granted
in all its parts. As he lived in conftant ferenity of mind, fo

he died without pain of body ; for, having called together a num-
ber of his friends to the reading of a play which he had newly
finished, and fitting, as was the cuflom in that ferene climate,

under the open canopy of heaven, an unforefeen fall of rain

broke up the company, juft when the old man had got into the

third a6t, in the very warmed interefls of his fable. His kearers

difappointed by this unlucky check to their entertainment, inter-

ceded with him for the remainder on the day following, to which

he readily allented ;
and a great company being then alfem-

bled, whom the fame of the rehearfal had brought together, they

fat a confiderable time in expectation of the poet, 'till wearied

out with waiting, ar d unable to account for his want of punc-

tuality, fame of his intimates were difpatched in queft of him,

who, having entered his houfe, and made their way to his

[<] Cumberland's Obfervers, No. 139, whence a great part of this account is taken.

chamber,
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chamber, found the old man dead on his couch, in his ufnal

meditating pofhire, his features placid and compofed, and with

every fymptom that indicated a death without pain or ftruggle.

The fragments of Philemon are in general of a fentimental,

tender caft, and though they enforce found and rtricl: morality,

yet no one instance occurs of that gloomy mifanthropy, that

karfh and dogmatizing fpirit which too often marks the maxims
of his more illuflrious rival. They were coll eft cd and publifhed

by Grotius, together with thofe of Menander ;
the greater part

having been prefervcd by Stobanre. Several of them, as well

as the fragments of the other Greek comic poets, have been

tranflated by Mr. Cumberland in the mod elegant and fpirited

ftyle,
and highly adorn the volumes of his Obferver, to which

\ve refer our readers for further information.

PHILIP II. king of Macedon, fourth fon of Amyntas II.

finifhed his education at Thebes, to which place his father had

fent him as a hoftage. Here he had the ineftimable advantage
of being placed, at the age of fifteen, under the immediate guid-
ance ot the great Epaminondas; and while he was inftru&ed by
a Pythagorean philofopher in the doctrines of that feel, the con-

verfation of Epaminondas ftill improved his knowledge, and

taught him the lovelinefs of virtue. High and exalted fenti-

rnents of glory were heft fitted to his difpofition, and all the arts

and accomplifhments which led to this, he rtudionfly cultivated,

and eagerly acquired [R"|.
From the great Theban he learned

activity and vigour in all military operations ;
addrefs and faga-

city in improving all opportunities, and turning every incident

to his advantage; his j'lllicc and clemency he did not, as Plu-

tarch obferves, equally adopt. In fac>, his inordinate love of

glory overcame thofe and other virtues which he really erteemed,
whenever they came in competition. On the death of his bro-

ther Perdiccas III. in the year 360, A. C. Philip flew to the

protection of his country, then in imminent danger; and under

the title of regent and protector to his infant nephew Amyntas,
afTumed the reins of government : ere long, however, the young
king was fet niide, by an interruption of fucceilion not uncom-
mon in that kingdom, and Philip was completely inverted with

royalty. He now employed himfelf in new modelling the army,
and inftituted the celebrated Macedonian phalanx, which led to fo

many victories. Two pretenders to the crown, and four formi-

dable enemies actually in arms, did not long embarrafs Philip.
Some he bribed into peace, and others he conquered. He made

peace with the Paconians, averted the invafion of Paufanias, one
of the claimants of the crown, and defeated and flew Argxus
the other, near Methone, though fupported by the Atb.enir.ns.

j island'* Lir: of Philip.

In
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In another year he added Pxonia to his dominions, and com-

pletely defeated the Illyrims, who had been very, formidable to

Macedon. Their old but gallant king Bardyllis fell in the actionv

Constantly attentive to all probabilities of advantage, Philip, iu

the third year of his reign, befieged and took Amphipolis, though,
he had pledged himfelf by a treaty with Athens to leave it inde-

pendent ; and, that he might arm himfelf againlt their refent-

ment, llrengthened his alliance with the Olynthians, to whom he

gave up Py.dna and Potidasa. An expedition into Thrace now
made him mafter of Crcnidze, and the rich gold-mines in its

neighbourhood. He placed a Macedonian garrifon in the city,,

and changed its name to Philippi. The mines, which had been,

neglected, he, with much intelligence and perfeverance, brought
into ufe, and drew from them an annual revenue of ten thoufand

talents; or between five and fix hundred thoufand. pounds; which
contributed afterwards very materially, under the guidance of his

policy and valour, to the prodigious increafe of his power. In
the fourth year of his reign he married Olympias, daughter of

Neoptolemus, king of the Molbfli, and niece of the reigning

king Arymbas ;
and this

princefs within a twelvemonth made
him the father of the famous Alexander. Meanwhile, the poli-
tical activity and talents of Philip were irrefiftible. It was in.

vain that the kings of Thrace, Paeonia, and Illyria combined

againft him; he attacked them by fnrprife, and reduced them to

fubjection. It is faid by Plutaich, that he received on the fame

Jay three remarkable pieces of news. That lie had obtained

the prize at the Olympic games, that he had defeated the Illy-

rians,- and that he had a foil born. In confequence of this laft

event he immediately wrote to Ariftotle a letter, which is ftill

extant,, to defire that he would fuperintend the education of his

fon. As fome check to his felicity, at the fiege of Methone he

loll an eye: but it lias been well obfcrved by an ancient writer,,

that he regarded any bodily lofs. as a cheap iiicrifice to attain the

objects of his ambition. To the conque(t of all Greece that

ambition now began to point, and proceeded for feveral years*

unobferved by the Athenians, whofe oppofttion to it was likely

to be mutt formidable. Demofthenes was one of the firft who

perceived the danger, and moft ftrenuoully continued to excite his

countrymen to relift it. At length, in the year 348 A.C. when
he op-nly attacked their allies of Olynthus, they were perfuaded

by the Olymhiac orations of that orator to take arms againft

him. Their efforts however proved ineffectual. Partly by valour,

partly by treachery, Olynthus was taken, the city razed, and the

inhabitants fold for ilaves. The Athenians found it ncceflary

to treat for peace, and Demofthenes himfelf was one of the

aaibafladors appointed to fettle the terms. The progrefs of Philip

now more rapid. Having made himfelf a party in thq

(acred



PHILIP.

facred war, he took that opportunity of feizing Phocis ; he gained
aMo the important pals of Thermopylae, and was admitted into

the public council of the Amphictyons. This, as he had not yet
been acknowledged a member of the Hellenic body, was a confi-

derable ftep, but even the Athenians at length fubmitted to it.

By degrees he became matter of Theffaly, made great progrefs
in Thrace, and invaded Euboea. The Athenians were now agsin
called forth, and, by the valour of Phocion, difpoiTelfed his forces

and adherents of all footing in that ifland. The fame able

commander foon after relieved Byzantium. Being baffled in

thefe attempts, Philip made an incurfion into Scythia, but thofe

barbarians proved more formidable enemies than he had hitherto

found
;

for though he fucceeded at firft, and took much fpoil,

yet loft it all in his retreat, which was nearly cut off by the

Triballi
;
and he himfelf would have loft his life, had he not

been faved by the brave interference of his fon Alexander. He
returned without much delay to his defigns on Greece. By his

intrigues in the Amphi&yonic council, he caufed himfelf to be

appointed to the command in a new kind of facred war; and
tinder this pretence led his forces into Greece, and fummoned
all the ftates to attend his ftandard. The Thebans and Athe-
nians were now alarmed, and the more fo when he feized the

fortrefs of Elatea in Phocis, which commanded the pafs into

Bceotia and Attica. They declared war againft him ; foon after

which he marched into Bceotia, and in the fatal battle of Chas-

ronea, fought in the year 338 A. C. put an end to the liberties

of Greece. When he had gained this object, he began to look

forward to another ftill greater, and, afTembling the ftates of

Greece at Corinth, propofed an invafion of Perfia. This, how-
ver, was an enterprife which his fon, and not himfelf, was

deftined to fulfil ; for before his preparations towards that defign
were nearly completed, he was airaflinated by Paufanias, a young
man to whom he had denied juftice againft one Attalus. This

happened in the year 336 A. C. two years after the battle of

ChWonea. Many anecdotes are related of this prince, by Plu-

tarch and others, which mark the energy, decifion, and fagacity
ot his mind ; but his whole character is moft judicioufly fum-
med up by his able biographer Dr. Leland, with whofe words
this article may properly be clofed.
" Thus died Philip king of Macedon, at the age of forty-feven

years, after a reign of twenty-four, fpent in toils and difficulties,

and enterprifes of hazard and danger, in which he fo eminently

difplayed that extent and elevation of genius ; that firmnefs and

greatnefs of mind ; that juftnefs and accuracy, penetration, and

fagacity in forming his defigns ;
that true difcernment in choofmg

the means of conducting them; and that vigour and refolution in

executing them, which have juftly rendered him the objedl of

admira-
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admiration to all thofe who are acquainted with the Grecian

itory." The hiftorian then refolves all the apparent inconfift-

encies of his character into the love of glory, to which all his

other qualities were fubfervient. " If terror and feverhy were

necellary for the eftabliihment of his power, his fentiments of

humanity eafily yielded to the dictates of his ambition
;
and the

diitreiTcs in \vhich whole dates and countries were involved he

regarded with indifference and unconcern. If diflimulation and
artifice were required, his perfect knowledge of mankind, joined
to his obliging and iniinuating deportment, enabled him to prac-
tife thefe with the moft confummate addrefs

;
and thus were

candour and ingenuoufnefs frequently facrih'ced to his fchemes
of greatnefs. If corruption was necefiary, he knew its power,
and was perfect in the art of propagating and recommending it,

by the faireit and moft plaufible pretences; and although he

endeavoured, from a full conviction of its fatal confequences, to

check its progrefs in his own kingdom (as appears from his dif-

couraging his fon's attempts to introduce it) yet he never fcru-

pled to make it his inftrument to deftroy his rivals. Hence we
find him ibmetimes reprefented as a cruel, crafty, and perfidious

prince, who laid it down as his favourite maxim, that it was a

tolly when he had. killed the father, to leave any of his family
alive to revenge his death

;
who profeiTed to aniufe men with

oaths, as children with toys ;
and who was rather the- purchafer

than the conqueror of Greece. If, on the other hand, the fpe-
cious appearances of generolity, condefcenfion, and benevolence

were required to ferve his great purpofes, no man was more capa-
ble of affuming them ; no man could difplay thorn more naturally
and gracefully. If his reputation was to be exalted, or the

number of his partizans to be increafed, he could confer favours

with ap air of the utmoit cordiality and affection, he could li'tcn

to reproof with patience, and acknowledge his errors with the

mod fpecious femblance of humanity : he could conquer his

enemies and revilers by his good offices, and reconcile their

affections by unexpected and unmerited liberalities. Hence

again we find him imblazoned by all the pomp of praife ;
as

humane and benevolent, merciful, and placable ; in the midit

of all the inlblence of victory, careful to excrcife the virtues of

humanity ;
and gaining a fecond and more glorious triumph, by

the kindnefs and clemency, with which he reconciled and com-

manded the affections of thofe whom his arms had fubdued. la

a word, his virtues and vices were directed and proportioned to

his great defigns of power: his moft fhining and exalted quali-

ties influenced, in a great meafure, by his ambition : and even

to the moft exceptionable parts of his conduct was he chiefly

'determined by their conveniency, and expediency. If he was

uniuft, he was, like Cxfar, unjuft for the fake of empire. If

VOL. XII. P he
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he gloried in the fuccefs acquired by his virtues, or his intel-

lectual accomplishments, rather than in that which the force of

arms could gain, the reafon which he himfelf afligned points out

his true principle. In the former cafe, faid he, the glory is

entirely my own
;

in the other, my generals and foldiers have
their fhare." The reader fhould perhaps be cautioned not to

confider this account as any extenuation of the faults of this

monarch. It marks him as a man of confummate abilities ;

but while it accounts for fome of his vices, it takes away the

chief merit, even from his apparent virtues.

PHILIPS (FABIAN) [R], author of feveral books relating to

ancient cuftoms and privileges in England, was the-fon of a

gentleman, and born at Preftbury in Glouceftermire, Sept. 28,

1601. When he was very young, he fpent fome time in one of

the inns of chancery ;
and thence tranflated himfelf to the

middle-temple, where he became learned in the law. In the

civil wars he continued loyal, having always been an alfertor of

the king's prerogative ;
and was fo paflionate a lover of Charles I.

that, two days before the king was beheaded, he wrote a protefta-
tion againft the intended murder, which he can fed to be printed,
and affixed to pofts in all public places. He alfo publiihed, in

i649> 4-to, a pamphlet entitled,
" Veritas Inconculfaj or King

Charles I. no man of blood, but a martyr for his people:"
which was reprinted in 1660 fs], 8vo. In 1653, when the courts

of juftice at' Weftmi niter, especially the chancery, were voted

down by Oliver's parliament, he publifhed,
" Confiderations

againft the diflblving and taking them away:" for which he

received the thanks of William Lenthall, efq; fpeaker of the

late parliament, and of the keepers of the liberties of England.
For fome time, he was filazer for London, Middlefex, Cam-

bridgefhire, and Huntingdonfhire ;
and fpent much money in

icarching records, and writing in favour of the royal preroga-
tive : yet he got no advantage from it, except the place of one
of the commiflioners for regulating the law, worth 2ool. per

annum, which only lafted two years. After the reiteration of

Charles II. when the bill for taking away the tenures was de-

pending in parliament, he wrote and publifhed a book, to fhew
the necellity of preferving them. Its title is

" Tenenda non
Tollenda : or, the Neceflity of preferving Tenures in Capite,
and by Knight's-fervice, which, according to their firft inftitu-

tion, were, and arc yet, a great part of the falus populi, &c.

1660," 4to. In 1663, he publiihed,
" The Antiquity, Lega-

lity, Reafon, Duty, and Ntceflity of Pr*e-emption and rourvey-
'ance for the King," 4to; and, afterwards, many other pieces

upon fubjecls of a fimilar kind. He likewife aflifted Dr. Bates

ia Britannica. [s] Fafti Oxon.

in
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in his " Elenchus Motuum ;" efpecially in fearchingthe records
and offices for that work. He died, Nov. 17, 1690, in his Both

year; and was buried near his wife, in the church of Twyford
in Middlefex. He was a man well acquainted with records and
antiquities; but his manner of writing is not clofe or well

digelied. He publifhcd a political pamphlet in 1681, which,
fuppofing him to have been fmcere, proves his paifion for royal
prerogative to have been much fuperior to his

fagacity and judge-
ment : it is entitled,

" Urfa Major et Minor; fhewin<r, that
there is no fuch fear, as is faclioully pretended, of popery and

arbitrary power."
PHILIPS (CATHERINE), an Englifh lady of great wit and

accomplishments, was the daughter of Mr. Fowler, a merchant
of London

; and born there in 1631 [T~J. She was educated at

'a boarding- fchool in Hackney; where (he diftinguifhed herfelf

early for her fkill in poetry. She became the wife of James
Philips, of the priory of Cardigan, efq; and afterwards went
with the vifcountefs of Dungannon into Ireland. At the requeft
of the earl of Orrery, ftie tranflated from the French, and dedi-

cated to the countefs of Cork,
" Corneille's tragedy of Pompey ;"

which was feveral times acted at the new theatre there in 1663
and 1664, in which la ft year it was publifhed. She tranflated

alfo the four fir(t a&s of *

Horace," another tragedy of Cor-

neille; the fifth being done by fir John Denham. This excel-

lent and amiable lady, for fuch it ftems (he was, died of the

fmall pox in London, the 22d of June, 1664, to the regret of
all the beau-monde :

"
having not left," fays Langbaine,

"
any

of her fex her equal in poetry."
" She not only equalled,"

adds he,
"

all that is reported of the poeteiles of antiquity, the

Lefbian Sappho and the Roman Sulpitia, but juftly found her

admirers among the greateft poets of our age:"[u] and then

he mentions the earls of Orrery and Rofcommon, Cowley, and

others. Cowley wrote an ode upon her death- Dr. Jeremy

Taylor had addreffed to her his " Meafures and Offices of triend-

fhip:" the fecond edition of which was printed in 1657, icrtto.

She a (Turned the name of Orinda. In 1667, were printed, in

folio,
" Poems by the mod defervedly admired Mrs. Catherine

Philips, the matchlefs Orinda. To which is added, Monfieur

Corneille's Pompey and Horace, tragedies. With feveral other

tranflations from the French ;" and her portrait before them,

engraven by Faithorn. There was likewife another edition in

1678, folio; in the preface of which we are told, that " (he

wrote her familiar letters with great facility,
in a very fair hand,

and perfect orthography; and if they were collected with thofe

excellent difcourfes fhe wrote on feveral fubje&s, they would

[T] General Dictionary, [u] Account pf.tewwtip feet*

p a mat*
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make a volume much larger than that of her poems." In 170?;,
a fmall volume of her letters to fir Charles Cotterrell was printed
under the title of,

" Letters from Orinda to Poliarchus:" the

editor of which tells us, that *'
they were the effect of an happy-

intimacy between herfelf and the late famous Poliarchus, and
are an admirable pattern for the pleafing correfpondcnce of a

virtuous friendlhip. They will fufficiently inftnicl us, how an

intcrcourfe of writing between perfons of different fexes ought
to be managed with delight and innocence ;

and teach the world
not to load fuch a commerce with ceniure and detraction, when
it is removed at fuch a dirtance from even the appearance of

guilt."
PHILIPS (JoH\), an Englifli poet [x], was fon of Dr.

Stephen Philips, archdeacon of Salop ;
and born at Bampton in

Oxfordshire, Dec. 30, 1676. After being xvell grounded in

grammar-learning, he was fent to Wincheiter fchool, and be-

coming an excellent claflical fcholar, was removed thence to

Chrift-church in Oxford, where he performed all his univerfity
exercifes with applaufe. Following, however, the natural bent

of his genius, which lay towards poetry, he applied himfelf to

read the beft poets, particularly Milton
;
whom he fhidied fo

intenfely, that it is faid there was not an allufion in " Paradife

Loft," drawn from any hint in either Homer or Virgil, to which
he could not immediately refer. Yet he was not fo much in

love with poetry, as to neglet any other parts of good litera-

ture : he was very well veried in the knowledge of nature, and

particularly {killed in all manner of antiquities, as he has with

much art and beauty mewed in his poetry. While he was at

Oxford, he was honoured with the acquaintance of the beft and

politeft men in it ;
and had a particular intimacy with Mr. Ed-

mund Smith, author of the tragedy of Phasdra and Hippolitus.
The firft poem, which diftinguiihed him, was his "

Splendid

Shilling;" which the author of the Taller ftyles
" the fineit

burlefque poem in the Britifh language." His next, entitled,
*' Blenheim," he wrote at the requeft of the earl of Oxford,
and Mr. Henry St. John, afterwards lord Bolingbroke, on occa-

fion of the victory obtained at that place by the duke ot Marl-

borough in 1704. It was publifhed in 1705 ;
and the year after

he rimmed a third poem, upon
"
Cyder," the firft book of which

had been written at Oxford. It is founded upon the model of

Virgil's
"

Gcorgics," and is very excellent in its kind. All

that we have more by Philips is, a Latin " Ode to Henry St.

John, Efq;" which is alfo efteemed a mafter-piece. He was

contriving greater things; but illnefs coming on, he was obliged
to relinquish all purfuits, but the care of his health. All his

[x] Sewell's Life and character of Mr. John Philips, prefixed to his poems, 1720,
$vo. General Di&ionary.

6 care,
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care, however, was not fufficient to keep him alive: for, after

lingering a longtime in a confumption, attended with an afthma,
he died at Hereford, Feb. 15, 1708, when he had not reached
his thirty-third year. He was interred in the cathedral there,
with an infcription over his grave ;

and had a monument erected

to his memory, in Weftminfter-abbey, by fir Simon Harcourt,
afterwards lord chancellor, with an epitaph upon it, written by
Dr. Atterbury, though commonly afcribed to Dr. Freind [Yj.

Philips was one of thofe few poets, whofe Mufe and manners
were equally excellent and amiable

; and both were fo in a very
eminent degree.

Dr. Johnfon obfejves, that "
Philips has been always praifed,

without contradiction, as a man modi.il, blamelefs, and pious;
who bore a. narrow fortune without difcontent, and tedious and

painful maladies without impatience; beloved by thofe that

knew him, but not ambitious to be known. He was probably
not formed for a wide circle. Hiscouverfation is commended for

its innocent gaiety, which fecms to have flowed only among his

intimates
;

for I have been told, that he was in company filent

and barren, and employed only upon the pleafures of his pipe.
His addiction to tobacco is mentioned by one of his biographers,
who remarks that .in all his writings, except

*

Blenheim,' he
has found an opportunity of celebrating the fragrant fume. In
common life, he was probably one of thofe who pleafe by not

offending, and whofe perfon was loved, becaufe his writings
were admired. He died honoured and lamented, before any

?art

of his reputation had wit he- red, and before his patron St.

ohn had difgraced him. His works are few. The <

Splendid

Shilling,' has the uncommon merit of an original defign, unlefs

it may be thought precluded by the ancient Centos. To degrade
the founding words and (lately conftruclion of Milton, by an

application to the lowed and mo(t trivial things, gratifies the

mind with a momentary triumph over that grandeur which hi-

therto held its captives in admiration ;
the words and things are

prefented with a new appearance, and novelty is always grateful
where it gives no pain. But the merit of fuch performances

begins and ends with the firft author. He that mould again

adapt Milton's phrafe to the grofs incidents of common life,

and even adapt it with more art, which would not be difficult,

muft yet expect but a fmall part of the praife which Philips has

obtained
; he can only hope to be confidered as the repeater of

ajeft."" There is a Latin ' Ode' written to his patron St. John, in

return for a prcfent of wine and tobacco, which cannot be

palled without notice. It is gay, and elegant, and exhibits

[v] Sec his Epiftolary Corrcfpondi nee, vol. H. p 412.
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feveral artful accommodations of claffick expreffions to new

purpofes. It feems better turned than the odes of Hannes *. To
the poem on '

Cider,' written in imitation of the '

Georgicks,'

may be given this peculiar praife, that it is grounded in truth;

that the precepts which it contains are exacl and juft; and that

it is therefore at once, a book of entertainment and of fcience.

This I was told by Miller, the great gardener and botanift, whofe

expreffion wa?, that * there were many books written on the

fame fubjet in profe, which do not contain fo much truth as

that poem.
3

In the djfpofition of his matter, fo as to interfperfe

precepts relating to the culture of trees, with fcntiments more

generally pleafing, and in eafy and graceful tranfitions from one

fubje& to another, he has very diligently imitated his mailer;
but he unhappily pi a fed himfelf with blank verfe, and fuppofed
that the numbers of Milton, which imprcfs the mind with vene-

ration, combined as they are with iubje&s of inconceivable

grandeur, could be fuftained by images which at mofl can rife

only to elegance. Contending angels may (hake the regions of

heaven in blank verfe ;
but the flow of equal meafures, and the

embellishment of rhyme, tnuft recommend to our attention the

art of engrafting, and decide the merit of the redftrcak and

pearmain* What ftudy could confer, Philips had obtained ;
but

natural deficience cannot be fupplied. He feems not born to

greatnefs and elevation. He is never lofty, nor does he often

furprife with unexpected excellence ; but perhaps to his lafl

poem may be applied what Tully faid of the work of Lucre-

tius, that "
it is written with much art, though with few blazes

of genius.."
It is remarkable, that there were two poets of both the names

of this author, who flourished in his time: one of whom was

nephew to Milton, and wrote feveral things, particularly fame

memoirs of his uncle, and part of Virgil Traveflied. The
other was the author of two political farces, both printed in

1716; i. " The Earl of Marr marred, with the Humours of

Jocky the Highlander." 2. " The Pretender's Flight : or, a

Mock Coronation, with the Humours of the facetious Harry
St. John."
PHILIPS (AMBROSE), an Englifh poet, was defcendcd from

an ancient family in Leicefterihire, and educated at St. John's-

college in Cambridge, where he wrote his "
Paftorals;" a fpe-

Cies of poetry, in which he has been thought by fome to have

excelled. When he quitted the univerfity, and repaired to the

metropolis, he became, as Jacob exprefles himfelf,
" one of

the wits at Button's [z];" and there contracted an acquaintance
with the gentlemen of the belles lettres, who frequented it,

* A poet in the Mufz Anglicans. [z] Lives of the Poets,

Sir
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Sir Richard Steele was his particular friend, and inferted in his

Tatler, No. 12, a little poem of his, called " A Winter-piece,"
dated from Copenhagen the gth of May, 1709, and addrefled

to the earl of Dorfet. Sir Richard thus mentions it with ho-

nour: " This is as fine a piece as we ever had from any of the

fchoolsof the moft learned painters. Such images as thefe give
us a new pleafure in our fight, and fix upon our minds traces of

reflection, which accompany us wherever the like objedts occur."

Pope, too, who had a confirmed averfion to Philips, when he

affedled to defpife his other works, always excepted this out of

the number.

Steele was alfo an admirer of Philips's Paftorals, which
had then obtained a great number of readers; and was about to

form a critical comparifon of Pope's Paftorals with thofe of

Philips, with a view of giving the preference to the latter.

Pope, apprifed of Steele's defign, and always jealous of his own

reputation, contrived the moft artful method to defeat it : which!

was, by writing a paper for the Guardian, No. 40, after feveral

others had been employed there on pafloral poetry, upon the

merits of Philips and himfelf; and fo ordering it, as that himfelf

was found the better verfifier, while Philips was preferred as

the beft Arcadian. Upon the publication of this paper, the

enemies of Pope exulted, to fee him placed below Philips, in

a fpLcies of poetry, upon which he was fuppofed to value him-

felf ; but were extremely mortified, foon after, to find that Pope
himfelf was the real author of the paper, and that the whole

criticifm was an irony. The next work Philips published,
after his Paltorals, was,

" The Life of John Williams, Lord-

Keeper of the Great Seal, Bilhop of Lincoln, and Archbifhop
of York, in the Reigns of James and Charles I." He is fuppofed
to have undertaken this, for the fake of making known his po-
litical principles.

Meanwhile, he fell under the fevere difpleafure of Pope, who

fatirized him with his ufual keennefs. It was faid, he ufed to

mention Pope as an enemy to the government; and it is certain,

that the revenge, which Pope took upon him for this abufe,

greatly ruffled his temper. Philips was not Pope's match in the

art of fatirizjng, and therefore had recourfe to another weapon;
for he (tuck up a rod at Button's corree-houfe, with which he

threatened to chaitife his antagonift, whenever he fhould meet

him. But Pope prudently declined going to a place, where he

muR have felt the refentment of an enraged author, as much

fuperior to him in bodily ftrength,
as inferior in genius and (kill

in verfifying.
Befides Pope, there were fome other writers who have written

in burlefque of Philips's poetry, which was fingular in its man-

ner, and not difficult to imitate ; particularly Mr. Henry Carey,

P 4 who.
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who, by fome lines in Philips's flyle, and which were for feme
time thought to be dean Swift's, fixed on that author the name
of Namby Pamby. Ifaac Hawkins Browne alfo imitated him
in his Pipe of Tobacco. This, however, is written with

great good humour, and, though intended to bllrlefque, is by no
means defigned to ridicule Philips, lie having taken the very
fame liberty with Swift, Pope, Thorn fon, Young, and Cibbcr.

As a dramatic writer, Philips has certainly conftderable merit.

All his pieces of that kind met with fuccefs, and one of them
is at this time a ftandard of entertainment at both theatres, being

generally repeated feveral times in every fcafon. The titles of

them all, being three in number, are, i.
" The DiitrefTed Mo-

ther," from the French of Racine, ailed in 1711. 2.
" The

Briton," a tragedy, aded in 1721. And, 3.
"
Humfrey Duke

of Gloucefter," adied a! fo in 1721.

Philips's circumftanccs were in general, through his life,

rot only eafy, but rather affluent, in confequence of his being

connected, by his political principles, with perfons of great
rank and confequence. He was concerned with Dr. Hugh
Boulter, afterwards archbifhop of Armagh, the right honourable

Richard Weft, lord-chancellor of Ireland, the reverend Mr.
Gilbert Burnet, and the reverend Mr. Henry Stevens, in writing
a feries of papers called " The Free-Thinker,'' which were all

publifhed together by Philips, in 3 vols. 8vo. In the latter

part of queen Anne's reign, he was fecretary to the Hanover

club, a let of noblemen and gentlemen who had formed an

afTociation in honour of that fucceflion, and for the fupport of

its interefts ;
and who ufed particularly to diftinguifh in their

toafts fuch of the fair-fex as were moft zealoufly attached to the

illuftrious houfe of Brunfwick. Mr. Philips's Ration in this

club, together with the zeal fhewn in his writings, recom-

mending him to the notice and favour of the new government,
he was, foon after the acccffion of king George I. put into the

commiflion of the peace, and, in 1717, appointed one of the

commillioners of the lottery. On his friend Dr. Boulter's being
made primate of Ireland, he accompanied that prelate, and in

S -pt. 1734, was appointed regiftrar of the prerogative court at

Dublin, had other confiderable preferments bellowed on him,
and was elected a member of the- Houfe of Commons there, as

reprefentative for the county of Armagh. At length, having

purchafed an annuity for life of 400!. per annum, he came over

to England fome time in the year 1748, but did not long enjoy
hi? fortune, being (truck with a p:)!fy, of which he oiid, June
18, 1749, in his 78th year, at his lodgings near Vi-iux-hall.
" Of his pcrfonal character," fays Dr. Johnfon,

'*
all I have

heard is, that he was eminent for bravery, and {kill in the fvvord,

and that in converfation he was folemn and pompous." He is

fomewhere
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fomewhere called Quaker Philips, but he appears to have been
a man of integrity; for the late Paul White-head relates ^hat
when Mr. Acklifon was fecretary of Rate, Philips applied to him
for fome preferment, but was coolly anfvvered,

*'
that it was

thought that he was already provided for, by being made a juftice
for Weftminfter. To this obfervation our author, with fome
indignation, replied,

"
Though poetry was a trade he could not

live by, yet he (corned to owe fubfiftence to another which he

ought not to live by."
Gildon, in his "

Complete Art of Poetry," has mentioned

Philips in padoral writing with Theocritus and Virgil: he cer-

tal-.ly is not fo contemptible as Pope affected to think him.

PHILO, an ancient Greek writer, and of a noble
family

among the Jews [A], flourifhed at Alexandria in the reign of

Caligula. He was the chief perfon of an embaffy, which was
fent to Rome about the year 42, to plead the caufe of his nation

againft Apion, who was commilTioned by the Alexandrians to

charge it with neglecting the honours due to Caefar; but that'

emperor would not fuffcr him to fpeak, and behaved to him with
fuch anger, that Philo was in no fmall danger of lofing his life.

He went a feconcl time to Rome, in the reign of Claudius; an<J

then, according to Eufebius and Jerome, became acquainted,
and upon terms of friendship, with St. Peter. Photius fays
further, that he was baptized into the ChrifUan religion, and
afterwards from fome motive of refentment, renounced it

; but
there is much uncertainty in all thi% and few believe that St.

Peter was at Rome fo early as the reign of Claudius, if he was
there at all.

Be this as it will, Philo was educated at Alexandria, and made
an uncommon progrefs in eloquence and philofophy. After the

fafiiion of the time, he cultivated, like many of his religion,
the philofophy of Plato, whofe principles he imbibed fo deeply,
and whofe manner he imitated fo well, that it grew to be a

common faying,
" aut Plato philonizat, aut Philo platonizat."

Jofephus calls him a man " eminent on nil accounts:" and Eu-
febius defcribes him,

"
copious in fpeech, rich in fentiments,

and fublime in the knowledge of holy writ." Meanwhile, he

was fo much immerfed in philofophy, the Platonic in particular,
that he neglected to acquaint himfelf with the Hebrew lan-

guage, and the rites and cuftoms of his own people. Scaliger,
in his ufual way, fays that Philo " knew no more of Hebrew
and Syriac, than a Gaul or a Scythian." Grotius is of opinion,
that " he is not fully to be depended on, in what relates to the

manners of the Hebrews:" and Cudworth goes fomewhat fur-

[A] Fabric. Bibl. Grzc. vol. iii. and Cave. Hift. Litcrar. vol. i. Jofeph. Antiq.

Judsor. lib. xviii. c. 8. Eufeo. Hid. Ecclef. lib. ii. c. 17. Hicron. dc Script. Ecclcf.

-. ii. Cod.. 105.

ther,
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thor, when he fays, that,
"

though a Jew by nation, he was yet

very ignorant of Jewifh cudoms." Fabricius cannot come into

the opinion of thefe great men : and, though he allows fome in-

advertencies and errors of Philo with regard to thefe matters,

yet he does not think them a fumcient foundation, on. which to

charge fo illuftrious a doctor of the law with ignorance. He
could not have denied, however, that Philo's paflibn for philo-

fophy had made him more than half a Pagan: for it led him to

interpret the law and the prophets upon Platonic ideas
; and to

admit nothing as truly interpreted, which was not agreeable
to the principles of the academy. This led him dill further,
to turn every thing into allegory, and to deduce the darkrd

meanings from the plained words: which pernicious practice

Origen imhated afterwards, and expofed himfelf by it to the

feoffs of Celfus and Porphyry. The writings of Philo abound
with high and mydical, new and fubtile, far-fetched and ab-

ftracted notions, where the doctrines of Plato and Mofes are

fo promifcuoufly blended, that it is not an eafy matter to afiign
to each his own principles. In the mean time, we fhould greatly

injure this Jevvilh Plato not to own, that there are in his works

irinny excellent things. Though he is continually platonizing,
arid allegorizing the fcriptures, yet he abounds wiih fine fenti-

nients and ledons of morality: and his morals are rather the

morals of a Chridian than of a Jew. Hidory likewife, as well

as his own writings, gives us all imaginable reafon to conclude,
that he was a man of great prudence, conftancy, and virtue.

His works were firft publidied in Greek by I urnebus, at

Paris, in 1552; to which a Latin tranflation, made by Gelenius,
was afterwards added, and printed feveral times with it. The
Paris edition of 164.0, in folio, was the bed that was publidied
for a whole century; which made Gotelerius fay, that " Philo

was an author that deferved to hav;e a better text and a better

verfion." In 1742, a handfome edition was published at London,

by Dr. Mangey, in 2 vols. folio; which, though it is certainly

preferable, if it were only for the paper and print, is not yet fo

good a one as Philo dcfervrs.

PHILOLAUS, of Crotona, an ancient celebrated philo-

fopher of the Pythagorie fchool, to whom fome have afcribed
" The Golden Verfes of Pythagoras." He made the heavens

his principal object of contemplation ; and is generally fuppofcd
lo have been the author of that fydem, which Copernicus after-

wards revived, and is now known to be the true fydem of the

world. This made Bullialdus place the name of Philolaus at the

the head of two works, written to confirm and illudrate tha^

fydem .

PHILOPONUS (JOHN'), a grammarian of Alexandria in the

fevemh century, who from his indefatigable diligence acquired
this
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this firnatne, implying, a lover of labour. He was

ftrono-ly
attached to the philofophy of Ariftotle, many of whofe tracts

he published with learned commentaries. He was a difciple of
Ammonius the fon of Hermeas. He profelled Chriftianitv. but
was a heretic, being one of the chief introducers of the feel ot Tri-

theites, \vhich was condemned in the council of Conftantinople
in 68r. Phi'oponus wrote many works philofophical and the-

ological, as well as grammatical ; and is laid to have obtained of

Amrou, general ot the Caliph Omar I. that the library of
Alexandria (hould be preferved after the taking of that city.
But the barbarifm of Omar prevented the intention of the ge-
neral from taking effect, and the books were employed to

light
the public baths for fix months. It isfuppofed that Philoponus
was itill living in 641, but further particulars are not known.

PHILOSTORGIUS, an ancient ecclefiaftical hiftorian,
was born in Cappadocia, about the year 388 [B]. He was

brought up in Arian principles, fo that his hiftory is not free

from partiality; and it is manifeft that he favours thofe heretics,

while he is fometimes feverer than he mould be upon their

adverfaries. Otlierwife, there are many ufeful things in his

writings relating to the antiquities of the church; and his ftyle
would not be amifs, if it did not abound fo.much in figurative
and poetical expreflions. His hiftory is divided into twelve

books: it begins with the controverfy between Arius and Alex-

ander in 320, and ends about 425, in the time of the younger
Theodolius. It was had in fuch deteftation among the ancient

orthodox, that we cannot be furprifed, if it has not been pre-
ferved entire to our times : but we have an abridgement of it

in Photius, and fome extracts taken out of Suidas and other

authors. Jac. Gothofredus, a learned lawyer, firft publifhed
them at Geneva, in 1643, 410, with a Latin trariilation and

large notes. Valefius having reviewed this abridgement by the

manufcripts, and corrected the text in feveral places, caufed it

to be printed with the other ecclefiaftical hiftorians, at Paris,

in 1673, folio. It was afterwards reprinted at London, in

1720, when Reading republifhed Valerius's edition, in three

relumes, folio.

PHILOSTRATUS (FLAVIUS), an ancient Greek author,

who wrote the life of Apollonjus Tyanenfis, and fome other

things which are fiill extant [c'J. Eufehius, in his work againft

Hierocles, calls him an Athenian, becaufe he taught at Athens;

but Eunapius and Suidas always fpeak of him as a Lemnian [D] :

and he hints, in his " Life of Apollonius," that he ufed to be at

Lemuos, when he was young. He was one of thofe who ire-

B] Dup'n.

cj Fabric.

Bibl. Aut. Cent. 5. Fabric. Bibl. Grzc. vol. iv.

Bibl. Graec. vol. iy, [D] Lib. vi. *7^

quented
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quented the fchools of the Sophifts ;
and he mentions his having

heard Damianus of Ephefus, Proclus Naucratitas, and Hippo-
clromus of Lariifa[Ej. This Ihews, that he lived in the reign
of the emperor Severus, from 193 to 21 2, when thofe Sophifts
flourifhed : but we have other proofs of it. He became
known afterwards to Julia Augufta, the confort of Severus; and
was one of thofe learned men whom this philofophic emprefs
had continually about her. It was by her command, that lie

wrote the " Life of Apollonius Tyanenfis[p] ;" as he himlelf

relates in the fame place, where he informs ns of his con-
nections with that learned lady. Suidas and Hefychius fay,
that he taught rhetoric, firft at Athens, and then at Rome, from
the reign of Severus to that of Philippus, who obtained the

empire in 244.
The moft celebrated work of Philoftratus is his

" Life of

Apollonius," which has erroneoufly been attributed to Lucian,
becaufe it has been printed with fome of that author's pieces

[cj. Philoftratus there endeavours, as Cyril obferves, to re-

prefent Apollonius as fome wonderful and extraordinary perfon ;

rather to be admired and adored as a god, than to be conlidered

fimply as a man. Hence Eunapius, in the preface to his
" Lives of the Sophifts," fays, that the title of that work
Ihould rather have been,

" The Coming of a God to Men :"

and Hierocles, in his book againft the Chriftians, which was
called "

Philalethes," which was refuted by Eufebius in a Avork

ftill extant, among other things drew. a comparifon between

Apollonius and Jefus Chrift. That Philoitnuus's work was

compofed with a view to difcredit the miracles and doclrines of

Jefus, by fetting up other miracles and other doclrines againft

them, has always been fuppofed, and may be true: but that

Apollonius was really an impoftor and magician, though it has

always been fuppofed, yet may not be fo true. For any thing
we know, he may have been a wife and excellent perfon : and
it is remarkable, that Eufebius, though he had the worft opinion
of Philoftratus's hiftory, fays nothing ill of Apollonius. He
concluded, that this Hiftory was written to oppofe the hif-

tory of Jefus; and the ufe, which the ancient infidels made of

it, feems to juftify his opinion: but he draws no information

from it with regard to Apollonius. It would certainly have

been improper to have done fo: fmce the fophiftical and affedted

ftyle of Philoftratus, the fources from whence he owns his

materials to have been drawn, and above all, the abfurdities

and contradictions with which he abounds, plainly lhe\v his

Hiftory to be nothing but a collection of fables, either in-

vented or embellifhed by himfelf.

De Sophift. Lib. 5i. c. ail 23. 37. [F] De vit. Apollon. Lib. i.

Contra Julian. 3.

The
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The works of Philoftratus have been thought worthy of no
fmall pains, and have engaged the attention of critics of the
fidt clafs. Gravius had a delign of giving a correct edition of
them, as appears from the preface of Meric Cafaubon, to a
differtation upon an intended edition of Homer, printed at
London in 1658, 8vo. So had Bentley, who defigned to add a
new Latin verfion of his notes : and Fabricius fays [H J, that he
faw the firft fheet of Bentley 's edition printed at Leipfic in

1691, Both thefe defigns were dropped, on fome account
or other. A very exact and beautiful edition, however,
was publifhed at length, at Leipfic, in 1709, in folio, by
Olearius, profeilbr of the Greek and Latin tongues in the uni-

verfity there,,who has proved him felt' perfectly qualified for the
work he undertook, and fliewn all the judgement, learning, and

induftry, that are required to form an excellent editor. The
title will give a fufficient account of what is to be found in this

edition of Olearius; it runs thus: " Philoftratorum qua? fuper-
funt omnia. Vita Apollonii, libri vin: vitas Sophiftarum,
libri ii: Heroica : imagines priorcs atque pofteriores: et epif-
*olae. AccefTere Apollonii Tyanenfis epiitola:; L'ufebii liber

adverfus Hieroclem; Calliftrati defcriptiones ftatuarum. Omnia
ex Mil". Codd. recenfuit, notis perpetuis illuftravit, verfioncm
totam fere novam fecit Gottefridus Olearius."

We have faid enough of the " Life of Apollonius ;" the two
firft books of which were tranflated into Englifh, and publiihed
in 1680, in folio, by Charles Blount, with large notes, faid to

be taken in part from a manufcript of lord Herbert of Cher-

bury [i j.
At the end of Apollonius's

"
Life," are ninety-five"

Letters," which go under his name, but are not believed to

be his; the ftyle of them being very affected, and like that of
a fophift, and they bearing in other refpects, all the marks of a

forgery. Philoftratus fays[K |,
that he had feen a collection of

Apollonius's
" Letters" in Hadrian's library at Antium, but

had not inferted them all among thefe. They are very ihort,

and have in them little more than moral ientences. The
** Lives of the Sophifts," contain many things, which are to be

met with no where elfe. The " Heroics" of Philoftratus are

nothing but a dialogue between a vintner of Thracian Cherfo-

nefus and a Phoenician, in which the former draws characters

of Homer's heroes, and reprefents feveral things differently

from that poet: and this upon the faith of Protefilaus's ghoft,

who had lately,
vi filed his farm, which was not far from the

tomb of this hero. Olearius conjectures, with great probabi-

lity, that the defign of Philoftratus in this dialogue was covertly

Bibl. Grzc. vol. iv. [i] See BLOUNT, Charles.

In vit. Apollon. Ub. vii, zo. i

to
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to criticize fome things in Homer, which he durft not do

openly, on account of the great veneration then paid to this

ancient bard
;
and tor tear of the odium, which Zoilus and

others had incurred by cenfuringhim too freely. The " Icones"

or images are elegant defcriptions and illuftrations of fome an-

cient paintings, and other particulars relating to the fine arts:

to which Olearius has fubjoined the defcription of fome ftatues

by Calliftratus, for the fame reafon that he fubjoined Eufebius's

book againft Hierocles to the Life and Letters of Apol-
lonius ; namely, becaufe the fubjecls of thefe refpeclive works
are related to each other. The laft piece is a collection of

Philoftratus's
" Letters:" but fome of thefe, though it is not

eafy to determine which, were written by a nephew to the

principal Philoftratus r of the fame name
;

as were alio the laft

eighteen, in the book of images. This is the reafon, why the

title runs, not "
Phiioftrati," but " Philoitratorum quae fuperfunt

omni; ."

There were many of the name of Phtloftratus among the

ancients: and there were many other works of the Philoftratus

here recorded: but we have mentioned all that are extant.

PHLEGON, firnamed Trallianus, from Tralles a city of

JLydia, where he was born, was the emperor Hadrian's freed-

jnan, and lived at Icail to the eighteenth year of Antoninus

Pius; as appears from his mentioning theconfuls of that year.
He wrote leveral works full of erudition, of which there is no-

thing now left but fragments. Among thefe was an " Hif-

tory of the Olympiads,"
" A Treatife of long-lived Perfons,"

and another ot " Wonderful Things;" the fhort and broken
remains of which, Xylancler tranflated into Latin, and publilhed
at Bafil in 1568, with the Greek and with notes. Meurfius

gave a new edition of them, with his notes at Leyden, in 1622.

The titles of part of the rell of Phlegon's writings are preferved

by Suidus. It is concluded, that the "
Hiftory of Hadrian,"

publiihed under Phlegon's name, was written by Hadrian him-

lelf, from this pafTage of Spartianus [~L]
:
" Hadrian thi riled

fo much after fame," fays he,
" that he gave the books of his

own life, drawn up by himfelf, to his freedmen, commanding
them to publifh thofe books under their own names; for we
are told, that Hadrian wrote Phlegon's books."
What has made Phlegon's name more familiar among the

moderns, and his iragtnents paid a greater regard to than perhaps

they delerve, is, that he has been fuppofed to have fpoke of the

darknefs which prevailed during our Lord's paflion. The book,
in which the words are contained, is loll

;
but Eufebius [M j

[L] Spartian. in Adriano, jp. xvi. [M] Eufeb. Chronicon, p. 202, edit.

ri. AmSt. 165$.

has
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has preferved them in his " Chronicon." They are thefe: " In
the fourth year of the 2O2d Olympiad, there was a greater and
more remarkable eclipfe of the fun, than any that had ever

happened before : for at the fixth hour the day was fo turned
into the darknefs of night, that the very (tars in the firmament
were vifiblr

;
and there was an earthquake in Bithynia, which

threw down many houfes in the
ciry of Nica?a." Eufebius is

of opinion, that thefe words of PhK-gon related to the prodigies
which accompanied Chrift's crucifixion

; and many other fathers
of the church have thought the fame: but this belief is liable to

many difficulties, the chief of which is perhaps the following.
No man had ever a ftronger defire than Phlegon to compile
marvellous events, and to obferve the fupernatural circumftances
in them. How was it poffible then, that a man of this turn of
mind fhould not have taken notice of the mod furprifing cir-

cumftance in the eclipfe which he is fuppofed to hint at, namely,
its happening on the dav when the moon was at the full? But
had Phlegon done this, Eufebius would not have omitted it

; and

Origen [N] would not have faid, that Phlegon had omitted this

particular.
The queftion, whether Phlegon fpoke of the darknefs at the

time of Chrift's paflion, was canvafled here fome years ago, in

feveral diflertations on both fides. This controversy was occa-
fioned by the paflage from Phlegon being left out in an edition

of Clarke's Boyle's Ledlures, publifhed foon after his death, at

the perfuafion of Sykes, who had fuggefted to Clarke, that an
undue ftrefs had been laid upon it. Whifton, who informs
us of this affair [o], exprefles great difpleafure againft Sykes,
and calls " the fuggeftion groundless." Upon this, Sykes pub-
IHhed " A Diflertation on the Eclipfe mentioned by Phlegon:
or, An Enquiry, whether that Eclipfe had any relation to the

Darkrieis \vhich happened at our Saviour's Paflion, 1732," 8vo.

Sykes concludes it to be moft probable, that Phlegon had in

view a natural eclipfe, which happened, Nov. 24, in the firft

year of the 2o2d Olympiad, and not in the fourth year of the

Olympiad in which Chrift was crucified. Many pieces were
written againft Sykes, who replied to fome of them: but it

may well be -confidered as a controverfy merely learned, fincc

the caufe of religion is little concerned in it.

Photius blames Phlegon for expatiating too much on trifles,

and for collecting too great a number of arifwers pronounced

by the oracles. " His ftyle,'

:

fays he [P],
"

is not altogether
flat and mean, nor docs it every where imitate the Attick manner

of writing. But otherwife, the over-nice accuracy and cars

CN] Origines hMatth. Traft. 35. [o] Hiftcticii M.fnoirs'of Dr. Clarke,

f. 148. [p] Biblioth. 97-

with
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with which he computes the Olympiads, and relates the name*
of the contefls, the tranfaclions, and even oracles, is not only

very tirefome to the reader, whereby a cloud is thrown over all

other particulars in that book ; but the diction is thereby ren-

dered unpleafant and ungrateful. And indeed he is every
moment bringing in the anfwers pronounced by all kinds of

deities."

PHOTINUS, a famous heietic of the fourth century; known
in church hiflory as the chief of a feel called Photinians; was a

native of Ancyra, the capital of Galatia, and bilhop of Sir-

mium, or Sirmich, the chief city of Illyricum. He had been,

the difciple of Marcellus, bilhop of Ancyra. He fpoke with

cafe, and his eloquence gained him great power over his people
after he was confecrated bilhop; but his life was corrupted, and

his doctrine foon became fo too. He efpoufed the fame opinions
with Paul of Samofata. In the year 345, he was condemned

by the council of Antioch ;
in the year 347, by the council of

Milan. However, he Itill maintained his fee, till he was depofcd

by the council of Sirmich, A. D. 351, and by the emperor fent

into banilhment, where he fpent the remainder of his life, during
which time he compofed a piece again!!: all herefies in general,
\vith an intent to eltablifh his own. He wrote in Greek and

Latin. The emperor Julian fent him a letter, commending
him for denying the divinity of Jefus ChrKt. Photinus died

A. D. 375, (377, Cave) in Galatia, whither he had been ba-

nifhed. This herefy was, amongit many others, anathematized

in the council of Conftantinoplc, A. D. 381. It afterwards

was revived by Socinus.

PHOTIUS, patriarch of Conftantinople in the ninth cen-

tury [oj, was defccnded from an illuftrious family, and born in

that city. He had valt talents by nature, which he cultivated

with the utmort application: infomuch that there was no branch

of literature, facred or profane, nor fcarcely any art or fcience,

in which he was not confummately verfed. He feems to have

been by far the greateft man of the age in which he lived
;
and

was fo intimately concerned in the chief tranfa&ions of it, that

ccck-fiaftical writers have thence called it,
" Seculum Photianum."

He was full raifed to th? chief dignities of the empire, being
made principal fecrefary of ilate, captain of the guards, and a

fenator: in all which Itations he acquitted himfelf with a dif-

tin&ion fuitable to his great abilities; for he was a refined ftatcf-

man, as well as a profound fcholar.

When Ignatius was expelled and depofed from the fee of Con-

ftantinople, Photius was nominated by the court to fucceed him.

[0.1 Cavg'S Hift. Literaria, vol. ii Fabncii Bibl. Crac. vol. ix, Dupin, &c.

Cent. ix.

He
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He was yet only a layman, when he was chofrn patriarch ; but,
that he might be, as it were, gradually raifed to that dignity, ha
was made monk the firft: day, reader the next, and the following
days fub-deacon, deacon, and prieft. So that in the fpace of fix

days he attained the patriarchate ; which happened upon Chrilt-

mas-day in the year 858. The metropolitans, fubjeft to the
fee of Conftantinople, acknowledged Photius: but great oppo-
fition was made to this uncanonical ordination from other quar-
ters, and he was actually degraded at Rome. Photius, however,
ordered a council to be called at Conftantinople, and got him-
felf confirmed in his patriarchal dignity; in which, by various
arts not

very worthy of his high and facred office, he continued

during the life of his friend the emperor Michael. But Michael
was ilain by the order of Bafilius, who fucceeded him, Sept. 23,
867 ;

and then the affairs of Photius were ruined : for the firft

thing on which Bafilius refolved was, to banifh him to a monaf-

tery, and reinftate Ignatius in his fee. This he accordingly did
in November ; and in this fallen ftate he lay for more than ten

years: when, a divifion arifing between the pope and Ignatius,
he thought it a proper conjuncture for attempting his own reite-

ration; and, having obtained the emperor's favour, returned to

Conftantinople, while Ignatius was yet alive. It is faid, Igna-
tius would have come to terms with him; but Photius, deter-

mined to be fatisfied with nothing lefs than reftoration to the

patriarchate, refufed all manner of reconciliation with him.

Ignatius, however, died O6t. 23, 878; and then Photius, to

cut the matter as fhort as poffible, went into St. Sophia's church

with armed men; forced a great many bifhops, clerks, and

monks, to communicate with him ; depofed and perfecuted all

that refufed ; and to prevent all oppofition from the papal fide,

prevailed by threats and prefents on two of the pope's legates
who were there, to declare publicly to the clergy and people,
that they had come to depofe Ignatius, and to declare Photius

their patriarch. He kept his feat, thus forcibly obtained, till

886; and then was turned out, and banifhed by the emperor
Leo into a monaftery in Armenia, where he is fuppofed to have

died foon after. He was, as we have obferved, a man of great

talents, great learning, and every way accomplifhed ;
but his

ardent love of glory, and unbounded ambition, prompted him

to fuch excefTes, as made him rather a fcourge than a blefling to

thofe about him. He was the author of many inieftine tumults

and civil commotions; and not only divided the Greek church,

but laid the foundation of a divifion between the Greek and Latin

churches.

Though Photius was a man of bufinefs and the world, yet

there are extant feveral fruits of his ftudies; the moft confider-

able of which is his " JBibliotheca," compofed by him while he

VOL. XII. Q_
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was yet a layman, and an ambaflador in AfTyria. It contains

the argument or abftra&s of 280 volumes of many authors upon
various fubjefls: among whom are grammarians, critics, poets,

'

orators, facred and profane hiftorians, phyficians, philofophers,
divines, &c. not ranked according to their feveral arts and pro-
fellions, but brought in promifcuoufly, and as they feem to

have come uppermoft in his thoughts. Fabricius calls this
"

Bibliotheca," or library, non lib?r,fcd injignis tbefaurus, "not
a book, but an illuflrious treafure:" in which are contained many
curious things relating to authors, and" many fragments of

works, which are no where elfe to be found. It was firft

brought to light by Andreas Schottus, and communicated by
him to David Hoelchelius, whocaufed it to be printed in 1601.

Schottus, confidering the prodigious ufefulnefs of this work,
tranflated it into Latin, and printed his tranflation alone in 1606.

Afterwards, the Greek text and the tranflation were printed to-

gether at Geneva in 1611 ; and, lallly, an edition of this work,
the largeft and faireft, was reprinted at Rouen in 1653, folio.

Photius's " Nomocanon" is another proof of his great abi-

lities. It is a collection digefted in an excellent method, and

brought under fourteen different titles, of the canons of the

councils, and of the canonical epiftles, and of the emperor's
laws relating to ecclefiaftical matters. Balfamon has written

Commentaries on this work; and with thefe it appeared in

public, by the care of M. Juftel, being printed at Paris with a

Latin verfion in 1615, 410. There are alfo 253
" Letters of

Photius," which fhew the fame fine wit, ftrength of judgement,
and depth of learning, as are to be feen in his other work?. They
were publiflied in 1651, folio, with a Latin verfion and notes,

by Richard Montague, bifhop of Norwich, from a rnanufcript
in the Bodleian library. There are other fmall pieces of Photius

that have been printed, and not a few ftill extant in manufcript
only. The moil remarkable is a very confulerable fragment of

a Greek lexicon, in which the greater part of the alphabet is

complete. The only ancient MS. of this book belongs to the

public library at Cambridge, and is now in the hands of the

learned Greek profeffor Mr. Porfon, for publication. From
him, if from any man living, the public may infallibly expec>
fuch an edition as will do the utmoft juftice to the author, and
theutmoft feryice to the caufe of literature. This Lexicon has

often been quoted by critics, from imperfect tranfcripts, and the

publication is expedted with great avidity, as of high import-
ance to Greek learning.
PHREAS (JOHN), or FREAS, an Englifli writer, celebrated

by Leland [nj, as one of thofe who were the firlt to raife their

[R] De Scriptoribus Bri:. p. 466.

country
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country from barbarifm, was born in London, towards the clofe

of the fourteenth or the beginning of the fifteenth century. He
was educated at Oxford, and became fellow of B-iliol-college.
After taking holy orders, he fettled as minider of St. Mary's
church on the Mount, in the city of Briftol

; where he purfued.
the ftudies for which he had made himfelf famous at the uni-

verfity. Many merchants being at that time going from Briftol

to Italy, his curio'ity was excited by the learning which he was
told abounded in that country, and particularly by the fame of

Guarini, an old philofopher and orator who taught at Ferrara.

To him he went, attended his lectures, fhidied under him the

knowledge of medical herbs, and, by an odd afibrtment, the

civil law, and gained the efteem of many of the learned there
;

fo as with great applaufe to read medical lectures, firvr, at

Ferrara, and afterwards at Florence and Padua ; in which latter

place he obtained the degree of doctor. He alfo vifitcd Rome,
and there met with John Tiptoft, earl of Worctfter, then abfent

from his country, on account of the civil wars prevailing be-

tween the houfes of York and Lancafter. Phreas wrote "
Epif-

tles," and u Poems;" fome of which he dedicated to his patron

Tiptoft. To him alfo he dedicated a Latin tranflation of
"

Synefius de laude Calvitii." He tranllated alfo into Latin,

the hiltory of " Diodorus Sicukis;" which was by fome

falfely attributed to Poggius. Leland mentions that he had

feen a copy, in the firft leaf of which a later pen had written,
" Paul (II). the Roman pontiff, on account of this tranflation,

which was dedicated to him by Phreas, gave him the bifhopric

of Bath, which prefentation he furvived only one month, and

died at Rome before he was confecrated." Leland adds, that

fome fuppofed him to have been poifoned by a perfon who was

a competitor for that appointment. The fame author fubjoins,

that he had feen a book,
" de rebus Geographicis," which he,

-from various circumltances, collected to have been written by
Phreas. He fpeaks alfo of an elegant epitaph compofed by him

for the tomb of Petrarch. He was pr..ifed
to the ikies by Om-

nibonus Leonicenus, and Rhenanus, particularly
for his verfkm

of Synefius, and in general for his great 'learning. According

to Leland, he was reported to have triads a great deal of money

by praaifing phylic in Italy, and to have died rich. When he

d'ied is not told. It was after 1464, when his verfion of Dio-

dorus was published.
PIAZZA (HiEROM BARTHOLOMEW), a native of Italy,

was the author of " A mort and true Account of the Inquifmon

and its Proceedings, as it is praftifed in Italy,
fet forth in fome

particular Cafes. Whereunto is added, An Extrad out of an

authentic* Book of Legends of the Roman Church. Bv P erorn

Bartholomew Piazza, an -Italian born; formerly a Letter

2 Philofcphy
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Philofophy and Divinity, and one of the delegate Judges of that

Court, and, now by the Grace of God, a Convert to the Church of

England. London, printed by Wm. Bowyer, 1722." He taught
Italian and French for many years at Cambridge, where he died,
about 174$. He had been once a Dominican friar, and a prieft,
but married here, to prove the fmcerity of his converfion. He
was regarded as an honelt man, but never efteemed as having
abilities, even in the two modern languages which he taught.
PIBRAC. See FAUR.
PJCARD (JOHN), a celebrated French aftronomer, was chofen

into the Academy of Sciences in 1666. Five years after, the

king fent him to the caftle of Uranifburg, built by Tycho Brahe
in Denmark, in order to make agronomical obfervations there}
which he did, and brought them to France, to the great benefit

of aflronomy. He was alfo the firft, who, by order of the king,
vifited feveral parts of France, to meafure the degrees of a ter-

reiirial meridian, and to determine the meridian of France. He
was labouring jointly with Caflini, when he died in 1683. His

works, which confilt of phyfical and agronomical traits, are to

be found in the fixth and fevcnth volumes of the Academy of

Sciences. Picard was an eccleiiaftic.

PICART (BERNARD), a famous engraver, was fon of Ste-

phen Picart, a good engraver alfo, and born at Paris in 1673.
He learned the principles of defign, and the elements of his art,

from his father, and itudied architecture and perfpeclive under

Sebaftian le Clerc. His uncommon talents in this way foon

began to mew themfelves
; and, at ten years of age, he en-

graved the hermaphrodite of Pouflin, which was foon followed

by two pieces of cardinal de Richelieu's tomb. Thefe works
laid the foundation ot that great reputation, which this celebrated

artift afterwards acquired. When he was grown up, he went
into Holland, where his parents had fettled themfelves

; and,
after two years (ray, returned to Paris, and married a lady who
died foon after. Having embraced the reformed religion, he

returned to Holland, for the fake of that freedom in the exercife

of it, which he could not have at Paris
;
and there his active

genius produced all thofc matter-pieces, which made him con-

lidered as the moft ingenious artiil of his age. Nothing can be

fuperior to that invention, difpofition, correclnefs, propriety, and

elegance, which are feen in all his works. A multitude of books
are adorned with plates of his engraving. He died in 1733,
aged fixty : his father Stephen died at Amiterdam in 1721, aged
ninety.
PICCOLOMINI (ALEXANDER), archbifhop of Patras, and

coadjutor ot Sienna, his native place, where he was born in

1508. His family was illuftrious, and originally Roman, but

fettled afterwards at Sienna. He was a fuccefsiul writer of the

drama,
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<Jrama, bur, though involved in that feducing purfuit, prcfervcd
the credit of exemplary morals, as well as genius. His general

charity was extreme, but he was particularly conflderate of the

wants of literary men. His works are numerous, all written

in Italian, which language he was the firft author who applied
to philofophical fubjecls. He died at Sienna on the 1 2th of

March, 1578. The moft diftinguimed of his works are thefe:

I. Several dramatic compofitions, which formed the chief bafis

of his reputation. 2. " The Morality of Nobles," 8vo, Venice,

1552. 3.
" A Treatife on the Sphere." 4.

" A Theory of
the Planets." 5.

" A Trandation of the Rhetoric and Poetic of

Ariftotle," 4to. 6. " The Inftittition of Morality," 4to, Venice,

1575. Many of his works evince a profound knowledge of
natural phiJofophy, mathematics, and divinity. One work at-

tributed to him,
" Delta btlla Creanza dclla Donne," *' On the

Education of Ladies," has been valued becaufe fcarce, but is

clifgraced by many dangerous maxims ;
and if written indeed by

him, for his name is not put to it, muft have been a production
of his youth.
PICOLOMINI (FRANCIS), a learned man of the fame

family, was born in 1520, and having taught philofophy for

twenty-two years in the mod celebrated universities of Italy,

retired to Sienna, where he died in 1604. He was fo much

refpecled, that the whole city put on mourning at his death.

His works arelefs numerous than thofe of his relation, but they
were efteemed in their day. They are, I.

" Commentaries on

Ariltotle," 4to, published at Muyence in 1608. 2.
" Univeifa

Philofophia de moribus," folio, Venice, 1583.
PICTET (BENEDICT), a theologian and hiftorian, born at

Geneva in 1655, was of a diftinguiihed family, and went through
his ftudies with fuccefs. He travelled into Holland and England,
and then became a profeflbr of theology in his native city, with

a coniiderable reputation. He was invited to Leyden, but re-

iufed to leave his own country. From excefs of application to

his duties, he fell into a languid date, and died on the 9th of

June, i "2-t, at the age of 69. He was a Proteltant, of a mild

and tolerant diipofition, and a father to the poor. His principal

works are, I.
"

Theologia Chriftiana," 3 vols. 4to, the bed

edition of which is that of 1721. 2. "
Cliriftian Morality,"

Geneva, 1710, 8 vols. I2mo. 3.
" The Htftory of the I2tl*

and I3th Centuries," intended as a continuation of that of Le

Sueur; but the fupplementary
work is more citeemed than the

original, 2 vols. 4to. 4-
" Sermons." 5.

'

" A Treatife againtt indifference in Religion," I2mo, 1716. 7.

Many tracls of morality and piety, among which that on "

art of living and dying' well," Geneva, 1716, in i^mo, is par-

ticularly elteemed. The fubjeft is the fame, and the t.t

nearly
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riearly the fame as one by our countryman Taylor. 8. Several

controverfial tracts.

PICUS. See MIRANDULA.
PIERCE (EDWARD), an Englifh painter, who flourished in

the reigns of Charks It and II. He was eminent both in hif-

fory and landfcapes. He alfo drew architecture, perfpeclive, &:c.

and was much efteemed in his time. But there is little of his

work now remaining, the far greater part being deftroyed in the

fire of London, in 1666. It chiefly confifted of altar-piece?,

ceilings of churches, and the like; of which laft fort there was
one lately remaining, in Covent-garcien church, where were ta

be found many admirable qualities of a good pencil. He worked
Come time for Vandyck ;

and feveral pieces of his performing
are to be feen at Belvoir callle in Leicefterfhire. He died in

London about fifty years ago, leaving behind him three fons,

who all became famous in their different ways. Ore was a moft

excellent carver in (tone, as appears by a noble marble vale, exe-

cuted by him, at Hampton-court.
PIERINO, or rather PERINO DEL VAGA, an Italian

painter, was born in Tufcany about 1500: he was poorly
and fcarctly two years old v\hen he loft his mother. His father

was a foldier, and his nurfe a fhe-goat. He came young to Flo-

icnce, and was put to a grocer, who ufed to fend him to the

painters with colours and pencils. Of them he learned to de-

iign, and in a little time became the moft flulful of all the young
painters in Florence. An ordinary painter, whofe name was

Vaga, took him in his company to Rome; and from living with

him he was called del Vaga, for his true name was BUONA-
CORSI. At Rome, he worked half the week for painters; and

the other half, including Sundays and holidays, he fpent in itudy-

ing and defigning. Sometimes he might have been found among
the ruins, feeking for antique ornaments, or deligning the baflb

relievos
;
fometimes in Michael Angclo's chapel ; and fometimes

in the halls oT the Vatican. He alfo ftudied anatomy, and other

fciences necetfary to his profeffion. By this induftry he acquired
fo much knov. ledge, that he was foon taken notice ot by the beft

mafters ; and Raphael employed him, jointly with Giovanni
d'Udine and others, to help him in the execution of his deligns.
Of all the cotemporary artifts, none underftood fo well as he,

the ornaments and decorations of painting, or fo boldly fol-

lowed Raphael's ftyle ;
as is to be feen by the pictures in the

Vatican, which were performed by him, namely, the paf-

fage of the river Jordan ; the fall of the walls of Jericho ; the

battle in which Jofhiia commanded the fun to (land ftill ; our
Saviour's

nativity, baptifm, and laft fupper. Raphael's friend-

fliip procured him other confiderable works in the Vatican, and
Pifrino mewed his gratitude by his particular affection for him.

But the plague driving him from Rome, he returned to Florence,
where
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where having painted feme pieces, he went back to Rome.
After Raphael's death, he joined with Julio Romano and Fran-
cefco il Fattore, to nnifh the works in the Vatican, which were
left imperfet by their common mafter ; and to confirm their

friendihip, he married Francefco's fitter in 1525; yet they were

feparated two years afterward by the Spaniards befieging Rome.
Pierino was taken pri loner, and was obliged to pay a large fum
for his ranfom. He went then to Genoa, where he was

employed by prince Doria to paint a palace, which he was
then building. In this work he made ufe of cartoons; the con-
venience of which he difcovered to one Geronimo Trevifano, a

painter, who had laughed at them, and to others who carne to

him to learn the advantage of them. From Genoa he removed
to Pifa, intending, at his wife's requeft, to fettle there; but, after

he had drawn fome pictures, he returned to Genoa, and worked

again for prince Doria. He then went a fccond time to Pifa,

ar.d thence to Rome, where Paul III. and cardinal Farnefe gave
him fo much work, that he was forced to give up the execution

of it to others, and content himfelf with making the defigns.
'At the fame time the pope fent for Titian to Rome, which made
Pierino fo jealous, and grieved him fo much, that he did all in

his power to oblige Titian to haften back to Venice, in which
he fucceeded. The multiplicity of Pierino's bufinefs, and his

vivacity in his performances, drained his fpirits in the flower of

his age. At forty-two, he fpent his time wholly in vifiting his

friends, and lived pleafantly till his forty-fevcnth year, when he

died of an apoplexy, in 154.7.

Of all Raphael's difciples, Pierino longeft preferved the cha-

racter of his mailer; I mean, his exterior character and manner

of defigning: for he fell very much fhort of the fublimityof Ra-

phael's conceptions. He had a particular genius for the deco-

ration of places according to their culloms. His invention in

that kind of painting was very ingenious; grace and order are

every where to be met with, and his difpofitions, which are or-

dinary in his pictures, are wonderful in his ornaments: fome of

thefe he has made little, and fome great, and placed them both

with fo much art, that they fet off one another by comparifon
and contraft. His figures are difpofed and dc.lgned according

to Raphael's tafte ;
and if Raphael gave him at firft fome flight

(ketches of ornaments, as he did to Giovanni d'Udine, he exe-

cuted them to admiration. The tapeftries of the fevcn planets,

in feven pieces, which Pierino deiigncd for Diana de Poitiers,

and which were, when De Piles wrote, with Monfieur the firlt

prefident at Paris, fufficiently confirms what has been faid.

PIERIUS. See VALERIANUS.
PIGALLE (JEAN-BAPTISTE), one of the molt celebrated

fculptors that France has produced, was born at Paris in 1714*
the
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the fon of a joiner, and by his talents became not only fculptor
to the king, but chancellor of the academy of painting, and

knight of the order of St. Michael. He did not manifett any

early difpofition for defignine;; he loved to model, but fet about

it aukwardly, and finifhed nothing but by means of" indefatigable
labour. A vifit to Italy gave him that facility which he could

riot acquire at home. He there ftudied the works of the great

artifts, and returned thoroughly infpired with their genius. He
died at Paris, Aug. 20, 1785. His moft known works arc,

i. " A Mercury and a Venus," vthich he made by order of Louis

XV. and which were prefented to the king of Prufha. The
king, who was delighted with them, was defirous to fee the

fculptor ; and Pigalle, fome time after, went to Berlin, but

being announced as the author of the Mercure de France, could

not obtain an audience. When Frederic underftood the mittake,
he was very anxious to repair it, but Pigalle was already gone
in fome difguft. Pigalle maintained that none of the heads of

Frederic did juftice to his phyiiognomy, which, in point of

fpirit, was the fineft he had ever feen ; and much regretted that

he had not been allowed to model it. 2. The monument of

marechal Saxe, in which the beauty of the whole obliterates all

objections to the parts. 3. The pedeftrian ftatue of Louis XV.
executed in bronze for the city of Rlieims. 4. The ftatue of
Voltaire. 5. A little boy holding a cage. 6. A girl taking a

thorn from her foot. 7. Several bufts of men of letters who
were his friends. If Pigalle cannot be ranked among the men
of the firft genius in his art, the good fenfe of his deligns, and the

foundnefs of his talle, afford him a place in the very next clafs.

PIGHIUS (STEPHEN VINAND), a very learned German,
was born at Campen in Overyllell, in 1520; and, when grown
up, went to Rome*, where he fpent eight years in the Itudy
of Roman antiquities, and acquired a depth and {kill in them,
which was not exceeded, if it was equalled, by any. He then

returned to Germany, and was taken into the family of Antony
Percnotus, the cardinal de Granvelle, who was a great patron
of men of letters. The cardinal made Pighius his librarian,
who Ihut himfeif up, and fcarcely converfed with any thing but

books for many years. He gave the firft good edition of Va-
lerius Maximus in 1585, 8vo. Afterwards he became preceptor
to Charles, prince of Juliers and Cleves, and was to have at-

tended him to Rome: but Charles died, and left Pighius nothing
further to do, than to deplore the lofs of him in a panegyric.
This he did in a piece called,

" Hercules Prodicus;" where he
defcribed Charles as another Hercules, with all the

qualities of
a good prince. He did not lofe his reward; for William, the

father Of Charles, made him canon of the church, and head

* Blount's Ce,ifun autfcorum

matter
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rnafter of the fchool, at Santen; where he died in 1604, aged
eighty-four.

His "
Annales, feu Fafti Romanorum magiftratuum et pro-

vinciarum," are drawn up in a more exa& and copious manner,
than even thofe of Sigonius and Onuphrius Panvinius. He
commended the care of them to his friends upon his death-bed;
and Andreas Schottus publifhed them at Plantin's prefs, 1615, in

3 vols. folio.
"

I have really found, and hope I fhall prove
to others, that it is not poflible to have a better commentary
upon Tully's hiltorical work, Livy, Dionyfms Halicarnaftus,
Dion Q.Hius, Florus, and all the writers of Roman affairs,
than thefe Annals of Pighius." So fays Schottus, in his Pre-
face to them

;
and all learned men, who have confulted and

examined them, have found what he fays to be true. Voflius

has noted one error in this excellent work, which is, the placing

Eutropius later than St. Augullin ; yet beftows the higheft enco-
miums upon the author, and pronounces him,

" Virde Valerio

Maximo, de annalibus fuis Romanis, de univerfa antiquitatc
Romana pracclare meritus."

PIGNORIUS (LAURENTIUS\ a very learned Italian, was
.born at Padua in 1571, and bred an ecclefiaftic [s]. He made

deep refearches into antiquity, and published feveral works which
are curious. His " Menfa Ifiaca," and fome other pieces,
which illuftrate the antiquities and hieroglyphics of the Egyp-
tians, gained him the reputation of a man accurately as well as

profoundly learned. He was alfo {killed in writing verfes
; and

there is, (befides panegyrics, epitaphs, and other things of that

kind) a poem of his infcribed to pope Urban VIII. It mult be

remembered to the honour of Pignorius, that the great Galileo

procured an offer to be made to him, of the profeflbrfhip of polite

literature and eloquence in the univerfity of Pifa; which his

love of ftudious retirement and his country made him decline.

He wrote much, in Italian, as well as in Latin. In 1630, the

cardinal Fr. Barberini procured him a canonry in the church of

Trevigio, but he did not enjoy it long ;
for the plague came to

Padua the year after, and carried him off. G. Voliius has left a

ihort but honourable teftimony of him [T] : he fays, that he

was " ob eximiam eruditionem atque humanitatem mihi charif-

fimus vir."

PILES (ROGER DE), an ingenious Frenchman, was born at

Clamecy, of a good family, ^"1635 ;
made his firft application

to letters at Nevers and Auxerre; then went to Paris for philo-

fophy ;
and laftly, ftudied divinity in the Sorbonne. In the

mean time, he cultivated the art of painting, for which he had

a ftrono- natural tafte: he learned to dcfign of Recollet, and
O

fs] BJouat's Ccnfura authorvm. Niceron, tm. . [T] De Hift.Lat. 1. iii.

contradied
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contracted a friendfhip with du Frcfnoy, whofe Latin poem
upon painting he tranflated into French. Menage, who lodged
with de Piles in the cloifter of Notre Dame, became acquainted
with his great merit, and procured him, in 1652, the province
of instructing and educating the ion of monf. Amelot: in which
he gave fuch fatisfaction, that, -when his pupil was old enough
to travel, he attended him to Italy. There he had a fine oppor-

tunity of gratifying his tafte for painting ;
and upon his return to

Paris, he devoted himfelf to the ftudy of that art, joining pruc-
.
tice with theory ; and foon became famous among the connoif-

feurs. In 1682, Amelot, his quondam pupil, being fent on an

embafly to Venice, de Piles attended him as fecrctary; and,

during his refidence there, was fent by the marquis de Louvois

. into Germany, to purchafe pictures tor the king, and alfo to

execute a commiiiion relating to itate affairs. In 1685, he at-

tended M. Amelot to Lifbon ; and in 1689 to Switzerland, in

the fame capacity. In 1692, he was fent incognito to Holland,
under the appearance of a virtuofo in picture:?, hut in reality
to act fecretly with the friends of France. He was difco-

: vered, and thrown into priioa, where he continued till the peace
of Ryfwick, and amufed himfelf with writing

" The Lives

of Painters." In 1705, old as he was, he attended Amelot
into Spain, when he went as ambaffador extraordinary : but, the

air of Madrid not agreeing with him, he was forced to return.

He died in 1709, aged 74.
Befides his " Tranflation of Frefnoy," and " Lives of the

Painters," he wrote " An Abridgement of Anatomy, accom-
modated to the arts of painting and fculpture;"

"
Dialogues

upon the Knowledge of Painting, and the Judgement to be

formed of Pictures ;"
" A DiiTertation upon the Works of the

. molt famous Painters;"
" The Elements of practical Painting,''

&c. His books are all in French.

PILKINGTON (LjETiTiA,, an Englifh wit and pretefs,
was the daughter of Dr. Van Lewen, a gentleman of Dutch
extraction [u], who fettled in Dublin, by a lady of good

family; and born there in 1712. She had early a itrong incli-

nation and tafte for letters, efpecially for poetry ;
and her per-

formances were confidcred as extraordinary for her years. 'I his,

with a very engaging fprightlinefs, drew many admirers
;
and

at length Ihe became the wife of the Rev. Matthew Pilkington,
a gentleman known in the poetical world by his volume of

Ivlifcellunies, revifed by dein Swift. She had not been long

married, ere Mr. Pilkington grew jealous, as (he relates, not

of her perfon, but of her unclerilanding ; and her poetry, wh.i<*h

when a lover he admired with raptures, was changed, now he

[s] Pi kingtoiv's Memoirs., written by herfeif, in 1749, in z vols. izmo.

was
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was become her hufband, into an object of envy. Durin thefe

jealoufies, Mr. Pilkington, in 1732, went into England, in
order to ferve as chaplain to Mr. Barber, lord-mayor oi London ;

and, growing at a diftance into better humour with his wife,
wrote her a very kind letter, in which he informed her, that her
verfes were full of elegance and beauty; that Mr. Pope, to
whom he had fhewn them, longed to fee the writer

;
and that

he himielf \\ iflied her heartily in London. She accepted the

invitation, went, and returned with her hufband to Ireland
;

where, it Teems, ihe underwent a violent perfecution of tongues;
and fufpicions were taken up, we know not on what grounds,
again it her chaftity.
Not long after this, an extraordinary event threw her affairs

into great confufion : her father was ftabbed, fhe fays, by accident;
but many in Dublin believed, by his own wife, and fome (aid, by
his own hand. Be this as it will, Mr. Pilkington having now
no further expectation of a fortune by her, threw off all reftrve

in his behaviour to her, and wanted an opportunity to get rid of

her, which prefently offered itfelf. The ftory of their-fepara-
tion is told at large in her " Memoirs," the Jubilance of which

is, that flie was fo indifcreet as to permit a gentleman to be
feized in her bed-chamber at two o'clock in the morning; for

for which fhe makes this apology :
" Lovers of learning, I am

fure, will pardon me, as I folemnly declare it was the attractive

charms of a new book, which the gentleman would not lend

me, but confented to flay till I read it through, that was the fole

motive of my detaining him." This is very imfatisfactory ;

and, as fhe has faid no more in favour of her innocence, we
mull in reafon conclude her to have been guilty.

She came aftcnvards to England, and fettled in London ;

where, having nude her fiory known by means of Colley Gibber,

fhe lived fome time upon contributions from the great: but

at length thefe fuccours failed, and we find her in the prifon of

the Marlhalfea. After lying nine weeks here, (lie was relcafed

by the goodnefs of her friend Gibber, who had folicited cha-

rities for her; and then, weary of attending upon the great,

fhe refolved to employ five guineas flie had left, in trade : and

accordingly, taking a li tie mop in St. James's-ftreet, fhe fur-

nilhed itTwith pamphlets and prints. How long fhe continued

behind the counter, is not related; but fhe has told us, that, by
the liberality of her friends, and the bounty of her fubfcribers,

fhe was let above want ;
and that the autumn of her days was

like to be fpent in peace and ferenity. Whatever were her

profpects, flie lived not long to enjoy ihe comforts of this com-

petence; for, Aug. 29, 1 750, 'Ihe died at Dublin in her 39111

year.
Confidered
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Confidered as a writer, {he holds no mean rank. She was
the author of " The Turkifh Court, or London Apprentice,"
a comedy acted at Dublin in 1748, but never printed. The
firit a6t of her tragedy,

" The Roman Father," was no bad

fpecimen of her talents in that way; and throughout her " Me-
moirs," which are written with grear fprtghtlinefs and wit, and

defcribe the different humours of mankind very naturally, are

Scattered many beautiful little pieces, written in the true fpirit

of poetry.

PILPAY, the name of an ancient fabnlift, a Bramin
;

he

was, as is fuppoftd, governor of part of Indoftan, and coun-

fellor to a powertul Indian king, named Uabfchelln^ whofe pre-

ceptor he had been. His work, which was written about 2000

years ago, is called in the Indian language, hciile Wadimntj a

name the orientals give to an animal very murh refembling a

fox, and which is made to fpeak throughout the work [x],
All the modern tranflations of this Orientalilt, are made either

from the Greek or the Perfian, and are faid to differ much from
the original. His fables were tranflated into French, by Ant.

Galland, 1755, I2mo. Another work is alfo attributed to him.

entitled, in the tranilation,
" Le Naufrage des itlcs flottantes,"

or,
" The Bafiliade," 1755.
PIN./EUS (SEVERINUS), in French Pineau, was born at

Chartres about 1550, and bred a furgeon [y]. He went and
fettled at Paris, where he became fo famous in his profefllon,
that he was made furgeon to the king. He excelled particularly
in lithotomy, a branch of furgery, which was then very im-

perfectly underftood; and publifhtd a difcourfe in French upon
the extraction of the (tone out of the bladder, in 1610, 8vo.

We know no other particulars of his life, excepting that he died

.at Paris in 1619. He is chiefly recorded on account of a

Latin book, pubiilhed in 1598 [z], which was much fought
after, and went through feveral impreffions: it was entitled,
" De notis integritatis & corruptions virginum," or,

" of the

marks by which a maid's virginity may be known." His inten-

tion in this work, as he tells us in the preface, was to be fer-

viceable to thofe who are called upon to give their opinions in

certain can fcs, wherein the women were plaintiffs: lometimes

becaufe, through the impotency of an hufband, they (till kept
their virginity ;

at other times, as in the cafe of raviftiment,
becaufe they had loft it. A Qernun tranflation was made of

this work, and publifhed at Frankfort; but the fale of it was
forbidden by the magiltrates, who did not think proper that

fubjeds fo delicate mould be treated in the language of the

[x] Hydr de ludis Orient. 23013.0, [>] Baylc's Dift.T Nkcron, &c. torn,

xviti.
[
z J Lindenius Rcnovatus.

country.
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country. Pineau wrote his book originally in French, and in-
tended to publifh it in that language ; but finding by the fpeci-
inens of it, which he (hewed to fome perfons, that it gave occa-
iion to loofe difcourfes and impertinent jefts, he refolved to write

only tor the learned. Accordingly, he concluded his preface
with the following lines of Horace:

Odi profanum vulgus, & arcco:

Favete linguis: carmina non prius

Audita, Mufarum facerdos,

Vir. inibus puerifque canto.

PINDAR, the prince of Lyric poets, was a contemporary of

/Efchylus, and born fomewhat above forty years before the ex-

pedition of Xerxes againft the Greeks, and more than five

hundred before Chrilt. The place of his birth was Thebes,
the capital of Boeotia ("A]: a country, the air of which was
efteemed grofs, and the flupidity of its inhabitants prover-
bial. We find the poet, in his fixth Olympic, confelfing the

difadvantage of his climate, yet refolving to exempt himfelf

from the general cenfure. His parents are fuppofed to have

been of low condition, fo that he could not have any extraor-

dinary advantages of education : and we muft therefore impute
his attainments to the prodigious force of his natural genius.
We have little account of his way of life

; only we are in-

formed in general, that he was highly courted and refpe6led by
mod of the princes and ftates of Greece. One would think

they really believed him fomething more than mortal, when we
find them allowing him a (hare with the gods in their gifts and

offerings: which they did by the command of the oracle itfelf.

For the prieftefs at Delphi ordered the people to give a part of

their full-fruits, which they brought thither, as a prefcnt to Pin-

dar: and he had an iron ftool fct on purpofe for him in that

temple, on which he ufed to fit, and fing verles in honour of

Apollo [b].
His countrymen, the Thebans, had an unfortunate pique

againft him, for commending their mortal enemies, the men of

Athens; and were provoked to fine him, for his affront to the

ftate in fo doing. They (hewed their ill-will to him further, bv

determining a poetical prize again(t him, in favour of a woman,
the ingenious and beautiful Corinna. In the mean time, the

Athenians made him a prefent of double the value of his fine;

and, what was Hill more, erected a noble iiatiie in honour of

him. His greateft patron was king Hiero of Syracufe, whom
he has confecrated to immortality in many poems: and he (houlii

feem to have k-ft Thebes to attend him in the court of that

f A] K-nnet'^ Lives <ji '!:
'

'

[] I'-u^n. in B<ratk. It Phocic.

prince,
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prince, fince, compofmg the fecond Pythic in his honour, and

addreiling himfelf to the Syracufans, he fays,
" To you from

fertile Thebes I come, laden with verfe;" though perhaps this

tnight be fp;^ken only in the perfon of him who went to Sy-
fracufe to fing his -hymn, at the feaft held there after Micro's

victory. It is likely that he palled his whole time in the eafe and

tranquillity commonly allowed to men of his profeilion, with-

out intermeddling in affairs of itate: for we find him, in his
*<

Ifthmics," defending this way of life. His death is faid to

have been the effecl of his own wifhes : for, having prayed the gods
to fend him the greatefi happinefs of which a mortal is capable,
"he expired immediately after in the public theatre, leaning on the

Icnees of a young boy whom he admired [c]. He was then

fifty-five. His relations were highly refpe<ted after his deceafe.

The Lacedemonians, at the taking of Thebes, favcd the houfe

of Pindar: which, upon a like occafion, was preferved alfo by
Alexander the Great, The ruins of this houfe were to be feea

in the time of Paufanias, who lived under the reign of Anto-
ninus the philofopher.
Of all the numerous works, which he is faid to have com-

pofed, we have only his four books of hymns of triumph, on
'the conquerors in the four renowned games of Greece: the

Olympian, the Pythian, the Ncmasan, and the Ifthrnian. It

was a common thing to hire Pindar for this fervice
;
and no

victory was thought complete, till it had the approbation of his

mtife. The fpirit of Pindar's poetry is fo fublime, and the

beauty To peculiar, that it is hardly poffible to examine it
by-

parts : and therefore the beft judges have ufually contented

themfelves with confirming his general title of "
prince

and father of lyric poetry," without engaging in the fearch of

his particular excellences. For that prodigious elevation of

fpirit, that amazing beauty of. fentences, that boundlefs fcope
of thought, and that daring liberty of figures and of meafures,
are as likely to deter a critic as an imitator: " His Pegafus,"
as Cowley fays,

"
flings writer and reader too. that (its not

fure." Horace called him inimitable, and, as Quintilian fays,

defervedly.
" Pindar and Sophocles," fays Longinus [D]," like a rapid fire, carry every thing before them, though

fomctirnesthat fire is unexpectedly and unaccountably quenched."
The grandeur of his poetry, and his deep erudition, made the

ancients give him the title of the Wifeft, the Divine, the Great,
and the moft Sublime : Plato calls him the Wifeft and the Di-

vine; ;Efchylus the Great
;
and Athenacus, the moft Sublime.

X.ord Bacon fays[E], that "
it is pecular to Pindar, to ftrike

,[c] Suidas. [] Seft xxiii. [E] DC Aug. Scient.

the
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the minds of men fuddenly with fome wonderful turn of

thought, as it were, with a divine fcepter."
It is not improper to obferve, that fome prejudices have

arifen among the moderns againft Pindar [FJ, from certain

writings known by the name of Pindaric odes : but very few
under that title, not excepting even thofe written by the ad-
mired Cowley, whofe wit and fire firft brought them into

reputation, have the leaft refemblance to the manner of thd
author whom they pretend to imitate, and from whom they
derive their name : or, if any, it is fuch a refemblance only as

as is exprelfed by the Italian word caricatura, a monftrous and
diftorted likcnefs. This obfervation has been already made by
Congreve, in his preface to two admirable odes, written pro-

felfedly in imitation of Pindar [G]:
" The character of thefe

late Pindarics," fays he,
"

is a bundle of rambling incoherent

thoughts, exprefied in a like parcel of irregular ftanzas, which
alfo confift of fuch another complication of difproportiored,

uncertain, and perplexed verfes and rhimes. On the contrary,"
adds he,

" there is nothing more regular than the Odes of

Pindar, both as to the exact obfervation of the meafures and
numbers of his ftanzas and verfes, and the perpetual coherence

of his thoughts. For though his digrefHons are frequent, and
his tranfitions fudclen, yet is there ever fome fecret connection,

which, though not always app'-aring to the eye, never fails to-

communicate itfelf to .; (binding of the reader." Upon
the whole, a poetical imagination, a warm and enthuflaftic

genius, a bold and figurative expreffion, and a concife and fen-

tentious ftyle, are the charactt-riftical beauties of Pindar; very
different from the far-fetched thoughts, the witty extravagances,
and puerile conceits of his wretched imitators.

The beft editions of this poet are, that of Henry Stephens,
in 1566, 2410 ;

that of Erafm us Schimidus, in 1616, 4to; and

that of Oxford, in 1697, folio. From which there was a neat

and correct edition, with a Latin verfion, printed at London in

1755, finall Svo. Of late
years,

the edition of Heyne^in Svo,

1773, has been in high ni.d juft eftimation, except that it wants

the Scholia. Two volumes of a more complete edition, with

notes on the text, and on the Scholia, were publifhccl bv tlu-

celebrated Beck, in 8vo, at Leipfic, in 1792 and 1795. The
remainder is much wanted.

PINEDA (JoHN), a learned Spaniard, was born at

of a noble family, and entered into the fociety of Jefuits in

1572. He taught philofophy and theology in fcvera! colleges,

and was [killed in the oriental languages. He \vrcte, among-

r] Preface to Odes of Pir.dar, &c by Gi:b:rt We?:, =l"j; 175 5. ^
cj Works, vol. iii.

-2 other
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other things, i. Two volumes, folio, of " Commentaries r-n

Job." 2. The fame on Ecclefiaftes. 3. A book " de rebus

Salomonis," folio, curious and learned, but not always exact.

4.
" An univerfal Hiftory of the Church," in Spanifh, 4 vols.

folio. 5.
" A Hiftory of Ferdinand III." in the fame lan-

guage. He died in 1037, much regretted.
PINELLI (JoHN VINCENT], an Italian nobleman, cele-

brated for his love of letters, and the library he formed, and

well compared by Thuanus to Pomponius Atticus, was born.

at Naples in 1533, the fon of a noble Genoefe. After having
received an excellent education, he went and fettled at Padua,
at the age of twenty-four, and early in life began to form his

library, which he collected from all parts with incredible dili-

gence. Lipfius, Jof. Scaliger, Sigonius, Pancirollus, Pithou,
and all the moft learned men of his time, correfponded with him,
and have celebrated him for erudition. His whole mind was

occupied with the love of knowledge, which embraced hiftory,

medals, antiquities, natural hiftory, and botany ;
and it is faid,

that in forty-three years, he never was out of Padua except
twice, one of which times his removal was occafioned by the

plague. He died in 1601. At his death, his library was
removed to his heirs at Naples in 130 cafes, fourteen of which
were full of manufcripts. Two hundred volumes were retained

by the republic of Venice, as treating of affairs pertaining to

that ftate. In the year 1790, this noble library, augmented
confiderably by the defcendants of this Pinelli, was purchafed

complete by an Engliih bookfeller, and fold by auction in

London; and thus in a few days was diilipatecl, what it had

been the labour of near two centuries to collect.

PINTURICCIO (BERNARDINO), the inventor of a new

\vay of painting, in the fifteenth century. He aimed to dif-

tinguifli himfelf, by introducing the bailb relievo of architec-

ture into his pieces: but this being contrary to the art of

painting, which always ftippofes a fla.$ fuperficies, nobody fol-

lowed his example. Pinturiccio painted feveral pictures in the

Vatican, for the popes Innocent VIII. and Alexander VI. We
Ihould have had more of his wr

orks, had he furvived an ac-

cident which proved the caufe of his death. The ftory is worth

knowing, and will throw fome light upon his moral character.

When he was at Sienna, the monks of the order of St. Francis,
"who were defirous to have a picture from him, gave him a

chamber, that he might work with more convenience; and,
that the room might not be incumbcred with any thing which
had no relation to his art, they took away all the furniture,

except an old fuit of armour, which feemed too troublefomc
to remove. Pinturiccio, being naturally quick and impatient,
would Jteve it taken away immediately ; but in removing it,

a piece
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a piece happened to break off, in which were hid five hundred
ducats of gold. This difappointment furprifed Pinturiccio fo

much, and vexed him fo heartily, the friars thereby having the

advantage of the treafure, that he died a little after of mere

grief and forrow, in 1513, in his 5Qth year.
PIPER (FRANCIS LE), an Englith comic painter, was the

fon of a Kentifh gentleman descended from a Walloon family.
His father, having a plentiful eftate, gave this his eldeft fon a
liberal education, and would have had him bred a fcholar, or

elfe a merchant; but his genius leading him wholly todefigning,
he could not fix to any particular fcience or bufinefs but the art

to which he naturally inclined. Drawing took up all his time
and all hjs thoughts ;

and being of a gay facetious humour, his

manner was humorous or comical. He delighted in drawing
ugly face?

;
and had a talent fo particular for it, that he would,

by a tranfient view of any remarkable face he met in the ftreet,

retain the likenefs fo exaclly in his memory, that in the draught
you would have thought the perfon had fat fcveral times for it.

It was faid of him, that he would fteal a face
;
and a man, who

was not handfome enough to defire to fee his picture, fat in

danger in his company. He had a fancy peculiar to himfelf in

his travels : he would often go away, and let his friends know-

nothing of his departure ; make the tour of France and the

Netherlands, a-foot
;
and fometimes his frolic carried him as far

as Grand Cairo. He never advertifed his friends of his return,

any more than he did of his intended abfence, which he did to

furprife them alternately with forrow and joy. In this manner
he travelled, at feveral times, through Italy, France, Germany,
the Netherlands, and Holland; in which feveral countries he

examined the works of the f-veral painters with pleafure and

judgement, and formed to himfelf a manner of defign, which

no man in that kind ever excelled, nor perhaps ever equalled.

Having a good eftate of his own, and being generous, as mofl

men of genius are, he would never take any thing for his pieces.

He drew them commonly over a boric, which he loved fo well,

that he fpent great part of his hours of pleafnre in a tavern.

This was the occafion that fome of his beft pieces, efpecially

fuch as are as large as the life, are to be found in thofe houfes ;

particularly at the Mitre-tavern in Stocks-market, wheie there

was a room called the Amfterdam, adorned with his pictures in

black and white. The room took its name from his pieces;

which, representing a Jefuit, a Quaker preaching, and other

preachers of moft feels, was called the Amfterdam; as con-

taining an image of almoft as many religions as are profefled in

that free city. He drew alfo other pieces
of humour for a Mr.

Shepheard, a vintner, at the Bell in Weftminfter, which Mr.

Holmes of the Mitre purchafed,
to make his collodion of this

VOL. XII. R matter's
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matter's pieces the more complete ; and the benefit of mewing
them was not a little advantageous to his houfe. Piper drew
alfo a piece, reprefenting a conftable with his myrmidons, in

very natural and diverting polhires. He feldom defigned after

the life, and neglected colouring: yet he fometimes, though
very rarely, coloured fome of his pieces, and is faid not to have

been very unfuccefsful in it. He was a great admirer and imi-

tator of Auguftine Caracci, Rembrandt, and Heemikirk's manner
of defign, and was always in raptures when he fpoke of Titian's

colouring: for, notwithstanding he never had application enough
to make himfelf a mafter of that part of his art, he admired it in

thofe that were fo, efpecially the Italians. He drew the pictures
of feveral of his friends in black and white

;
and maintained a

character of truth, which fhewed, that if he had beftfl'wed time

to perfect himfelf in colouring, he would have rivalled the belt

of our portrait- painters. Towards the latter end of his life,

hating impaired his fortune, he fometimes took money. He
drew fome deftgns for Mr. Ifaac Becket, who copied them in

niezzotinto. Thofe draughts were generally done at a tavern;

and, whenever he pleafed, he could draw enough in half an
hour to furnifh a week's work for Becket [HJ.

His invention was fruitful, and his drawing bold and free.

He underftood landfcape-painting, and performed it to perfec-
tion. He was particularly a great matter in perfpective. In

defigning his landfcapes, he had a manner peculiar to himfelf.

He always carried a long book about with him, like a

mufic-book, which, when he had a mind to draw, he opened ;

and, looking through it, made the- lower corner of the middle

of the book his point of fight ; by which, when he had formed

his view, he directed his perfpediive, and rimmed his picture.
His hand was ready, his flrokes bold

; and, in his etching, fhort.

He etched feveral things himfelf, generally on oval (ilver plates
for his friends; who, being mod of them as hearty lovers of

the bottle as himfelf, put glalTcs over them, and made lids

of them for their tobacco-boxes. He drew feveral of the grand
feignors heads for fir Paul Rycaut's

"
Hiftory of the Turks,"

which were engraved by Mr. Elder. In the latter part of his

life, he applied hitnfelf to modelling in wax in ballo relievo;
in which manner he did abundance of things with good fuccefs,

He often faid, he wiflied he had thought of it fooner, for that

[H] Being one day at a tavern With touthrd. They did thus ten times, an*

Fuithorn", Hart the engraver, and others, Lpt'.v.^ii them wrought up the heads t

V I'iuuhed a hoad with n cusi on a. trench- luch a height of force, that nothing coul d be

e r, ana gave it to Faithoinc, who touched better done in that kind. Thcfe trenchers

jpon it. In the mean time, Pip-v drew are ftill extant
;
but ws cannot learn in

another on another trencher, and exchanged wliofe hands they arc at prei'cnt.

Jtwith Fiutborne for that which h had

fort
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fort of work fuitecl better with his genius than any: and had he
lived longer, he would have arrived to great perfection in it.

Some time before his death another eftate fell to him, by the

deceafe of his mother; when, giving himfelf new liberty on
this enlargement of his fortune, he fell into a fever by his free

way of living; and, employing a furgeon to let him blood, the

man unluckily pricked an artery, which accident proved mortal.

Piper was very fat, which might contribute to this misfortune.

He died in Aldermanbury, about 1740.
However corpulent and heavy Piper's body was, his mind was

always fprightly and gay. He was never out of humour, nor

dull; and had he borrowed more time from his mirth to give to

his ftudies, he had certainly been an honour to his country:
however, he lives ftili in the memory of his acquaintance, with
the character of an honeft man, and a great matter in his art.

His pieces are fcattered up and down, chiefly in London; and
the beft and molt of them were lately in the hands of Mr. Le
Piper his brother, a merchant in that city.

PIRANESIfGi A MBATTIST A), a very celebrated architeft and

engraver, a native of Venice, but refident for the greater part of
his life at Rome. The time of his birth is not known here, but it

muft have been about the year 1711. He was remarkable for a
bold and free ityle of etching ; which, in general, he drew upon
the plate at once, without any, or with very little, previous
fketch. He worked with fuch rapidity and diligence, that thfc

magnitude and number of his phtes almoft exceed belief: and

they^are executed with a fpirit and genius which are altogether.

peculiar to him. The earlieft of his works appear to have been

publifhed in 1743, and confilt of defigns invented by himfelf

in a very grand ftyle ;
with views of ruins, chiefly the work of

imagination, and ftrongly characterizing the magnificence of

his ideas. Thefe are fometimes found in a volume, collected

by Bourchard, in 1750; with views of Roman antiquities, not

in Rome, among which are fcvcial of Pola in Iltria. The
dedication to thefe views is dated 1748. Confidering thefe as

forming his firft work, we may enumerate the reft from a cata-

logue print, publilhcd by himfelf many years after. 2. " An-
tichita Romane," or Roman antiquities, compriled in 21 8 plates

of atlas paper, commencing by a topographical view of ancient

Rome, made out from the fragments of a moft curious antique

plan of that city, found in the pavement of the temple of Ro-

mulus, and now preferved in the Mufeum at the Capitol. Thefe,
with thedefcriptions,in Italian, form four vols. in folio. 3." Fafti

confulares triumphalefque Romanorum, ab urbe condita, ufque ad

Tiberium Czdarem." 4.
" Del Caftello dell' acqua Giulia, e della

rnanrera in cui anticamente fi concedevano e diltribuivano le

acque," 21 folio plates. 5.
" Antichita d'Albano, c di Cartel

R 2 Can-
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Gandolfo," 55 plates. 6. "
Campus Mart'us Antiquas urbis,"

with defcriptions in Italian and Latin, 54 plates. 7.
" Archi

trionfali antichi, Tempi, ed Anfiteatri, e(i(tenti in Roma, ed in

altre parti d'ltalia," 31 plates. 8. " Trofei d'Ottaviano Augufto,"
&c. 10 plates. 9.

" Delia Magnificenza ed Architcttura de'

Romani," 44 plates, with above 200 pages of letter-prefs, in

Italian and Latin. This great work appears to have been oc-

cafioned, in great meafure, by fume dialogues publifhed in

London in 1755, but now forgotten here, and entitled, The In-

veitigator. Thefe, containing many foolifh calumnies againft
the ancient Romans, had been interpreted to Piranefi, and in-

flamed his ardent fpirit to this mode of vindication, jo. " Ar-
chitetture diverfe," 27 pla'es. n. " Career! d'inventione," 16

plates, full of the moll wild, but pt&urefque conceptions. 12.

About 130 feparate -views of Rome, in its prefent Itate
;

in the

grandeft ftyle of defign, and the boldeft manner of etching.
Befides thefe, there is alfo extant in very few hands (as it was
not publifhed, but only given to particular friends), a fmall

work of this author, containing letters of j unification to lord

Charlemont ; in which he afiigns the reafons why he did not

dedicate his Roman antiquities to that nobleman, as had been

intended. Piranefi here appears extremely irritated againft his

lordfhip, and his agents, for neglect and ill-treatment ; but the

moil curious part of the work is, that he has taken the pains to

etch in a fmall quarto fize, and with the ulmoit neatnefs, yet
with all his accuilomed freed, ni, exaft copies o! the four ori-

ginal frontifpicces, in which the name of his intended patron
was to have been immortalized : with views of the infcriptions

re-engraved, as they now {land; as if the full infcriptions had

been cut out of the (tones, and the new ones inferted on fmall

pieces let into them, as the ancients fomctimts praclifed. In

this form they (till remain in his front! fpieces, a peculiarity
which would not be underftood without this key. There are

alfo head-pieces, and tail-picas, all full of imagination, and

alluding to the matters and perfons involved in the difpute.
This work is dated 1757. Piranefi was well kno'.vn to mod
of the Englilh artiits who ftudied at Rome

; among others, to

Mr. Mylne, the architect of Blaek-.friars-bridge, with whom
he correfpondtd for fevxra! years, and for whom he engraved a

fine view of that (Iructure, in its unfinilhi-d itatc-
; reprefenting,

with precifion, the pans fubfervicnt to its conltruction, fuch as the

centres of the arches, ^c. for the fake of preferving a memorial
of them. Some of his works arc dedicated to another Britifh

architect, Robert Adam
;
and as Piratuli was an honorary mem-

ber of the Society of Amuju.trics in London, lie always care-

fully fubjoined that title to his name. He was alfo a member of

the academy of the Ar-cadi, by the name of Salcindio T'Jeio, as

he
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he has given it in one of his frontifpieces, according to the fan-

taftic cultom of that fociety, of giving new names to the perfons
admitted. All who knew him agree that he was of a fiery
and impetuous temper, but full of genius. He left a fon, who
has been employed in a diplomatic line. The exa& time of his

death we have not been able to learn, but it is fuppofed to

have happened in, or near, the year 1780. Piranefi has been

accufed, and not without reafon, of fuffering his imagination
to embellim even the defigns that were given as real views.

He was employed as an architect to ornament a part of the

priory of Malta in Rome ; in which place his fon has ere&ed
a ftatue of him. It is thus mentioned by baron Stolberg, in

his travels. " Here is a fine ftatue of the architect Piranefi, as

large as life, placed there by his fon. It is the work of the

living artift Angolini ;
and though it certainly cannot be com-

pared with the beft antiques, it iVill poflefles real merit[ij."
His portrait, engraved by Polanzani in 1750, is in the ftyle of

a mutilated rtatue, and is very fpirited. It is prefixed to fome of

his works.

PIRON (ALEXIS), a French dramatic poet, was born at

Dijon in 1689, where he lived till he was part thirty, in all the

diftipation of a young man of pleafure. At length, having

given great offence to his countrymen, by an ode which he pro-

duced, he removed to Paris; where, as his relations could not

give him much afliftancc, he fupportcd himfelf by his talent of

writing an admirable hand. He was firft fecretary to M. Bcllifle,

and afterwards to a financier, who little fufpccled that he had

fuch a genius in hishoufc. By degrees he became known, from

producing feveral fmall piece?, full of originality, at a little

theatre in Paris; till the comedy called
" Metromanie," efteemed

one of the beft produced in this century, raifed his fame to the

higheft point. His very ffngular talent for convcrfation, in which

he was always lively, and inexhauftible in wit, contributed to

enhance his popularity; and a? his company was more courted

for a time, than that of Voltaire, who had lets good humour,

he was inclined to fancy himfelf fuperior to that writer. Many
traits ot his wit are related, which convey, at the fame time, tin?

notion that he ciVimated himfelf very highly. At the firlt repre-

fentation of Voltaire's Semiramis, which was ill received, the

author nflced him in the theatre, what IIP thought of it? I think,"

faid he,
" that you would be very glad that I had written if." The

aftors wimiug'him to alter one of his pieces,
affronted him by

ufing the word "
corrections," inltcad of alterations. They

pleaded that Voltaire always liltc-ncd to their wiihcs in that refpect.

" What then," replied Piron,
" Voltaire works cabinet-work, .

[i] Ingiiih Tranflation, vol. i. p. 374.

R 3 I caft
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I caft in bronze." An Englifhman might fay, that his claim to

the bronze certainly could not be difputed, after fuch a fpeech.
The fatirical turn of Piron kept him from a feat in the academy.
*< I never could make nine and thirty people," faid he,

" think

as I do, ftill lefs could I ever think with them." He fought,

however, a fpecies of revenge, in the epitaph which he wrote

for hitnfelf :

Cy git Piron, qut ne fut rien,

Pas meme Academicien.

< l Here lies Piron, who was nothing, not even an Academician."

He died early in 1773? His works have been collected, in feven

yols. 8vo, and nine, I2mo. But it is agreed, that out of the

feven, five at lead might be fpared; fince, befides his " Metro-

manie," his "
G.uftavus," a tragedy ;

his " Courfes de Tempe,"
a paftoral piece ;

fome odes, about twenty epigrams, and one or

two tales, there is very little in the whole collection that is above

mediocrity. His comedies are reckoned better than his trage-

dies; and the prefaces to his dramas, though not excellent in

point of ftyle, are full of new and agreeable thoughts, with

natural and happy turns of wit and exprefHon.
PISAN (CHRISTINA DE), an Italian by birth, author of

many compofitionsin profe and verfe, was born at Venice about

1363, being the daughter of Thomas Pifan of Bologna, much
celebrated at that time as an aftrologer. When (he was five

years old, her father fettled with her in France, and her extraor-

dinary beauty and wit procured her an excellent hufband, by the

time fhe was fifteen. After ten years (he loft this hufband,

Stephen Cartel, by whom fhe was moft tenderly beloved, and
found her chief refource for comfort and fubfiftence in her pen ;

her hufband's fortune bcing^ entangled in feveral law-fuits.

Charles VI. of France, and other princes, noticed and affilk-d

her, on account of her talents, and provided for her children.

When fhe died is uncertain. Some of her poems, which are

full of tendernefs, were printed at Paris in 1529, others remain

in manufcript in the royal library.
" The life of Charles V."

written by deftre of Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy, is con-
fidered as her belt performance in profe. She wrote alfo " An
hundred Stories of Troy" in rhyme.

" The Treafure of the

City o. Dames," Paris, 1497.
" ^ne Long Way," tranfiated

by John Chaperon, 1549, under the title of " Le Chemin de

long etendne."

PITCAIRNE (ARCHIBALD) an eminent Scotch phyfician,
was defcended from an ancient family in the county of. Fife,
and born at Edinburgh on Chriftmas day, 1652 [i]. After

[i] From the Gen. Dift. where we arc told, th.;t the particulars were coonmuni-

cated by a very intimate and learned friend or' Pitcairnt.

being
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being properly grounded in languages at a private fchool in

Dalkeith, he was removed to the univerfity of Edinburgh ;

%

where, having gone through a courfe of philofophy, he ftudied
firit divinity, and then the civil law. Severe application im-

pairing his health, he grew hedic, and had all the appearance
of being in a confumption ;

for which he was* advifed to travel
to Montpelier in France, but found himfelf recovered by the
time he reached Paris. He determined to purfue the ftudy of
the law in the univerfity there ; but there being no able pro-
feffor of it, and meeting with fome of his countrymen, who
were ftudents in phyfic, he changed his purpofe a fecond time,
and joined with them. Me had not been thus employed many
months, when he was called home by his father: and now,
having laid in the firft elements of all the three

profeflions, he
was abfolutely undetermined which to follow. It was then he

applied himieif to the mathematics, in which he made a very
great progrefs without a mafter

; but at laft, obfervir.a a con-
nection between geometry and phyfic, he fixed his choice unal-

terably upon that profeflion.
After applying for fome time at Edinburgh to botany, phar-

macy, and the materia medica, he went a fecond time to Paris,
where he finifhed his ftudies ;

and then, a little before the revo-

lution, returned to Scotland, where he prefently came into

good bufmefs, and acquired an extenfive reputation. In 1688,
he publilhed a piece, entitled,

" Solutio problematis de inven-

toribus;" the defign of which was, to afcertain Harvey's right
to the difcovery of the circulation of the blood. In 1692, he
had an invitation from the curators of the univerfity of Leyden,
to be profeifor of phyfic there, which he accepted, and went
and made his inauguration fpeech the 26th of April that year.
He continued there little more than a year ; during which ihort

fpace he publilhed feveral differtations, chiefly with a view of

ihewing the ufefulnefs of mathematics to phyfic: Pitcairne was
the firft who introduced the mechanic principles into that art,

in which he was zealoufly followed by the late Dr. Mead. He
returned to Scotland in 1693, to difcharge an engagement to a

young lady, the daughter of fir Archibald Stephenfon, an emi-

nent phyfician in Edinburgh ; and, being foon after married to

her, was fully refolved to fet out again for Holland : but, the

lady's parents being unwilling to part with her, he fettled at

Edinburgh, and wrote a valedictory letter to the iinivtnlty of

Leyden. His lady did not furvive her marriage many years;

yet Ihe brought him a daughter, who was afterwards married

to the earl of Kelly.
In 1701, he republifhed his " Differtation?," with fome new

ones; and dedicated them to Bellini, profeflbr at Pi fa, in return

to the fame compliment, which Bellini had made him, when
R 4 he
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he publifhed his Opufcula. They were printed at Rotterdam
in one volume 4to, under this title,

"
Difputationes Medica,"

of which there are eight. The lafl edition publifhed in his

life-time came out at Edinburgh, a few months before his death,
which happened Oft. 13, 1713. Afterwards were published
his lectures to his* fcholars, under the title of " Elementa Me-
dicinas Phyfico-Mathematica/' although he had taken as much

pains as a man could take, to prevent the publication of any
thing in that way. He even Ihews fome ^concern about this, in

his Ditfertation " de circulatione fenguinis' in animalibus gcnitis
et non genitis."

In 1696, being hindered by fickncf? from attending the calls

of his profeiTion, he amufed himfelf with writing Remarks

upon Sir Robert Sibbald's Prodromtis Hiftoriae Naturalis Scotice.

That phyfician had published a treatife, wherein he ridiculed

the new method of applying geometry to phyfic ; in return to

which, Pitcairne wrote,
" DilTertatio de Legibus Hirtorix

Naturalis," which is the title of tnefe Remarks. He did not

publim it, however; but, when fome copies came abroad by
accident, difowned it ; fo that fir Robert, believing it not to

be his, wrote an anfwer to it, and dedicated it to him. Pitcairne

likewife ufed to divert himfelf fometimes with writing Latin

verfes, for which he had no contemptible talent ; and publilhed
a few compofitions of this kind, under the title of " Poemata

Selecta," which are moftly of the epigrammatic kind. In thefe

he frequently difccvcrs his political opinions, and mews himfelf

to have been no iriend to the Revolution. His poetry has

never been much read, on account of its obfcurity, which is

principally owing to the private occurrences alluded to in it,

and frequently made the fubjecT: of a whole potm. That " ad

Robcrtum Lindefium," is an inftance of this, being quite unin-

telligible
without the knowledge ot a circumftance in Pitcairne's

life, which he often told, but never -without fome emotion.

His friend Lindefey and he, reading together, when very young,
the known ftory of the two Platonic philofophers, who agreed
that whoever died firft mould return a vifitor to the furvivor,
entered into the fame engagement. Some years after, Pitcairne

dreamed one morning at his father's houfe in Fife, that Linde-

fey, who was then at Paris, came to him, and told him, that

he was not dead as was- commonly reported, but itill alive, and
in a very agreeable place, to which he could not yet carry him.

By the courfe of the port, news came of Lindefty's death, which

happened fuddenly the very morning of the dream. After

knowing this, the poem is eafily understood.

An ingenious fidtion, entitled,
" Archimedis ad Regem Ge-

lonem Epiftola Albas Grecas reperta," has generally been

afcribe4



P I T H O U. 349

afcribed to Pitcairne. All his works have been collected, and

printed together at Leyden, 1737, in 4to.

PITHOU (PETER), or PITHO-US, a French gentleman of
eminence in the republic of letters, was defcended from an
ancient and noble family in Normandy, and born at Troyes in

1539. His tafte for literature [L] difcbvered itfelf early, and
it was cultivated to the utmoft by the care of his father. He
entered upon his ftudies at Troyes, and was afterwards fent to

Paris, where he became firil the fcholar, and then the friend,
of Tiirnebus. When be had finished his ptirfuits in languages
and the belK-s letters, he was removed to Bourges, and placed
under Cujacius, in order to ftudy the civil law. His father
was learned in. the law, and has left no inconfiderable fpecimen
of his judgement, in the advice he gave his fon, for acquiring
this branch of knowledge ; which was, not to fpend his time
and pains upon voluminous and barren commentators, but to
confine his reading chiefly to original writers. He made fo

wonderful a progrefs, that at feventeen he was able to fpeak
extemporarily upon the moft difficult queftions ;

and his mafter
was not afhamed to own, that even he had learned fome

things of him. Cujacius removing to Valence, Pithou fol-

lowed him thither, and continued to profit by his lectures, to

1560. He then returned to Paris, and frequented the bar of
the parliament there, for the fake of joining practical forms
and ufages to theoretic knowledge.

In 1563, being then twenty-four, he gave thefirft fruits of his

ftudies to the public, in a work entitled,
" Adverfaria Subfeciva ;"

which was highly applauded by Turnebus, Lipfius, and other

learned men, and laid the foundation of that great and extenfive

fame which he afterwards acquired. A little time after, he was
advanced by Henry III. to fome confiderable ports; in which, as

well as at the bar, he acquitted himfelfwith high honour. Pithou

was a Proteftant, and therefore might have been involved in the

terrible malTacre of Saint Bartholomew in 1^/2. It was next

to a miracle that he was not; for he was at Paris, where it was

committed, and in the fame lodgings with feveral Hugonots,
who were all killed. He feems, however, to have been fright-
ened by it out of his religion ;

which having, according to the

cuitom of converts, examined and found to be erroneous, he

foon abjured, and openly embraced the Catholic faith. After-

wajds he attended the duke of Montmorency into England ;

anil upon his return, by reafon of his grcnt wifdnm, arnhble-

nefs of nature and manners, and profound knowledge in vari-

ous things, became a kind of oracle to his countrymen, who
confulted him, on all important occafions : and not only his

[L] Niceron, tome v.

countrymen,
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countrymen, but even foreigners. Ferdinand the Great Duke
of Tufcany not only confulted him, but even fubmitted to hie

determination, in a point contrary to his interefts. Henry III.

and IV. were greatly obliged to him for combating the league
in the mofl intrepid manner, and for many other fervices, in

which he had recourfe to his pen, as well as to other means.
Pithou died upon his birth-day in 1596, leaving behind him

a wife, whom he had married in 1579, and fome children.

Thuanus has reprefented him [M] as the moft excellent and

accompliftied man of the age in which he lived
;
and all the

learned have agreed to fpeak well of him. He collected a moft

valuable library, which was rich in manufcripts, as well as

printed books
;
and he took many precautions to hinder its

being difperfed after his death^ but in vain. He published a

great number of works on various fubjedts of law, hiftory, and

clallical literature ; and he gave feveral new and correct editions

of ancient writers. He was the firft who made the world

acquainted with the " Fables of Phasdrus:" they, together with

the name of their author, being utterly unknown, till published
from a manufcript, which had been difcovered by his brother

Francis Pithou. This brother publifhed feveral important
works on the civil and canon law, and had a part in many works
which Peter produced. The principal works of Peter Pithou

are, i.
" A Treatife on the Liberties of the Galilean Church,"

four volumes folio. The bed edition is Paris, 1731. 2. Editions

of many important monuments relative to French hiftory.

3. Notes on many clallical authors. 4. A volume of fmaller

works, printed collectively at Paris in 1609, befides many pub-
lications on civil and canon law, fome ilfued leparately, and

fome in conjunction with his brother.

PITISCUS (SAMUEL), a very learned man, who did good
fervice to the republic of letters by feveral ufeful works, was
born at Zutphen, in the Low Countries, in 1637. He ftmlied

the belles lettres at Deventer under Gronovius, and divinity at

Groningen. Some little time after his education was com-

pleted, he was elected mafter of the public fchool at Zutphen ;

and, in 1685, had the direction of the college of St. Jerome at

Utrecht entrufted to him, where he performed all the offices of a

good governor to the end of his life. He died in 1717, aged
fourfcore years. He was the author of many Latin works, full

of deep erudition and laborious refearches ; among which ajre,
" Lexicon Latino-Belgicum," 410; "Lexicon Antiquitatum
Romanorum," a very ufeful and valuable work ; folio ;

&c.

He gave editions of Quintus Curtius, Suetonius, Aurclius Vic-

tor, &c. on which he wrote large and copious notes j
not in

[M] Hift. fui temporis, ad ann. 1596.

the
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the way of verbal criticifm, which he openly difclaimed, but
for the fake of illuftrating their fenfe, and explaining ancient
cuftoms. Thus his " Notes upon Suetonius," in the 410 edi-
tion efpecially, may be read with great advantage by all who
would be well verfed in that branch of learning: thev are
indeed tranfcribed chiefly from his " Lexicon Antiquitatum
Romanorum." He published alfo a new edition of " Rofinus's
Roman Antiquities."

PITS, or PITSEUS (JOHN), an Englifh biographer, was
born at Alton, in Hamplhire, in 1560; and at eleven, fent to

Wykeham's fchool near Winchefter. He was elected thence

probationer fellow of New College in Oxford [N], at eighteen;
but, in lefs than two years, left the kingdom as a voluntary
Romiih exile, and went to Douay, where he was kindly received

by Dr. Thomas Stapleton, who gave him advice relating to his

Ihidies. Purfuant to this, he parted from Douay toRheims;
and, after one year fpent in the Englifli college there, was fent

to the Engliili college at Rome, where he ftudied feven years,
and was then ordained prieft. Returning to Rheims about 1589,
lie there taught rhetoric and Greek for two years : but the civil

wars in France induced him to withdraw to Lorraine; and, at

Pont-a-Muilbn, he took the degree of mafter of arts, and foon

after that of bachelor of divinity. Next, going into Upper Ger-

many, he refided a year and a half at Triers ; and afterwards

removed to Ingolftadt in Bavaria, where he refided three years,
and took the degree of doctor of divinity. After having tra-

velled through Italy as well as Germany, and made himfelf

mafter of the languages of both countries, he went back to Lor-

raine ; where, being much noticed by Charles cardinal of Lor-

raine, he was preferred by him to a canonry of Verdun. When
he had pafTed two years there, Antona, daughter to the duke of

Lorraine, who was married to the duke of Cleves, invited him

over to be her confeflbr
; and, that he might be the more fervice-

able to her, he learned the French language, in which he became

fo perfect, that hs often preached in it. In her fervice he con-

tinued twelve years ; during which time he turned over the hif-

tories of England, ecclefiaftical and civil, whence he made large

collections and obfervations concerning the moft illuftrious per-

fonages. He then returned a third time to Lorraine, where, by
the favour of John bi(hr>p of Toul, formerly his fcholar, he was

promoted to the deanery of Verdun, which was of confiderable

value'. This, with a canonry and an officiallhip of the fume

church, he held to the day of his death, which happened at Ver-

dun in 1616. He publilhed three treaties: " De Legibus,"

[N] Ath. Oxon. G:n. Dift.

Triers,
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Triers, 1592 ;

" De Beatitudine," Ingolft. 1595 ;

" De Peregri-
natione," Duffeld.. 1604.

During the agreeable leifure he enjoyed, while confeflbr to

the dutchefs of Cleves, he employed himfelf, as we have hinted,

in compiling
" The Lives of the Kings, Bifhops, Apoftolical

Men, and Writers of 'England." They were comprifed in four

large volumes
;

the firft containing the lives of the kings; the

fecond, of the blfhops; the third, of the apoftolical men ; and

the fourth, of the writers. The three firft are prefer ved in the

archives of the collegiate church of Verdun : the fourth only was

publifhed, and that after his deceafe, at Paris, 1619, in 4to,

under the title of "
J. Pitfei Angli, &c. Relationum Hiftorica-

rum de Rebus Anglicis tomus primus;" but the running tit:c,

and by which it is ofteneft quoted, is,
" De Illuftribus Anglic

Scriptoribus." It is divided into four parts; the firft of which
is a kind of Prolegomena

" De laudibus Hiftorix, de Antiqua-
tate Ecclefias Brttanr.icae, de Academiis tam antiquis Britonura

quam recentioribus Anglorum." The fecond part contains the

lives and characters of three hundred Englifh writers ; the third

is
" An Appendix of fome Writers, in alphabetical order, and

divided into four Centuries," together with " An Index of Eng-
lifh Books, written by unknown Authors." The laft part con-

fifts of " Fifteen Alphabetical Indexes," which are a kind of

epitome of the whole work. Pits appears to have acled in a

very difingenuous and ungrateful manner, efpecially in the

fecond part of this work ; the greater part of which he has taken

from Bale's book " De Scriptoribus majoris Britannia?," though
he frequently (hews an abhorrence both of Bale and his work.

He pretends alfo to follow, and familiarly quotes, Leland's
" Colledlanea de Scriptoribus Angliae ;" whereas the truth is,

as Wood [oj and others have obferved, he never faw them, being
but twenty years of age, or little more, when he left the nation :

neither was it in his power afterwards, if he had been in Eng-
land, becaufe they were kept in fuch private hands, that few

Proteftant antiquaries, and none of thofe of the church of Rome,
could fee or perufe them. What therefore he pretends to have

from Lcland, he takes at fecond-hand from Bale. His work is

alfo full of partiality: for he entirely leaves out Wickliffe and

his followers, together with the Scots and Irifh writers, who
are for the moft part commemorated by Bale

;
and in their room

gives an account of the Roman Catholic writers, fuch efpecially
as had left the kingdom, after the Reformation in queen Eliza-

beth's reign, and ineltered themfelvts at Rome, Douay, Lou-

vain, &c. This, however, is the beft and moft valuable part of.

Pits's work.

[o] Whartoni Praef.it. ad Angl. Sacr. P. i. p. 15. Nicholfon's Historical Library, p. 56.

He
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Pits was a man of abilities and learning. His ftyle is clear>

eafy, and elegant ;
but he wants accuracy, and has fallen into

many mistakes in his accounts of the Britifh writers. His work,
however, will always be thought of ufe, if it be only that " Hif-
toria quoquo modo fcripta dele6tat."

PITT (CHRISTOPHER), an Englifh poet [p], was born in

1699 at Blandiord, the fon of a phyfician much elteemed. He
was, in I'i4, received as a fcholar into Winchefter College,
where he was diltinguiihed by exercifts of uncommon elegance;
and, at his removal to New College in 1719, prefented to the
clectc r?, as the product of his private and voluntary fhidk?, a

complete verfion of Lucan's poem, which he did not then know
to have been tranllatcd by Rowe. This is an inftance of early
diligence which well deferves to be recorded. The fuppreilion
of fuch a work, recommended by fuch uncommon circumltances,
is to be regretted. It is indeed culpable, to load libraries with

fuperfiuous books
;
but incitements to early excellence are never

fuperfluousj and from this example the danger is not great of

many imitations. When he had refided at his college three

years, he was prefented to the rectory of Pimpern in Dorfetfhire,

1722, by his re-la ion, Mr. Pitt of Stratfeildfea in Hampihire;
and, reugning his fellowship, continued at Oxford two years

longer, nil he became M.A. 1724. He probably about this

time tranflated " Vida's Art of Poetry," which Triftram's ele-

gant edition had then made popular. In this tranllation he dif-

tinguifhed himfelf, both by the general elegance of his
ftyle, and

by the fkilful adaptation of his numbers to the images exprefled ;

a beauty which Vida has with great ardour enforced and exem-

plified. He then retired to his living, a place very pleafing by
its fituatirn, and therefore likely to excite the imagination of a

poet ;
where he pallid the reft of his life, reverenced for his

virtue, and beloved for the foftnefs of his temper, and the eaii.

of his manners. Before ftrangers he had fomcthing of the

fcholar's timidity and diffidence
; but, when he became familiar,

he was in a very high degree chearful and entertaining. His

general benevolence procured general refpcdt ; and he pafl'cd a

life placid and honourable, neither too great for the kindnefs of

the low, nor too low for the notice of the great. At what

time he compofed his "
Mifcellany," publilhtd in 1727, it is not

eufy nor neceifery to know: thofe poems which have dates appear
to have been very early productions. The fuccefs of his

" Vida"

animated him to a higher undertaking; and in his thirtieth vrar

he published a verfion of the firft book of the /Eneid. This

being commended by his friends, he fometimc afterwards -.;

three or four more ;
with an advertifement in which he repre-

[r] Taken principally from Dr. Johnfon.
'

fents
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fents himfelf as tranflating with great indifference, and with a

progrefs of which himfelf was hardly confcious. At laft, with-

out any further contention with his modefry, or any awe of the

name of Dryden, he gave a
complete EnglKh

"
/Eneid," which

we advife our readers to perufe with that of Dryden. It will be

pleafing to have an opportunity of comparing the. two beft tranf-

lations that perhaps were ever produced by one nation of the fame

author. Pitt, engaging as a rival with Dryden, naturally ob-

ferved his failures and avoided them
; and, as he wrote after

Pope's Iliad, he had an example of an exaft, equable, and fplen-
did verfification. With thefe advantages, feconded by great

diligence, he might fuccefsfully labour particular paMages, and

efcape many errors. If the two verfions are compared, perhaps
the refult will be, that Dryden leads the reader forward by his

general vigour and fprightlinefs, and Pitt often ftops him to con-

template the excellence of a fmgle couplet ;
that Dryden's faults

are forgotten in the hurry of delight, and that Pitt's beauties are

negle&ed in the languor of a cold and liftlefs perufal ; that Pitt

pleafes the critics, and Dryden the people ;
that Pitt is quoted,

and Dryden read. He did not long enjoy the reputation which
this great work defervedly conferred ;

for he left the world in

1748, and lies buried under a ftone at Blandford, with an in-

fcription, which celebrates his candour, and primitive fimplicity
of manners ; and fays that he lived innocent, and died beloved

;

an encomium neither flight nor common, though modeftly ex-

preffed.
PITT (WILLIAM), earl of Chatham, one of the mod illuf-

trious (late fmen whom this country has produced, was the fon

of Robert Pitt, efq. of Boconnock in Cornwall, and grandfon of

Thomas Pitt, governor of Madras, who was purchafer of the cele-

brated diamond, afterwards called the regent [ojj. The family
was originally of Dorfetfhire [R], where it had been long and

refpedlably eftablifhed. William Pitt was born Nov. 15,1708,
and educated at Eton

;
whence in January, 1726, he went as a

gentleman-commoner to Trinity college, Oxford. It has been

faid that he was not devoid of poetical talents, of which a few

fpecimens have been produced ;
but they do not amount to much,

and of his Latin verfcs on the death of George the Firft [s], it

is natural to fufpecl: that the whole merit was not his own.
When he quitted the univerfity, Pitt was for a time in the mili-

[oj It v.-as fo called becaufc purchafed tugal in 1746, weighed i63o car.its and |^-

for Loui; XV. in his minority, by the and was valued at 224,000,000!. ftcr-

duke of Orleans, then regent of France, ling.

It weighed 127 carats, and was fold to the [R] Hutchins's Dorktfhire, vol. i. p.

regent in 1717, for 135,0001 being fup- 54.

pofed to be the largeft that had then been [s] They were printed !n the European

brought to Europe. A brazil diamond, of Magazine for September, 1791, p. 167.
inferior water, brought to the king of Por-

tary
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t.uy line and ferved as a cornet, but his talents leading him more
decifively to another field of a&ion, he quitted the life of a
Jfoldier for that of a ftatefman, and became a member of parlia-
ment for the borough of Old Sarum, in February, 1735. In
this fituation his abilities were foon diftinguilhed, and he fpoke
with great eloquence againft the Spanifh convention in 1738.
It was on the occafion of the bill for regiftring feamen in 1740,
which he oppofed as arbitrary and unjuftifiable, that he made
his celebrated reply to Mr. Horatio Walpole, who had attacked
him on account of his youth (though then thirty-two), adding that

the difcovery of truth is little promoted by pompous di&ion and
theatrical emotion. Mr. Pitt retorted, with great feverity,

"
[

will not undertake to determine whether youth can juftly be

imputed to any man as a reproach, but I will affirm that the

wretch who, after having feen the confequences of repeated
errors, continues ftill to blunder, and whofe age has only added

cbftinacy to llupidity, is furely the object of either abhorrence
or contempt, and deferves not that his grey head mould feeure

him from infults. Much more is he to be abhorred, who, as

he has advanced in age, has receded from virtue, and becomes
more wicked with lefs temptation ;

who proftitutes himfelf for

money which he Cannot enjoy; and fpehds the remains of his

life in the ruin of his country."

Though he held no place immediately from the crown, Mr,
Pitt had for ibme time enjoyed that of groom of the bed-chamber
to Frederick prince of Wales, but refigned it in 1745; and

continuing fteady in his oppofition to the meafures of the minif-

try, experienced about the fame time that fortune, which more
than once attended him, of having his public fervices repaid by

private zeal. The dowager dutchcfs of Marlborough left him

by will 1 0,000 1. exprefsly for defending the laws of his country,
and endeavouring to prevent its ruin. It was thought fooi>

after an objed of importance to obtain his co-operation with

government, and in 1746 he was made joint vice-treafurcr of

Ireland; and in the fame year treafurer, and pay mafter-generaF
of the army, and a privy counfdlor. In 1755, thinking it

ncceilary to make a ftrong oppofition to the continental connec-

tions then formed by the miniftry, he refigned his places, and

remained for fume time out of office. But in December, 1756,
he was called to a higher fituation, being appointed fecretary o|

fhte for the fouthern department. In this high office he was

more fuccefsful in obtaining the confidence of the public, than

that of the king, fome of whofe wifheshe thought himfelt bound

to oppofe. In confequence of this he \vas foon removed, with

Mr. Legge, and fome others of his friends. The nation, how-

ever, was not difpofed to be deprived of the fervices- of Mr. Pitt.

The moft exalted idea of him had been taken up throughout the

A kingdom.
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kingdom: not only of his abilities, which were evinced by his

confummate eloquence, but of his exalted, judicious, and difin-

terefted patriot!fm. This general opinion of him, and in fome

degree of his colleagues, was fo ftrongly exprefled, not merely by

perfon-al
honours conferred on them, but by addrefil-s to the

throne in their favour, that the kinu thought it pmdent to reftore

them to their emplovments. On June 29, 1757, Mr. Pitt was

again made fecretary of ftate, Mr. Legge chancellor of the ex-

chequer, with other arrangements according to their wifhes.

Mr. Pitt was now confidered as prirre minifter, and to the ex-

tranrdinary ability of his meafures, and th-.- vigour of his whole

adminiftration, is attributed the great change which quickly

appeared in the (hate of public affairs. It was completely [hewn
how much the fpirit of one man may animate a whole nation.

The activity of the minitter pervaded every department. His

plans,
which were ably conceived, were executed with the

utmoil promptitude; and the depreflion which had arifen from

torpor and ill fuccefs, was followed by exertion, triumph, and

confidence. The whole fortune of the war was changed ; in

every quarter of the world we were triumphant ;
the boldeft

attempts were made by fea and land, and almoft every attempt
was fortunate. In America the French loft Quebec, in Africa

their principal Settlements fell, in the Eaft- Indies their power
was abridged, and in Europe their armies defeated

;
while their

navy, their commerce, and their finances were little lefs than

mined. Ami dfl this career of fuccefs king George II. died,

Ot. 25, 1760. His prefent majelty afcended the throne at a

time when the policy of ;he French court had juft fucceeded in

obtaining the co-operation of Spain. The family compact
had been fecretly concluded

;
and the Epglifh minifter, indubi-

tably informed of the hoftile intentions ot Spain, with his ufual

vigour of mind, had determined on ftriking the firft blow, before

the intended enemy Ihould be fully prepared for action. He
propofed in the privy council an immediate declaration of war

againll Spain, urging with great energy, that this was the

favourable moment, perhaps never to be regained, for humbling
the whole hotife of Bourbon. In this meafure he was not

flip-

ported, and the nation attributed the oppofition he encounteu-d,

to the growing influence of the earl of Bute. Mr. Pitt, of much
too high a fpirit

to remain as the nominal head of a cabinet,

which he was no longer able to lire&, refigned his places on

the 5th of O&ober, 1/61 ;
when as lome reward for his eminent

fervices, his wife was created baronefs of Chatham in her own

right, and a penfion of three thoufand pounds was fettled on the

lives of himfelf, his lady, and his eldeii: fon.

No fallen minifter ever carried with him more completely the

confidence and regret of the nation, over whofe councils he had

prefided :
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re Puled : but the king was alfo popular at this time, and, the

war being continued by his new minifters with vigour and
fucccfs, no difcofitent appeared till after the conclution of peace.
Our triumphs in the Weft Indies over both France and Spain,
had particularly elated the fpirits of the people, and it was con-
ceived that we ought either to dictate a peace as conquerors, or
continue the war till our adverfaries fhould be more effectually
humbled. With thcfe ideas, when the preliminaries for peace
were difcuffed in parliament, Mr. Pitt, though he had been for

fome time confined by a fevere fit of the gout, went down to the

houfe of commons, and fpoke for nearly three hours in the
debate. He gave his opinion diftinctly upon almoft every article

in the treaty, and upon the whole, maintained that it was inade-

quate to the conqueftsf and juft expectations of the kingdom.
Peace was however concluded on the loth of February, 1763,
and Mr. Pitt continued unemployed. He had the magnanimity
not to enter into that petalant and undifcriminating plan of oppofi-
tion, which has fo frequently difgraced the ill-judging candidates

for power; but maintained his popularity in dignified retirement,
and came forward only when great occafions appeared todemand his

interference. One of thefc was the important queftion of general
warrants in 1764, .the illegality of which he maintained with all

the energy of his genius and eloquence. A fearch or feizure of

papers, without a fpecific charge alledged, would be, as he juftly

contended, repugnant to every principle of liberty. The molt

innocent man could not be feciire.
*' But by the Britifh con-

ftitutionj" he continued,
"

every man's houfe is his cattle. Not
that it is furroundetl with walls and battlements. It may be a

ftraw-built (bed. Every wind of heaven may whittle round it.

All the elements of nature may enter in. But the king cannot ;

the king dare not."

"When the difcontents in America began to appear, on the

occaPion of the ftamp act, Mr. Pitt again found a fubject for his

exertions. The repeal of that aft being propofed in March,

1766, by the new miniftry of the Roekingham party, Mr. Pitr,

though not connected with them, very forcibly fupported the

meafure, which was carried ;
whether wifely, or fortunately, is

itill a matter of difpute. About this time died fir William

Pynfent, of Burton Pynfent in Somerfetfhirc, a man of confi-

derable property, who, through mere admiration of Mr. Pitt in

his public character, dtfinherited his own relations, and made him

heir to the bulk of his eftate. It was certainly a remarkable

proof of the very uncommon ettimation in which this ftatefmarx

was held, that a circumttance of this nature fhould have hap-

pened to him at two different periods of his life.

The Rockingham miniilry proved unable tp maintain its

around; a new admiaiftration was formed, and Mr. Pitt, m
VOL. XII. S
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1766, was made lord privy feal. At the fame time he was
created a

peer, by the titles of vifcount Pitt, of Burton Pyndnt,
in the county of Somerfet, and earl of Chatham, in the county
of Kent. Whatever might be his motives for accepting this

elevation, he certainly funk by it in popularity, at leatt as much
as he rofe in nominal dignity. The great commoner, as he was
fometimes ftyled, had formed a rank to himfelf, on the fole bafis

of his talents and exertions, for which the titular honours, which
he was now to participate with many others, could noi in the

public opinion cempenfate. Still it mult be owned that the

nigh and hereditary diftinclion of the peerage, is a jull and
honourable objed of ambition to a Brhilh commoner

; which,
if he attains it, as Mr. Pitt appears to have done, without any
impjoper conceffion or ftipulation, may be coniidered as the fair

reward of paft fei vices, and the moil permanent monument of

public gratitude. Lord Chatham, whatever might be the caufc,
did not long continue in office

;
he rcligned the place of lord

privy feal on the 2d of November, 1768, and it was the laft

public employment which he ever accepted. He does not indeed

appear to have been dtfirous of returning to office. He was now
fixty, and the gout, by which he had been long nfrl idled, had

become too frequent and violent in its attacks, to allow of dolo-

ur regular application to bufinefs. In the intervals of his diforder

he continued occaftonally to exert himfelf, on queftions of great

magnitude, and was particularly ftrenuous in 1775, and the

enfuing ye;ir r againft the meafurcs purfued by the minifters in

the conteft with America. Ncverthtlefs, in all things he main-
tained his native fpirit. When France began to interfere in the

conteft, he fired with indignation at the irifult
; and when, in

1778, it was thought neccflary, after the repeated misfortunes

of the war, to acknowledge the independence of America, he

fummoned up all the ftrength that remained within him, to pour
out his difapprobaticu of a meafure fo inglorious. He did fo

in a fpecch of conmlcrahic energy, and being anfwered in the

u-ourfe of the d,b.;te by the duke of Richmond, feemed agitated
*vith a dciire to reply : but when he attempted to rife, the effort

proved too violeru for his debilitated condttution, and he funk,
n\ a kind of fit, in;.) t!v a: ;ns of thofe v. ho were near him. This

extraordinary fcene of a gieat ftatefman, almoft dying in the laft

is talents, has been perpetuated by the pencil, and

jvili live Jor ever in the memory of his countrymen. He did not

iurvive thifc effort. This debate happened on the 8th of

April, 177^, and he died on the nth of May enfuing.
. All parties appeared now to contend to do honour to his me-

mory: a public funeral, and a monument in Weltminfter abbey,
.u the national ex pence,, were immediately voted by parliament,
<;:,d his muje.' ,

- d to fettle u^on his family
" fuch a

lading
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hilling provifion as he in his wifdom and liberality fhould think

fit, as a mark of the fenfe the nation entertains of the fcrvices

done to this kingdom by that able ftatefman." A penfion of

4000!. a year was accordingly appointed by his majefty, out
of the civil lift revenue, and confirmed in perpetuity by par-
liament, to the heirs of the earl of Chatham, to whom the title

Ihould defcend. The monument raifed to his memory is highly
worthy of the occafion, being perhaps the noblelt effort of Britifh

fculpture. His figure appears upon it, at full length, in his par-
liamentary robes, and in the attitude of fpeaking; the accompa-
niments are grand and appropriate, and the infcription has a

limple dignity, much more impreliive than any pomp of words.

announcing merely that the king and parliament have paid this

tribute to his merits.

The principal outlines of lord Chatham's character, fagacity,

promptitude, and energy, will be perceived in the foregoing
narrative. The peculiar powers of his eloquence have been cha-

racterized fmce his death in language which will convey a forci-

ble idea of it to every reader. "
They who have been witnelfes

to the wonders of his eloquence, who have IHtened to the muiie

of his voice, or trembled at its majelty ;
who have feen the per-

fuafivc gracefulnefs of his action, or have felt its force ; they
who have caught the f.ame of eloquence from his eye, who have

rejoiced in the glories of his countenance, or Ihrunk from his

frowns, will remember the refiftlefs power with which he im-

p re fled conviction. But to thofe who have never feen or heard

this accomplifhed orator, the mmoft effort of imagination will

be neceilary, to form ajuft idea of that combination of excel-

lence, which gave perfection to his eloquence. His elevated

afpedt, commanding the awe and mute attention of all who
beheld him, while a certain grace in his manner, arifmg from a

confcieufnefs of the dignity of his iituation, of the folemn Ictne

in which he acled, as well as of his own exalted character,

feemed to acknowledge and repay the refpect which he recci

This extraordinary pcrfonal dignity, fupported on the bafis ot

his well-earnvd tame-, at once acquired to his opinions an alfent.

which is llouly given to the arguments of other men. His

alTertions rofe 'into proof, his forciight became prophecy. No
clue was nrceiVary to the labyrinth illuminated by his geniu*.

Truth came forth at his bidding, and realized the wifli ol

philofopher: fhe was feen and beloved." We have omitted

ibme parts of this fpirited
charafter becaufe not written with

equal judgement : but the refutt of the whole is, that while hrt

fought with indefatigable diligence the heft and purelt fources ot

political information, he had a mind which threw new lights

upon every topic, and directed him with more certainty than any

adventitious aid. Another account of his extraordinary powers
* mors
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more concile, but drawn with wonderful
fpirit, is attributed to

the pen of Mr. Wilkes. " He was born an orator, and from
nature polIeU'ed every outward requisite to befpeak refpect, and
even awe. A manly figure, with the eagle eye of the famous

Conde, fixed your attention, and almoft commanded reverence
the moment he appeared ;

and the keen lightnings of his eye

fpoke the high fpirit of his foul, before his lips had pronounced
a fyllablc. There was a kind of fafcination in his look when he

eyed any one afkance. Nothing could withftand the force of
that corvtagion. The fluent Murray has faultered, and even
Fox (afterwards lord Holland) Ihrunk back appalled, from an

adverfary,
"

fraught with fire unquenchable," if I may borrow
the expreffion of our great Milton. He had not the correclnefs

of language fo finking in the great Roman orator (we may add,
and in his fon), but he had the wrba ardentia, the bold glowing
words." Lord Chefterfield has given a more general picture of
his character, in the following words. " Mr. Pitt owed his

rife to the moft confiderable poit and power in this kingdom,
fingly to his own abilities. In him they fupplied the want of

birth and fortune, which latter, in others too often fupply the

want of the former. He was a younger brother, of a very new

family [T], and his fortune was only an annuity of one hundred

pounds a year. The army was his original deftination, and a

cornetcy of horfe his firft and only commiflion in it. Thus
unaffifted by favour or fortune, he had no powerful protector to

introduce him into bufinefsr and (if I may life that expreffion)
to do the honours of his parts, but their own itrength was fully
fufficient. His conftitution refufed him the ufual pleafures, and
his genius forbid him the idle dillipations of youth ; for fo early
as at the age of fixieen he was the martyr of an hereditary gout.
He therefore employed the leifure, which that tedious and pain-
ful dillemper either procured or allowed him, in acquiring a

great fund of premature and ufeful knowledge. Thus by the

unaccountable relation of caufes and effects, what feemed the

greateft misfortune of his life,, was perhaps the principal caufe of

its fplendour. His private life was Rained by no vice, nor ful-

;icd by auy meannefs. All his fentiments were liberal and
elevated. His ruling paflion was an unbounded ambition,

ivhich, when fupported by great abilities, and crowned with

great fucctfs, makes what the world calls a great man. He was

haughty, imperious, impatient of contradiction, and overbearing ;

qualities which too often accompany, but always clog great ones.

He had manners and aridrefs, but one might difcover through
thc-m too great a confcioufnefs of his own fuperior talents. He
was a mod agreeable and lively companion in focial life, and had

I-T] Tl.i* 1 riob'.b'.y to k underftood, only a new in point of celebrity.

fuch
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fuc'h a verfatility of wit, that he would adapt it to all forts of
converfation. He had alfo a moft happy turn to poetry, but he
feldom indulged, and feldom avowed it. He came young into

parliament, and upon that theatre he foon equalled the oldcft

and the ableft ators. His eloquence was of every kind, and he

excelled in the argumentative, as well as in the declamatory way.
But his invectives were terrible, and uttered with fuch energy of

didtion, and fuch dignity of a&ion and countenance, that he
intimidated thofe who were the moft willing and belt-able t,o

encounter him. Their arms fell out of their hands, and they
ihrunk under the afcendant which his genius gained over

theirs [ul." As a proof of this wonderful power, it is related

that fir Robert Walpole fcarcely heard the found of his voice in

the houfe of commons, when he was alarmed and thunderftruck.

He told his friends, that he would be gl;ul at any rate,
" to

muzzle that terrible cornet of horfe." That minifter would
have promoted his rife in the army, if he would have given up
his feat in the houfe.

P1TTACUS, one of the fcvcn fagcs of Greece, of whom
fome fayings are preferved, but not many particulars of his life.

He was born at Mitylene in the ifland of Lefbos, about 649

years before the Chriftian asra. By his valour and abilities he

obtained the fovereignty of his native city, which he employed

only to lead the people to happinefs, by giving them the bed
laws he could devife. Having fulfilled this talk, and put his

laws into verfe, according to the fafhion of the times, that they

might be more eafily remembered, he refigned his authority, and

returned to a private life. His fellow-citizens would have

rewarded his benefits by a large donation of land, but he pofi-

tively refufed to accept more than a circular portion, taking the

call of his javelin from the centre every way, as the meafure of

its circumference. " It is better," he faid,
" to convince my

country that I am fincerely difinterelted, than to pollefs great

riches." The particular maxim recorded as peculiar to him is,

ptTjSev ayxv, ne quid nimis; but he left alfo fcveral other fay-

ings, which were preferved as proofs of his wifdom : among the

reft,
" He who knows not how to be filent, knows not how

to fpeak." He died about the year 579, at the age of 70.

PIZARRO (FRANCIS), the conqueror of Peru, celebrated

rather for his abilities than for his virtues, his glory being tar-

niftied by the cruelties which he pra&ifed towards thofe whom
he had conquered. He was the illegitimate fon of a gentleman,

by a very low woman [x], and apparently deUincd by his unge-

nerous arent not to rife above the condition of his mother,nerous parent

f u] See his Lif

(xj Rabcrtfen's Awcricji, vol. ii. p
f u] See his Life in two vols. 4to. vol. 15. p.

xj

S 3 being
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being put to trie mean employment of keeping hogs. The
genius of young Pizarro difdained this low occupation. He en-
lifted as a foldier, ferved fume time in Italy, and then embarked
ior America, which offered at that period a 'bong allurement to

every active adventurer. Diitinguifhcd by his utter clifdain of

tvery hardfhip and danger, he was foon regarded, though fo

illiterate that he was unable to read, as a man formed for com-
mand ; and being fettled in Panama, where the Spaniih emi-

grants had found their fanguine expectations wholly di (appointed,
he united in 1524, with Diego de Almagio, another military
adventurer, and Hernando Lucque, a prieft, to profecute difco-

veries to the eallwaid of that fettlemenr. This attempt had fre-

quently been made, but had failed through the inability of the

perfons concerned in it; it had now fallen into Inch hands as

were calculated to make it fuccefsful, and their confederacy was
fandlioned by the governor of Panama. The enterprife was

begun in a very humble manner. Pizarro fet fail with a fingle

veifel, and, fiom univerfal ignorance of the climate, at the very
worlt feafon of the year, in November; when the periodical
winds were precifely againll his cotirfe. He had no fuccefs, nor
was his colleague Almagro, who followed, more fortunate. After

undergoing extreme hardfliips, and obtaining only a glimpfe of
a better country, the utmoft they could do was to eftablifh

thetnfelves in an iiland near the coafr. Nothing could deter

Pizarro from his enterprife; the rchiial of further fanclion

from the governor, the defertion of all his aflbciates, except
thirteen, all was in vain. He remained with his fmall band,

till, in fpite of all obftacles, they obtained another veffel, with

Come reinforcements. They fet fail again in 1526, and on the

twentieth day after their departure, difcovered the fertile coaft of

Peru. They were yet too weak to attempt the invalion of an

empire fo populous, and Pizarro contented himfelf with carry-

ing back, by means of an amicable intercourfe, inch fpecimens
of the wealth and civilization of the country as might invite

others to accede to the enterprife. Unable to bring the governor
of Panama to adopt his views, he returned to Spain, and ex-

plaining to that court the magnitude of the object, obtained

every grant of authority he could wifh, but no other afliitance
;

and, being left to his own refources, could have effected nothing
had he not been affifted with money by Cortez, juft then returned

from Mexico. It was February, 1531, before he and his alfo-

ciates were again able to fail from Panama, on their great under-

taking; and then their whole armament confided only of three

fmall veffels and 180 foldiers, thirty-fix of whom were horfe-

rnen. When they landed in Peru, as they had the imprudence
to attack the natives, inftead of conciliating them, they were

4t firit expofed to famine, and feveral other calamities. Pizarro,

however,
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However, had the good fortune to enter Peru when the forces

of the empire were divided by an obltinate civil war between
Huafcar'tht- Ic ghimate monarch, and Atahualpa, Vommonly called

Atabalipaj his half bn;ihcr. 13y degrees undcrfhnding the ftate

of the country, Pi/.arro engaged to be the ally of Atahualpa, and
under that pretence was .permitted to penetrate unmokftcd to

Caxamalca, twelve days journey within the country. He wai
received pacifically and with itute, as the ambuHiidor of a great
monarch

; bur, perfidiouily taking advantage of the unlufpeding
good faith of Atahu.-ilpa, he made a fudden attack, and took him

pis loner. T-he exaction of an imrner.fe ranfom, the divilion of

which ferved to invite new invaders; the difgrsccful breach (.{

faith by v. liich.the king was kept a prifoner after his ranfom was

paid ; and the dcu (table nuirder of him, a fhort time after, under

the infamous mockery of a trial; with the infults fuperadded by

bigotry, to make liim die a Chriftian, without being able to com-

prehend that faith; all contribute to accumulate difgrace upon
the head of the treacherous and unfeeling conqueror, and form
fuch odious additions to the reproachful fcenes a6ted by the

Spaniards in America, as nothing can palliate or obliterate.

Pizarro., favoured 'by the diftrafted (late of Peru, which now
increafed, though Huafcar had been put to death by order of

his brother, -and reinforced by more foWiers from Spain, pro-
ceeded in his conquers, and on Jan. 18, 1535, laid the founda-

tion of Lima, called by him and his countrymen Ciudad de los

Reyes. In 1537 he found a new enemy in his original aflbciate

Almagro, who claiming Cweco, the ancient capital of Peru, as

belonging to his jurifdi&ion, got pofTcHion of it. This, and

other advantages gained by him, at once diftrelfed and roufed

Pizarro. They came to an engagement in 1538, in which

Almagro was defeated and taken prifoner; and, after an interval

of confinement, was tried and executed. This was the laft of the

f.icccifes of Pizarro; the fon and friends of Almagro confpired

againit him, and on June 26, 1541, he was affailii:ated by them

in his palace, making a rmit refolute defence, well worthy of his

long-tried courage. He was at this time advanced in years,

though his cxad age is not known. The glory he juftly

acquired by military talents, courage and fagacity, would have

placed him in the rank of heroes, had not his charadU-r been

difgraced by the indelible (tains of perfidy and cruelty.

PLACCIUS (VINCENT), an eminent philologcr of Ham-

burgh, where he was born in 1642, completed his ftudies at

Helmitadt and Leipfic, and improved his talents by travelling

in France and Italy.
When he returned, he applied himfelf to

the bar, and afterwards became profeflbr of morals and eloquence,

an which fituation he continued twenty-four year;. He was

beloved by his pupils, and when he died, in 1099, regretted bv

S 4 hiC
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his countrymen in general, who had confidered him a^ ai>

oracle. His works are, i.
" A Dictionary of anonymous and

pfeudonymous Authors," publifned in 1/08, in two vols. folio,

by the care of Fabricius ; a curious work, but abounding with

faults. 2. " De jurifconfulto perito Liber," 8vo, 1693.

3.
" Carmina juvenilia,'' I2mo, Amft. 1667. 4.

" De arte

excerpendi," Hamburgh, 1689, 8yo, with feveral others, all

xcilifying, and abundantly proving, his talents and erudition.

PLACENTINUS (PETER), a German author, who, under
the name of Publius Porcius Porcellus, wrote the Latin poem
entitled " Pugna porcorum," confiding of 360 verfes, in which

every word begins with a P.. It was published feparately at

Antwerp, in 1530, and is in the Nuga; venales, cc. He was
not the firft writer who had amufed himfelf by this idle fpecits
of diligence.
PLACETTE (]EAN DE LA), a Protcdam minifter of great

eminence, was born at Pontac in Berne, 1639 ; and his father,

who was a minider, trained him with the greated attention and

care. From 1660, he exercifed the minidry in France; but,
after the revocation of the edict of Nantz in 1685, he retired

to Denmark, where he continued till the death of the queen in

1711 : fpr that princefs, apprifed of his great merit, kept him near

]ier. From Denmark he palled to Holland, and fixed himfelf

jirll at the Hague ; then removed to Utrecht, where he died in

1718, age 79. He was the author of many works upon piety
and morality, which are reckoned excellent in their kind ; and

of feme of the polemic kind, againd the church of Rome.
PLANTIN (CHRISTOPHER), a celebrated printer, was born

near Tours in 1533, and bred to an art which he carried to the

higheft degree of perfection. He went and fettled at Antwerp,
and there erected a printing-office ;

which was confidered not

only as the chief ornament of the town, but as one of the molt

extraordinary edifices in Europe. A great number ot ancient

authors were printed here : and thefe editions were valued not

only for the beauty of the characters, but alfo for the eorrect-

nefs of the text
;
with regard to which Plantin was fo very

iiice, that he procured the mod learnt u men to be correctors of

his prefs. He acquired immenfe riches by his profeilion, which
however he did not hoard up, but fpent in a liberal manner.
He died in 1598, aged 65 ; and left a mod fumptuous and
valuable library to his grandfon Balthafar. See Baillet's

Jugemens des Scavans.

PLANUDES (MAXIMUS), a Greek monk of CondantinopJe,
who lived at the end of the third, and the beginning of the

fourth century, is the author of a " Life of /Efop," full of

anachronifms, abfurditits,andfalfehoods; and of 149
" Fables;"

Vfhicb, though he publifhed them for ./Efop's, have been fuf~

pected
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peeled to be his own. There is alfo a collection of Greek
epigrams, under the title of " Anthologia," made by this monk :

and it is but juft to allow him the merit, of having preferved
many valuable compoiitions which othenvife would have been
loft. No particulars are known of Planudes, except that he
fuffered fome perfecution, on account of his zeal for the Latin
church.

PLATINA (BARTOLOMEO Sacchi), fo called, a learned*

Italian, and author of a "
Hiitory of the Popes,'' was born in

1421 at Piadena, in Latin Platina, a village between Cremona
and Mantua

;
whence he took the name by which he is gene-

rally known. He firrt embraced a military life, which he fol-

lov.ed'for a conliderable time ; but afterwards devoted himfelf
to literature, and made a conf;derable progrefs in it. He went
to Rome under Calixtus III. who was made pope in 1455;
v.-here getting himfelf introduced to cardinal BeflTarion, he
obtained fome fmaH benefices of pope Pius II. who fucceeded
Calixtus in- 1458, and afterwards was appointed apoftolical
abbreviator. Paul II. fucceeded Pius in 1464, and then Ph-
tina's affairs took a very unfavourable turn. In the firil place,
Paul was much indifpofed towards him, oa account of his con-
nections with his predecetfbr Pius : but this might poilibly have
been borne, if Paul, in the next place, had not removed all the
abbreviators from their employments, by abolishing their places,

HOtwithftanding they had purchafed them with great fums of

money. Upon this, Platina complained to the pope, and moft

humbly befought him to order their caufe to be judged by the

auditors of the Rota. The pope was offended at the liberty,
and gave him a very haughty repulfe:

" Is it thus," faid he, look-

ing at him ilernly,
" is it thus, that you fummon us before

your judges, as if you knew not that all laws were centered in

our breait r Such is our decree : they fhall all go hence, whi-

therfoever they pleafe : I am pope, and have a right to ratify

or cancel the ads of others at pleafure." Thefe unhappy men,
thus diverted of their employments, ufed their utmoit endea-

vours, for fome days, to obtain audience of the pope, but wer

repulfed with contempt. Upon this, Platina wrote to him in

the following terms :
" If you had a right to difpoiFefs Ui f

without permitting our caufe to be heard, of the employment*
we had lawfully purchafed ; we, on the other fide, ought to

be permitted to complain of the injurtice we fuffer, and the

ignominy with which we are branded. As you have repulfed

us fo contumelioufly, we will go to ail the courts of princes,

and intreat them to call a council ; whofe principal bufmefs

fhall be, to oblige you to fliew caufe, why you have diverted

us of our lawful poireilions.
"

Nothing can better illullrate the

temper a#d eharadler of Platina, than this letter ; which, how-

ever,
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ever, being conficl^red as an ad of rebellion, caufed him to be

rmprifoned, and to endure great rurdihips. At the end of four

-months he had his liberty, with orders not to leave Rome, and

rontinucd in quiet for fome time; but afterwards, being luf-

pec^ecl of a plot, was again imprisoned, and, with many others,

put to the rack. The plot being found imaginary, trie oh

was turned to hcrefy, which alfo came to nothing ;
and Platina

was let at liberty fome time after. The pope then flattered him
with a profpcd of preferment, and thus kept him in Rome ;

but, dvin<i of an apoplexy, leit him to mitt for himfelf as he

rould. This whole contiia is related by Platina himfelf, in

his *' Lives of the Popes,
'

under the pontificate of Paul II.

Sixtus IV. fucceeded Paul in 14.67, and appointed Platina

keeper of the Vatican library, which was eftabliihed by this

Pope. Platina here found himfelf in his own element, and

lived very happily in that ttation, till 1481, when he was
fnatched away by the plague. He bequeathed to Pomponius
Laetus the houfe which he built on the Mons Quirinalis, with

the laurel grove, out of which the poetical crowns were taken.

He was the author of feveral works, the moft confiderable of

which is,
" De Vitis ac Geftis Summorum Pontificum ;" or,

Hiftory of the Popes from'St. Peter to Sixtus IV. to whom he

dedicated it. The Proteftants have approved it, and ranked

the author among the witneffes to truth. Some Roman Catholic

writers charge him with want of fmcerity and care
; yet Pan-

vinius did not fcruple to publiih this hiftory, with notes of his

own, and added to it, the Lives of the Popes, from Sixtus IV.

to Pius IV. It was firlt printed at Venice in 1479, folio, and

reprinted once or twice before 1500 ;
lince which time all the

editions of it are faid to have been caftrated. Platina wrote

alfo a 2.
"

Hiftory of Mantua," in Latin, which was firft pub-
lifhed by Lambecius, with notes, at Vienna, 1675, in 410.

The titles of fome of his other works are, 3.
" De Naturis

rerum,'' 4.
"
EpHtolz ad diverfos." 5.

" De honerta volup-
tate et valetudine." 6. " De falfo et vero bono." 7.

" Contra
amores." 8. " De vera nobilitate." 9.

" De optimo civc."

10. "
Panegyricus in BetTarionem." n. " Oratio ad Pallium

II." 12. " De pace Italiae componenda et bello Turcico in-

dicendo." 13.
4< De nofculis lingua? Latins;." 14.

" A
Treatife on the Means of preferving Health, and the Science

of the Kitchen," 8vo, Bologna, 1498. On this the following

epigram was made by Sannazarius :

Ingenia et mores, vitas, obitufque notafle

Pontificum, arguta; lex fuit hiftoriae.

Tu tamen hie lautas traclas pulmenta culinas,

Hoc Platina, ell ipfos pafcere pontificcs.

PLATO.
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PLATO, a moft illuftrious philofopher of
antiquity, was

born at Athens in the eighty-eighth Olympiad, and about 430-
vcars before Chrift[vJ. He was a perfon of very great qua-
lity, being dcfcended by hi*; father from Royal anceftors, and by
his mother from Solon. He was educated in a manner fuitable.

to his rank: he learned grammar, mathematics, rnufic, and

painting. In his firft years he addided himfelf much to poetry ;

wrote odes and dithyrambicfl, and afterwards epic poetry; which
laft, finding it much inferior to Homer ?, he burned. He then

began to write tragedies, and had prepared one to contend for

the prize at the Olympic theatre; but, the day before it Ihould
have been prefentecl, he happeried-to hear Socrates, and was fo

charmed with his way of difcourfing, that he not only forbore

the corned at that time, but negle&ed poetry ever after, and
even deitroyed all his poems.
He was about his twentieth year, when he became a follower

of Socrates, and began to Ihidy philofophy. This exellent mailer,

foon obferving in Plato a greater genius than common, was
much pleafed with him: he advifed him to read Homer often ;

and thence Plato brought himfelf to conceive and fpeak of

things in a lofty, copious, and ftriking manner. Plato was

equally attached to Socrates, and raifed a confiderable fum of

money to procure his releafe, after he was imprifoned upon the

accufations of his enemies; and, when this failed, took the

boldnefs to harangue in defence of him to the people, which he

began to do fo pathetically, that the magiltrates, fearing a tu-

mult, caufed him to be iilenced. Eight years he lived with

Socrates; in which time he committed, as did Xenophon and

his other difciples, the fubftance of his mafter's difcourfes to

writing. Of this he compofed dialogues, but with fo great ad-

ditions of his own, that Socrates, hearing him recite his " Lyfis,"
cried out,

" O Hercules! how many things does this young man

feign of me[z]!" for, as Laertius adds,
"
many of thofe things,

which Plato wrote, Socrates never fpoke."
Tiie philofophers who were at Athens were fo alarmed at the

death of Socrates, that molt of them fled, to avoid the injuftice

and cruelty of the government. Plato [A], whofe grief on this

occafion is faid by Plutarch to have been exceflive, retired to Me-

gara, where he was kindly entertained by Euclid, who had been

one of Socrates's firft fcholars, till the Itorm was over. After-

wards he determined to travel in purfuit of knowledge ; and

from Megara he went to Italy, where he conferred with Eu-

lytus, Philolaus, and Archytas. Thefe were the moft celebrated

of the followers of Pythagoras, whofe do&rine was then become

Y] Fabricii BibL Grzc. vol. ii. Stanky'i Livci of Philoforhcrs, 1743, 4*-

Diogen. Laert. iii. p. 35. [A] Oe Vhrtut. Moral.

famous
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famous in Greece; and from thefe, the Pythagoreans
affirmed that he had all his natural philofophy [B ].

He dived

into the moft profound and myfterious fccrets of the Pythago-
rean doctrines ; and, perceiving other knowledge to be con-

nected with them, he went to Cyrenc, where he learned geo-

metry of Theodortis. Thence he
pafll-d

into Egypt, to acquaint
himfelf with the theology of their prieits, to ftudy more nicely
the proportions of geometry, and to inftru<5l himfelf in allro-

nomical obfervations ; and, having taken a full furvey of all

the country, he fettled for fome time in the province ofSais,

learning of the wife men there what they held concerning the

univerfe, whether it had a beginning, whether it moved wholly
or in part, cc. and Paufanias affirms, in his Meffeniacs, that he

learned from thcfe the immortality, as well as the tranfmigration
of fouls. Some of the fathers will have it, that he had commu-
nication with the books of Mofes, and ftudied under one Sech-

nuphis, a learned man of Heliopolis, who was a Jew : but there

is nothing that can be called evidence for thefe afTertions. St.

Auftin once believed, that Plato had fome conference with Je-
remiah [c] ; but afterwards difcovered that the prophet muft

have been dead at leaft fixty years before Plato's voyage to Egypt.
Plato's curiofity was not yet fatisfied : he travelled into Perfia, to

confult the Magi about the religion of that country; and he de-

figned to have penetrated even to the Indies, and to have learned

of the Brachmans their manners and cuftoms
;
but the wars in

Afia hindered him.

Being returned to Athens from his travels, he applied himfelf

to teach philofophy, which at that time was the moft honour-
able profeflion in that place. He fet up his fchool in the Aca-

demy, a place of exercife in the fuburbs of the city, befet with

"woods; but this, not being a very healthy fituation, brought on
him a quartan ague, which lafted eighteen months. The phy-
iicians advifed him to remove to the Lyceum ;

but he refufed,

and anfwered,
"

I would not live on the top of Athos, to linger

away life:" and it was from the academy, that his feel took the

name of Academics. Yet, fettled as he was, he afterwards

made feveral voyages abroad : one particularly to Sicily, in order

to view the eruptions of mount .^Etna. Dionyfius the tyrant

reigned then at Syracufe ; Plato went to fee him
; but, inftead of

flattering him, like a courtier, reproved him for the diforders of

his court, and the injuftice of his government. The tyrant, not

tifed to difagreeable truths, grew enraged at Plato, and would
have put him to death, if Dion and Ariftomenes, formerly his

fcholars, and then favourites of that prince, had not powerfully
interceded for him. Dionyfius was content to deliver him. into

[] Porphyr. in. vit. PytTngorat.
'

To] DC Civit. Dei, lib. viii.

the
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the hands of an envoy of the Lacedemonians, who were then ak
war with the Athenians: and this envoy, touching upon the
coafl of ./Egina, fold him for a (lave to a merchant of Cyrene,
who, as foon as he had bought him, fent him away to Athens.
Some time after, he made a fecond voyage into Sicily, in the

reign of Dionyfius tha younger; who fent Dion, his miniiter
and favourite, to invite him to court, that he might learn from
him the art of governing his people well. Plato accepted the

invitation, and went ; but, the intimacy between Dion and Plato

raiftng jealoufy in the tyrant, the former was difgraced, and the

latter fent fent back to Athens. Dion being re-admitted t?>

favour, perfuaded Dionyfius to recall Plato, who received him
with all the marks ef good-will and friendfhip, that a great

prince could give. He fent ont a very fine galley to meet him,
and went himfelf in a magnificent chariot, attended by all his

court, to receive him ; but his inconitarit difpoiition hurried him
into new fufpicions. It fhould feem, indeed, as if thcfe fuf-

picions were not altogether groundlefs : for ./Elian fays, and

Cicero was of the fame opinion,- that Plato taught Dion how
to difpatch the tyrant, and to deliver the people from opprelfion

[D], However this might be r Plato was offended, and com-

plained ; and Dionyfius, incenfed at thefe complaints, refolved

to put him to death : but Archyta*, who had great intcreft with

the tyrant, being informed of it by Dion, interceded for the

philofophcr, and obtained leave for him to retire.

The Athenians received him joyfully at his return, and would

have complimented him with the adminiftration of the govern-

ment; but he declined the honour, choofing rather to live

quietly in the Academy, and to employ himfelf in contemplation
and the ftudy of philofophy. His fame was now fprcad far and

wide ; and feveral flates, among which were the Arcadians and

Thebans, fern ambailadors with earned requefh that he would

come over, not only to inftru& their young men in philofophy,

but alfo to prefcribe for them laws of government. The Cyre-

nians, Syracufians, Cretans, and Eleans, fent alfo to him
;
he

did not go to auy of them, but gave laws and rules of govern-

ing to all. He lived fingle, yet foberly and chaftely. He was

a man of great virtues, and exceedingly affable; of which we

need no greater proof, than his civil manner of converting with

the philosophers of his own times, when pride and envy were

at their height. His behaviour to Diogenes is always men-

tioned in hisliiftory. This Cynic was highly offended, it feems,

at the politcnefs and fine tafte of Plato, and ufed to catch all

opportunities of fnarling at him. He dined one day at his table

other company, and trampling upon the tapeftry with Uis

[] JBUan. Hi. r?, Ckern. U< Qiat. lib. Hi.

dirty.
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dirty feet, uttered this brutifh farcaftn: "
I trample upon the

pride of Plato:" to which Plato wifely retorted,
" with greater

pride."
The fame of Plato drew difciples to him from all parts, and,

among the reft, Speufippus, an Athenian, his filler's fon, whom
he appointed his fncceitbr in the academy. Another famous

difciple was the great Ariftotle, whom Plato, after he grew
jealous of him, ufed to call a colt, forefeeing that he would

oppofe him, as a colt kicks at the dam, from whom he has re-

ceived fuck. His fchool was frequented alfo by two ladies,

L,afthenia a Mantinean, and Axiothca a Phliafian, who went
habited as men, and thereby gave occafion to injurious fufpicions
of Plato: finally, by Hyperides, Demofthenes, and Ifocrates,

with the 1 aft of whom Plato was very intimate. In the mean
time, as his great reputation gained him on the one hand many
difciples and admirers, fo on the other it raifed him feme emu-

lators, efpecially among his icllow-dilciples, the followers of

Socrates. Xenophon and he were particularly difaffecled towards

each other; and their emulation appears in nothing more, than

in their having written upon the fame fubjecls. They both

wrote a "
Sympofium:" they both wrote about Socrates: they

both wrote upon government ;
for the " Commonwealth of

Plato," and the " Inftitution of Cyrus [E]," are works of the

lame nature, the latter being pronounced by Cicero, as much a

work of invention as the former. A. Gellius fays,
" that they

avoided the very naming one another in their works ;" but he

was mittaken: for Xenophon fpeaks of Plato in the third book
of his

"
Memorabilia," and Plato of Xenophon in the third

book of his Laws.

This extraordinary man, being arrived at eighty-one years of

age [F], died a very eafy and peaceable death, in the midft of an

entertainment, according to fome ; but, according to Cicero,
as he was writing. Both the life and death of this philofopher
were calm and undifturbed; and indeed he was finely formed
for happinefs. Befides the advantages of a noble birth, he had

a large and comprehenfive undedtanding, a vaft fund of wit

and g-x)d taftc, great evennefs and fweetnefs of temper, all

cultivated and refined by education and travel; fo that it is no

wonder, if he was honoured by his countrymen, eiteemed by
Itrangers, and adored by his fcholars. The ancients thought
more highly of Plato than of all their philnfophers : they always
called him the Divine Plato ; and they feemed refolved that his

defcent fhould be more than human. " There are," fays Apu-
!eius [G],

" who aflert Plato to have been fprung from a more

Et]

A.I Quintum fntrcm epift. i. Noftes Atticae, lib. xiv. c. 3.

F] DC Sencftute. [c] DC Dogmate Piatonis.

fublime
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fublime conception ;
and that his mother Perictione, who was

a very beautiful woman, was impregnated by Apollo in the

lhape of a fpe&re." Plutarch, Suidas, and others, affirm this
to have been the common report at Athens. When he was an
infant, his father Ariilo went to Hymettus, \\ith his wife and
child, to facrifice to the Mufes; and, while they were buiied
in the divine rites, a i\varm of bees came and dilUllcd their

honey upon his lips. This, fay* Cicero [H], was confidcred
us a preiage of his future eloquence. Apulcius relates, that

Socrates, the night before Plato was recommended to him.
dreamed that a yuung fwan fled from Cupid's altar in the aca-

demy, and fettled in his lap, thence loared to heaven, and de-

lighted the gods with its mulic : and when Ariito the next dav

preferred Plato to him,
"

Friends," fays Socrates,
"

this is the

fwan of Cupid's altar." The Greeks loved fables: they
ihew, however, in the prefent cafe, what exceeding refpecr
was paid to the memory of Plato. Cicero perfectly adored him ;

and tells us, that he was juitly called by Panzctius the divine, the

mod wife, the moft facred, the Homer of philofophers ; enti-

tled him to Atticus,
" Deus ille nofter ;" thought, that if Ju-

piter had fpoken Greek, he would have fpoke in Plato's lan-

guage ;
and made him fo implicitly his guide in wifdom and

philofophy, as to declare, that he had rather err with Plato,
than be right with any one elfe. But panegyric alidc, Plato

was certainly a very wonderful man, of a large and compre-
henfive mind, an imagination infinitely fertile, and of a molt

flowing and copious eloquence. Neverthelefs, the (trength
and heat of fancy prevailing in his compofition over judgement,
he \vas too apt to foar beyond the limits of earthly things tu

range in the imaginary regions of general and abitracled ideas ,

on which account, though there is always a greatnefs and

fublimity in his manner, he did not philofophi/e lo much ac-

cording to truth and nature as Ariltotle, though Cicero did not

icruple to give him the preference. Plato is very prop
enrich the imagination, to infpire fine Icntimcnts and graceful

expreffion ; but Ariftotlc will contribute more to form and

Itrengthen the judgement, and teach a man to think more

wifely and truly.
The writings of Plato are in all the fon.i of dialogue, where

he feems to deliver nothing from himftlf, but every (iiing as

fentiments and opinions of others, of Stxru,. I i
-

mx'us, &c. He does not mention himfelf any whei

once in his " Phxdo," and another time in his "
Aj,.

Socrates." His ftyle,
as AriRotle obfervcd [ij, is . -rofc

and verfe : on which account fume have not fcrupled to rank

[H] Tull.de Div. [i] Dio-r-. Uf:. ; -..-,-
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him with the poets. There is a better reafon for fo doing,
than the elevation and grandeur of his ftyle : his matter is

frequently the offspring of imagination, inftead of dodlrines or

truths deduced from nature. The firft edition of '* Plato's

Works" in Greek, was put ouf by AldTjs at Venice, in 1513 ;

but a Latin verfion of him by Marfilius Ficinus had been

printed there in 1491. They were reprinted together at Lyons
in 1588, and at Francfort in 1602. The famous printer

Henry Stephens, in 1578, gave a moft beautiful and correct

edition of " Plato's Works' 1

at Paris, with a new Latin ver-

iion by Serranus, 3 vols. folio; and this defervedly pafies for

the belt edition of Plato:" yet Serranus's verfion is very excep-
tionable, and in many refpecls, if not in all, inferior to that

6f Ficinus. A good edition in twelve volumes 8vo, has lately

beer, published at Deuxponts, from that of Serranus.

PLAUTUS (MARCUS Acclus), a comic writer of ancient

Rome, was born at Sarfina, a fmall town in Umbriay a pro-
vince of Italy [K]. His proper name was Marcus Accius: he

is fuppofed to have acquired the furname of Plautus, from

having broad and ill-formed feet. His parentage feems to have

been mean : and fome have thought him the fon of a flave.

Few circumftances of his life are known: Cicero has told us

in general [L], that he was fome years younger than Naevius or

Ennius, and that he died the firil year of the elder Cato's cen-

forfhip, when Claudius Pulcher and Lucius Portius Licinius

were confuls. This was about the year of Rome 569, when
Terence was about nine years old, and 184 years before Chrift.

A. Gellius fays [M], that Plautus was diftinguifhed at the fame
time for his poetry upon the theatre, that Cato was for his

eloquence in the Forum : and obferves elfewhcre from Varro

[N], that he was fo well paid for his plays, as to think of

doubling his ftock by trading ; in which however he was fo un-

fortunate, that he loft all he had got by the Mufes, and for his

fubfiftence was reduced, in the time of a general famine, to

work at the mill. This was no bad punifhment for a greedy and
covetous man, which Plautus is reprefented by Horace to have
been [o]. How long he continued in this diftrefs, is no where
faid : but Varro adds, that the poet's wit was his beft fupport,
and that he compofed three plays during this daily drudgery.
We have twenty of his plays extant, though not all of them

entire; none of which were compofed ot th^ mill, but before

he became a bankrupt. Varro allowed twenty-fix to be of hii

compofition, which were all extant in Gellius's time. Some
made the number of his plavs to exceed an hundred

;
but this

[K] Fabric. BibL Latin. Crufius's Lives [M] Noftes Attic*, lib. xvii. c. si.

f rbe Roman poets, vol. ii. [N] Ibid. 1. iii. c. 3.

[L] De Ciaris Oratoribus. xc. [oj Fpi^. i. lib. a. r. 170.

might
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inight arife from his revifmg the plays of other poets, which
Gellius fuppofes he did; and Varro's account ought to be de-
cifive. This learned Roman had written a particular treatife
on Plautus's works, from the fecond book of which, quoted by
Gellius, the foregoing account of him is taken. Many other
critics are there mentioned by Gellius, who had all written
fome pieces upon Plautus, which fhew the great admiration in
which he was held by the Romans : and it mould feem as if

this admiration continued long ;
for there is a paflage Ln Arno-

bins, whence it feems reafonable to infer, that fome of his

plays were afted on folemn occafions, fo late as the reign of
Dioclefian. It is where that father, ridiculing the fuperfti-
tion of 'the heathens, pleafantly aflcs them [p], "how they
could imagine that Jupiter mould be appeafed by their aftin^
the Amphiiryo of Plautus r" This poet is faid by Varro to

have compofed the following epitaph for himfelf, which, as

favouring of vanity, has been deemed by fome critics a fpu-
rious production: but, as Gellius exprefsly cites Varro for it,

the genuinenefs of it cannot well be queftioned [oj. It is in

thefe words :

"
Poftquam morte datu 'ft Plautus, comoedia luget j

Scena eft deferta. Dein rifus, ludu', jocufque,
Et numeri innumeri fimul omnes collacrumarunt."

Two things have occafioned the comedies of Plautus to be ex-

ceedingly admired: one is, the exad propriety of his expreflion,
which has been made the ftandard of the pureft Latin ; infomuch

that Varro did notfcruple to fay, that were the Mufes to fpeak

Latin, they would certainly fpeak in the language of Plautus;
the other, the true ridicule and humour of his characters, which,

fet him above all the Roman comic writers. This is the con-

ftant opinion of Varro, Cicero, Gellius, Macrobius, and the

moft eminent modern critics, ^as Lipfius, the Scaligers, Mu-
retus, Turnebus, &c. It has been thought ftrange, that Horace

[R] in thofe lines,

" At noftri proavi Plautinos et numeros et

Laudavere fales : nimium patienter utrumque
Ne dicam ftulte mirati ;

fi modo ego et vos

Scimus inurbanum lepido feponere dido,"

mould pafs fo ftvere a cenfure on the wit of Plauliis,
y.-Jucfi.

yet appeared fo admirable to Cicero, that he fpeaks of it as

"
elegans, urbanurn, ingeniofum, facetum [s].

"
But the

. common anfwer is allowed to be the true one : which is, tha^

endeavouring to beat down the exceifive veneration for the

[p] Pag. 238. L. Bat. i6',i. [V] Noft. Att. lib. i- c. 14.

J.B] DeArt. Poet, ver, 270. M De Offic- hb. . 19

VOL. XII. T elder
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elder Roman poets, and, among the reft, for Plautus, he cen-

fiires, without referve, every the leait defect in his writings;

though> in general, he agreed with Cicero in admiring him.
In Short, however Horace, and a few critics of a more refined

and delicate taSte, might cenfure Plautus for his coarfenefs and

inurbanity, yet he carried his point by it better, than he could

have done by the delicate railleries and exquiiite paintings of a

Menander or a Terence
; for, by the drollery of his wit, and

the pleafantry of his fccnes, he fo enchanted the people of

Rome, as to continue the reigning favourite of the Stage, even

long after Afranius and Terence had appeared on it. Nay,
the humour continued through the Auguftan age ; and no won-
der, when, as Suetonius tells us [T], the emperor himfelf was
much delighted with it.

The belt editions of "
Plautus," but there are none fo good

as might be wiihed, are, i. That of Paris, 1576, in folio,

with the " Commentaries of Dionyfius Lambinus." 2. Another
at Paris, 1621, in 4to, revifed by Janus Gruterus, and illul-

trated with the " Commentaries of Fredericus Taubmannus."

3. That in ufuin Delphini, 1679," in 2 vols. 410. 4.
" Cum

notis variorum et Frederici Gronovii, Amft. 1684," in two
vols. 8vo.

PLAYFORD (JOHN), a man distinguished in the mufical

world, was born in 1613 [r]. He was a ftationer and a feller

of mufical instruments, mufic-books, and mufic-paper. What
fiis education had been, is not known; but that he had attained

to a confiderable proficiency in the practice of mufic and mu-
fical compofition, is certain. His Jkill in mufic was not fo

^reat, as to entitle him to the appellation of a matter: he knew

nothing of the theory of the fcience, hut was very well verfed

in the practice, and uncleritood the rules of compofition well

enough to write good harmony. In 1655, he published an
" Introduction to the Skill of Mufic ;" which, being written

in a plain and ealy ftyle, fucceeded fo well, as to go through

many editions, confulerably improved by the author and his

friends: the edition before us is the thirteenth, 1697, in I2mo,
with a print of him by Loggan. Playford appears to have

poifelTed the friendship of the moll eminent muficians of his

time, and in confequence thereof was the publisher of a very
great number of mulic-book? between the years 1650 and 1685 :

he contributed alfo not a little to the improvement of the

art of printing mufic. He died about 1693 ;
and Tate, then

poet laureat, wrote an elegy upon him.
He had a fon named John, a printer of mufic

;
and a younger

named Henry, who was a feller of mufic. The books adver-

[T] In Vit.
: Augufti, 85. 5. [v] Hawkins's Hift. of Mufic, 5,v. 486.

tifed
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tifed by him were but few in number, compared with thofe of
his father. Among them were the "

Orpheus Britannicus,"
the " Ten Sonatas," and the " Airs" of Purccll. He was
living after the year 17^5.
PLESSIS-R1CHELIEU. See RICHELIEU.
PLINIUS SECUNDUS (CAius), the elder, one of the

mod learned ot the ancient Roman writers, was born in the

reign of Tfberins Ca?far, about the year of Chrift 23. His

birth-place was Verona, as appears from his calling Catullus
his countryman, who was unquestionably of Verona [x]. The
ancient writer of his life, falfely afcribed to Suetonius, and,
after him, St. Jerorn, have made him a native of Rome : father

Hardouin has alfo taken fome learned pains to confirm this

notion, which however has not prevailed [v]. He was parti-

cularly formed for excelling in knowledge : for Aulus Geilius

reprefents him as one of the moft ingenious men of his age ;

and what is related of his application by his nephew the

younger Pliny, is almoft incredible. Yet his exceffive love of

fhicly did not fpoil the man of bufmefs, nor prevent him from

filling the moft important offices with credit. He was a pro-
curator, or manager of the emperor's revenue, in the provinces
of Spain and Afric

; and was advanced to the high dignity of

augur. He had feveral confiderable commands in the army,
and was as cliftinguiihed by his courage in the field, as by his

eloquence at the bar.

His manner of life, as it is defcribed by his nephew, is very

extraordinary [z]. In fummer he always began his ftudies as

foon as it was night : in winter, generally at one in the morn-

ing, but never later than two, and often at midnight. No
man ever fpent lefs time in bed; infomuch that he would fome-

times, without retiring from his books, take a fhort deep, and,

then purfue his {Indies. Before day-break, he ufed to wait

upon Vefpafian, who likewife chofe that
feafon_

to tranfaft

bufmefs: and when he had fmifhed the affairs which that em-

peror committed to his charge, he returned home again to his

ihidies. After a flendtr repaft at noon, he would frequently in

the fummer, if he was difengaged from bufmefs, repofe him-

felf in the fun : during which time fome author was read to

him, from which he made extracts and obfervations.' This was

his conftant method, whatever book he read: for it was a

maxim of his, that " no book was fo bad, but fomething might
be learned from it." When this was over, he generally went

into the cold-bath, after which he took a flight
refremment of

[x] In Pnsfat. ad Hift. Natur km Attics, lib. ix. c. iv. Plin. E^ft. $

[Y] In Prsefat. ad Piin. H.ii. Nat. lib. 3.

Plinii Junioris Vita, a
Jf.

Maflbn. Amit. [j Epift. 5.
lib. J.

I7oq. Niccron. torn. vii. Cell. NJ&OS

T 2
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food and reft; and then, as if it had been a new day, refumed!

his ftudies till fupper-time, when a book was again read to him,

tipon which he would make foine remarks as they went on.

His nephew mentions a fingular inftance to mew how covetous

he was of his time, and how greedy of knowledge. His reader

having pronounced a word wrong, fomebody at the table made
him repeat it: upon which, Pliny a'ked his friend, if he
underltood it ? who acknowledging that he did

;
" Why

then," faid he,
" would you make him go back again ? we

have loft, by this interruption, above ten lines." In fummer,
he always rofe from fupper by day-light ; and in winter, as

foon as it was dark. Such was his way of life amidft the noife

and hurry of the town; but in the country his whole time was
devoted to ftudy without intermiffion, excepting only when he
bathed: and this, no .longer than while he was actually in the

bath ; for all the while he was rubbed and wiped, he was em-

ployed either in hearing fome book read to him, or in dictating
himfelf. In-his journeys, he loft no time from his ftudies: but

his mind, at thofe feafons, being difengaged from all other

thoughts, applied itfelf wholly to that fingle purfuit. A fecre-

tary conftantly attended him in his chariot, who, in the winter,
tvore a particular fort of warm gloves, that the fharpnefs of
the weather might not occafion any interruption to his ftudies:

and, for the fame reafon, inftead of walking, he always ufed

a chair in Rome.

By this extraordinary application he found time to write a

great number of volumes: but, before we give an account of

thefe, let us relate the circumftances of his death, which, like

his manner of living, were very fingular and curious, and are

alfo defcribed at large by the elegant pen of his nephew [A].
He was at that time, with a fleet under his command, at

Mifenum, in the gulf of Naples; his fifter and her fon, the

younger Pliny, being with him. On the 24th of Auguft, in

the year 79, about one in the afternoon, his fifter defired him
to obferve a cloud of a very unufual fize and fhape. He was
in his ftudy; but immediately arofe, and went out upon an
eminence to view it more dlftin&ly. It was not at that diftance

difcernible from what mountain this cloud iflued, but it was
found afterwards to afcend from mount Vefuvius. Its figure
refembied that of a pine-tree; for it flint up a great height in

the form of a trunk, which extended itfelf at the top into a

fort of branches; and it appeared fometimes bright, and fome-
trmes dark and fpotted, as it was either more or lefs impreg-
nated with earth and cinders. This was a noble phenomenon
rcr the philofoj who immediately ordered a light

20. lib. vi,

vefTel
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veffel to be got ready ,
but as he was coming out of the houfe,

with his tablets for his obfervations, 'he received a note froni

Reclina,, a lady of quality, earneftly intreating him to come to
her aflittance, iince her villa being fituated at the foot of mount
Vefuvius, there was no way for lier to e'fcape, but by fea.

He therefore ordered the gallies to put to ft a, and went himfelf
on board, with intention of

affifting not only Redtina, but
others: for the villas flood extremely thick upon that beau-
tiful coaft. He fbercd diredlly to the point of danger, whence
others fled with the utmofl terror; and with fo much calmnefs
and prefence of mind, as to be able to make and didlate his

obfervations upon the motion and figure of that dreadful fcene.

He went fo nigh the mountain, that the cinders, which grew
thicker and hotter the nearer he approached, fell into the (hips,

together with pumice-ftones and black pieces of burning rock :

they were likewife in clanger, not only of being aground by the
fudden retreat of the fea, but alfo from the vaft fragments
which rolled down from the mountain, and obflrudted all the

Ihore. Here he flopped to confider, whether he fhould return?
to which the pilot advifmg him,

"
Fortune," faid he,

" be-

friends the brave; carry me to Pomponianus." Pomponianus
was then at Stabias, a town feparated by a gulf, which the fea,

after feveral windings, forms upon that more. He found him
in the greateft conflernation, he exhorted him to keep up his

fpirits ; and, the more to diflipate his fears, he ordered, with
an air of unconcern, the baths to be got ready ; when, after

having bathed, he fat down to fupper with an apparent chear-

fulnefs. In the mean while, the eruption from Vefuvius flamed

out in feveral places with much violence, which the darknefs

of the night contributed to render ftill more vilible and dreadful.

Pliny, to foothe the apprehenfions of his friend, allured him it

was only the burning of the villages, which the country people
had abandoned to the flames : after this, he retired, and had

fome deep. The court which led to his apartment being iu

fome time almoft filled with {tones and afhes, if he had conti-

nued there any longer, it would have been impofTible for him
to have made his way out: it was therefore thought proper to

awaken him. He got up, and went to Pomponianus and the

reft of the company, who were not unconcerned enough to

think of going to bed. They confulted together, whether it

would be moft prudent to truft to the houfes, which now fhook

from fide to fide with frequent and violent rockings ;
or to fly

to the open fields, where the calcined flones and cinders,

though light indeed, yet fell in large mowers, and threatened

deftrudtion. In this diftrefs they refolved for the fields, as the

lefs dangerous fituation of the two
; and went out, having pi^

jo.ws tied upon their heads with napkins, which was all their

T 3
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defence againft the ftorms of rtoncs that fell around them. It

was now day every where elfe, but there a deeper darknefs

prevailed than in the moil obfcure night; which, however, \\ns

in fome degree diffipated by torches, and other lights cf various

kinds. They thought proper to go down farther upon the

fhore, to obferve if they might fafely put out to fea ; but they
found the waves ftill run extremely high and boifterous. There

Pliny, taking a draught or two of water, threw himfdf down

upon a cloth which was fprcad for him
; when immediately the

flames and a ftrong fmell of fulphur, which was the forerunner

of them, difperfed the reft of the company, and obliged him
to arife. He raifed himfelf, with. the ailifhnce of two of his

fervants, for he was pretty fat, and inftantly fell down dead:

fuffocated, as his nephew conjectures, by fome grofs and nox-

ious vapour ;
for he had always weak lungs, and was fre-

quently fubjecl: to a difficulty of breathing . As fcon as it was

light again ?
which was not till the third day after, his bod;/

was found entire, and without any marks of violence upon it ;

exactly in the fame pofture that he fell, and looking more like

a man afleep than dead.

The fifter and nephew, whom the uncle left left at Mifenum,
continued there that night, but had their reft extremely broken

and difturbed. There had been for many days before fome mocks
of an earthquake, which wa? the lefs furprifmg, as they were

always extremely frequent in Campania : but they were fo par-

ticularly violent that night, that they not only {hook every thing,
but feemed to threaten a total deftruclion. When the morning
came, the light was exceedingly faint and languid, and the

buildings continued to totter; fb that Pliny and his mother
refolved to quit the town, and the people followed them in the

utmoft conftcrnation. Being got at a convenient diftance from
the houfes, they ftood ftili, in the midft of a moft dangerous
and dreadful fcene. The chariots, they had ordeml to be

drawn out, were fo agitated backwards and forwards, though
upon the moft level ground, that they could not keep them

fledfaft, even by fupporting them with large ftones. The fea

feemed to roll back upon itfeif, and to be driven from its banks

by the convuliive motion of the earth; it was certain at leaft,

the fhore was confiderably enlarged^ and feverai fea animals were
left upon it. On the other fide, a black and dreadful cloud,

burfting with an igneous ferpentine vapour, darted out a long
train of fire, refembling fiafhes of lightning, but much larger.
Soon afterwards, the cloud feemed to defcend, and cover the

Whole ocean ;
as indeed, it entirely hid the ifland of Capreze,

and the promontory of Miltnum. Pliny's mother conjured
him ftrongly to make his efcape, which, being young, for he

vas only eighteen yeais.of age, he might cafily do; as for

hcrftlr,
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herfelf, fhc faid, her age and corpulency rendered all attempts
of that fort impoflible : but he refufed to leave her, and, taking
her by the hand, led her on. The alhes began to fall upon
them, though in no great quantity : but a thick fmokc, like a

torrent, came rolling after them. Pliny propofed, while they
had any light, to turn out of the high road, left his mother
ihould be prefled to death in the dark, by the croud that followed
them : and they had fcarce ftepped out of the path, when utter

darknefs entiiely overfpread them. Nothing then was to be

heard, lays Pliny, but the (hrieks of women, the fcreams of

children, and the cries of men : fome calling for their children,
others for their parents, others for their hufbands, and only dif-

tinguifhing each other by their voices
;
one lamenting his own,

fate, another that of his family, fome wifhing to die from the

very fear of dying, fome lifting up their hands to the gods, but
the greater part imagining that the lad and eternal night was

come, which was to deftroy both the gods and the world toge-
ther. At length a glimmering light appeared, which however
was not the return of day, but only the forerunner of an ap-

proaching burft of flames. The fire fell luckily at a diftance

from them ; then again they were immerfed in thick darknefs,
and a heavy fhovver of alhes rained upon them, which they
were obliged every now and then to fhake off, to prevent being
crufhed and buried in the heap. At length this dreadful dark-

nefs was dillipated by degrees, like a cloud or fmoke: the real

day returned, and even the fun appeared, though very faintly,

and as when an ecliple is coming on
;
and every object ft-emed

changed, being covered over with white afhes, as with a deep
ihow. Pliny owns very frankly, that his fupport, during this

terrible phenomenon, was chiefly founded in that miferablr,

though ftrong confutation, that all mankind were involved in

the fame calamity, and that the world itfelf was perifhing.

They returned to Mifenum, but without yet getting rid of their

fears'; for the earthquake ft ill continued, while, as was extremely
natural in fuch a fhuation, feveral enthuliaftic people ran up
and down, heightening their own and their friepds calamities by
terrible predictions.

This event happened A. D. 79, in the firft year of the em-

peror Titus ;
and was probably the firft eruption of mount

Vefuvius, at leaft of any confequence, as it is certain we have

no particular accounts of any preceding eruption. Dio, indeed,

and other ancient authors, fpeak of this mountain as burning

before ;
bur ftill they defcribe it as covered with trees and

vines, fo that the eruptions muft have been inconfiderable [BJ.

tMartial has an epigram upon this fubject, in which he gives

[B] Ef\i. 43. lib. ir.
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us a view of Vefuvius, as it appeared before this terrible con-

flagration broke out : and nothing can be more proper than tu

infert it here.

Hie eft pampincis viridis modo Vefvius umbris :

Prefferat hie madidos nobilis uva lacus.

Haecjuga, quam Nifae colles, plus Bacchus amavit :

Hoc nuper Satyri monte dedere chores.

Hasc Veneris fedes, Lacaedemone gratior illi :

Hie locus Herculeo nomine clarus erat.

Cuncla jacent flammis, et trifti merfa favilla ;

Nee fuperi vellent hoc lieu tile fibi.

Thus Engliflied, by Mr. Melmoth.
*' Here verdant vines o'erfpread Vefuvio's fides:

The generous grape here pour'd her purple tides.

This Bacchus lov'd beyond his native fcene:

Here dancing Satyrs joy'd to trip the green.
Far more than Sparta this in Venus' grace :

And great Alcides once renown'd the place.
Now flaming embers fpread dire wafte around,
And gods regret that gods can thus confound."

Concerning the writings of Pliny, we have full information
from his nephew [c]. The firft book he publifhed was, a

treatife,
<c
Concerning the art of ufing the javelin on horfe-

back," de jaculatione equeftri : this he wrote when he com-
manded a troop of horfe. " The life of Pomponius Secundus,"
who was his friend. " The hiftory of the wars in Germany :"

in which he gave an account of all the battles the Romans had
had with the Germans. His nephew fays, that a dream, which
he had when he ferved in the army in Germany, firft fuggefled
to him the defign of this work : it was, that Drufus Nero, who
extended his conquefts very far into that country, and there

loft his life, appeared to him, and conjured him not to fuffer

his memory to be buried in oblivion. He wrote likewife " A
treatife upon eloquence ;" and a piece of criticifm " concern-

ing dubious Latinity." This laft work was publimed in

Nero's reign, when the tyranny of the times made it dangerous
to engage, in ftudies of a freer kind: it is often cited by Prif-

cian. He completed a hiftory which Aufidius Balfus left unfi-

m'med, by adding to it thirty books, which contained the hiftory
of his own times. Laftly, he left thirty-feven books upon the

fubjecT: of natural hiftory : a work, fays his nephew, of great

compafs and learning, and almoft as full of variety as nature

herfclf. It is the only work of his that is extant
;
and has

teen often printed, but the beft edition by far is that of Paris

[c] Epill. 5.
lib. iu.
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by father Hardouin. Yet of this editor there are two editions,
which differ confiderably: the firft, in five volumes, 410, 1685,
being by no means fo valuable as that of 1723, in three volumes,
folio. There is alfo an ufeful edition in 8vo, by Franzius,

publifhed at Leiplic in 1778-91. This edition confifls of ten
volumes, with a copious feletion of the beft notes.

We mould add to the works of this author a vaft quantity of

manufcripts, which he left to his nephew, and for which he
had been offered by Largius Licinius 400,000 fefterces, that is,

about 3200!. of our money.
" You will wonder," fays his

nephew,
" how a man, fo engaged as he was, could find

time to compofe fuch a number of books ; and fome of them
too upon abftrufe fubjecls. Your furprife will rife Hill

higher, when you hear, that for fome time he engaged in

the profellion of an advocate, that he died in his 56th year,
that from the time of his quitting the bar to his death he
was employed in the higheft ports, and in the fervice of his

prince: but he had a quick apprehenfion, joined to an un-
wearied application," Ep. iii. 5.

- Hence he became not only
a mafter in polite literature, in grammar, eloquence, and

hiilory, but knowing alfo in all arts and fciences, in geography,
mathematics, philpfophy, aftrdnony, medicine, botany, fculp-
ture, painting, architecture, &c. for of all thefe things has he
treated in the very important work that he has left us.

PLINIUS CJECILIUS SECUNDUS (CAius), [D] ne-

phew of Caius Plinius Secundus, was born in the ninth year of

Nero, and the 62d of Chrift, at Novocomum, a town upon
the lake Larius, near which he had feveral beautiful villas.

Caicilius was the name of his father, and Plinius Secundus

that of his mother's brother, who adopted him. He brought
into the world with him fine parts and an elegant tafte, which

he did not fail to cultivate early ; for, as he tells us himfelf, he

wrote a Greek tragedy [E] at fourteen years of age. He loft

his father when he was young, and had the famous Virginius
for his tutor or guardian, whom he has fet in a glorious [F]

light. He frequented the fchools of the rhetoricians, and heard

Quintilian ;
for whom he ever after entertained fo high an

efteem, that he beftowed a confiderable portion upon his daugh-
ter at her marriage [G]. He was in his eighteenth year when

his uncle died ; and it was then that he began to plead in the

Forum, which was the ufual road to dignities. About a year

after, he aflumed the military charader, and went into Syria

with the commiffion of tribune : but this did not fuit his tafte,

any more than it had fuited that of Cicero ; and therefore we

fc] Plinii Epift. paffira. Vita Plin. a Maflbn. Amft. 1709. [E] Epift. 4. lib. ii.

JEpift. I. lib. ii. [] Epift- 4- lb. ii. Efift. 3
. lib. vi.

find
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find him returning after a campaign or two [H]. He tells us,

that in his paffage homewards he was detained by contrary
winds at the ifland Icaria, and that he employed himfclf in

making verfes ; he enlarges in the fame place upon his poetical
exercitations, yet in this alfo he refembled Cicero, and valued

himfelf upon a talent which he did not eminently poflefs.

Upon his return from Syria, he took a wife, and fettled at

Rome : it was in the reign of Domitian. During this mod
perilous time, he continued to plead in the Forum, where he
-was diftinguifhed not more by his uncommon abilities and

eloquence, than by his great refolution and courage, which
enabled him to fpeak boldly, when hardly any one elfe could

venture to fpeak at all. On tluie accounts he was often fmgled
out by the fenate, to defend the plundered provinces againft
their oppreflive governors, and to manage other caufes of a

like important and dangerous nature. One of thefe caufes was
in favour of the province of Ba-tica, in their profecution of

Basbius MafTa ; in which he acquired fo general an applaufe,
that the emperor Nerva, then a private man, and in banishment
at Tarentum, wrote him a letter, in which he congratulated
not only Pliny, but the age, which had produced an example
fo much in the fpirit of the ancients [r]. Pliny relates this

affair, in a letter to Cornelius Tacitus ; and he was fo pleafed
with it himfelf, that he could not help entreating this friend to

record it in his hiftory. He folicits him
j K] however with

infinitely more modefty, than Tully had ufed to Lucceius

upon the fame occalion : and though he might imitate Cicero
in the requeit ?

as he proteges to have constantly fet that great
man before him for a model, yet he took care not to tranfgrefs
the bounds of decency in his manner of making it. He ob-

tained the offices of queitor and tribune, and fortunately went
unhurt through the reign of Domitian : there is however reafon

to fuppofe, that if the emperor had not died juft as he did, Pliny
would have lharecl the fate of many other great men

;
for he

tells us himfelf [LJ, that his name was afterwards found in

Domitian's tablets, among the number of thofe who were
deftined to definition.

He loft his wife in the beginning of Nerva's reign, and foon
after took his beloved Calphurnia ;

of whom we read fo much
in his Epiftles. He had hot however any children by either ot

his wives: and hence we find him thanking Trajan for the

jus trium likcrorum, which he afterwards obtained of that em-

peror for his friend Suetonius Tranquillus. H<; hints alfo [M],
in his letter of thanks to Trajan, that he had been twice mar-

(K] Epift. 4. lib. vii. [i] Fpiil. 33. lib. vli. {>] C ;

tt-r. Etv.l>. j.2. lifc. v.

;id Fam. [.] Epiit. 17. lib, \ii. [r-ij i.piit, i f.
<j$.

lib. x.

rictf
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ried in the reign of Domitian. He was promoted to the con-
fulate by Trajan in the year 100, when he was

thirty-eight
year? of age : and in this office pronounced that famous pane-
gyric, which has ever lince been admired, as well for the copu
ou fuels of the topics, as the elegance of addrefs. He was then
elected augur, and afterwards made proconful of Bithynia i

t T~ '.11,1 . *

moth obferves, in a note upon the
paffage,

"
is efteemed as almoft

the only genuine monument of ecclefiaftical antiquity, relating
to the times immediately fucceeding the apoftlcs, it being writ-
ten at moll not above forty years after the death of St. Paul,
It was preferved by the Chriitians themfelves, as a clear and

unfufpicious evidence of the purity of their doctrines ; and is

frequently appealed to by the early writers of the church, againft
the calumnies of their adverfaries." It is not known "what
became of Pliny, after his return from Bithynia ; whether he
lived at Rome, or what time he fpem at his country-houfcs.

Antiquity is alfo filent as to the time of his death ; but it is

conjectured that he died either a little before, or foon after that

excellent prince, his admi red Trajan ;
that is, about A.D. 116,

Pliny was one of the greatelt wits, and one of tiie \vorthicft

men, among the ancients. He had fine talents, which he cul-

tivated to the utmoft
;
and he accompliihed .himfelf with all the

various kinds of knowledge, which could ferve to make him
either ufeful or agreeable. He wrote and publifhed a great
number of books : but nothing has efcaped the wreck of time,

except the books of Epiftles, and the "
Panegyric upon Trajan.''

This has ever been confidered as a mafter-piece : and if he has,

as fome think, almoft exhaufted all the ideas of perfeilion in

a prince, and gone perhaps a little beyond the truth, yet it is

allowed, that no panegyrift was ever poirefled of a finer fubjedt,

and on which he might better indulge in all the flow of elo-

quence, without incurring the ftifpickm of flattery and fallc-

hood. His Letters feem to have been intended for the public ;

and in them he may be confidered as writing his own memoirs.

Every epiftie is a kind of hiftorical {ketch, wherein we have a

view of him in fome ftriking attitude, either of active or con-

templative life. In them are preferved anecdotes of many
eminent perfons, whofe works are come down to us, as Sueto-

nius, Silius Italicus, Martial, Tacitus, and Qmntilian ;
and of

curious things, which throw great light upon the hiftory of

thofe times. They are written with great politenefs a:ul Ipirit ;

and, if they abound too much in turn and metaphor, we muft

fs] Epift. 57 & 98. lib. x.

impute
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impute it to that degeneracy of tafte, which was then rccom-

panying the degenerate manners of Rome. Pliny, however,
ieems to have preferved hitfifclf in this latter refpeci from the

general contagion : whatever the manners of the Romans were,
his were pure and incorrupt. His writings breathe a fpirit of
tranfcendent goodnefs and humanity : his only imperfection is,

he \v.is too defirous that the public and poi'terity mould know-

how humane and good he was [~oj ;
and while he rcprefents

himfelf, as he does, calling for Livy, reading him at his leifure,

and even making extracts from him, when the eruption of

Vefuvius was making the ground beneath him, and ftriking
terror through the hearts of mortals by appearances unheard-of

before, it is not pollible to avoid being of the opinion of thofe,

who think that there was, with all his virtues, fomething of

affectation in his nature.

The "
Epiftles" and "

Panegyric" of Pliny have been often

publifhed ; and there are feveral editions that may be reckoned

good. One of the lateft and beft is that of Amfterdam, I734>
in 4to, by Longolius.
PLOT (ROBERT), [p] an Englifh philofopher and anti-

quary, was born of a genteel family, in 164.1, at Sutton-Barn
in Kent

j
and educated at the free-fchool of Wye in the fame

county. In 1658, he went to Magdalen Hall in Oxford
; took

a batchelor of arts degree in 1661, a matter's in 1664, and both

the degrees in law in 1671. He removed afterwards to Uni-

verfity college? Being a very ingenious man, and particularly
attached to natural hiftory, he was made a fellow of the Royal
Society; and, in 1682, elected one of the fecretaries of that

learned body. He publifhed their "
Philofophical Tranfac-

tions," from No. 143, to No. 166, inclufive. Jn 1683, Elias

Afhmole, efq; appointed him the firft keeper of his mufeum;
and about the fame time he was nominated by the vice-chan-

cellor the firft profeflbr of chemiftry in that univerlity. In

1687, he xvas made fecretary to the earl-marfhal, or court of

chivalry, which was then renewed, after it had lain dormant
fmce the year 1641. In 1688, he received the title of hiftorio-

grapher to James II. In 1690, he refigned his profeilbrfhip
of chemiftry, and alfo his place of keeper of the mufeum

; to

which he then prefentcd a very large collection of natural

curiosities, being fuch as he had figured and defcribed in his

Hiftories of Oxfordlliire and Staffbrdfhire, and there diftin-

guiftied by the names of " Scrinium Plotianum Oxonienfe,"
and " Scrinium Plotianum StafFordienfe." In 1694-5, Henry
Howard, earl-marlhal, nominated him Mowbray herald extra-

fo] Epift. 20. lib. vl. [p] Athen. Ox. vol. ii. Short Account of hinij

prefixed to the zd edition of his Hiftory of Oxford&ire. Biographia Britannka.

ordinary j
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ordinary ; and, two days after, he was conftituted regifterer of
the court of honour. He died of the (tone, April 30, 1696,
at his houfe in Borden

; leaving two fons by a wife whom he
had married in Augufl, 1690.

Natural hiftory was his delight ;
and he gave very agreeable

fpecirnens of it, in his " Natural Hiftories of Oxfordfhire
and Staffordfhire." The former was publifhed at Oxford, in

1677, folio, and reprinted, 1705, with additions and correc-
tions : the latter was printed alfo at Oxford, 1686, in the fame
fize. Thefe were intended as efTays towards " A Natural

Hiftory of England:" for, in order to difcover antiquities and
other curiofities, and to promote learning and trade, he formed
a defign of travelling through England and Wales. By fuch

refearches, he wis perfuaded, that many fair additions might
be made to Camden's Britannia,' and other works, concerning
the hiftory and antiquities of England. He drew up a plan of
his fcheme, in a letter to bifhop Fell, which may be feen at

the end of the fecond volume of Leland's Itinerary, of the

edition of 1 744. Befides the two works juft mentioned, Plot was
the author of feveral other productions. In 1685, he publifhed
" De Origine Fontium, Tentamen Philofophicum," 8vo; and
the nine following papers of his are inferted in the " Philofo-

phical Tranfaftions :" i. "An Account of Elden Hole in Der-

byfhire," No. 2. 2. " The Formation of Salt and Sand from

Brine," No. 145. 3.
" Difcourfe concerning the Effedts of

the great Froft on Trees and other Plants, in 1683," No. 165.

4.
" A Difcourfe of perpetual Lamps," No. 166. 5.

" The

Hiftory of the WT

eather at Oxford, in 1684; or the Obferva-

tions of a full Year, made by Order of the Philofophicai

Society at Oxford," No. 169. 6. " A large and curious Ao
count of the Amianthos or Abeftine Linen/' No. 1708.

7.
" Difcourfe concerning the moft feafonable Time of felling

Timber, written at the Requeft of Samuel Pepys, Efq; Secre-

tary of the Admiralty," No. 192. 8. " Of an Irimman of

an extraordinary Size, viz. Edward Mallone, nineteen Years

old, feven Feet fix Inches high," No. 240. 9.
" A Catalogue

of Eledrical Bodies," No. 245. In 1680, he publifhed
" The

Clog, or Staffordfhire Almanack," engraven on a copper-plate,

and inferted afterwards in his
"

Hiftory of Statfordfhire."

Since his deceafe, there have been publifhed two letters of his :

one "
giving an Account of fome Antiquities in the Couir

Kent," in 1714, 8vo, and preferved in the <

pographica," No. VI
;
another to the earl of Arlington,

" con-

cerning Thetford," printed at the end of ' The Hiftory and

Antiquities of Glaftonbury," publifhed by Hearne, 1722, 8vo.

He left feveral manufcripts behind him ; among which were

laree materials for " The Natural Hiftory of Kent, of Middle-

fex,
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fex, and of the city of London," which he defigned to have

written in the fame manner as he had written" the Hiftories of

Ox ford ill ire and Stafford ih ire.

PLOTINUS, an illuurious Platonic philofopher [o__],
was

born at Lycopolis, a city of Egypt, in 204. He began very

early to (hew a great iingularity both in his tatle and manners :

for, at eight years of age, when he went to fchool, he ufed to

run to his nurfe, and uncover her breaft to- fuck
;
and would

have continued that practice longer, if he hud not been dif-

couraged by her. At twenty-eight, he had a ftrong defire to

fludy philofophy, upon which he was recommended to the pro-
fetlors of Alexandria; but he was not fatisfied with their lec-

tures, and always returned from them melancholy. A friend,

informed of the caufe of his diftafte, thought he might find a

remedy in the lectures of Ammonius ; nor was he miftaken :

for the inftant Plotinus heard that philofopher, he confefied that

this was the man he wiflied to find. He fpent eleven years
with that mafler, and became a great philofopher. What he

had imbibed of learning and knowledge under him, only in-

fpired him with a Wronger paflion to acquire more, and to hear

the PerHan and Indian philofophers : for which reafon, in
2.1.3,

when the emperor Gordianus intended to wage war againlt the

Perfians, he followed the Roman army, but probably repented
of it, becaufe he with great difficulty faved his life by llight,
after the emperor had been flain.

He was then thirty-nine. The year following, he went to

Rome, and read philofophical lectures in that city : but did not

follow the example of Erennius and Crigcn, his fellow-pupils,
who, having promifed with him not to reveal fome recondite

and excellent doctrines they had received from Ammonius, had

nevertheless forfeited their word. Plotinus continued ten year.
1

:

in Rome, without writing any thing, and then wrote twenty
books: but, in his fiftieth year, Porphyry became his difciple,

who, being of an exquifitely fine genius, was not fatisfied

with fuperricial anfwers, but required to have all .difficulties

thoroughly explained ;
and therefore Plotinus, to treat things

with greater accuracy, was obliged to write more books. The
Romans paid an incredible regard to this philofopher: many
of the fenators became his dilciples ;

and fomc of them not

.only frequented his lectures very alliduoufly, but quitted the

function of magiftrates, in order to lead a philofophic life.

Some females were alfo infpired with a love for philofophy;
and a lady of quality infifted upon his living in her houfe, that

Ihe and her daughter might have the pleafure of hearing him.

[Q,] Eunap. et Porphyr. in Vit, FJotini. Fsbricii Bibl. Grsc. vol. iv. Bayle's

.Dift. in voce PLOTINUS.

He



PLOT IN US. 287

He had the reputation of being a man of fuch great virtue as
well as abilities, that many perfons of both fcxes, when they
found thernfelvcs dying, intruded him, as a guardian an^ef,
with their ettates and their children. Plotinus never refufed
thole troubleforne offices, but had often the patience to examine,
with other perfons, the accounts of guardians. He was the
arbitrator of numberlefs law-fuits; on which occafion he always
behaved with fuch humanity and rectitude of mind, that he did
not create himfelf one enemy during the twenty-fix years he
refided at Rome. A philofopher of Alexandria, named Olym-
pias, moved no doubt with envy, ufed his utmoft endeavours to

bring him into contempt, and even had recourfe to necromancy
to ruin him ;

but we do not find that he fucceeded in the lealf.

The emperor Gallienus, and Salonina the einprefs, had a very

high regard for him; and but for the opposition of fome courtu-is,

a requcit of his would have been granted ; which \?as, to have
a city in Campania rebuilt, and to polfefs the territory belong-

ing to it. It was to have been called Platonopolis ;
and a

colony of philofophers was to have been fettled there, who
were to be governed by the ideal laws of Plato's commonwealth.
Plotinus laboured under various illnelfes the year before he

died : he had an inflammation in his throat, which made him
fo hoarfe that he could fcarcely fpeak, ulcers in his hands and

feet, and a great weaknefs of fight. Finding himfelf in this

condition, he left Rome, and was conveyed to Campania, to

the heirs of a friend, who furnifhed him with neceifaries of

every kind. He died there at fixty-fix, and in the noblelt

manner that an heathen philofopher could do, thefc being his

words as he breathed his laft :
" I am labouring with all my

might, to return the divine part of me to that Divine Whole,
which fills the univerfe."

His genius was greatly fuperior to that of vulgar philofo-

ph<:rs ;
and his ideas were fingular and extraordinary. He was

afhamed of being lodged in a body, for which rcafon he did

not care to tell the place of his birth or family. The contempt
he had for all earthly things, was the reafon why he would not

permit his picture to be drawn : and when his difciple Amelius

[R] was urgent with him upon this head,
"

is it not enough,"
faid he,

" to drag after us, whitherfoever we go, that imajc

in which nature has ihut us up ? Do you think that we Ihould

likewife tranfmit to future ages an image of that image, as a

fight worthy of their attention ?" From the fame principle,

he refufed to pradtife feveral things conducive to health; he

iiever made ufe of prefervativcs
or baths, and did not even eat

the flefh of tame animals. He eat but little, and abitained very

[] Porph. in Vit. Plot, fub initia.

often
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often from bread; which, joined to his intenfe meditation, kept
him very much from ilceping. In fhort, he thought the bo'dy

entirely below his notice
; and had fo little refpeft for it, that

1

he confidered it as a prifon, from which it would be his fupreme
happinefs to be freed. When Amelius, after his death, en-

quired of the oracle of Apollo about the ftate of his foul, he

was told,
" that it was gone to the aflTembly of the bleffed,'

where charity, joy, and a love of the union with God prevail :"

and the reafon given for it, as related by Porphyry, is,
" that

Plotinus had been peaceable, gracious, and vigilant ;
that he

had perpetually elevated his fpotlefs foul to God ; that he had
loved God with his whole heart ; that he had difengaged him-

felf, to the utmoft of his abilities, from this wretched life ; that,

elevating himfelf with all the powers of his foul, and by the

feveral gradations taught by Plato, towards that Supreme Being
which fills the univerfc, he had been enlightened by him, had

enjoyed the vifion of him without the help or interpolation of
of his ideas; had, in fhort, been often united to him." This
is the account of Porphyry, who tells us alfo, that he himfelf

had once been favoured with the vifion. We muft not forget

toobferve, that Plotinus had his familiar fpirit, as was reported
of Socrates: but, according to Porphyry, his was not one of thofe

called demons, but of the order of thofe who are called gods ;

fo that he was under the protection of a genius fuperior to that

of other men. The fuperiority of his genius puffed him up
not a little : for when Amelius defired him to mare in the

facrifices, which he ufed to offer up on folemn feftivals, "It
is their bufinefs," replied Plotinus,

" to come to me, not mine
to go to them :"

" of which lofty anfwer," fays Porphyry," no one could guefs the reafon, or dared to afk."

Plotinus wrote fifty-four books, which Porphyry put in

order, and divided into fix enneales. The greater part of them
turn on the moft high-flown ideas -in metaphyfics ; and this

philofopher feems, in certain points, not to "differ much from

Spinoza. Plotinus wrote two books to prove, that " All being
is one and the fame;" which is the very doclrine of Spinoza.
He enquires in another book,

" Whether there are many fouls,

or only oner" His manner of compofing partook of the fin-

gularity of his. nature: he never read over his compofi.tions,
after he had written them ;

he wrote a bad hand, and was not

exadl in his orthography: he itood in nec-.i, therefore, of a

faithful friend to revife and correct his writings ;
and he chofe

Porphyry for this purpofe, preferably to Amelius, although
Amelius had been his difciple twenty-four yc.trs, and was very
much elteemed by him* Some envious perlons accufed Plo-

tinus of adling the plagiary, with regard to Numenius
;
but

Amelius refuted that ilander 'with his pen.- Longinus was at

firft
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firft much prejudiced againft this great philofopher : he wrote

againft his " Treatife of Ideas," and againft Porphyry's anfwer
in defence of that treatife. He afterwards conceived a high
efteem for him

; fought induflrioufly for all his books ; and, in

order to have them very correct, defired Porphyry to lend him
his copy; but at the fame time wrote to him in the following
manner :

"
I always obferved to you, when we were together,

when we were at a diftance from one another, as well as when
you lived at Tyre, that I did not comprehend many of the

fubjecls treated of by Plotinus ; but that I was extremely fond of
his manner of writing, the variety of his knowledge, and the

order and difpofition of his queftions, which are altogether phi-

lofophical." [s] This tingle paflage," fays Bayle,
" (hews the

exalted genius, the exquifite difcernment, and judicious penetra-
tion of Longinus. It cannot be denied, that moft fubje&s
which this philofopher examines are incomprehenfible ; never-

thelefs, we difcover in his works a very elevated, fruitful, and

capacious genius, and a clofe way of reafoning. Had Longinus
been an injudicious critic, had he not polfetfed an exalted and
beautiful genius, he would not have been fo fenfible of Plotinus's

obfcurity : for no perfons complain lefs of the obfcurity of a

book, than thofe whofe thoughts are confufed, and underftand-

ing is mallow."
Marfilius Ficinus, at the requeft of Cofmo de Medicis, made

a Latin verfion of the works of Plotinus, with a fummary and

analyfis of each book ; which was printed at Bafil, firft by itfelf,

in 1559, and afterwards with the Greek, in 1580, folio.

PLOWDEN (EDMUND), the celebrated lawyer, editor of the

reports which bear his name, flourifhed in the reigns of Mary
and Elizabeth. He was born in Shropfhire, in 151 7, and educated

at Cambridge ; but removed, after a time, to Oxford, where he

took his degrees in phyfic, and attained fome eminence in the

practice of that profelfion. Notwithftanding this, he afterwards

took up the ftudy of the law, entered in the Middle Temple,
and in that line rofe to ftill higher diftinclion. In the reign of

Mary he was called to the degree of ferjeant, but, being zea-

loufly attached to the Romifh perfuafion, loft all further hopes
of preferment, on the acceilion of Elizabeth. He continued to

be much confulted in private
as a counfellor, and died in the

higheft repute in 1584. His "
Reports" are highly efteemed by

the profeflion, and afford ftrong proof of his learning and
fagacitjN

He published alfo "
Queries, or a moot-book of choice Cafes,"

Svo, 1662.

PLUCHE (ANTOINE), a French writer, born at Rheims m
1668, and early diftinguifhed by his progrefs in polite letters.

The intendant of Rouen tr lifted him with the education of his

[] Porph. in Vit. Plolia.
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fon, upon the recommendation of the celebrated Rollih. After

this, he went to Paris, where lie firft gave ledlures upon hiftory
and geography, and then became famous by works which
he publilhed. i. His "

Spectacle de la Nature" is generally
known, having been tranilated into perhaps all the European
languages. This work is written with perfpicuity and elegance,
at;d is equally instructive and agreeable : its only fault is, that

the author ufes too many words for his matter, which, however,
is almoft unavoidable in the dialogue form of writing. 2. " Hif-

toire du Ciel," in 2 vols. I2mo, is another work of this author,
a kind of mythological hiftory of the heavens. 3. He wrote

a tract alfo,
" De artificio linguarum," which he tranflated

himfelf, tinder the title of " La Mechanique des langues."

4.
" Concorde de la Geographic des difix-rens ages," I2mo-,

1764, a pofthumous work ; well conceived, but executed fupsr-

ficially. 5.
" Harmonic des Pfeaumes et dc 1'Evangile, I2mo,

1764, a tranilation of the Ffalms, remarkable for its fidelity,

with many notes of reference and illnirration from, other part?
or. fcripture. Pluche had received hly orders, and obtained an

abbey, to which he retired in 1749, and gave himfelf up entire!/
to devotion and

ftud'y. He was the more induced to do this, as

being fo deaf, that he could not hear without a trumpet. He
died of an apoplexy in 1761. He was a believer in all the myf-
teries of his church, even to an extreme ; and, when fome free-

thinkers ufed to exprefs their aftonifhment, that a man of abbe

Pluche's force of underftandtng could think fo like the vulgar, he

ufed to fay,
"

I glory in this: it is more reafonable to believe

the word of God, than to follow the vain and uncertain lights
of reafon."

PLUKENET ('LEONARD), a celebrated Englifh botanift,

was born,, as he himfelf has recorded, in 1642, but where IK

educated, or in what univerfity he received his degrees, has not

been afcertained
["rj.

It has been conjectured, from a fe\.

cumftances, that it was at Cambridge. He dates the prefaces to

his works from Old Palace-yard, Weftminfkr, where he feems

to have had a fmall garden, it does not appear that he attained

to any confiderable eminence in his profefiion of phyfic, but was
abforbed in the ttudy of plants, and devoted all his leifure to the

compofition of his "
Phytographia." He fnared no pains u>

procure fpecimens of rare and new plants, had correfpondents in

all parts of the world, and accefs to the gardens of Hampton-
court, then very flourifhing r and all others that were curious.

Plukenet was one of thofe to whom Ray was indebted for affifi-

ance, in the arrangement of the fecond volume of his hiftory, and
that eminent man every where bears the ftrongcil teftimony to

his merit. Yet he was in want of patronage, and felt that want

[T] Pultne>* SLetchcs of Botany in England, vol. ii. p. 19.

feverely.
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feverely. With Sloane and Petiver, two of the firft botanifts of
his own age, he fcems to have been at variance, and cenfures
their writings with too much afperity. No obibcles damped the
ardour of Plukenet in his favourite purfuit. He was himfclf
at the charge of his engravings, and printed the whole work at

his own expence, with the exception of a fmall fubfcription of
about fifty-five guineas, which he obtained near the conclu-
iion of it. Towards the clofe of his life he is faid to have been
aflilted by the queen, and to have obtained the fuperintendcnce
of the garden at Hampton-court. He was alfo honoured with
the title of Royal profeHbr of Botany. The time of his deceafe

is not precifely afcertained, but it is probable that he did not

long furvive his lad publication, which appeared in 1705. His
works were, I.

"
Phytographia, five itirpium illuftrium, et

minus cognitorum Icones," publifhed in four parts, 1691 1696,
and containing 328 plates, in 4to. 2. "

Almageftum Botani-

cum, five Phytographia Plukenetianse Onomaiticon," &c. 410,

1696; the catalogue is alphabetical, and contnins near 6000

fpf.-cies, of which, he tells us, 500 were new. No man, after

Cafpar Bauhine, had till then examined the ancient authors with
fo much attention, .as he did, that he might fettle his fynonyms
with accuracy. He follows no fyftem. 3.

"
Almagefli Bota-

nici Mantilla," 1700, 4to, with twenty-five new plates. Be-
fides many new plants, this volume contains very numerous
additions to the fynonyms of the Almageftum. 4. Five years
after the Mantiffa, he publifhed the " Amaltheum Botanicum,"
with three plates, 4to. It abounds with new fubje&s, fent from

China and the Eaft Indies, with fome from Florida. Thefe
works of Plukenet contain upwards of 2740 figures, mod ( f

them engraved from dried fpecimens, and many from fmall

fprigs, deltitute of flowers, or any parts of fructification, and

coniequently not to be afcertained: but fcveral of tliefe, as better

fpecimens came to hand, are figured again in the fubfequent

plates. As he employed a variety of artifts they are unequally
executed

;
thofe by Vancler Gucht have ufually the preference.

It is much to be regretted that he had it not in his power to

give his figures on a larger fcale
; yet,

with all their imperfections,

thefe publications form a large treafure of botanical knowledge.
The Herbarium of Plukenet confided of 8000 plants, an afto-

nifhing number to be collected by a private and not opulent

individual : it came, after his death, into the hands of fir Hans

Sloane,, snJ 5s now in the Brilifh Mufeuin. His works were

reprinted, with fome additions, in 1769 ;
and in 1779 an Index

Linntranus to his plates were publifhed by Dr. Gftfefce, of Ham-

burgh, which contains a few notes, from a MS. left by Plukenet.

Plumier, to be mentioned in the next article, compfinoepted this

U 2 learned



PLUMIER.
learned botanift by giving his name to a plant, a native of both
Indies.

PLUMIER (CHARLES), called Father Plumier, being a

religious, of the order of Minims, was born at Marfeilles in 1646,
and was a botanift not lefs famous than his contemporary Pluke-
net. He entered into his order at ftxteen, and (tudied mathe-
matics and other fciences at Touloufe, under father Maignan, of
the fame fociety. He did not only learn the profound fciences.

In the art of turning he became fuch a proficient, as to write

a book upon it
; and learned alfo to make lenfes, mirrors,

microfcopes, and other mathematical inltruments, all which

knowledge he gained from Maignan. He was foon after fent

by his fuperiors to Rome, where, by his application to mathe-

matics, optics, and other fhidies, he nearly deftroyed his confti-

tution. As a relaxation from thefe fevcrer fciences he applied
to botany, under the inftmclion of Pere Sergeant at Rome, of

Francis de Onuphriis, an Italian phyfician, and of Sylvius Boc-

cone, a Sicilian. Being recalled by his order into Provence, he
obtained leave to fearch the neighbouring coafts, and the Alps,
for plants: and foon became acquainted with Tournefort, then

on his botanical tour, and with Garidel, profeflbr of botany at

Aix. When he had thus qualified himfelf, he was chofen as

the aflbciate of Surian, to explore the French fcttlements in the

Weft Indies, as Sloane had lately examined Jamaica. He
acquitted himfelf fo well, that he was twice afterwards fent, at

the expence of the king, whofe botanift he was appointed, with

an increafed falary each time. Plumier paffed two years in tho/e

iflands, and on the neighbouring continent^ but principally in

Domingo ; and made defigns of many hundred plants, of the

natural free, befides numerous figures of birds, fifhes, and

infe6ts[uj. On his return from bos fecond voyage,, he had his

firft work published at the Louvre,, entitled, i.
"

Defcriptions
des Plantes de I'Amerique," fol. 1695, pp. 94, 1 08 plates.
Thefe figures confifl of little more than outlines, but being as

large as nature, and well drawn, produce a fine effe&. On his

return from his third voyage, he fettled at Paris, and in 1703
publiihed, 2. his " Nova Plantarum Americanarum Genera,"
4to. In the year enfuing, he was prevailed upon by M. Fagon to

undertake a voyage to Peru, to difcover and delineate the Peru-

vian bark. His great zeal for the fcience, even at that age
induced him to confent, but while he was waiting for the fhip
near Cadiz, he was feized with a pleurify and died, in 1706.
His third work, 3.

" Traite des Fougeres de I'Amerique," on
the Ferns of America, folio, 172 plates, being now ready,
was publifhed in 1705. He publiihed, as above-mentioned,

[u] Pultncy'3 Sketches of Bouny, vol. H. p. 51.

A. " 1'Art



PLUTARCH. 293

4..
" 1'Art dc Tourncr," the Art of Turning. Lyons, 1701:

and republifhed in 1749. 5. There are alfo two diifcrtations by
him, in the Journal des Savans, 1694, and that of Trevoux, to

prove, what is now well known, that the cochineal is an infe&.
It is faid that he left behind him drawings fufficient to make
ten volumes : they amounted in all to 1400. Some of which
have been fmce publifhed.
PLUTARCH [x], a great philofopher and hiftorian of ami-

quity, who lived from the reign of Claudius to that of Adrian,
was born at Cha^ronea, a fmall city of Boeotia in Greece, which
had alio been the birth-place of Pindar. Plutarch's family was
ancient in Chxronea : his grandfather Lamprias was a man emi-
nent for his learning, and a philofopher ;

and is often mentioned

by Plutarch in his writings, as is alfo his father. Plutarch was
initiated early in ihidy, to which he was naturally inclined ; and
was placed under Ammonius an Egyptian, who, having taught

philofophy with reputation at Alexandria, thence travelled into

Greece, and fettkd at Athens. Under this mafter, he made

great advances in knowledge ;
and like a thorough philofopher,

more apt to regard things than words, he purfued this know-

ledge to the neglecl of languages. The Roman language, at

that time, was not only the language of Rome, but of Greece

alfo ;
and much more ufed there, than the French is now in

England. Yet he was fo far from regarding it then, that, as we
learn from himfelf, he did not become converfant in it till the

declenlion of his life
; and, though he is fuppoled to have refided

in Rome near forty years, at different times, he never feenis

to have acquired a competent (kill in it.

After he was principled and grounded by Ammonius, he con-

fidered with himfelf, that a larger communication with the wife

and learned was yet neceilary for his accomplifliment; and there-

fore having a foiil infatiabie of knowledge, he refolved to travel.

Egypt was at that time, as formerly it had been, famous for

learning ;
and probably the myfterioufnefs of their do&rine might

tempt him, as it had tempted Pythagoras and others, to go a/id

converfe with the prielthood of that country. This appears to

have been particularly his bufmefs, by his treatife
" Of I (is and

Oiiris," in which he mews himfelf verfed in the ancient theo-

logy and philofophy of the wife men. From Egypt he returned

into Greece; and, vifiting in his way all the academies and

fchools of the philofophers, gathered from them many of thole

obfervations with which he has abundantly enriched pofterity. He

does not feem to have been attached to any particular fed, but

chofe from each of them whatever he thought excellent and

worthy to be regarded. He could not bear the paradoxes of the

[xj Vi PluUrchi per RuaWum. Fabric!! Biblioth. Cnee. vd. iii.

U 3 Stoics,
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Stoics, but yet was more averfe to the impiety of the Epi-
cureans : in many things he followed Ariflotle ; but his favour-

ites were Socrates and Plato, \vhofe memory he reverenced fo

highly, that he annually celebrated their birth-days with much

folemnity. Belides this, he applied himfc-lf with extreme dili-

fence

to collect, not only all books that were excellent in their

ind, but alfo all the layings and obfervations of wife men,
v/hich he had heard in conversation, or had received from others

by tradition ; and likewife to confult the records and public
instruments preferred in cities which he had viiited in his travels.

He took a particular journey to Sparta, to fearch the archives

of that famous commonwealth, to underftand thoroughly the

model of their ancient government, the hiitory of their IcgifU-

tors, their kings, and their ephori ; and digefted all their memo-
rable deeds and fayings with fo much care, that he h;:s not

omitted even thofe of their women. He took the fame methods

with regard to many other commonwejlths ;
and thus was ena-

bled to leave in his works fuch obferv<.tions upon men and man-

ners, as, in the opinion of Montaigne and Bayle in particular,
have rendered him the mod valuable author of antiquity.
The circumftances of Plutarch's lite are not known, and

therefore cannot be related with any exaclnefs. He was mar-

ried, and his wife's name wasTimoxena, as Rualdus conjectures
with probability. He had feveral children, and among them two

fons, one called Plutarch after himfelf, the other Lamprias, in

memory of his grandfather. Lamprias was he, of all his chil-

dren, who feems to have inherited his father's philofophy; and
to him we owe the table or catalogue of Plutarch's writings, and,

perhaps alfo, his "
Apophthegms." He had a nephew, Sexttis

Chaeioneus, who taught the emperor Marcus Aurclius the Greek

language, and was much honoured by him. Some think, that

the critic Longinus was of his family; and Apuleius, in the firft

book of his Metamorphofes, affirms himfelf to be- defcended

from him.

On what occafion, and at what time of his life, he went to

Rome, how long he lived there, and when he finally returned

to his own country, are all uncertain. It is probable, that the

fame of him went thither before him, not only becauil he had

published feveral of his works, but becaufe immediately upon
his arrival, as there is reafon to believe, he had a great refort of

the Roman nobility to hear him : for he tells us himfelf, that he

was fo taken up in giving lectures of philofophy to the great men
of Rome, that he had not time to make himfelf mafter of the

Latin tongue, which is one of the fir it things that would natu-

rally have engaged his attention. It appears, that he was feveral

times at Rome ; and perhaps one motive to his inhabiting there

was, the intimacy he had contracted in fome of thefe journeys
with
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with SoiTms Senecio, a great and worthy man, who had been
four times conlul, and to whom Plutarch lias dedicated many of
his Lives. But the great inducement which carried him iirft

to Rome was undoubtedly, that which had carried him into fo

many other .pans of the world; namely, to make obfervations

upon men and ir.arners, and to colled materials for writing" The Lives of the Roman Worthies," in the fame manner as
he had already written thole of live Grecian: and, accordingly,
he not only converfed with aJl the

living, butfearched the records
of the Capitol, and of all the libraries. Not but, as we ieara
from Suidas, he was intruded alfo with the management of

public affairs in the empire, during his refidence in The metro-

polis :
"

Plutarch," fays he,
"

lived in the time of Trajan, who
bellowed on him the confular ornaments, and alfo caufed an
edicl t-o be paflcd, that the magi (hates or officers of Illyria
ihould do nothing in that province without his knowledge and

approbation."
When, and how, he was made known to Trajan, is likcwife

uncertain : but it is generally fuppofed, that Trajan, a private
man when Plutarch firit came to Rome", was, among other nobi-

lity, one of his auditors, it is alfo fuppofed, that this wife

emperor made ufe of him in his councils; fo that much of the

happinefs of his reign has been imputed to Plutarch. We are

equally at a Irfs, concerning the time of his abode in the impe-
rial city; which, however, at different times, is not imagined to

fyll much fhort of forty years. The defire of viliting his native

country, fo natural to all men, and efpecially when growing old,

prevailed with him at length lo leave Italy; and, at his return,

he was unanin;ouily chofen archon or chief magi (irate of Cha>
ronea, and not long after admitted into the number of the Del-

phic Apollo's pritJts. We have, no particular account of his

death, either as to the manner of it, or the year; only it is

evident that he lived, and continued his /todies, to an extreme

old age.
His works have been divided, and they a<linjt of a tolerably

equal divifion, into " Lives" and " Morals:" the former of which,

in his own eliimation, were to be preferred, as more noble than

the latter. His flyle has been cenfured by fome perfons for

ha rfh tiffs and obfcurity, and he has alfo been critii i/.ed for fome

mi (lakes in Roman antiquities, and for a litile partiality to the

Greeks. On the other hand, he has been jufUy praifcd, for the

copioufncfs of his fine fenfe and learning, for his integrity, and

for a certain air of goodnefs, which appears in all he wrote.

His bufmefs was, not to pleafe the ear, but to inltruc"l
ajid

charm

the mind ; and in this none ever went beyond him. Treasures
of learning, wifdom, and hiltory, may be found in his writings ;

and no man can read them without infinite advantage to himfelf.

U 4 Some
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Some have affirmed his works to be a kind of library, and col-

lection of all that was wifely faid and done among the ancient

Greeks and Romans : and if fo, the faying of Theodorus Gaza
is certainly to be applauded. This learned man, and great pre-

ceptor of the Greek tongue, at the revival of literature, having
this extravagant queftion put to him by a friend, namely,

" If

learning mud fufrer a general (hipwreck, and he have only his

choice of one author to be preft-rved. who that author ihould

be?" anfwered,
" Plutarch." This would then be certainly

right ; becaufe, in having him, he would have what was good
and excellent in them all.

The eulogiums given to Plutarch, by great and learned men,
arc innumerable ;

it would be endlefs to cite them. The Epi-

gram of Agathias deferves to be remembered. This author

fiourilhed about the year 500, and the verfes are extant in the

Anthologia : they are fuppoied to be written on a ftatue, erected

by the Romans to his memory. The following is Dryden's
tranflation of them :

" Chasronean Plutarch, to thy deathlefs praife
Does martial Rome this grateful fhitue raife :

Becaufe both Greece and fhe thy fame have fhar'd,

Their heroes written, and their lives compar'd.
But thou thyfelf could'ft never write thy own ;

Their lives have parallels, but thine has none."

There are many editions of Plutarch's works. T hat of Rualdus

at Paris, 1624., with the verfion and notes of Xylander, twovols.

folio, was for fome time efteemed the bed. There is an elegant
edition of his " Lives," by Bryan, which was printed at London,

1724, in five volumes 4to. The whole of his works was printed

collectively, by Reifke, at Leipfic, in twelve volumes 8vo, with

many ufeful notes, and proper indexes. But a complete and
more critical edition is now begun at Oxford, under the learned

profeflbr Wyttenbach, a Dutch critic, who has part a great part
of his life in the ftudy of Plutarch. This is printed both in 410
and 8vo, and promifes to be an admirable edition. Plutarch's

works have been tranflated into French by Amiot, and into Eng-
IHh by feveral hands, under the care of Drydcn, who wrote a
" Life of Plutarch," which is prefixed to the tranflation; and of
which fome ufe has been made in the courfe of this memoir :

another tranflation of the Lives has fince been publifhed by
Dr. Langhorne.
PLUVINEL (ANTOINE), a gentleman of Dauphiny, the firft

who opened a fchool for riding the manege in France, which,
till then, could be learned only in Italy. He fiourifhed in the

tfipn of Henry IV. who made him his chief mafler of the horfe,
and his chamberlain, befides which he lent him as an ambaflador

into
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into Holland. He died at Paris in 1620, having prepared a
work, which was publifhed five years after, entitled " 1'Art dc
monter a cheval," folio, with plates. The figures are portraits,
by Crifpin de Pas.

'POCOCKE (EDWARD) [Y], a moft learned Englifhmqn, and
famous particularly for his great flail in the oriental

languages,
was born at Oxford, Nov. 8, 1604. He was fent early to the
free-fchool of Thame in that county; and, at fourteen, entered
a commoner of Magdalen-hall in Oxford, whence, about two
years after, he removed to Corpus Chrifti college. Befides the
ufual academical courfes, which he purfued with much diligence,
he read very carefully the beft Greek and Roman writers : but,

applying himfelf afterwards to the eaftern languages, that branch
of learning proved fo agreeable to him, that it became the chief

objedt of his ftudies during the reft of his life. He took his
bachelor of arts degree in 1622, and his mafter's in 1626; and,
Lud. de Dieu publishing a Syriac verfion of the "

Apocalypfc"
at Leyden the following year, Pococke, after his example, began
to prepare thofe four "

Epiftles," which were Itill wanting to

a complete edition of the New Teftament in that language.
Thefe Epiftles were, the fecond of Peter, fecond and third of

John, and that of Jude. All the other books, except thefe five,
had been well printed by Albertus Widmanftadius, at Vienna,
in 1 555 ; who was fent into the weft for that purpofe by Ignatius,
the Jacobite patriarch of Antioch, in the i6th century. Having
met with a manufcript in the Bodleian library, proper to his

purpofe, he engaged in this work, and finifhed it
;
but laid it by,

not having the courage to publifh it, till the fame of it, in 1629,

brought him into the acquaintance of Gerard Voflius: who,

being then at Oxford, obtained his con fent to carry it to Ley-
den, where it was printed that year, in 410, under the imme-
diate care and infpeflion of L. de Dieu.

The fame year, he was ordained prieft, having entered into

deacon's orders fome time before
; and, being appointed chap-

lain to the Englifh factory at Aleppo, by the intereft of Selden,

as appears very probable, he arrived at that place, after a long

voyage, O&. 17, 1630. His fituation in the eaft furnimcd an

opportunity of accomplishing his (kill in the Arabic tongue : and

he likewife endeavoured to get a farther infight, if pollible, into

the Hebrew ; but foon found it fruitlefs, the Jews there being

very illiterate. He alfo improved himfelf in the Ethiopic and

Syriac ; of which laft he made a grammar, with a praxis, for

his own ufe. Oft. 30, 1631, he received a commiflion from

Laud, then bifhop of London, to buy for him fuch ancient

[Y] Life of Pococke prefixed to his theological workt, la Z vols. fol. 1740, by

Leoaard T wells, D. D. Ath, Oxoa. Biographia Britannica.

Greek
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Greek coins, and fuch manufcripts, either in Greek or tJ* ,

oriental languages, as he fhould judge molt proper for an uni-

verfity library j which commiifion Pococke executed to the beft

of his power. In 1634, the plague raged furioufly at Aleppo;
many of the merchants fled two days journey from the city, and

dwelt in tents upon the mountains: Pococke did not ilir, yet
neither he nor any of the Englifh catched the infection. In

1636, he received a letter from Laud, then abp. of Canterbury,

informing him of his defign to iound an Arabic Icclure at

Oxford, and of naming him to the univerfity for his firft pro-
fefTor: upon which greeable news, he prefentlv fettled his

affairs at Aleppo, and took the firft opportunity of returning
home. On his arrival at Oxford this year, he took a bachelor

of divinity's degree in July, and entered on the profdTorlhip in

Auguit : the next year, however, when his friend Mr. John
Greaves co/icerted his voyage to Egypt, it wus thought expedient

by Laud, that Pococke fhould attend him to Conftantinople, in

order to perfect himfelf in the Arabic language, and to purchafe
more manufcripts. During his abode there, he became, for

fome time, chaplain to fir Peter Wych, then the Engliih ambaf-
fador to the Porte.

In 1639, he received feveral letters from his friends, and par-

trcularly from the archbilhop, preffing'him to return home : and

accordingly, embarking in Augud. 164.0, he landed in Italy, and

paflfed from thence to Paris. Here he met with Grotius, who
was then embaiTador at the court of France from Sweden ; and

acquainted him with a defign he had, to tranflate his treatife
*' De veritate Chriftianae Religionis" into Arabic, in order to*

promote the converlion of fome of the Mahometans. Grotius

was pleafed with, and encouraged the propofal ; while Pococke
did not fcruple to obferve to him fome things towards the end of
his book, which he could not approve: as, his advancing opinions,

which, though commonly charged by ChrifUans upon Mahome-
tans, yet had no foundation in any of their authentic writings,
and were fuch as they thcmfelves were ready to difclaim. Gro-
trus was fo far from being difpleafed, that he heartily thanked

him for the freedom he had taken
;
and gave him full leave, in

the verfion he intended, to expunge and alter whatever-he mould
think fit. This work was publilhed in 1660, at the fole

cxpence of Mr. Boyle : Grotius's introduction was left out,

and a new preface added by Pococke, iliewing the defign of

the work, and giving fome account of the perfons to whom
it would be of ufe. But the principal alterations are in the fixth

book againfl Mahometanifm, where fome things are amended,
and others left out ; particularly, the pretended miracle of the

dove flying to the ear of Mahomet ; as having no foundation

chher in the writings or opinions of his followers : about which, .

\shen
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when he difcourfed with Grotius fz], that learned man freely
c'.cknowledged, that he took the ftory only from our own writer?
efpecially from Scaliger, in his notes on Maniiius.
On his return to London, Pococke had the misfortune to find the

archbifhop in the Tower, and the nation in fuch confufion, that
all his deiigns in Arabic, and all the

expectations entertained of
him, as the firit perfon in Europe for oriental karning, appearednow to be at an end. In 1643, he was prefented by his

college,
of which he hud been made fellow in 1628, to the reciory^of
Chilrtrey in Berkihire : and, the military ftare of Oxford render.

ing the duties of his
profefforfhip impracticable, he retired to his

living, and difcharged the duties of a worthy parifh-prieft. He
<iid not efcape the common fate of the royaliits in thofe times;
the profits of his profellbrlhip, after the death of Laud in 1644,
being feized by the fequeftrators, as part of the prelate's eltate.

His very extraordinary merit, however, and amiable qualities

procured him friends on all fides, fo that in 1647, he was reftored
10 the falary of his lecture by the interefi of Sdden

; and, to pre-
ferve him from the outrages of the foldiery, he obtained a pro-
tection under the hand and feal of general Fairfax, by the appli-
cation of Dr. George Em. In 1648, at the recommendation of
Dr. Sheldon and- Dr. Hammond, he was nominated Hebrew
profeiior at Oxford, with the canonry of Chriit-church annexed
thereto, by the king, then a prifoner in the Ifle of Wight; and
was foon alter .voted into the fame lecture by the committee of

parliament ;
but ejected from his canonry the year after, for not

fubfcribing the engagement.
In the midit of tliefe perfections, he not only continued to

read his lectures \\ith the fame diligence as before, but alfo pub-
lifhed this year his "

Specimen hiftorire Arabum." It is a ihort

difcourfe in Arabic, with a Latin tranilation and notes by him
;

to which is added, an " Elencbus fcriptorum Arabicorum."
The difcourfe icfelf is taken o-.it of the general liiftory of Gregory
Abul Faraijus; and Pococke's notes are a collection of various

things relating to thefe matters, out of more than an hundred

Arabic manuscripts. Selden w^s extremely plea fed with this

work ; and Prideaux, in his " Lite of Mahomet," has ma.ie very
honourable mention of it. Simon Ockley, Arabic profeffor at

Cambridge, writes thus of it: "Specimen hiftoria; Arabum,

opus vere aureum Cl. Pocockii ftudio tleboratum. Dignus eft

hie liber, qui fajpius legatur ; eft enim quafi clavis ad quofcunque
authores Arabicos intelligendos perquam neccflaria."fAJ Adrian

Reland has alfo thefe words relating to it :
" In fpecimine hif-

Pococke's notes in Specim. Hid. Arabum, p:u. 186.

Introd ad ling, orient, p. 147. Cant. 1706. iziuo. Uerelig. MahonjtncJ. p. 86.

toro
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torise Arabum, quo nemo carere poteft, cui Hterz Arabics in

deliciis funt."

In 1650, a vote was parted, to deprive him of his le&ures,
and to turn him out of the univerfity; but he was faved from
the effect of it by the interceflion of a great part of that body,
almoft all of whom had been placed there by the parliament.
In 1652, he was one of thofe concerned in preparing the in-

tended edition of the Polyglott Bible. In 1654, the famous

Golius, Arabic profeffor at Leyden, publifhing his Arabic

Lexicon, fent Pococke a copy of it, with this infcription :

" Virtute atque doftrina eximio ac ptaeclaro viro domino Edw.

Pococke, literaturae Orientalis peritia nulli fecundo." The
Berkfhire committee of the commiflioners for ejefting fcan-

dalous ministers entered a profecution againft him, with a delign
to eje& him from his living of Childrey, for ignorance and

mfufficiency! but he was Iheltered from the fury of that florm

by the learned Independent, Dr. John Owen. Owen, being a

commifTioner himfelf under the fame aft, proceeded with fome

warmth to make them fenfible of the infinite contempt they
would incur, when it mould be faid, that they had turned out JL

man for infufficiency, whom all the learned, not of England

only, but of all Europe, fo juftly admired tor his vaft know-

ledge and extraordinary accomplishments ; and, by entering his

proteft againft fo ftrange a proceeding, put a ftop to the affair.

In 1655, he puMifhtd his " Porta Mofis ;" a work contain-

ing fix prefatory difcourfes of Maimonides, which relate, in a

very clear method, the hiftory and nature of the Talmud, and

the Jcwifli faith and difcipline. The original was written in

Arabic, but, as was uf'ual among the Jews, exprefled in Hebrew
characters. He added a Latin tranflation, and a very large

appendix of mifcellaneous notes. It was printed at Oxford,
and was the rirft fruits of the Hebrew prefs there. In 1658,
he publillied,

" 1 he Annals of Eutychius," in purfuance of a

promife he had made fome years before to Selden. In 1659,
when the fecluded members of the houfe of commons were
reftored to their feats in parliament, he was, by the interell of

Dr. Wallis, who had always been his friend, reltored to his

canonry of Chrilt-church
; in which he was firmly fixed the

year after, at the return of the king. Being now reinltatcd at

Oxford, he took his doclor of divinity's degree ;
and continued

afterwards to difcharge the duties of both his lectures, and to

give the world, to the end of his life, new proofs of his unri-

valled (kill in oriental learning. He was confulted by all the

moft learned men in Europe : by Hornius, Alting, Hottinger,
Golius, from abroad ; and by Cudworth, Boyle, Hammond,
Caftle, at home. In 1663, he publifhed at Oxford,

*'
Gregorii

Abul Farajii hiftoria Dynaftiarum," 410. Thi: ic a compen-
dium
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dium of the general hiftory of the world, from the creation to
his own time, i. e. about the end of the thirteenth century and
is divided into ten dynafties.
Some time after, Fell, dean of Chrift-church, having con-

certed a fcheme for a "
Commentary upon the Old Tefta-

ment," to be written by fome learned perfons in that univerfity
engaged Pococke to take a fliare. This gave occafion to his" Commentaries upon Micah and

tMalachi,"publifhedin 1677
after which he finished thofe upon Hofea and Joel, publifhed
in 1691. His "

commentary upon Hofea" is rather large-
occafioned by the repeated attempts of Ifaac Voflius to depre-
ciate the Hebrew text, which Pococke defends with great
learning. Thefe "

Commentaries," with the " Porta Moiis,"
were republifhed in 1740, 2 vols. folio, by Leonard Twell's,
D. D. who prefixed a Life of the author, from which this
account is taken. Dr. Pococke died, Sept. 10, 1691, in his

eighty-feventh year; and was interred in the cathedral of
Chrift-church, where a monument, with an

infcription, is

creeled to his memory. In his perfon, he was of a middle
ftature, andflender; his hair and eyes black; his complexion
irelh ; his look lively and chearful ; and his confutation found
and healthy. In his converfation he was free, open, and affa-

ble ; retaining, even to the laft, the brifknefs and facetioufnefs
of youth. His temper was modeft, humble, fincere

; and his

charity brought fuch numbers of neceflitous objects to him, that

dean Fell ufed to tell him complainingly,
"

that he drew all

the poor of Oxford into the college." As to his intellectual

accomplifhments, befidcs other learning, he was profoundly
(killed in the Hebrew, Arabic, and Syriac tongues ; was well

acquainted with the Perfic, Samaritan, Ethiopic, Coptic, and
Turkilh

;
and not a ftranger to the Italian and Spanilh. In

Greek and Latin he was, lay his friends, critically converfant :

his ftyle in Englilh clear ant! exprellive, but not polifhed; his

Latin ftyle not only proper and peripicuous, but written with

fome degree of elegance. The great object of his ambition

and labours, throughout a long life, was the promotion of

Oriental literature: but, unluckily for him, that kind of learn-

ing, which had been in the higheit elteem for feveral years-

before the Reftoration, fell into a general neglect for many years

after. At Cambridge alfo, where Dr. Caftell was fettled in

the Arabic profettbrlhip in 1666, though he was heard very
well at firft, yet his lectures in a little time grew to be k>

much neglected, that once, when he was to read the next

day, being then in a pleafant mood, he affixed a paper upon
the door of the public fchool, with thefe words: Jharle&or

linguae Arabics eras ibit in deiertum."

3
Hc
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He had married in 1646, \vhile he wa? refident upon his

living mBerkfhire; and had nine children. We have only
an account of his eldeft Ton Edward Pococke, who, under
his father's direction, publifhed, in 1671, 4to, Avith a Latin

tranflation, an Arabic work, entitled,
"

Philofophus Auto-

didactus; five, Epiflola Abu Jaafar Ebn Tophail de Hai Ebn
Yokdhan. In qua oflenditur, quomodo ex inferiorum con-

templattone ad fuperiorum Jiotitiam ratio humana afcendcrc

poflit." In 1711, Simon Ockley publifhed an Englilh tranf-

lation of this book, under the tide of,
" The Improve-

ment of Human Reafon, exhibited in the Life of Hai Ebn
Yokdhan, &c." 8vo; and dedicated it to Air. Pococke, then

re&or of Minal in Wihfhire. Mr. Pococke had alfo prepared
an Arabic hidory, with a Latin verfion, and put to it the prefs
at Oxford ; but not being worked oft' when his father died, he

withdrew it, upon a difguil at not fucceeding his father in the

Hebrew profeflbriliip. The copy, as much of it as was printed,
and the manufcript hiflory, were, in 1740, in the hands of

Mr. Pococke's fon, then re&or of Minal.
POCOCKE (RICHARD), D. D. (who was difhntly related

to the learned Orientalill Dr. Edward Pococke [B], being fon of

Mr. Richard Pococke, fequeftrator of the church of All-faints

in Southampton, and head mafter of the free-fchool there, by
the only daughter of the Rev. Mr. Ifaac Milles, m miller of

Highclecr in \Hampfhire ,

v

j~c],
was born at Southampton in

1704. He received his fchool-learning there, and his acade-

mical education at Corpus-Chrifti college, Oxford ; took his

degree of LL. B. May 5, 173' ;
and that of LL. D. (being-

then precentor of Lifmore) June 28, 1733 ; together with Dr.

Seeker, then rector of St. James's, and afterwards archbifhop
of Canterbury. He began his travels into the Eafl in 1737,
and returned in 1742, and was made precentor of Waterford
in 1744. In 174-3? he puhiifhed the firft part of thofe travels,

under the title of " A Defcription of the Eaft, and of fome
other Countries, vol. i. Obfervations on Egypt." In 1745 he

printed the fecond volume under the fame title,
" Obfervations

on Palxftine, or the Holy Land, Syria, Mefopotamia, Cyprti?,
and Cundia," which he dedicated to the earl of Cheiterhdd,
then made lord-lieutenant of Ireland; attended his lordili'p
thither as one of his domeftic chaplains, and was foon after

appointed by his lordfliip archdeacon of Dublin. In March,'

1756, he was promoted by the duke of Devonfhire (then lord-

[B] Ancciotes of Bowyer, by Nichols, died in 1740. The fecond, Jeremiah,

j. zyi. WAS feUow. and tutor o f EUljut-oUgd)

[c] Of Mr. Ifaac Mil-leg's three fon:,, prcftrnlcd him, in 1705, to the reftory of

dv; el(!c.V, Th-nva., was appointed Greek Dulnmar LOo, in Cornwill. The third,

pr)ft-(Vi. .it Oxford, in 1706, and biflv.ip of 4f.uc, wa; treifurer afJWaterford in 1714,
W*tertbid and Lifmore, in 1 708, whiie he and trcafurer of Lilmore catl-.e dral in 1 7 1 7.

lie.utenant)
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lieutenant) to the bishopric of OlTbry, vacant by the death of
Dr. Edward Maurice. He was tranflated by the king's letter

from O.tory to Elphin, in June, 1765, bifhop Gore of Elphin
being then promoted to Mtath ; but bifhop Gore finding a great
fum was to be paid to his predecefibr's executors for the houfe
at Ardbraceon, declined taking out his patent ; and therefore

bifhop Pococke in July, was tranflated by the duke of North-
umberland directly to the fee of Meath, and died in the month
of September the fame year, fuddenly, of an apoplectic ftroke,
while he was in the courfe of his vifitation [nj See an culo-

fium
of his DcTcription of Egypt, in a work entitled "

Paul!

rnefti Jablonfki Pantheon ./Egyptiorum, Pra.fat. ad part iii."

He penetrated no further up the Nile than to Phfla?, now Gieuret

Ell HierefF; whereas Mr. Norden in 1737, went as far as t)errr,

between the two cataracts. The two travellers are fuppofed to

have met on the Nile, in the neighbourhood of Efnay, in Jan.

J738[p.J. But the fact, as Dr. Pococke told fome of his

friends was, that being on his return, not knowing that Mr,
Norden was gone up, he pailed by him in the night, without

having the pleafure of feeing him. There was an admirable

whole length of the bifhop, in a Turkifh drefs, painted by
Liotard, in the pofielnon of the late Dr. Milles, dean of Ex-

eter, his firfl cotifin. He was a great traveller, and vilited

other places befides the Eaft. His description of a rock on the

weft-fide of Dunbar harbour in Scotland, refembling the

Giants Caufeway, is in the Philof. Tranf. vol. Hi. art. 17. and

in Archxologia, vol. ii. p. 32. his account of fome anti-

quities found^in Ireland. " When travelling through Scotland

(where he preached feveral times to crouded congregations), he

flopped at Dingwal, ami faid he was much ftruck and pleafed

with its appearance; for the Situation of it brought Jcnifalcin

to his remembrance, and he pointed out the hill which re fern-

bled Calvary." The fame fimilitude was eMerved by him in

regard to Dartmouth. He preached a ilrmon in 1761 for

the benefit of the Magdalen charity in London, and one in

1762 before the incorporated Society in Dublin.

Among the MS. treafures in the Britilh Mufeum, are fev

volumes (4811 4827) the gilt
of Mflv>i> Pococke; vi/..

'

nutes and Regifters of the Pi.

from 1683 to 1687, with a copy of the
j

tore

them ;" and "
Regifters of the Philofophicu) Society of Dublin,

from Aug. 14, 17^07,
witii copies of fome of thcfc papers read

before them ;" alfo " Several Extrads i.:ken I

in Birmingham's Tower;" " An Arecunt

Abbeys, Hoafc?, ar.d Friaries, in Ireland,"

His colleftioa of ^tiauiiir, and fofTi I
:""c 5'

3n<1
"

[] .. POGGIO
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POGGIO BRACCIOLINI, a man of great talents and

learning, who flourifhed at the time when learning was

reviving in Europe, and himfelf contributed not a little to

it, was defcended from a family of good rank, and born in

1380 at Terranuova, a town in the territories of Florence.

He was fent to Florence in 1398 [F], and there learned

Latin under John of Ravenna, and Greek of Emanuel Chry-
foloras. It appears from one of his letters, that he applied
himfelf alfo afterwards to Hebrew ;

which confutes the opinion
of Huetius and others, who have faid that the Hebrew lan-

guage was not cultivated in Italy, till after the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. His education being finifhed, he went to

Rome, under the pontificate of Boniface IX. and was taken

into the fervice of the cardinal dc Bari, who was Ludolf Mar-
ramoro, a Neapolitan. Afterwards he had the place of writer

of the apoftolic letters, which he held ten years ; and then was
made fecretary to the pope, in which office he continued forty

years.
In 1414, while the council of Conftance was

fitting, fome
cardinals and nobles of Rome fent him to that place, in fearch

of ancient authors : and he executed his commifllon fo well,

that there, and in the parts adjacent, he found a confiderable

number. Quintilian was among them, and was difcovered at

the bottom of a tower in the monaftery of St. Gal, about

twenty miles from the city of Conftance. Silius Italicus was
found at the fame time and place. Poggio afterwards travelled

to England, and'ftayed fome time in London : he vifited the

monasteries here, in hopes of finding fome ancient manufcripts,
but was not fo fuccefshil as in Germany. Some fay, that pope
Martin V. fent him alfo to Hungary ;

but the circumftances

of this journey are no where related. They add, that he was
afterwards a long time at Bologna and Ferrara: and there is

reafon to think, that he was totted about fome years from

place to place by the troubles of the times
;

for he himfelf

almoft informs us fo, in his dialogue
" De infelicitate prin-

cipum."
He determined at length to fettle and to marry. He had

already three fons by a miftrefs, though he was an ecclefiaftic \

and he excufes himfelf jocularly upon this head, in one of his

letters to cardinal Julian of St. Angelo:
" You fay that I have

fons, which is not lawful for a cleric
;
and without a wife,

which does not become a laic. I may anfwer, that I havr

fons, which is fitting for laics
;
and without a wife, which

from the beginning of the world has been the cuftom of clerics:

but I will not defend my failings by any excufe." Take the

[i] Fiction, mom. 5rc. torn. ix.

original,
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original, as a fpecimen of his Latin :
" Afleris me habere filios,

quod clerico mm licet: fine uxore, quod laicum non decet. Pof-
fum refpondere, habere nlios me, quod laicisexpedit;& fine uxore,
qui ell mos clciicorum ab orbis exordio obfervattis: fed nolo er.
rata mea ulla excufatione tueri." He married a Florentine lad*
in I43S> when he was fifty- four, who was young, bea*utiful, and
of an illuftrious and ancient family, but not a large fortune: he
took her to Rome, and had feveral children by her.

He continued {till in his office of apoftolic fecretary, which
he held under feven popes, including the fpace of forty years.

Notwithflanding this, he was not rich; and we find him com-

plaining of his circumltances, efpecially now his family was
increafed, in fome of his letters. In 1453, the place of fecre-

tary to the republic of Florence was offered him, and he ac-

ccp ed it with pleafure: quitting Rome, though not without

reluctance, on account of the friends he left behind him. Though
he was full feventy-two, he applied himfelf to fludy more in-

tenfely than ever: and in that lad period of his life, though he
had an employment which took up much of his time, compofcd
the mofl cenliderable of his works. His love of retirement

induced him to build a country-houfe near Florence, which he
called his academy> and in which he look much delight. He

always fpent the fummer at that houfe, and, indeed never was

quite fatisfied, when he was not there. It is faid, that he fold

a copy of Livy, fairly written with his own hand, in order to

purchafe this eftate[oj.
Some have imagined, that his " Hif-

tory of Florence" was written there. He died at this villa in

1459, aged fcventy-nine, and left a wife and fix children.

Five of "them were fons, and became all diilinguifhed by their

abilities. John Francis, the youngeft, was much efteemed by
Leo X. who made him his "fecretary (~HJ. Some have given

the name of John Francis to Poggius himfelf, as others have

that of Charles
;
but his real name was Poggio di

Guccip
Brac-

ciolini, his father's name being Guccio, and Bracciolini that

of his family.

Poggio appears by his works to have had a great paflion for let-

ters, aiid as great a regard for thofe that cultivated them. He
excelled in Greek and^Latin literature, and was one of the prin-

cipal reftorers of it. His purfuits were not confined to profane

antiquity: we fee by his quotations, that he was verfed in ccclc-

fiaftical hiftory, and the fathers, and efpecially in the writings

of Chryfoftom and Auguftin. He did not meddle much with,

poetry;' for he feems to have had no talent that way, if we

may judge by an epitaph upon his matter Chryfoloras, which

is very indifferent. He was eloquent, however, and his ityle

[ G ] Baylc's Dift. In PANORMJTA, note F. [H] Blwnfs Cnfura authorem.

VOL. XII. * is
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is generally approved: Cicero was his model, and he did no*
imitate him amifs. He is reputed to have been a good
man in the main, and to have acquitted himfelf well in the

feveral provinces of citizen, father, hufband, and friend. He
fciui a particular diflike to avarice, and wrote againft it. He re-

garded the love of money as a low paflion, and unworthy of a

man ; and was often repeating this fentence of Publius Syrus,

Defunt inopitz mulfa, avaritite onmia: '* A poor man wants many
things, a covetous man all things." He had not ambition

enough to pufh himfelf on, although he was in the road of

fortune. He was difmterefted, open, communicative, and,
what cannot be faid of every learned man, fingularly modeft.

Yet thefe good qualities were tarnifhed, fuch is the condition

of humanity, with fome that were not fo good. The children

he had in his llngle ftate fhew, that he had a paflion for women ;

and the obfcenities he pnblifhed in a work called "
Facetiae,"

which may be confidered as the firft Ana, or collection of bon

mots, fhew farther, that he did not entertain this pafiion with

a fpirit fufficiently manly. He was alfo fubjec"l to anger; and

this anger vented itfelf in the fevereft farcafins and the moft

biting ftyle, as appears from many of his works. Paul Jovius
relates [il, that he once received fome blows from Georgius
Trapezuntius, on account of ill language which he had given
him ; and he wrote a terrible inveftive againft Laurentius

Valla, who had criticized his Latinity as not fufficiently pure.

Letters, however, were infinitely obliged to him on feveral

accounts. He was the firft who brought to light 'feveral authors

of antiquity; of whom Quintilian and Silius Italicus have

been mentioned already. Add to thefe "
Tertullian,"

" Af-
conius's Commentary upon eight Orations of Cicero;"

" Lu-

cretius;"
" Ammianus Marcellinus:" although none of the

editors have done him the honour to mention it ;

"
Manilius,"

the firft edition of which was printed from Poggio
r

s manu-

fcript at Bologna in 1474, though not, as Fabricius has erro-

neoufly faid, by Poggio himfelf, who died fome years before ;

" L. Septimius," the fuppofed author of the verfion of the

fpurious
"
Phrygian Dares;" the three firft books of " Valerius

Flaccus;"
*'

Caper,"
"
Eutychus," and Probus," three ancient

grammarians;
" Cicero de finibus/' and " De legibus," and

his orations,
" Pro Caecina, De lege Agraria, Ad populum

contra legem Agrariam, In Lucium Pifonem, Pro Rabirio-

Pifone, Pro Rabirio, Pro Rofcio Comcedo," and another whofe
title we know not, for he himfelf mentions eight in his book
" De infelicitate principum ;" part of ** Columella ; and

" Fron-
tinus de aquasdudtibus." This was doing great fervice to the

[] Inlog.

republic



P O G G I O.

republic of letters. He farther publifhed a number of works
of his own, and made fome Latin verlions of ancient Greek
authors, of " Diodorus Siculus," and "

Xenophon's Cyropse-
dia," in particular. His own works have been collected, and
often printed. They confift of " Moral Pieces, Orations, Let-
ters," and " An Hiftory of Florence from 1350 to 1455,"
which is the moft confiderable of them. Machiavel, in the
introduction to his "

Hiftory of Florence," gives a general good
character of Poggio's Hiftory: he calls "Poggio an excel-
lent hiftorian, and reprefents him as accurate enough in his
accounts of the Florentine wars and foreign negociations ;

but blames him for either faying nothing at all ot their civil

diftentions, which he thinks the molt edifying part of hiftory,
or relating them fo briefly and abruptly, as to yield neither
benefit nor amufement to a reader. This partiality to his

country, for fuch it has been called, gave occaficn to this epi-

gram of Sannazarius :

" Dum patriam laudat, damnat dum Poggius hoftem,
Nee malus eft civis, nee bonus hiftoricus."

The following paflage of Erafmus fuggefts a moft unfavour-
able notion of Poggio:

"
Poggio, rabula adeo indodtus, ut,

ctiamfi vacaret obfcosnitate, tamen indignus eilet qui legereturj
adeo autem obfccenus, ut, etiamfi doftillimus fuilFet, tamen.

eflet a bonis viris rejiciendus." But we muft fuggeft a caution,
that a judgement be not formed either of Poggio himfclf, or

even of what Erafmus thought of him, from this detached

paflage in Blount's Cenfura authorum. This invective of
Erafmus againft Poggio was in behalf of his favourite Lau-
rentius Valla ; whole writings, it feems, were negle&td and

unread, while thofe of Poggius -were in every body's hamfs

[KJ. Obferve what immediately follows the
paifage juft

quoted:
"

Hie, inquam, talis, ut homo candidus icilicet, fine

invidia paflim habetur in manibus, le&itatur in nullam non

linguam transfufus: Laurentius neque obfccenus, et centuplo

dodior, laborat invidia mordacitatis, atque, ut bos cornupeta,

vitatur; etiam ab his, qui fcripta hominis nunquam legerunt."

We have elfewhere near a page of inve&ive againft Poggio :

but it is purely in favour of Valla, whom Erafmus thought

greatly injured by Poggio, in that abufive piece which he wrote

againft him, for having juftly criticized his Latin. Poggio,
it is certain, had great imperfections and blemifhes, as well in

his life as in his writings: but it is as certain, that Erafmus^was
not always juft and candid in his cenfures, and more cfpecially

when he was irritated.

[K] Erafmi Opera, vol. iii. Epift. 103. L. B, 1706.
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POILLY (FRANCIS), a French engraver, born at Abbeville

in 1622, and bred under Pierre Duret. He completed his

knowledge of his art by a long reiulence at Rome
;
and on his

return to Paris, diftinguiihed himfelf by many capital works
from pictures of facred and profane hiftory, and portraits of

various fizes. Louis XIV. made him his engraver in ordinary, in

1664, exprefsly on account of his merit, and the works he had

publifhed in Italy, as well as in France. He drew as fkilfully
as he engraved. Preciiion, neatnefs, and foftnefs, are the cha-

racleriltics of his plates; and it is recorded to his honour, that

he never degraded his abilities by engraving any fubject of ua

immoral kind. He died in 1693. ^' s brother Nicolas, who
ivas alfo an able engraver, furvived him only three years; and
both left fons, who applied their talents to painting and en-

graving.
- PO1NSINET (AwTQlNE, ALEXANDRE, HENRI), a French

dramatic writer of the fecond rate, whofe pieces, being chiefly

operas, are thought to have fucceeded rather by means of the

mufic, than from their intrinllc merit. He was bom at Fon-
tainbleau in 1735, of a family attached to the fervice of the

houfe of Orleans. Flis moft fuccefsful pieces were,
" Gilles

garcon Peintre,"
" Sancho Panca,"

" The Sorcerer,"
" Tom

Jones," and "
Ernelinde, or Sandomir," a lyric tragedy, in five

acts. " Le Cercle," or the evening alamode, a comedy in one

aft, was thought not to be his own. " He was not," faid fome

critics,
"

fufficiently admitted into a certain clafs of fociety to

paint their manners fo well." " If fo," replied the abbe Voi-

fenon,
" he has certainly lilrened at the door with great fuccefs.''

Poinfmet was fond of travelling. In 1760 he went over

Italy ;
and in 1769 vifited Spain, hopeing to introduce the taftc

for the Italian mufic,
; and the"ballad airs of the French into that

country, but was unfortunately drowned, the fame year, in the

Guadalquivir. He certainly was not devoid of talents, and had

that extreme fimplicity which has fomctimes been found united

to thofe of an higher order. The wits who knew him made
him believe whatever they chofe. They fent him falle affign-
ations from ladies of quality, who they faid were in love with

him, and he always fell into the fnare. They even went fo

far as to keep him fix months employed in learning Ruflian, as

he thought, in order to be admitted of the academy of Peterf-

burg; and at the end of the time he found he had only been

Undying the bas Breton. He was a member of the Italian

academy of the Arcadi, and of that of Dijon.
POIRET (PETKR), famous only for his love of myfticifm

and enthufrafm, and his writings conformable to thofe fcntiment?,

was born at Metz in 1646, and educated at B:\le in Switzer-

land, in the college of Erafmus. His father, who was a fvvord-

cutler.
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cutler, would Ttavc brought him up as a
fculptor, but he Hd

more tatte for the dead languages, philofophy, and theology,
and applied himfelf to them. He became a minifter at Heidel-

burg, in 1668, and at Anweil obtained a fimilar fituatior; in

1674. Here it was that he met with the works of the m^ltical
writers, with which, particularly with thofe of madame Bou-

rignon, he became to the'utmoft infatuated. Madame Guyon
was another of his favourites, and he determined to live accord-

ing to their maxims. Towards the end of life he retired to

Reinfberg in Holland, where he died in May, 1719, at the age
of feventy-three. His works are all of the myftical kind^
1.

"
Cogitatione-s rationales de Deo." 2. "

L'oe'conornie Di-
vine," in 7 vols. 8vo, 1687, HI which all the notions of B.-u-

rignon are repeated. 3.
" La lVix<ks bonne Ames." 4.

" Les

Principes folides de la Religion Chretienne," I2mo. 5.
" The-

ologie du Coeur," 2 vols. I2mo. 6. He publilhed al-fo a com-
plete edition of the works of mad. Bowrignon, in -21 vols. 8voj
with a life of that pious emimfiaft. 7. An attempt to attack

Defcartes, in a treanfe,
" de Eruditione triplici," in 2 vols.'

4-to, reprinted at Amltcrdam in 1707. This being directed

againft Defcartes, has been compared to the attack of the viper

upon the file. It contains, however, fome good obfervations.

POLE (REGINALD), cardinal, and archbiihop of Canterbuiy,
was defcended from royal blood, being a younger Ion of fir Richard

Pole, lord Montague, coufin-german to Henry VII. and Margaret,

daughter of George duke of Clarence, younger brother to king
Edward IV. [L]. He was born, according to Camden, in 1500,
at Stoverton-calHein Worceftedhire; and, at foven years of age,
was fent to be inftruded in grammar by the Carthufuns, in rhc

monaftery at Shene, near Richmond in Surrev. At twelve, he

became a nobleman of Magdalen-college in Oxford; where the

famous Linacre and William Latimer, the two great matters in

thofe times of the Greek and Latin languages, were his chief pre-

ceptors. He took a bachelor of arts degree at fifteen, and entered

into deacon's orders; and in 15*7, the year that Luther be^an to

preach againft indulgences, was made a -prebendary of Salif-

bury ;
to which the deanery of Exeter, and other pret-erments

were toon after added, by the-bounty of h-is rdaiion Henry VI 1 1.

who directed that he Ihould be bred to the church, with a dciign

to raife him to the higheft dignities in it.

Pole being now nineteen, and having laid a -good ground-
work .of learning at Oxford, it was determined to fend him,

by way of completing his education, to Italy ;
tor which a lup-

port fuitable to his rank was provided -by the king, who allowed

[L] Athen. Oxo.i. vol. 5. Vin Reginald! Poli, 1690, Svo. B;itJ.ini,

X him
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Kim a large yearly penfion, befides the profits of his dignities.
On his arrival, he vifited feveral univerfities, and then fix d at

Padua, where he entered into familiaiity with Leonicus, a great

philofopher and Grecian, Longolius, Bembus, and Lupfet, a

lefeq^d Englifhnrtftn. Thefe were his matters, whom he con*

itantly^Wed : and they have told us, how he became the delight
of that part of the world, for his learning, politenefs, and piety.
From Padua he went to Venice, where he continued f-r fome

time, and then vifited other parts of Italy. Having fpent five

years abroad, he was recalled home ; but being defirous to fee

the jubilee, which was celebrated this year at Rome, he went to

that city ; whence, pafling by Florence, he returned to England,
where he arrived about the end of 1525.
He was received by the king, queen, cotirt, and all the no-

bility, with great affection and honour; and much carefied, not

only for his learning, but for the fweetnefs of his nature, and

politenefs of his manners. Devotion, however, and Itudy, being
what he folely delighted in, he retired to his old habitation among
the Carthufians at Shene, where he fpent two years in the free

enjoyment of thefe advantages. Then Henry VIII. began to

raife doubts concerning the lawfulnefs of his marriage with Ca-
tharine of Spain, in order to obtain a divorce ;

and Pole, forefeeing
the troubles confequent upon this, and how deeply he mutt of

neceflity be involved in them, refolved to withdraw, and obtained

leave of his majefty to go to Paris. Here he continued in quiet,
till the king, profecuting the affair of the divorce, and fending
to the mod famous univerfities in Europe for their opinion upon
the illegitimacy of his marriage, commanded him to concur with
his agents in procuring the fubfcriptions and feal of that of Paris.

Pole left the affair to the commiffioners ; excufing himftlf to the

king, as unfit for the employment, fmce his Itudies had lain another

way. Henry was angry; upon which Pole returned to England,
in order to pacify him, and then retired to Shene, where he con-

tinued two years. Henry, at length perceiving that the court of

Rome refolved to oppofe the affair of the divorce, conceived a
refolution to fhake off their authority, and to rely upon his own
fubjects. Pole was preffed again, and repaired to the king,
with a defign to give him fatisfaftion ; but, his conference check-

iug him the moment he was about to fpeak, he could not utter

a word. The extremity then infpircd him with courage; and

quitting his former purpofe, he fpoke point-blank agairift the

divorce. The king, highly enraged, laid his hand upon his

poniard, with a defign to kill him ;
but was overcome by the

Simplicity and fubmiifion of his kinfman's addrefs, and difmiffed

him in tolerable temper. Pole, however, apprehenfive of fur-

ther clanger, thought it prudent to withdraw, and got his ma-

jefty's
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jetty's leave to travel again, who was fo fatisfied with his inten-

tions, that he continued his penfion for fome time.

The firft place he went to was Avignon, in the province of

Narbonne in France. This town was under the pope's jurif-

didion, and Pole continued there unmolefted for a year j^ut,
the air not agreeing with his conftitution, .he left it, and went
to Padua, in this beloved univerfity he fixed his rcfidence a

fecond time, making excurfions now and then to Venice
;
and

devoted himfelf to ftudy, and the converfation of the learned.

He contracted acquaintance with feveral eminent perfons ; among
whom was Gafpar Contareni, afterwards a cardinal, and Peter

Caraffa, afterwards the turbulent pope Paul IV. and an enemy
to Pole. But there were none fo familiar with him, a$ a noble

Venetian called Aloifius Priuli. He was a perfon of fmgular
worth and integrity; and the friendihip now begun between
them ended not but with the death of Pole. Thus the days

palfed very agreeably in Italy, while frefh troubles were rifing
in England. Henry had not only divorced Catharine, but mar-
ried Anne Boleyne, and refolved to throw off the papal yoke,
and aflert his right to the fupremacy, with the title of Supreme
head of the church. To this end he procured a book to be

written in defence of that title, by Sampfon, bifhop of Chi-

chefter, which lie immediately fent for Pole's confirmation, who
would willingly have deferred his anfwer: but Henry not ad-

mitting this, Pole, taking courage from the fecurity of the

Pope's protection, not only difapprovcd the king's divorce, and

feparation from the apoftolic fee, in anfwer for the prefent, but

Shortly after drew up his piece,
" Pro imitate ecclefialtica," and

fent it to Henry. Henry, difpleafed with Pole, under pretence
of wanting fome paflages to be explained, fent for him to Eng-
land : but Pole, aware that to deny the king's fupremacy, which

was the principal fcope of his book, was high treafon there,

and confidering the fate of More and Fifher, refufed to obey
the call. The king therefore refolved to keep meafures with

him no longer; and accordingly his penfion was withdrawn, he

was rtripped of all his dignities in England, and an aft of at-

tainder paifed againft him.

He was abundantly compenfated for thefe lolTes and fuffer-

ings by the bounty of the pope and emperor. He had been

created a cardinal, in January, 1536, and foon after was fent

by the pope with the character of nuncio both to France and

Flanders ; that, being near England, he might hold correfpond-

ence with the Catholics there, in order to keep them itedfaft in

the faith. At Paris he was received very honourably by the

king, but did not ttay long there ; for Henry being informed of

it, fent to demand him of the French monarch ; and after-

wards, by fettine a price upon his head, and employing all

X 4 means
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means to catch him, fo drove him from place to place, that

Pole was forced at length to take refuge in Rome. His book
" Pro imitate ecclefiaRica," was publifhcd in that city in 1536;
and though, as Burnet fays,

"
it was more efteemed for the high

quality of the author, than for any found reafoning in it," yet
it gave the moil certain proof of his invincible attachment and

zeal for the fee of Rome, and was therefore fufficient to au-

thorize the flrongeft confidence. Pole was accordingly em-

ployed in negociations and tranfacYions of high concein
;
was

confulted by the pope in all affairs relating to kings and fove-

reign princes ; was one of his legates at the council of Trent
;

and, laftly, his penman, when occafion required. Thus, for

inflance, when the pope's power to remove that council was

contefted by the emperor's ambaiTador, Pole drew up a vindi-

cation of that proceeding ;
and when the emperor fet forth the

interim, was employed to anfwer it. This was in 1548; a;,d,

pope Paul III. dying the next year, cardinal Pole was twice

elected to fuccecd him, but refufed both the elections ;
one as

being too hafty, and without due deliberation, and the other,

becaufe it was done in the night-time. This unexampled deli-

cacy difgufled feveral of his friends in the conclave, who there-

upon concurred in choofing Julius III. March 30, 1550. The

tranquillity of Rome being foon after difturbed by the wars in

France, and on the borders in Italy, Pole retired to a monaftery
in the territory of Verona, where he lived agreeable to his na-

tural humour, till the death of Edward VI. in July,* 1553-
On the acceflion of queen Mary, he was appointed legate for

England, as the fitted inilrumcnt to reduce this kingdom to

an obedience to the pope; but did not think it fafe to venture

his perfon thither, till he knew the queen's intentions with regard
to the re-eftablifliment of theRomilh religion; and alfo, whether
the act of attainder, which had pafTcd againlt him under Henry,
and had been confirmed by Edward, was repealed. It was not

long, however, before he received fatisfaclion in both thefe points;
and then he fet out for England, by way of Germany, in Oh
1553. The emperor, fufpecting a defign in queen Mary to

marry Pole, contrived means to flop his progrefs; nor did he

arrive here till November, 1554, when her marriage with Philip
of Spain was completed. On his arrival he was conducted to

the archbiihop's palace at Lambeth, Cranmer being then attainted

and imprjfoned; and, on the 27th, went to the parliament, and
made a long and grave fpeech, inviting them to a reconciliation

with the apoftolic fee
; whence, he laid, he was fent by the

common paflor of Chriftendom, to reduce them, who had long

flrayed from the inclofure of the church. This fpeech of Pole

occafioned fomc motion in the queen, which (lie vainly thought
was a child quickened in her womb; fo that the joy of the times

was



POLE.
was redoubled, fome not fcrupling to fay, that as John Baptifl
leaped in his mother's belly at the falutation of the Virgin, fo
here the like happinefs attended the falutation of Chrift's vicar.
The parliament being abfolved by Pole, all went to the royal

chapel, where Te Deum \vas fung on the occafion : and thus
the pope's authority being now reitored, the cardinal two days
afterwards made his public entry into London, with all the
folemnities of a legate ; and prefently fet about the bufinefs of

reforming the church from herefy. Pole had been formerly
fufpedtd of favouring the Reformation, but without any rea-
fonable foundation:: he was by nature humane, and had great
iweetnefs of temper ; and this, making him backward in the per-
iecution of Proteftants, and always deiirous to prevent it, expofed
him to the talfe fuipicions of zealous Papifts. Knowing there-

fore, that the court of Rome kept a watchful eye over him, lie

feemed now to be much altered in his nature. He exprefled a

great deteltation or" Proteftants ; nor did he converfe with any
of that party, excepting fecretary Cecil. He was in referve to

all, fpoke little, and put on an Italian temper as well as beha-

viour; making Priuli almoft his only confident. In the mean
time pope Julius, and his fucceiror Marcellus, foon after dying,
the queen recommended Pole to the popedom ; but Peter Ca-

raffa, who took the name of Paul I V. was elected before her

difpatches arrived. This pope, who had never liked cardinal

Pole, was pleafed with Gardiner bifhop of Winchelter, whofe

temper exadly tallied with his own; and therefore favoured his

views upon the fee of Canterbury, in oppoiition to Pole, whufc

nomination to that dignity was not confirmed by him till the

death of this rival, which happened Nov. 13, 1555.
Pole had now the fole management and regulation of eccle-

fiaftical affairs in England; and at firft gave many proofs of his

good temper: how unfuitably to it policy, and a falfe religion,

led him to act afterwards, the persecutions under queen Mary
muft ever be a melancholy but undeniable proof. Pole's con-

currence, however, in thefe butcheries, did not fccure him againft

the attacks of his old enemy Paul IV. who, upon various pre-

tences, accufcd him as a fufpeclcd heretic ;
fummontd him to

Rome to anfwcr the charge; and, depriving him of his legan-

tine powers, conferred them upon iVyto, a Francifcan friar,

whom he had made a cardinal lor that purpofe. The new

kgate was upon the road for England, when queen Mary, ap-

pnfed of his bufinefs, aiTumed fome of her father's fpirit, and

forbad him at his peril
to fet foot upon Englifh ground. Pole,

however, was no fooner informed of the pontiff's plcalure, or

rather difpleafure, than, out of that implicit veneration which

he c-onftantly and unalterably preferved for the apoflolic fee, he

voluntarily laid down the eniigns of legate, and foreborc the

cxcrcife
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exerdfe of its power; difpatchirrg his trufty miniiler Ornameto
to Rome, with letters clearing himfelf in fuch fubmiUive terms, as

even melted the obdurate heart of Paul. The cardinal was re-

ftored to his legantine powers foon after, but did not live to

enjoy them a full twelvemonth, being feized with a double quar-
tan ague, which carried him off, Nov. 18, 1558, During his

illnefs, he often enquired after her majefty; and his death is faid

to have been haftened by that of his royal miflrefs; which,
as if their deftinies had been connected, happened about fix-

teen hours before. After lying forty days in ftate at Lambeth,
he was carried to Canterbury, and there interred. He was a

learned, eloquent, modeft, humble, and good-natured man ; of

exemplary piety and charity, as well as generofity becoming his

birth. Though by nature he was more inclined to ftudy and

contemplation than to active life, yet he was prudent and dex-

trous in bufmefs : fo that he would have been a finilhed charac-

ter, had not his fuperftitious devotion to the fee of Rome carried

him, againft his nature, to commit feveral cruelties in perfecut-

ing the Proteftants. Burnet, who has drawn Pole in very fa-

vourable colours, acknowledges this charge; but imputes thefe

ianguinary proceedings to Paul IV. pitying the cardinal's weak-

nefs, in not having courage enough to contend with fb haughty
and perfecuting a pope.

Pole's capital work, though a fhort one, we have already
mentioned: he wrote two defences of it, one to Henry VJIJ.

another to Edward VI. He was the author of many other final I

pieces, relating to doclrine as well as difcipline; and we are

told by Strype, that he wrote a book about 1530, which was

perufed by Cranmer, to perfuade king Henry to continue the

negociation of his marriage with Anne Boleyne: but this is

really not credible.

POLEMBERG (CORNELIUS), or Poetemburg, a celebrated

Dutch painter, was born at Utrecht in 1586, where he became
the difciple of Abraham Bloemart, but went to complete his

fludies at Rome. His firft determination was to imitate the

manner of Elfheimer ;
but when he contemplated the works of

Raphael, he was fo affected, that he was led irrefiftibly to copy
after that much higher model. This union of objects produced
-a mixed but original ftyle ; more free and graceful than the Fle-

mift, though with far lefs grandeur and excellence of defign
than the Italian. He could not rife to the execution of large

figures; his beft pieces, therefore, are of the cabinet fize; but

he fuTpafTed all his contemporaries in the delicacy of his touch,
the fweetnefs of his colouring, and the choice of agreeable ob-

je&s and fituations. Hisfkies are clear, light, and tranfparent;
his back-grounds often ornamented with the vettiges of magni-
ficent Roman edifices; and his female figures, which are ufually

without
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without

drapery,
are highly beautiful. He returned rather reluc-

tantly to L'trecht, where, however, his mfrit was acknow-
ledged by the great Rubens [M]. Charles I. invited him to

London, where he was much employed, and richly paid; but,
though he was much folicited to remain here, his love for his
native country prevailed, and he returned to Utrecht, where he
died in 1660, affluent and highly efleemed. The genuine works
of Polemberg, are extremely fcarce

; but figures by him may
he found in the works of other artifts, particularly thofe of

Steenwyck, and Kierings; and his difciple John Vander Lis fo

fuccefsfully imitated his ftyle, that the works of the pupil are

frequently taken for thofe of the mafter.

POLIDORO (DA CARAVAGGIO), properly CALDARA, an
eminenr Italian painter, ufually called Caravaggio from a

village
in the dutchy of Milan, where he was born in 1495. He went
to Rome at the time when Leo X. was railing fome new edifices

in the Vatican ; and not knowing how to get his bread other-

wife, for he was very young, he hired himfelf as a day-labourer
to carry flones and mortar for the mafons there at work. He
drudged in this manner till he was eighteen, when one part of
his bufinefs brought him to think of painting. It happened,
that feveral young painters were employed by Raphael, in the

fame place, to execute his defigns. Polidoro, who often car-

ried them mortar to make their frefco, was touched with the

fight of the paintings, and folicifed by his genius to turn

painter. At ririt he confined himfelf to the works of Giovanni

dUdini; and the pleafure he took to fee that painter work,
excited the talent which he had for painting. Inthisdifpo-

fition, he was very officious and complaifant to the young paint-

ers, pufhed himfelf into their acquaintance, and opened to them

his intention: whereupon they gave him pioper leifons, which

emboldened him to proceed. He then applied himfelf with the

utmoft ardour to defigning, and advanced fo protli^ioufly, that

Raphael was aftonilhed, and let him to work with the other

voung painters ; among whom he diftingnifhed himfelf fo much,

that, as he had the greateit mare in executing his matter's ''eiigns

in the Vatican, fo he had the gr ateft glory. The care he had

feen Raphael take, in defigning the antique fculptures, induced

him to do the like. He fpl-nt whole days and nights in painting

after thofe beautiful models, and (tudied antiquity with the mcdt

exa&nefs. The works, with which he enriched the frontif-

pieces of feveral buildings at Rome, are proofs or the pains he

took in ftudying the antique.
He painted very few eafel pieces;

moft of his productions being
in frefco, and only in light and (hade,

in imitation of the baflb relievos. In this way he made ufe ot

[M] Pilkington's D53io.-.r>-.

the
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the manrrer called fcratching, confifting in the preparation of a

black ground, on which is placed a white plafter; and, whero,

taking off this white with an iron bodkin, we difcover through
the holes the black, which ferves for lhado\vs. Scratched work
lafts longelt, but, being very rough, is uupleafant to the itght.

He alTbciated himfelf at firil with Matureno, and their frienu-

fhip laded till the death of the latter, who fell a victim to the

plague, in 1526.
After this, Polidoro, having by his affiftance filled Rome with

his pieces, thought to have enjoyed his eafc, and the fruits of

his labours; when the Spaniards in 1527 beOeging that city, all

the men of art were forced to fly, or elfc were ruined by the mi-

fcries of the war. In this exigence Polidoro retired to Naples,
where he was obliged to work for ordinary painters, and had no

opportunity of making himfelf famous: for the Neapolitan nobi-

lity in thofe days were more folicitous to obtain good horfes, than

good pictures. Seeing himfelf, therefore, without bufinels, and

forced to fpend what he had acquired at Rome, he went to Sicily ;

and, understanding architecture as well as painting, the citizens

of Meflina employed him to make the triumphal arches for the

reception of Charles V. at his return from Tunis. This being
finifhed, finding nothing to be done anfwerable to the grandeur of

his genius, and having no temptation to flay but the cardies of a

woman he loved, he thought of returning to Rome. In this

refolution, he drew his money out of the bank of Medina
;

which his fervant underftanding, the night before his departure,
confederated with other rogues, feized him in his bed, iirangled

him, and dabbed him. This done, they carried the body to the

door of his miitrefs, that it might be thought he was killed there

by fome rival:
yet., by God's providence, the murder was dif-

covered. The affailins fled, and every body pitied his untimely
fate. Among others, his fervant, in the general forrow, with-

out fear of anyone's fufpecting him, came to make lamentations

over him
;
when a Sicilian count, one ot Polidoro's friends,

watching him, obferved his grief not to be at all natural, and

thereupon had him taken up on fufpicion. He made a very bad

defence; and being put to the torture, confefFed all, and was
condemned to be drawn to pieces by four horfes. '1 he citizens

of Meilina expreded a hearty concern for Polidoro's untimely

end, and interred his body honourably in the -caihedral church.

He was in his forty-eighth year, when this fate befe! him, in

I54-3-.
Polidoro's genius was very lively and fruitful ; and from ftu*

dying the antique bado relievos was inclined to rep refen t battles,

Sacrifices, vafes, trophies, and thofe ornaments which are molt
remarkable in antiquities. But what is altogether furpriiing, is,

that, notwithstanding. his great application to antique fculptures,
he
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h? perceived the neceflity of the chiaro obfcurn in painting. Ir

does not appear that this was much known in the Roman Ychoof
before his time: he made it a principle of the art, and a regular

part of his practice. The great mattes of lights and fhadowt
which are in his pictures fhew him to have been convinced, that

the eyes of a fpectator want repofe, to view a picture with eafc. It

is from this principle that, in the freezes which he painted with

white and black, his objects are grouped fo artfully. His love of
the antique did not hinder him from itudying nature; and hts ftyle
ot detign, which was great and corred, was a mixture of the one
and the other. His hand was rafy and excellent, and the airs o'f

his heads bold, noble, and exprcllive. His thoughts were fub-

lime, his dilpofitions full ot at'itmles well chofen
;

his draperies
well fet, and his'landfcapes of a good tafte. His pencil was light
and foft ; but after the death of Raphael he very feldom coloured

his pieces, applying himfelf altogether to work in frefco with the

chiaro Jeuro.

Poiidoro's genius was very much like that of Julio Romano:
their conceptions were lively, and formed after the manner of tin-

antique. Their deiign was great and fevere, and their way new
and extraordinary: the difference between them was, that Julia

Romano animated his compofitions by the impctuofity of his

genius only : and Polidoro always made life of contraft, as

the mod powerful means to give life and motion to his works.

Poiidoro's genius appears -alfo to be more natural, more pure, and

more regulated, than that of Julio Romano.

POLIGNAC (MELCHIOR DE), a fine genius of France, and a

cardinal, was born of an ancient and noble family at Puy, in 1662.

He was lent early to Paris, to learn the languages; and afterward-;

liudied. philofophy at the college of Harcourt, where he began
to fhew an original genius. His profeflbr taught only the fyftem

of Arittotle, to which he was extremely devoted; but Polignac

embraced the new doctrines of Des Cartes, with which he was

fo enamoured, that, notwithftanding all the efforts of his mailer,

he would never return to the Peripatetic philofophy. When
cardinal de Bouillon went to Rome, to the election of Alexander

VIII. he engaged Polignac to attend him; and introduced him

to that pope, who was infinitely charmed with his fine talents

and addrefs. Louis XIV. alfo, to whom he became known at

his return, was equally pleafed
with him, and by him he was

icon after fent ambaiFador extraordinary to Poland : where, after

the death, of Sobielki, he formed a projeft of procuring the

fucceflion for the prince of Conti, nnd gave affurances to his

court of effeaing it; but thefe provii.g vain, he returned to

France a little difgraeed,
and retir-d for three years,

then reftored to favour, and fent to , ie as auditor o

Returning home, he was employed in affairs of the i

importance :
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importance: was plenipotentiary at the congrefs of Utrecht,

during which pope Clement XI. created him a cardinal. He
iwas in the conclave, when Benedict XIII. was chofen in 1724.

Upon the accefli'jn of Louis XV. he was appointed to refide at

Rome, as mimiter of France; and did not return, till 1732.
He died in 1741, in his eightieth year.
He had been received into the French academy in 1704, into

the academy of fciences in 1715, into that of the belles lettres

in 1717: and he would have been an ornament to any fociety,

having all the accomplishments of a man of talents and learning.
He left behind him a Latin poem, entitled,

"
Anti-Lucretius,

feu de Deo et natura, libri ix." the plan of which he i^ faid to

have formed in Holland, in a converfation which he had there

with Bayle. It treats of God, the foul, atoms, motion, vacuum,
and other fublime points, in fuch a manner, as, agreeably to its

title, to inculcate doctrines upon each, exactly oppofite to thofc

of Lucretius. This work has been much admired^ as polfelling

many qualities which form a perfect poem. He left his manu-

fcript to a friend, by whofe care it was firft publifhed in 1749 ;

and has fmce undergone feveral impreflions in France, as well as

in other countries.

POLITI (ALEXANDER), was born at Florence in 1679, and

was early diftinguiftied in the fchools of philofophy and theology,
for the extent of his memory, and the fagacity of his mind. He
became very early a teacher in the fciences above-mentioned,
and in rhetoric at Genoa; but in 1733, was invited to Pifa to

give lectures on the Greek language, whence he was promoted
to the profeflbrfliip of eloquence, which had been fome time

vacant, after the death of Benedict Averano. He died of an

apoplexy, July 23, 1752. He dillinguifhed hiinfelf as a com-
mentator and as an author, by publifliing, I. An edition of

Homer with Euftathius's commentary, to which he added, a

Latin tranflation, and abundant notes; in 3 vols. folio, 1730,

1732, 1735. The fourth volume was in the prefs when he died,

but has not fmce appeared. 2. "
Martyrologium Romanum

caftigatum, ac commentariis illuilratum," folio, Florence, 1751.

3.
" Orationes 12 ad Academiam Pifanam." 4.

"
Panegyricus

imp. Francifco I. confecratus," 4to, Florence. 5.
" De patria

in condendis teftamentis poteilate," J2mo, Florence, 1712, in

four books.

POLITIANO (ANGELO), or POLITIAN, in Latin Poli-

tianus, a moft ingenious and learned Italian, was
born^

in July,

1454, at Monte Pulciano in Tufcany, whence he is fuppofed
to have taken his name. His real name has been much contelted.

Menckenius, who wrote his life, calls it Ambrogini; but others

Angelus Bailus (or properly BalTo), which he certainly figned
to feveral of his publications. He learned the Greek language

under
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under Antlronicus of ThefFalonica, and made fo great a progrefs
in it, that he is faid to have written verfes both in Greek and
Latin, when he was not more than twelve years of age. He
ftudied alfo the Platonic philofophy under Marcilius Ficinus,
and that of Ariftotle under Argyropylus. The firft work that

p.ocuredhim reputation, was a poem upon the tournament of

Julian de Medicis ; and fome time after, when the fame Julian
was aHaflinated by the Pazzi, Politian took occalion to write the

hiitory of that confpiracy, which was alfo greatly admired.
He was made profeflbr of the Greek and Latin languages at

Florence; and acquired fo much glory by his le&ures, that the

fcholars left Demetrius Chalcondylas, although a native of

Greece, and a. very learned man, for the fake of hearing him.
Politian had elegance, tafte, and politenefs, as well as learning,
\vhich Chalcondylas had not : on which account it is eafy to

conceive, that the le&ures of the latter, however edifying, muft
have appeared dry and barren, when compared with thofe of
his rival. Politian's reputation increafed more and more, when
he publilhed his Latin verfion of "

Herodian,'' his " Mifcel-

'ianea,'' and his " Latin Poems." Monf. Huet obferves, that,
" with regard to his Latin verfions, he does not only contend

with, but even excel, his originals:" and the learned Degory
Wheare, when he prefcribes the reading of this hiilorian, fays,
that " he may be read either in Greek or Latin

; for," he adds,
*'

I know not whether Herodian deferves more honour, who in

his own language flows with a plentiful vein, or Politian, who
has tranllated him fo happily, that he does not feem fo much to

have rendered, as writ that hiflory." Thefe muft feem prodi-

gious encomiums on his (kill in Greek ;
if it be confidered how

rare a thing it was to underftand that language when this tratif-

lation was made. He did a great deal towards promoting the

revival of letters ; and, had he lived longer, would doubtlefs

have er.riched the commonwealth of learning with excellent

works : but he died at forty years of age, in H94- His death hap-

pened about two months before that of Picus earl of Miranduia,

with whom he had always maintained a clofe and intimate cor-

refpondence. A report was fpread, and has been taken up by
Ibme writers, concerning the occafion ot his death; which, ir

true, would do great diihonour to his memory. They fay, that

not being able to fatisfy the unnatural love lie had conceived for

one of his fchoiars, who was a youth of quality, he fell into a

fever, and died : but the bell, and moft judicious authors, treat

this as a horrible calumny. Pierius Valcrianus in particular,

tells us, that he died of pure grief and vexation for the

troubles of the houfc of Medicis; efpecially
when the affairs

of Peter, whofe preceptor
he hud been, were in a declining

Hate. It certainly is not improbable, that his great zeal for that

f houfe
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houfe expofed him to much calumny ; while the Florentines,
fond of republican liberty, infulted that family in their exile,
and vented all forts of pafquinades. Neverthelefs, Politian's cha-

racter was not amiable, according to Paul Jovius[xj, who has

given the following concife defcription both of his body and
mind. " He was," fays he,

" a man of awkward and perverfe
manners, of a countenance by rvo means open and liberal, a nofe

remarkably large, and fquinting eyes. He was crafty, fatirical,

and full of inward malice : for his conltant way wa;-, to fneer

and ridicule the productions of other men, and never to allow

any criticifm, however juft, upon his own."
He was, however, as all acknowledge, a man of moft

confummate erudition
;
and not only fo, but a very polite and

elegant writer. Erafmus, in his Ciccronianus, calls him a rare

miracle of nature, on account of his excelling in every kind of

writing; his words are remarkable: " Fateor Angelum prorfus

Angelica fuiffe mente, rarum -.naturae miraculum, ad qtiodcunquc

fcripti genus applicaret animum." Some of his poems were fo

much admired, that feveral learned men have made it their bu-

finefs to.comment on them. It has been often reported that he

fpoke of the Bible with great contempt; and that, having read

it but once, he complained he had never fpent his time ib ill.

But this is not probable ;
for it mult be remembered, that he

was a prieit and canon of Florence ;
and we learn from one of

his Epiftles, that he preached a whole Lent. I could, as

Bayle fays, much more eafily believe the judgement he is faid

to have made on the Pfalms of David, and the Odes of

Pindar: "
lie did not deny that there are many good and fine

things in the Pfalms
; but he pretended, that the fame things

appear in Pindar with more brightnefs and fweetnefs." The
two Scaligers have fpoken highly of Politian: the elder has

preferred a confolatory elegy of his, to that which Ovid fent to

Livia upon the death of Drulus, nnd fays, he had rather have been

the author of it: the younger calls him an excellent poet, but

thinks the tlyle of his epiftles too elated and declamatory. Many
interelling anecdotes of Politian are given in Rofcoe's Life of

Lorenzo de' Medici.

His works have been printed at various times and in various

places: his epiftles have probably been moft read, becaufe thefe

are things with which the generality of people are bed pleafed.
POLLUX (Junus), an ancient Greek writer [o], who flou-

rifhed in the reign of the emperor Commodus, was born at

Naucrates, a town in Egypt. He had his education under

fophifts, and became eminent in grammatical and critical learn-

ing. He taught rhetoric at Athens, and acquired fo much repu-

[N] J->v. Elog. can. 38. [o] Fabric. Bibl. Gnec. vol. iv.

tation
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ration, that he was advanced to be preceptor of the emperor
Commodus. He drew up for his ufe, and infcribed to him,
while his father Marcus Antoninus was living, an " Onomaf-
ticon, or Greek Vocabulary," divided into ten books. It if

ftill extant, and contains a vaft variety of fynonymous words
and phrafes, agreeably to the copioufnefs of the Greek language,

ranged under the general claifes of things. The deiign of it

was to facilitate the knowledge of the Greek language to the

young prince ;
and it is ftill of great ufe to all who have a mind

to be perfect in it. The firft edition of the " Onomaiticon"
was given at Venice by Aldus, in 1502, and a Latin verfion

was afterwards made and publifhed with it: but there was no
correct and ha-ndfome edition of it, till that of Amfterdam,

1706, in folio, by Lederlinus and Hemfterhufius. Lederliuus

went through the firft feven books, correcting the text and

verfion, and fubjoining his own, with the notes of Salmafius,

If. VofTius, Valefius, and of Kuhnius, whofe fcholar he had

been, and whom he fucceeded in the profeflbrihip of tfie

Oriental languages in the univerfity of Strafburg. Hemfter-

hulius continued the fame method through the three laft books.

This learned man has fmce diftinguifhed himfelf by an excellent

edition of Lucian, and other monuments of folid and pro-
found literature.

Pollux wrote many other works, none of which are come

down to us. He lived fifty-eight years. Philoftratus and

Lucian have treated him with much contempt and ridicule.

Philoftrat. de vit. Sophift. Lib. n. and Lucian in-Rhetorum

prseceptore.
POLYjENUS, the name of many eminent perfonages re-

corded in ancient writers. There Avas among them Julius

Polyxnus, of whom fome Greek epigrams are extant, in th

firft book of the Anthologia [P].
The Polyacnus, of whom

it concerns us moft to have any information, is the author ot

the eight books of the "
Stratagems of iHuftrious commanders

in war." He appears to have been a Macedonian, and probably

a foldier in the younger part of his life
; although that is not

certain. He was undoubtedly a rhetorician, and a pleader ot

caufcs
;
and as to the time in which he lived, that appears ma-

nifeftlv from the dedication of his work to the emperors Anto-

ninus and Verus, who reigned towards the latter part
of the

fecond century. The "
Strategemata" were publifncd in Greek

by Ifaae Cafaubon, with notes, in 1589, I2mo: but no go<

edition of them appeared, till that of Leydcn, 1691, in vo.

The title-page runs thus: "
Polysni Strategematum libri octo,

Jufro Vulteio interprete, Pancratius Maafvicius recenfuit, Ifaaci

Cafauboni nee non fuas notas adjecit/'

[p] Fabric. Bibl. Grace, vol. iii.

VOL. XII. Y We
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We fee in this work various ftratagems of above three hnn-

dred commanders and generals of armies, chiefly Greeks and
Barbarians : for the Romans feldom ufed thefe kinds of finefles ;

and Polyaenus has {hewn further, that he was not well verfed

in Roman affairs. A great number of thefe itratagems appear
ridiculous or impracticable ;

and neither the generals, nor even

common foldiers of our days, would be found fnnple enough
to be caught by them. The book is chiefly of uie to thole

who ftucly the Greek language and antiquity: for many things
are occaiionally mentioned in it, which ferve to illuftratc the

cuiloms, and trace the opinions of ancient times. The fixth

and feventh books are imped"-.

Polyasnus compofed other works befides the "
Strategemata."

iStobasus has produced fome paHagcs out of a book " De Re-

-publica Macedonum j" and Suichs mentions a piece concern-

ing
"

Thebes," and three books of " Tactics." If death

had not prevented, he would have written " Memorabilia of
the emperors Antoninus and Verus:" for he makes a promife
of this in the preface to his fixth book of Stratagems. Ca-

faubon, in the dedication of Polyoenus to Mornaeus, calls him
f( an elegant, acute, and learned writer."

POLiBIUS, an ancient historian of Megalopolis, a city of

Arcadia [CL], was the fon of Lycortas, general of the Acha-
. ians, who were then the moil powerful republic in Greece*

He was born in the fourth year of the !4-3d Olympiad, or in

the 548th of .the building of Rome, or about 200 years before

Chrift; and began to flourifli in the times of Ptolemy Philo-

rnetor. When ne was twenty-four years of age, the Achaians
fent him and his father Lycortas ambafTadors to the king of

Egypt ;
and the fon had afterwards the fame honour, when he

, was deputed to go to the Roman conful, who made war upon
king Perfeus in Thefialy. In the confulihips of ./Emilius P.ttus

and Julius Pennus, a thoufand Achaians were fummoned to

Rome, that (late being fufpedted of deiigns againft the Romans ;

and were there detained feventeen years. Polybius was one of

them, and was then thirty-eight years of age. He had great
talents from nature, which were well cultivated by education :

ret that flroke of fortune, which carried him to Rome, was of

valt advantage to him
;
fmce he owed to it,, not only the belt

part of his "learning, but the important friendfhip he contracted

with Scipio and JLa;lius, both which contributed to form him
into the great hiftorian he afterwards became.
A modern does not eafily conceive the pains the bed authors

among the ancients took to qualify themfelves for writing hif-

tory. Polybius not only read, and thought, and converfed with

[<v_] Voflius de Grascis hllloiicls, cap. xix. and, Fabric. Bibl. Grsec. vol. ii.

every
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every body that could direct him to records, or give him in-
formation ;

but he travelled alfo. He thought he could make
no ex-act description of places, nor depend enough on the credit
of memorials, unlefs he had examined every thing upon the

fpot ; and this feems to have been deemed neceflary to an an-
cient hiftoriographer: on which account, Plautus makes Mcf-
fenio fay to Menechmus, that " unlefs they had a delign to
write hiftory, he thought they had feeu enough of the world :

: '

"
quin nos hinc domum redimus, nili hiftoriarn fcripturi

fumus." Polybius refolved therefore to be well acquainted with

many places, as well of Europe, as of Afia and Africa : and
he ufed Scipio's authority to procure veiTels fit to fail on the
Atlantic ocean. It is certain alfo, that he patted tjie Alps, and
one part of Gaul, in order to reprefent Hannibal's paiTage into

Italy with accuracy; and fearjng.to omit the leait circumftance
of Scipio's actions, he travelled all over Spain, and flopped par-

ticularly atNew Carthage, that he might fludy more carefully the

fituation of it. Befides thefe travels exprefsly for that purpofe,
he was led by his connections at Rome to vifit many countries.

He attended Scipio when Carthage was destroyed, and was
with Mummius at the burning of Corinth.

Though Polybius's main point was the hiflory of the Romans,
whofe language he Had learned with great care, and the efta-

blimment of their empire, yet he had in his eye the general

hiftory of the times in which he lived; and therefore he gave
the name of " Catholic or Univerfal" to his hiftory : nor was
this at all inconfiftent with his general purpofe, there being

fcarcely any nations at that time in the known world, which
had not fome difference with, or dependence upon, the Romans.
Of forty books which he compofed, there remain but the firft

five entire
;
with an epitome of the twelve following, which

is fuppofed to have been made by that great afTertor of Roman

liberty, Marcus Brutus: for Brutus delighted in nothing more

than in reading hiftory ;
and is known to have been fo particu-

larly fond of Polybius, that, even in the laft and moft unfortu-

nate hours of his life, he amufed hfmfelf not only in reading,

but alfo in abridging his hiftory. The fpace of time which this

hiftory includes, is three and fifty years ;
the events of which

Polybius docs not relate till he comes to the third book: for

the two firft are not fo much a part of his hiftory, as an account

of certain affairs, to fcrve by way of introduction to it.

How much this hillorian was valued by the ancients, might
have been certainly known from the number of ftatues erected

to his honour, if Cicero, S'ribo, Jofephr.s, Plutarch, and others.,

had not fpoken of him, as they have done [R], in terms ofr

[*] Hlft. Lib. xxx. ad finem-
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'the higheft applaufe Livy is blamed for having given him thr

cold commendation, as it hath been called, of auctor haud-

quaquam fpernendus,
" an author by no means to be defpifed ;''

and efpecially after he had copied fo very much from him.
But this commendation is not in facl cold

; on the contrary,

according to the ufnal phrafeology of the ancients, it is a very

high eulcgium ;
and fo it appeared to Cafaubon and Voflius".

As to his manner of writing, it feems to have been imiverfally
allowed, that he was not eloquent. Dionyfius of Halicar-

nafius, who was a vtry fevere critic, calls him impolite, and

reproaches him with negligence, both in the choice of his

words, and the ftru&ure of his periods ;
and perhaps he was fo :

but this was owing to the vaft attention he paid to things. It

is certain, there is no hiftorian among the ancients, from whom
more is to be learned with regard to prudence and civil govern-
ment; for it is his grent excellence, not only to relate as an

hiflorian, but to inftruc"l as a philofopher : and certainly this

\vas purfuing the true end of hiftory, which is, or ought to be,

the teaching of philofophy or wifdom by examples. Befides

the five firft books entire, and the abridgement of the twelve

following, there remains excerpta or extracts of this hiftory,

formerly made by Conftantinus Porphyrogeneta : which were
firft publifhed in Greek by Urfinus in 1582, and in Greek and
Latin by the learned Henry Valefius in 1634. It appears far-

ther, from the celebrated letter of Cicero to Lucceius, that he
wrote particularly of the war of Numantia: but nothing of

this kind is come down to the prt-fent time.

Polybius lived to a great age; but concerning the particulars
of his life much cannot be collected. He was highly honoured

by the friendfhip of Scipio; who, when the other holtages from

Achaia were diftributed through the cities of Italy, obtained

leave by his intereft for Polybius to live at Rome. He has been

charged by fome with a want of religion, becaufe, though he

has declared for the wornYip of the gods in a political view, yet
he has Ihewn an utter difbelief of their divinities, and of all

their fables concerning futurity: but, as La Mcthe le Vayer
has well obfervecl [s], they would have done him more juftice
to have fpoken of him as a foul illuminated by heaven in the

darknefs of Paganifm, and who, believing in one only principle
or deity, laughed at all thofe imaginary divinities, which idolatry
had fet up as objects of adoration. He died at eighty-two years
of age, of an iilnefs occafioned by a fall from his horfe, as

Lucian relates in bis Macrobii. His death happened feventeen

years before the birth of Cicero.

[sj Jugcmcnt fur Ics andeijs hiftoricns, &c.

His
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His "

Hiftory," with the "
Epitome," \vas publifhed with a

Latin verfion and notes by Ifaac Cafaubon at Paris, 1609, in

folio, and republifhed at Amfterdam, 1670, in three volumes,
8vo, with additional rotes of James Gronovius and others,
and alfo with the "

Excerpta de legationibus, et virtutibus

ac vitiis;" for the " Extracts of Conftantine," publifhed fepa-

rately by Urfinus and Valefius were upon thofe fubje&s. A
new edition has lately been publifhed by Schweighanifer, in

eight volumes, 8vo, which is now efteemed the beft. It was

printed at Leipfic in 1789.
POLYCARP, an apoftolic father of the Chriftian church,

was born in the reigR of Nero, probably at Smyrna, a city of Ionia

jn Afia Minor, where he was educated at the expence of Califto,
a noble matron of great piety and charity. In his younger years
he is faid to he inftructed in the Chriftian faith by Bucolus8

bifhcp of that place : but, be that as it may, he was unqueftion-

ably a difciple of St. John the Evangelift, and familiarly con-

v'erfed with others of the apoftles. At a proper age, Bucolus

ordained him a deacon and catechift of his church ; and, upon
the death of that prelate, he fucceedul him in the bifliopric.'

To this he was confccratcd by St. John ;
who nlfo directed his

"
Apocalyptical Epiftle" among fix others to him, under the

title of the "
Angel of the Church of Smyrna," [T] where,

many years after the apoftle's death, he was alfo vifited by St.

Ignatius. Ignatius recommended his own fee of Antioch to the

care and fuperin tendency of Polycarp, and afterwards font an

epiftle to the church of Smyrna from Troas, A. C. 107; v\hen

Polycarp is fuppofed to have written his
"

Epiftle to the Philip-

pians," a tranllation of which is prefervcd by Dr. Cave.

From this time, for many year?, hiftory is ftlcnt concerning

him, till fome unhappy differences in the church brought him

into general notice. It happened, that the Quarto-deciman con-

troverfy, about the obfervation of Eafter, began to grow very

high between the eaftern and weftern chu relies each obftinately

iniifting upon their own way, and juftifying thetnfelves by apof-

tolical nradice and tradition. To prevent this fire from break-

ing out into a greater flame, Polycarp undertook a journey to

Rome, that ho might convcrfe .with thofe who v.-er; the main

fupports and champions of the oppof.te party. The fee of that

capital of the Roman empire was thm polfclled by Amcetus ;

and many conferences were held between the two bifhops, each

of them urging apoftolical
tradition for their practice.

But all

was managed peaceably and amicably, without any heat of con-

tention : and, though neither of them could bring
the other into

his opinion, yet they retained their own fentiments without

[T] Revelations, chap, ii-

y o violating
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violating that charity, which is the great and common law of on'r

religion. In token of this, they communicated together at the

holy facrament ; when Anicetus, to do honour to Polycarp, gave
him leave to confecrate the euchariftical elements in his own
church. This done, they parted peaceably, eacrffide efteemirtg
this difference to be merely ritual, and no ways affect, ing ttie

vitals of religion ; but the difpute continued many years in the

church, was carried on with great aniinofity, and ended ru length
in a fixed eftablifhment, which remains to this day, of obferving
Eafler on different days in the two churches : for the Afiatics

keep Eafler on the next Lord's day after the Jcwilh paflbvor,
and the church of Rome the next Sunday after the firft full moon
that follows the vernal equinox. But to return to Polycarp.

During his ftay at Rome, he employed himfelf particularly
in oppoiing the herefies of Marcian and Valentinus. His con-

duct on this occafion is very remarkable, as related by Irenaeus;
who tells us, that, upon Polycarp's paffing Marcian in the ftreet

without the common falutation, the latter cabled out,
"

Polycarp,
own us!" to which the former replied, with indignation,

"
I

own thee to be the firft-born of Satan." To this the fame author

adds, that, when any heretical do&rines were fpoken in his pre-

fence, he would presently flop
his ears, crying out,

" Good God !

to what times haft thou referved me, that I fhould hear fuch

things!" and immediately quitted the place. In the fame zeal

he was wont to tell, that St. John, going into a bath at Ephefus,
and finding the heretic Cerinthus in it, ftarted back inftantly

without bathing, crying out,
" Let us run away, left the bath

fhould fall upon us while Cerinthus, the enemy of truth, is in it."

Thus did Polycarp govern the church of Smyrna with apof-
tolic purity, till he fufFered martyrdom in the feventh year of

Marcus Aurelius, A. C. 167; concerning the manner of which

we have the following account.

The perfecution growing violent at Smyrna, and many having

already fealed their confeflion with their blood, the general out-

cry was,
"
Away with the impious ;

let Polycarp be fought for."

Hereupon Polycarp withdrew privately into a neighbouring vil-

lage, where he lay concealed for fome time, continuing night
and day in prayer for the peace of the church. He \\ as thus

occupied,"when, one night falling into a trance, he dreamed that

his pillow took fire, and was burnt to a(hes
; which, awakening,

he told his friends, was a prophetic prefage, that he mould be

burnt alive for the caufe of Chrilt. Three days after this dream,
in order to

efcape
the fearch which was carried on inceiTantly after

him, he retired into another village : but was no fooner there,

than his enemies were at hand, who having feized upon a couple
of youths (one of whom they forced by Itripes to a confeflion),

were by them conducted to his lodging. He might eafily
have

faved
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faved himfelf by flipping into another houfe ;*b'iit he rcfufed it;

faying,
" The \vi'l of the Lord be done." Accordingly he

came down from his bed-chamber, and fuluted the perfecutors
with a chearful countenance

; and, ordering a table to be fct

with provifions, invited them to partake of them, only requeft-

ing for himfelf oi,e hour for prayer. This being over, he was
fet upon an afs, and fo conducted towards the city. Upon the
road he was met by Herod, an Irenarch or jnftice of the pro-
vince, and his father, who were the main fprings of the perfe-
cution. This rnagi(trate taking him up into his chariot, tried

to undermine his conftancyi and, being defeated therein, thruil

him out of the chariot with fo much violence, that he bruifcd

his thigh vvith the fall. On his arrival at the place of execution,
there came, as is faid, a voice from heaven, faying,

"
Polycarp,

be ftrong, and quit tliyfelf like a man." Being brought before

the tribunal, he was urged to fwear by the genius of, Caefar.
"

Repent," continues the proconful,
" and fay wi;h us, Take

away the impious." Whereupon the martyr looking round the

{tadium, and beholding the crowd with a fevere and angry coun-

tenance, beckoned wirh his hand and looking up to heaven, faid

"with a flgh, quite in another tone than they intended,
" Take

away the impious." At laft, confefling himfelf to be a Chrif-

tian, proclamation was made thrice of his confefTion by the

crier ; whereat the people ihouted out,
" This is the great

teacher of Afia, and the father of the Chriftians
;

this is the

deflroyer of our gods, that teaches men not to do facrifice, or

worfhip die deities." The fire being prepared, Polycarp, at his

own requeft, was not, as ufual, nailed, but only tied to the flake;

and after pronouncing a fhort prayer, with a clear and audible

voice, the executioner blew up the fire, which increasing to a

mighty flame,
" Behold a wonder feen," fays the ancient au-

thor who relales it,
"

by us who were purpofely referved, that

we might declare it to others
;

the flames difpofing thcmfelves

into the refcmblance of an arch, like the fails of a (hip fwelled

with the wind, gently encircled the body of the martyr, who
Hood all the while in the midlt, not like roafled flefh, but like

the gold or filver purified in the furnace, his body fending forth

a delightful fragrancy, which, like frankincenfe, or fome other

coftly fpices, prefented itfdf 10 our f nils. The infidels cxaf-

perated by the miracle, commanded a fpeannan to run him

through vvith a fword : which he had no iooner done,, but fuch

a vaftquantity of blood flowed from the wound, as extinguished

the fire
;
when a dove was feen to fly from the wound, which

fome fuppofe to have been his foul, clothed in a vifiblc fhape at

the time of its departure ful." The Chriilians would have car-

ried

[cl The miraculous pnrt of this ac- in his Free Enquiry," and Defence of
'

.'.. u... .'J with ridicule by MiiUJctnn *it; but fumcthiug is aflfcrcd ui its tavour hy

Y 4 Jortm
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Tied off his body entire, but were not fufTered by the Irenarch,
who commanded it to be burnt to ames. The bones, however,
\vere gathered up, and decently interred by the Chriftians.

Thus died this apoilolical man, on the yth of the Kalends of

May, A. C. 167. The amphitheatre whereon he fuffcred was

remaining in a great meafure not many years ago, and his tomb
is in a little chapel in the fide of a mountain, on the fouth-caf!

part of the city, folemnly vifited by the Greeks on his feflival

day ;
and for the maintenance and repairing of it, travellers were

wont to throw a few afpers into an earthen pot that Hands there

for the purpofe He wrote foine homilies and epiftles, which
are all loit, except that to the "

Philippians," which is a pious
and truly ChriiVian piece, containing ihort and ufdul precepts
and rules of life, and which, St. Jerome tells us, was even in

his time read in the public afTemblies of the Afian churches. It

is of fingular ufe in proving the authenticity of the books of

the New Teftament
;
inafmuch as he has feveral pafTages and

expreflions from Matthew, Luke, the A6ls, St. Paul's Epiftles to

the Philippians, Ephefians, Galatians, Corinthians, Romans,
Theflalonians, Colofiians, ift Timothy, ift Epillle of St. John,
and ill of Peter; and makes particular mention of St. Paul's

Epiftle to the Ephefians. Indeed his whole "
Epiftle" confifts

of phrafes and fentiments taken from the New Teftament [x].
POMBAL (Sebaftian Jofeph CARVALHO), marquis of, a

famous Portuguefe minifter of ftate, whom the Jefuits, whofe
banifhment he pronounced, have blackened by all poflible means,
and others have extolled as a mod able (tatefman. He was born

in 1699, in the territory of Coimbra; a robuft and diftinguifhed

figure leemed to mark him for the profeilion of arms, for which,
after a ihort trial, he quitted the itudies of his native univerlity.
He found, however, a flill readier path to fortune, by marrying,
in fpite of oppofition from her relations, Donna Terefa de

Noronha Almada, a lady of one of the firlt families in Spain.
He loft her in 1739, and being fent on a fecret expedition in

1745 to Vienna, he again was fortunate in marriage, by obtain-

ing the counters of Daun, a relation of the marflial of that

name. This wife became a favourite with the queen of Portugal,
who interefted herfelf to obtain an appointment for Carvalho.

She did not however fuccecd, till after the death of her hufband,

John V. in 1750, Her fon Jofeph gave Carvalho the appoint-
ment of fecretary for foreign affairs, in which fituation he com-

pletely obtained the confidence of the king. His haughtinefs,

Jcrtin, who obferves, that "the ctrcum- [x] Jortin, vol. i. p. 68. who to the

Jtances are fufficient only to create a paufe particulars made out uy Cotclerius, has

nd 4 doubt." Remarks on Eccl. Hift. added one from Galat. iv. z6. and another

Tol. i. from Hebr. iv. 12, 13. See alfo Lard.

ner's Credib. under the *rtit!e Fglycarp.
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as well as fome of his meafures, created many enemies; and in

1758, a confpiracy headed by the duke d'Aveiro, who had been
the favourite of John V. broke out in an attempt to murder the

king as he returned from his caftle of Belcm. The plot being
completely difcoveied, the confpirators were punimed, not only
feverely but cruelly: and the Jcfuits who had been involved in it,

were b^nifhed from the kingdom. At the death of Jofeph, in

1777, Pombal icll into diigrace, and many of the perfons con-
nected with the confpirators, who had been imprifoned from the

time of the difcovery, were releafed. The enemies of Pombal
did not however fucceed in exculpating the principal agents:

though a decree was palled in 1781, to declare the innocence of
thofe who had been rtleafed from prifon. Carvalho was ba-

nifhed to one of his eftates, where he died in May, 1782, in his

eighty-fifth year. His character, as was mentioned above, was

varioufly reprefented, but it was generally allowed that he pof-
fefied great abilities. A book entitled " Memoirs of the Mar-

quis of Pombal" waspublimed at Paris in 1/83; in four volumes

I2mo, but it is not efteemed altogether impartial.

POMET (PETER), born in 1658, obtained great wealth in

the profeilion of a whole-fale druggiit ;
and being appointed to

fuperintend the materia medica in the king's gardens, drew up a

catalogue of all the articles in that collection, with fome that

were preferved in cabinets. He died in 1699 foon after his

work was publilhed, which was in 1694, in folio. It was

entitled,
" A general Hiltory of Drugs," and was republiflied

by his fon in 1735, in two volumes 410. The figures in this

fecond edition are better than thofe of the firtt, and a portrait of

the author is
prefixed.

POMEY (FRANCIS), a Jefuit, moft known for his " Pan-

thetim mythicum," of which an Englifhman, named Tooke,

gave a tranilation, prefixing
his own name, without that of the

author
;
and this book has gone through a valt number of edi-

tions. He died at Lyons, in 1673, at an advanced age. He
had been employed as a teacher of youth at Lyons, and moft ot"

his works arc formed for the ufe of ftudents. They confift of,

a large dictionary, fir.ce fuperfeded bv that of Joubcrt ; a fmall

one in I2mo, entitled
" Flos LatinitatU i"

" indiculus univcr-

falis," a kind of uomenclator ; colloquies; a Treat ife on Parti-

cles ;
and another on the funerals of the ancients ; with a work

on rhetoric. Pomey was well verfed in the Latin authors, but

his publications
would have been more valuable had he been more

attentive to method and exadtnefs.

POMFRET (JOHN), was fon of Mr. Porafret, rector of

Luton in Bedfordlhirc, and born about 1667. He was educated

at a grammar fchool in the country, and thence fcnt to Cam-

bridge ; but to what college is uncertain. There he accom-

phmcd
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plifhed himfelf in polite literature, wrote moft of his poetical

pieces, and took both the degrees in arts. After that, he went
into orders, and was prefented to the living of Maiden in Bed-
fordfhire. About 1703, he came up to London for inflitmion

to a larger and very confiderable living; but was (lopped fome
time by Compton, then bifhop of London, on account of thefe

four lines of his poem, entitled,
" The Choice ;"

" And as I near approach'd the verge of life,

Some kind relation (for I'd have no wife)
Should take upon him all my worldly care,

While I did for a better ftate prepare."

The parenthefis in thefe lines were fo malicioufly reprefented,
that the good biihop was made to believe from it, that Pomfret

preferred a rniftrefs to a wife ; though no fuch meaning can be

deduced, unlefs it be averted, that an unmarried clergyman can-

not live without a midrefs. But the bifhop was foon convinced,
that this reprefentation was nothing more than the efFecl: of

malice, as Pomfret at that time was actually married. The

oppofition, however, which his flanderers had given him, was
not without efFecl ; for, being by this obliged to ftay in London

longer than he intended, he caught the fmall-pox, and died of

it, aged thirty-five.

A volume of his poems were publifhed by himfelf in 1699,
with a very modeft and fenfible preface. Two pieces of his

were publiihed after his death by his Philalethes ; one called
"

Reafon," and written in 1700, when the difputes about the

Trinity ran high ;
the other,

" Dies Noviflima," or,
" The

Laft Epiphany," a Pindaric ode. His verfification is fometimes

not unmufical ;
but there is not the force in his writings which is

neceffary to conftitutc a poet. A dilTenting teacher of his name,
and who publifhed fonie rhimes upon fpiri'ual fubjecls, occa-

froned fanaticifm to be imputed to him; but from this his friend

Philalethes has juftly cleared him. Pomfret had a very ftrong
mixture of devotion in him, but no fanaticifm.

" The Choice," fays Dr. Johnfon,
" exhibits a fyftem of life

adapted to common notions, and equal to common expectations;
Juch a (late as affords plenty and tranquillity, without excluflon

of intellectual plea Cures, reihaps no competition in our Ian*

guage has been oftener perufed than Pomfret's ' Choice.' In

his other poems there is an eafy volubility; the pleafure of

Cmooth metre is afforded to the ear, and the mind is not oppreiTed
with ponderous, or intangled with intricate fentiment. He
pleafes many, and he who plcafes many mufl have merit."

POMPADOUR JANE, ANTOINETTE, POISSON), marchio-

nefs of, the celebrated miftrefs of Louis XV. was the daughter
of a financier, and eaily diitmguimed by the beauty of her per-

ibn,
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fon, and the elegance of her talents. She*wa; married to a
M. d'Etioles when (he attracted trie notice of the king, and

becoming his miflrefs, was created marchionefs of Pompadour
in 1745. Her credit was abundan', and fhe employed it

chiefly
in the patronage of talents, in all branches of the polite arts.

She collected alfo a cabinet of books, pictures, and various
curiofuies. She died in 1764, at the age of forty-four; and,
it is faid with much more Tefignation than could have been

expected of a perfon fo little advanced in yearr, and fo fituated.

Two fpurious works have been attributed to her fjnce her death,
the one, a fct of Memoirs, in two volumes 8vo

;
the other, *

collection of Letters, in three volumes, which have at leaft the

merit of painting her character with fkill. The memoirs attri-

bute to her, in conformity with the popular ideas, much more
influence than fhe actually poflelTed.

POMPEY, or POMPEIUS (CNEIUS), firnamed Magnus,
or the Great, was of a noble Roman family, the fon of Pompeius
Strabo, and Lucilia. He was born the fame year with Cicero,
but nine months later, namely, in the confulmip of Caepio and

Serranus, 105 years before the Chriftian a:-ra. His father was a

general of great abilities, and under him he learned the art of

war. When he was only twenty-three he raifed three legions
which he led to Sylla. Three years after, he drove the opponents
of Sylla from Africa and Sicily. Young as he was he' had

already won the foldiers fufHciently, by his mildnefs and mili-

tary talents, to excite the jealoufy of Sylla, who therefore recalled

him to Rome. His foldiers would have detained him in fpite of

the dictator's orders, but he obeyed, and was rewarded on his

arrival by the name of Magnus, given him by Sylla, and foon

after confirmed unanimoufly by his countrymen. He obtained

alfo the honours of a triumph, which the dictator permitted

rather unwillingly, and was the fir ft inltance of a Roman knight,

who had not rilen to any magiflracy, being advanced to that

elevation. This was in 81 A. C. In a fhort time, he had ob-

tained as much power by the voluntary favour of the people, aj

Sy'la had before by arms: and after the death of that extraor-
.1

*
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dinary man, obliged Lepidus to quit Rome, and then undertook

the war againft S-jr;crii:s in Spain, which he brought to a for-

tunate conclufion. For this victory he triumphed a fecond

time, A. C. 73, being ftill only in the rank of a knight. Not long

afterwards he was chofen con fill. In that office he re-eltabliftcd

the power of the tribunes ; and, in the courfe of a few years,

exterminated the pirates
who infefted the Mediterranean,

gained great advantages againft Tigranes and Mithndates, and

carried his victorious arms into Media, Albania, Iberia, and

the moft important parts
of Alia ;

and fo extended the bou ja-

ries of the Roman empire, that Alia Minor, which before formed
the
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the extremity of it^* provinces, now became, in a manner, the

centre of them. When he returned to receive a triumph for

thefe victories, he courted popularity by difmifling his troops
and entering the city as a private citizen. He triumphed with

great fplendor ; but not feeling his influence fuch as he had

hoped, he united with Ca^far and Craflus to form the firil

triumvirate. He ftrengthened his union with Cxfar by marry-
ing his daughter Julia ; he was deftincd neverthelefs to find in

Csefar not a friend, but too fuccefsful a rival. While Casfar

was gaining in his long Gallic wars a fame and a power that

were foon to be invincible, Pompey was endeavouring to cul-

tivate his popularity and influence in Rome. Ere long they
took directly contrary parties. Pompey became the hope and
the fupport of the Patricians and the fenate, while Czefar was the

idol of the people. On the return of the latter from Gaul, in

the year 51 A. C. the civil war broke out, which terminated, as

is well known, by the defeat of Pompey in the battle of Phar-

falia, A. C. 49, and the bafe afTalTination of him by the officers

of Ptolemy in Egypt. It appears that Pompey had not lefs

ambition than Cxfar, but was either more fcrupulous, or lefs

fagacious and fortunate in his choice of means to gratify that

paffion. He was unwilling to throw off the maik of virtue and

moderation, and hoped to gain every thing by intrigue and the

appearance of tranfcendent merit. In this he might have been

fuccefsful, had he not been oppofed to a man whofe prompt,
and decifive meafures difconcerted his fecret plans, drove things
at once to extremities, and forced him to have recourfe to the

<lecifion of arms, in which victory declared againft him. The
moderate men, and thofe who were lincerely attached to the

republic of Rome, dreaded, almoft equally, the fuccefs of

Pompey and of Ca;far. Cato, who took the mourning habit on

the breaking out of the civil war, had refolved upon death if

Ca.-far fhould be victorious, and exile if fuccefs fliould declare

for Pompey.
POMPJGNAN (JOHN JAMES LE FRANC), marquis of, a

French nobleman, flill more diuMnguiihed by his talents in poetry
than by his rank, was born at Montauban in 1709. He was
educated for the magiftracy, and became advocate-general, and
firft prefident of the court of aids at Montaubaii.; His inclina-

tion for poetry, however, could not be repreifcd, and at the age
of twenty-five he produced his tragedy of Dido, in which he

approved himfelf not only one of the moft: fuccefsful imitators of

Racine, but an able and elegant poet. After this fuccefs at

Paris, he returned to his duties at Montauban, which he fulfilled

in the moft upright manner ; but having fuffered a fliort exile,

on account of fome ftep which difpleafed the court, he became

difgufted with the office of a magiitrate. As he had now alfo

increafed his fortune by an advantageous marriage, he deter-

mined
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mined to remove to Paris, where at firfl he was received as his
virtues and his talents deferved. His fincere attachment to Chrif-

tianity brought upon him a perfection from the
philofophilis,

which, after a time, drove him back to the country. Voltaire
and his atTbciares had now inundated France with their deiflical

tracts, the materialifm of Helvetius in his book de
1'Efprit, had

juft been brought forward in the moil triumphant manner, the
enemies of Chriftianity had filled the Encyclopedic with the poifon
of their opinions, and had by their intrigues formed a powerful
party in the French academy, when the marquis of Pompignan
was admitted as an academician, in 1760. He had the courage,
at his admiflion to pronounce a difcourfe, the object of which
was to prove that the man of virtue and religion is the only true

philofopher. From this moment he was the object of perpetual

perfecution. Voltaire and his aflbciatcs were indefatigable in

pouring out fatircs againfl him: his religion was called hypo-
crify, and his public declaration in its favour an attempt to gain
the patronage of certain leading men. Thefeaccufations, as unjuft
as they were illiberal, mingled with every fpccies of farcaftic wit,
had the effect of difgufting the worthy marquis with Paris. He
retired to his eftate of Pompignan, where he paft the remainder
of his days in the practice of a true philofophy, accompanied by
iincere piety ;

and died of an apoplexy in 1784, at the age of

feventy-five,
molt deeply regretted by his neighbours and depen-

dents. The fhameful treatment of this excellent man, by the

feet which then reigned in the academy, is a ftrong illustration

of their confpiracy againft religion, fo ably detailed by M. Bar-

ruel, in the fir it volume of his Memoirs of Jacobinifm. When
once he had declared himfelf a zealous Chriftian no merit was
allowed him, nor any effort fpared to overwhelm him with dif-

grace and mortification. His compofitions neverthelefs were

and are el'tccmed by impartial judges. His " Sacred Odes,"

notwithstanding the farcafm of Voltaire,
" facred they are, for

no one touches them," abound in poetical fpiiit, and lyric beau-

ties
; though it is confelled alfo that they have their inequalities.

His " Difcourfes imitated from the books of Solomon," contain

important moral truths, delivered with elegance, and frequently

with energy. His imitation of the Georgtcs of Virgil, though
inferior to that of the abbe De Lille, (whofe verfification is the

richeft and mod energetic of modern French writers) has yet

confiderable merit : and his "
Voyage de Langucdoc," though

not equal in eafy and lively negligence to that of Chapellc, is

fuperior in elegance, corrcctnefs, and variety. He wrote alfo

fome operas which were not acted ; and a comedy in verfe, in

one act, called " Les adieux de Mars," which
was^rcprcfented

with fucccfs at the Italian comic theatre in Paris. The marquis

of Pompignan was diftinguilhed alfo as a writer in profc. 1/is

" Eulo-
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Eulogium on the Duke of Burgundy," is written with an

affeding fimplicity. His "
DifTertations," his " Letter to the

younger Racine," and his " Academical Difcourfes," all prove
a found judgement, a cor reft taile, and a genius improved
by careful ftudy of the c la flic models. He produced alfo a
** Tranflation of fome dialogues of Lucian," and Tome " Tra-

gedies of Efchylus," which are very generally etleemed. He
was allowed to be a man of vaft literature, and almoft univerfal

knowledge in the fine arts. Yet fuch a man was to be ill-

treated, and crufhed, if poflible, becaufe he had the virtue to

declare himfelf a partifan of religion. Even his enemies, and
the moft inflexible of them, Voltaire, were unable to deny the

merit of fome of his poetical compofitions. The following
iianza in particular, in " An Ode on the Death of Roufieau,"
obtained a triumph for him in defiance of prejudice. The inten-

tion feems to be to iliuflrate the vanity of thofe who fpcak
agai&ft religion :

Le Nil a vu fur fes rivages
De noirs habitans des deferts

Infuiter par Jeurs cris fauvages
L'Aftre eclatant de 1'umvers.

Cris impuifTans ! fureurs bizarres I

Tandis que ces monftres barbares

PoufToient d'infolentes clameurs,
Le Dien, pourfuivant fa carriere,

V'erfoit des torrens de lumiere

Sur fts obfcurs blafphemateurs.
" Thus on the borders of the NHe, the black inhabitants

infult by their favage cries the ftar of day. Vain cries, and

capricious fury ! But while thefe barbarous mongers fend up
their infolent clamours, the God, purfuing his career, pours
floods of light upon his dufky blafphemcrs"

"
I have hardly

ever feen," fays M. la Harpe,
" a grander idea, exprefled by a

more noble image, nor with a more irnpreiuve harmony of

language. I recited the paflage one day to Voltaire, who

acknowledged that it united all the qualities of the fublime
; and,

when I named the author, ftill praifed it more."

POMPONATIUS (PETER), an eminent Italian philofopher,
was born at Mantua in 1462. He was fo little in flature, that

he was almoft a dwarf; yet pofleired an exalted genius, and was
confideredas one of the greateft philofophers of the age in which
he lived. He taught philofophy, firft at Padua, afterwards at

Bologna, with the higheft reputation. He had frequent difputa-
tions with the famous Achillini, whofe puzzling objections
Would have confounded him, had it not been for his (kill in par-

Tying them by bme witticifm. Nothing can be more advan-

tageous
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tagcous in difpute, than this talent of Pomponatius: by \vhich
a man, who has no found anfwer, may get the laughers ib much
on his fide, that the. confufion due to himfelf will' fall Upon n js

adverfary. His book " De Immortalitate Animae," publiihed
in 1516, occafioned much difcuffion. He maintained in that

work, that the immortality of the foul cannot be proved by
philosophical reafons

; yet declared his firm belief of it, as an
article of iaith. This precaution did not fave him

; many
adverfaries rofe up againft him, who did not fcruple to treat him
as an atheift

;
and the monks procured his book, although he

wrote fcveral apologies for it, to be burnt at Venice. His^book

upon
" Incantations" was alfo thought very dangerous. He

fhews in this, that he does not believe any thirig of magic and

forcery ;
and he lays a prodigious ftrefs on occult virtues in

certain men, by which they produced miraculous effects. He
gives a great many examples of this ; but his adverfaries did not
admit them to be true, or free from the guilt of magic.

Pomponatius died in 1525 [v], according to Paul Jovius, in

his grand climacteric. He married three times, yet had only
one daughter, to whom he left a large fum of money. He ufed
to apply himfelf to the fohition of difficulties fo very intenfely,
that he frequently forgot to eat, drink, fleep, and perform thu

ordinary functions of nature : nay, it made him, as he himfelf

tells us, in his book de Fato, iii. 7. almoft diih acted, and a

laughing-rtock to every one.

POMPONIUS L^ETUS JULIUS), the aflTumed name of an
eminent Italian fcholar of the fifteenth century, whole proper

appellation is ftippoled to have been JFuKi Sartjeverrna. He was
born in Calabria in 1425, an illegitimate offspring of the family
of Sanfcvcrino, for which reafon, it is fuppofed, he the more

fhiclioully concealed his birth and relation/hip. He was a moik

accurate Latin fcholar, but unacquainted with Greek; and fo

fcrupuloufly anxious to preferve the purity of his language, that

he avoided reading the fcriptures for fear, as he laid, of infecting
his ftyle with barbarifm. The truth is, that he was for the chief

part of his life more inclined to heathenifm than chriftianity ;

and is laid even to have celebrated the foundation of the city of

Rome, and to have dedicated altars to Romulus. He changed
his own name and thofe of his fcholars, for fnch as were per-

fectly Roman in form and found
;
'and in all things affected the

manners of the ancients. He has been generally fuppofed to be

the fame with Pomponius Sabinus, whofe notes oa Virgil are

extant ;
but this is denied by Hcym.-, on account of the Greek

contained in thofe annotations. Being acc :
.. >nfpiring

againlt Paul II. he retired for a time to \ : .U return:

[y] .
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Rome after the death of that Pope, and pafled the remainder of

his life in that city. He lived to the age of feventy, and it is

faid that before his death he became a fincere Chriitian* He
wrote an abridgement of the Lives of tlie Casfars from the

Death of Gordian to Juftinian III.; a book on the Rife of

Mahomet; the Life of Statins; on Grammar; on the Roman
Magiftrates, and other works.

PONTANUS JOHN JOVIAN), was born at Cerreto in

1426, and fettled at Naples, where his merit procured him illuf-

trious friends. He became preceptor to Alphonfo the younger,

king of Arragon, to whom he was afterwards ftcretary and

counfcllor of Hate. Having reconciled this prince to his father

Ferdinand, and not being rewarded by the latter as he thought
he deferved, he aimed againll him " A Dialogue on Ingrati-
tude," in which alfo he launched out into the praiftrs of Charles

VIII. of France, his great enemy- Ferdinand had the magna-
nimity to defpife his cenfures, and fuffer him to hold his appoint-
ments. Pontanus died, according to Moreri, in 1503, at the

age of feventy-fevcn, according to others two years later. His

epitaph is famous, and though vain enough in the beginning,
concludes with a fine thought, which feems to have fugg
the (till more fublime clofe of Dr. Foiter's epitaph on himielf.

Sum Johannes Jovianus Pontanus,

Quern ainaverunt bonac Mufas,

Sufpexerunt viri probi,
Honettaverunt Reges, Domini.

Scis jam quis lim, aut quis potius fuerim.

Ego vero te, Hofpes, nofcere in tenebris nequeo,
Sed teipfum ut nofcas, rogo. Vale.

He wrote the "
Hiflory of the Wars of Ferdinand I. and

John of Anjou," and feveral works in profe which were col-

lected at Venice in 1519, making three volumes, quarto. His

poetical works were collected at the fame place in 1533, and

form one volume in 8vo.

POOLE (MATTHEW) [z], an eminent nonconformift ini-

nifter, was fon of Francis Poole, efq; of York, where he was

born in 1624. After a proper education in grammar and lan-

guage, he was fent to Emanucl college in Cambridge, where he

took a mafter of arts degree ;
and falling in with the Prefbyte-

rian opinions concerning ecclefiaftical polity, which then pre-

vailed, he entered into the miniftry, and about 1648 was made
retor of St. Michael le Quern in London. He became fo

famous and of fo much weight with his party, that, in 1658,

[z] Calamy's Account of ejeftcd Miniflas after the Restoration in 1660, vol. ii.

p. 14, General Dictionary.

2 when
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-when he puhlifhed,
" A Model for the maintaining of Students

of choice Abilities at the Univerfity, and principally in order to
the Miniitry," it was accompanied with a recommendation
from the nniverfity, figned by feveral her.ds of houfes in Cam-
bridge, among whom were Cudvvorth, Whitchcot, Worthington,
Dillingham, <5cc. Refilling to comply with the Aft of Unifor-

mity in 1662, lie was ejected from his living; upon which occa-
(ton he printed a piece in Latin, entitled,"" Vox clamantis in

deferto:" he fubmiited, however, to the law, with a commend-
able refignation. Being unmarried, and enjoying a paternal
elhre of i col. a year, he fat down to his fhidies, and refolved

to employ his pen in the fcrvic-e of religion in genera!, without

regard to particular difputes among Protefhn's. With this

view, he drew the defign of a very laborious a:id uftiu! work,
which was pubiifhed by him, 1669, &c. under the title of
**

Synopiis Criticorum Biblicorum," five vols. folio, and met
with a good reception from all parties. In the midft of this

employment, he found leifure to
teitify his zeal againft popery,

in a treatife entitled,
" The Nullity of the Romifh Faith, con-

cerning the Church's Infallibility, 1666," 8vo. When Oates's

depofitions concerning the popifh plot were printed in 1679,
Poole found his name in the li'l of thofe that were to be cut off;

and an incident befel him foon after, which gave him the

greateft apprehenfion of his danger. Having pafled an evening
at alderman Afliurft's, he took a Mr. Chorley to bear him com-

pany home. When they came to the narrow paflage which

leads from Clerkenwell to St. John's-court, there were two men

Handing at the entrance ;
one of whom, as Poole came along,

cried out to the other,
" Here he is:" upon which the other

replied,
" Let him alone, for there is fomebody with him."

As foon as they were pafled, Poole aflced his friend, if he heard

what thofe men faid r and upon his anfwtring that he had,
" Well," reniitd Poole,

"
I had been murdered to-night, if

you had not been with me." It is faid, that, before this inci-

dent, he gave not the lead credit to what was faid in Oates's

depofition ;
but then he thought proper to retire to Holland,

where he died the fame year, in October, not without a fuf-

picion of being poifoned, as Calamy relates.

He publilhed feveral fmall pieces,
befides what has been

mentioned
;
and he alfo wrote a volume of "

Englifh Annota-

tions upon the Holy Scriptures;" but was prevented by death

from going further than the 5'8th chapter of Ifaiah. That

work was completed by others, and published, 1688, in two

vols. folio [A]. Wood obfervcs,
" that he left behind him the

character of a very celebrated critic and cafuift:" and Calamy

[A] Fafti Oxon. vol. U.

VOL. XII. Z tclls
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tells us, that " he was very facetious in converfation, very true
to his friend, very ftrict in his piety, and univerfal in his

charity."
POPE (ALEXANDER) [B], a celebrated Engliih poet, was

defcended from good families, and born June 8, 1688, in the

Strand, where his father was then a hatter. He was taught to

read very early by an aunt, and learned to write without any
affiftance, by copying printed books. The family being of the

Romifh religion, he was put, at eight years of age, under a

prieft named Taverner, who taught him the rudiments of the

Latin and Greek languages together ;
and foon after fent to a

popifh feminary near Winchefter, whence he was removed to a

fchool at Hyde-Park-corner. He difcovered very early an incli-

nation to verfifying ;
and the tranflations of Ogilby and Sandys,

from Virgil and Ovid, firft falling in his way, thefe were his

favourite authors. At twelve, he retired with his parents to

Binfield, in Windfor Foreft ; and there became acquainted with

the writings of Spenfer, Waller, and Dryden. Dryden ftruck

him mo(t, probably becaufe the caft of that poet was moft con-

genial with his own; and therefore he not only ftudied his works

interikly, but ever after mentioned him with a kind of veneration.

He once obtained a tight of him at a coffee- houfe, but never was
known to him : a misfortune, which, in one of his letters to

Mr. Cromwell, he laments in tlitfe pathetic words,
"

Virgilium
tantum vidi."

Though Pope had been under more tutors than one, yet they
were fo infufficient for the purpofe of teaching, that he had

learned very little from them : fo that, being obliged afterwards

to begin all over again, he may juftly be confidercd as one of

the fla#t$t)cui7oij or felf-taught. At fifteen, he had acquired a

readinefs in the two learned languages, to which he foon after

added the French and Italian. He had already fcribbled a great
deal of poetry in various ways ;

and this year fet about an epic

poem, called " Alcander." He long after communicated it to

Atterbury, with a declared intention to burn it
;
and that friend

concurred with him
;

"
chough [c]," adds he,

"
I would have

interceded for the firft page, and put it, with your leave, among
my curiofities." What the poet himfelf obferves upon thefe

early pieces, is agreeable enough ; and (hews, that, though at

firft a little intoxicated with the waters of Helicon, he after-

wards arrived to great fobriety of thinking.
"

I confefs [D~],"

fays he,
" there was a time, when I was in love with myfelf ;

and my firft produftions were the children of felf-love upon
innocence. I had made an epic poem, and panegyrics on all

[B] Biographia Britannica. [c] Atterbury's Epiftolary Correfpondence,
vol. i. [D] Preface to hi; Works.

the
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the princes ;
and I thought myfelf the preateft genius that ever

was. I cannot but regret thefe delightful vifions of my child-

hood, which, like the fine colours \ve fee when our eyes are fhut,
are vanilhcd for ever."

His paftorals, begun in 1704, firft introduced him to the wits

of the time; among whom were Wycherly and Walfh. This
laft gentleman proved a fincere friend to him

;
and told him,

among other things, that there was one way left open for him
to excel his predeceifbrs, which was correclnefs : obferving, that

though we had feveral great poets, yet none of them were cor-

rect. Pope took the hint, and turned it to good account
;
for no

doubt the diftinguiftiing harmony of his numbers was in a great
meafure owing -to it. The fame year, 1704, he wrote the firft

part of his " Windfor Foreft/' though the whole was not pub-
Hihed till 1 7 10. In 1708, he wrote the "

EfTay on Criticifm ;"

which production was juftly efteemed a mafter-piece in its kind,
and (hewed not only the peculiar turn of his talents, but that

thofe talents, young as he was, were ripened into perfe&ion.
He was then not twenty years old

;
and yet the maturity of judge-

ment, the knowledge of the world, and the penetration into

human nature, difplayed in that piece, were fuch as would have

done honour to the greateft abilities and experience.
But whatever may be the merit of the "

ErTay on Criticifm,"
it was (till furpafled, in a poetical view, by the "

Rape of the

Lock," firft completely publiftied in 1712. The former ex-

celled in the didaclic ftyle, for which he was peculiarly formed;
a clear head, ftr.mg fcnfe, and a found judgement, being his

charadteriftical qualities: but it is the creative power of ima-

gination, that conflitutes what is properly called a poet; and

therefore it is in the "
Rape of the Lock," that Pope moll

flrongly difplays "his poi-tical
talents. In 1713, he gave out

propofais for publilhing a transition of " Homer's Iliad," by

Jublcription ;
in which all parties concurred

^
fo heartily, that

he acquired a coniiderable fortune by it. The fubfcription

amounted to 6oool. befides 1200!. which Lintot, the book feller,

gave him for the copy. Addifon is faid to have facretfy oppofed

him, and to have tranilated, himfelf, the firft book of the Iliad ;

which was afterwards published under Tickell's name, with a

view of difgracing his. Popt- had long -r.:kl an awful veneration

to this rival, the confcioufnefs of which probably gave now a

keener edge to his refentment : but, though this apparent treachery

hurt him exceedingly, yet he managed it very difcrcetly ; and

at laft revenged it in thofe fevere but excellent lines, the juftice

of which has been ftrongly contefted by many able writers.

Pope's finances being now in good condition, he purchafcd a

houfe at Twickenham ;
and removed there, with his father and

Bother, in I7IS: where the former died about two years after.

Z -2 As
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As he was a Papift, he could not purchafe, nor put his money to

intereft on real fecurity; and, as he adhered to the caufe of king
James, he made it a point of confcience not to lend it to the new

government : fo that, though he was worth n ar 2o,oool. when
he laid afide bufmefs, yet living afterwards upon the capital, he

left but a flender fubftance to his family. His fon, however,
did not fail to improve it to the utmoit : he had already acquired
much by his publications, and he was very attentive to acquire
more. In 1717, he published a collection of all he had printed

feparately; and proceeded to give a new edition of Shakfpeare,
\vhich, being publiihed in 1721, difcovered that he hadconfulted
his fortune more than his fame in that undertaking. The
" Iliad'' being finifhecl, he engaged upon the like footing to

undertake the "
OdylFey." Broome and Fenton tranflau d part

of it, and received 500!. of Pope for their labours. I
T

pubii fhed in the fame manner, and on the fame conditions TO

Lintot, excepting that, inftead of 1200!. he had but 6ool. for

the copy. This work being finifhcd in 1725, he was afterwards

employed with Swift and Arbuthnot in printing fome volumes

of " Mifcellanies." About this time, he narrowly efcaped

lofing his life, as he was returning home in a friend's chariot
;

wKich, on palling a bridge, happened to be overturned, and

thrown with the horfes ir.to the river. The glalTes were up,

$nd he not able to break them : fo that he had immediately been

drowned, if the poftillion had not broken them, and dragged him
out to the bank. A fragment of the glafs, however, cut him fo

defperately, that he ever after loft the ufe of two of his ringers.

In 1727, his " Dunciad" appeared in Ireland, and the year
after in England, with notes by Swift, under the name of Scrib-

lerus. This edition was prefcnted to the king and queen by
fir Robert Walpole, who, probably about this time, offered to

procure Pope a penfion, which however he refilled, as he had

formerly done a propofal of the fame kind made him by lord

Hal li fax. He greatly cultivated the fpirit of independency; and
"

Unplaced, unpenfioned, no man's heir or Have," was fre-

quently his
bo|(l.

He fomewhere obferves, that the life of an

author is a (late of warfare : and he has ihewn himfelf a com-

plete general in this kind of war. He long bore the infults and

injuries of his enemies, but at length, in the "
Dunciad,"

revenged himfelf upon them altogether. Even Gibber, who
was afterwards advanced to be the hero of it, could not forbear

owning, that nothing was ever more perfect and finifhed in its

kind, than this poem [E !.

In 1729, by the advice of lord Bolingbroke, he turned his

pen to iubjeds of morality; and accordingly we find him, with

[E] Epiille to Mr. Pope.

the
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le affiftance of that noble friend, who at the fame time mifled him
on many philofophical points, employed this year on the "

Eilay
on Man." The following extradl of a letter to Swift tlifcovers

the reafon of his
lordfliip's advice : "Bid him," fays Boling-

broke,
" talk to you of the work he is about, I hope, in good

earneft
;

it is a fine one, and will be, in his hands, an original.
His fole complaint is, that he finds it too eafy in the execution.
This flatters his lazinefs : it flatters my judgement ;

who always
thought, that, univerfal as his talents are, this is eminently and

peculiarly his, above all the writers I know, living or dead ;
I

do not except Horace." Pope tells the dean, in the next letter,

that " the work, lord Bolingbroke fpeaks of with fuch abundant

partiality, is a fyflem of ethics, in the Horatian way." In pur-

Fuing the fame delign, he wrote his " Ethic Epiftles :" the fourth

of which,
"
Upon Tafte," giving great offence, as he was fup-

pofed to ridicule the duke of Chandos under the character of
** Timon," is faid to have led him to write his "

Satires,"

which he continued till 1739. He ventured to attack perfons of

the higheft rank, and fet no bounds to his fatirical excurfions.

A genuine collection of his " Letters" was published in 1737.
In 1738, a French tranflation of the "

EfTay on Man," by
the abbe Refnel, was printed at Paris

;
and Mr. Croufaz, a

German profeflor, animadverted upon this fyflem of ethics,

which he reprefented as nothing but a fyftem of materialifm.

Warburton wrote a Commentary upon the EfTay; in which he

defends it againft Croufaz, whofe objections he fuppofes to be

owing to the faultiiu-fs of Refnel's tranflation. The poem was

republifhed in 1740, with the Commentary. Pope now added a

fourth book to the Dunciad, which was fidt printed feparately, in

174.2 ; but in the enluing year, the whole poem came out together,

as a fpecimen of a more corredl edition of his works. He had

made fomc progrefs in that defign, but did not live to complete
it. He had all his life long been fubject to the head-ach ;

and

that complaint, which he derived from his mother, was now

greatly increafed by a dropfy in his breaft, under which he ex-

pired the 3oth of May, 1744, in his nfty-fixth year. In his

will, dated Dec. 12, 1743, mifs Biount, a lady to whom he

was always devoted, was made his heir during her life; and,

among other legacies, he bequeathed to Warburton the property

of all fuch of his works already printed, as he had written or

fhould write commentaries upon, and hnd not been otherwife dif-

pofed of or alienated; with this condition, that tluy were pnb-

liihed without fubfcqucnt alterations. In difcharge of this trull,

that learned man gave a complete edition of all Pope's works,

1751, in nine volumes, 8vo.

A work, entitled,
" An E% on the Writings and Genius

Pope," bv Dr. Warton, the hrft volume of which was pub-
Z 3

lifhcd
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lifhed in 1756, and the fecond in 1782, will be read with
the greateft pleafure by thofe, who defire to know more of the

perfon, character, and writings of this excellent poet. Lord

Orrery thus fpeaks of him in his Life of Swift: " If we may
judge of him by his works, his chief aim was to be efteemed a man
of virtue. His letters are written in that ftyle ;

his laft volumes are

all of the moral kind; he has avoided trifles, and confequently
has efcaped a rock which has proved very injurious to Dr. Swift's

reputation. He has given his imagination full fcope, and yet
has preferved a perpetual guard upon his conducl. The con-

ftitution of his body and mind might eafily incline him to the

habits of caution and referve. The treatment which he met
wi;. ^towards, from an innumerable tribe of adverfaries, con-

fi, ;fit this habit; and made him flower than the dean, in pro-

nouncing his judgement upon perfons and things. His profe-
writir.^s are little lefs harmonious than his verfc

;
and his voice,

in common converfation, was fo naturally muiical, that I re-

member iif-neft Tom Southern ufed to call him the little night-

ingale. His manners were delicate, eafy, and engaging; and

he treated his friends with a politenefs that charmed, and a

generofity that was much to his honour. Every gueft was made

happy within his doors, pleafure dwelt under his roof, and ele-

gance prefided at his table."

The admirable account of his life and writings by Dr. John-
fon, with the mafterly parallel drawn by that able critic between

him and Dryden, muft long fuperfede all other efforts on the

fubjedl, but are too well known to require that any part of them
fhould be inferted here. A new tribute to the fame and merits

of Pope has lately been given, in the excellent edition of his

works prepared by Dr. Warton
;
whofe Eilay on his writings

above-mentioned, had long convinced the world that no man
could be better qualified for fuch a tafk. The following infcrip-

tion, in a copy of his works printed in 1717, 4-to, and prefented
to Mr. Bethel, may ferve at once as a fpecimen of his Latin

compofition, and an additional proof of his known friendfhip
for that worthy man.

Viro antiqua probitate et amicitia prasdito,

Hugoni Bethel, Munufculum Alexandri Pope.
Te mihi junxerunt nivei finecrimine mores,

Simplicitafque fagax, ingenuufque pudor,
Et bene nota fides, et candor frontis honeftas,

Et ftudia a ftudiis non aliena meis.

"The Copy is ftill preferved in the family of Mr. Bethel, with this

infcription, in the hand-writing of the poet.
POPHAM (SiR JOHN), an Englifh lawyer of great emi-

nence, was the eldeft fon of Edward Popham, efq; of Hunt-
worth in Somerfetfhire, and born in 1531. He was fome time

a fludent
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a ftudent at Baliol college in Oxford, being then, as Wood fays
given at leifure hours, to manly fports and exercifes. When 'he
removed to the Middle Temple, he is faid at firft to have led a
diffipated life, but applying diligently afterwards to the ftudy of
the law, he rofe to fome of its higheft honours. He was made
ferjeant at law about 1570, folicitor-general in 1579, attorney-
general in 1581, when he alfo bore the office of treafurer of the
Middle Temple. In 1592, he was promoted to the rank of
chief juftice of the court of King's-bench ; not of the common-
pleas, as, from fome expreflions of his own, has been errone-

oufly fuppofed [G]. At the fame time he was knighted. In
1601 he was one of the lawyers detained by the unfortunate earl
of Efiex, when he formed the abfurd project of defending him-
felf in his houfe ; and on the earl's trial gave evidence againft
him relative to their detention. He died in the year 1607, at
the age of feventy-fix, and was buried at Wellington in 'his
native country, where he had always refided as much as his
avocations would permit. He was efteemed a fcvere judge in
the cafe of robbers, but his feverity was well-timed, as it reduced
the number of highwaymen, who before had greatly infefted the

country. His works are, i. " Reports and Cafes, adjudged in

the Time of Queen Elizabeth," folio, London, 1656. 2. " Re-
folutions and Judgements upon Cafes and Matters agitated in all

the Courts at Weftminfter in the latter End of Queen Eliza-

beth," 4to, London.
PORDENONE (Giovanni Antonio LICINIO), known by

the former name, from the village of Pordenone, about twenty-
five miles from Udino, in which he was born in 1484, had a

Itrong talent for hiftorical painting, which he carried to a high

degree of perfection, without any other aid than the careful ftudy
of the works of Giorgone. He painted at firft in frcfco, but

afterwards in oil, and was particularly diftinguifhed by his {kill

in forefliortening his figures. His invention was fertile, his

tafte good, his colouring not unlike that of Titian, and his

defigns had the merit of uniting force and eafe. A ftrong emu-
lation fubfifted between him and Titian, and it is certainly no
fmall commendation of him to fay, that he was able to fuftain

any competition with fuch a mafter. It is faiH, however, that they
who endeavoured to fupport him in this rivaHhip, were actuated

by malignity and envy towards Titian. It is related alfo, that

when he worked in the fame town with Titian, he was fo afraid

of the effedts of his jealoufy, that he never walked out without

arms offenfive and defenfive. Pordenone painted at Genoa for

prince Doria, but did not there give entire latisfaclion ; he then

returned to Venice, and was afterwards invited to Ferrara by the

duke of that ftate, from whom he received many fignal marks

[o] See Brrlienhout's Biogr. Lit. p. 170, cote b*

Z 4 Cf
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of favour and efteem. He died in 1540, at the age of fifty-fix,
and his death has been by fome authors attributed to poifon given
by fome painters at Ferrara, jealous of the diftindions he

received at court. He had a nephew who was called young
Pordenone.
POREE (CHARLES), a French Jefnit, of great genius, was

born in 1675, and entered into that fociety in 1692. He was

profeifor ot the belles lettres, of rhetoric, and of theology, fuc-

cefiively ; and (hone exceedingly in every department. He was-

a trainer of youth all his life
; and, it is prefumed, that no man

ever exceeded him in this employment. This Voltaire fays of

him ;
and adds, that " he was eloquent after the ftyle and tafte

of Seneca; a very beautiful pott: but that his grealelt merit

conlifted in infpiring his pupils with the love of learning and

virtue [H]." He died in 1741. There are orations, comedies,

tragedies, and poems of feveral kinds by him in Latin. His
brother Charles-Gabriel was allo eminent as a writer.

PORPHYRIUS, a philolbpher of great name among the

ancients, was born A. D. 233, in the reign of Alexander
Severus [i]. He was of Tyre, and had the name of Malchus,
in common with his father, who was a Syropheenicum. St.

Jerome and St. Auguftin have called him Batancotes: whence
.Fabricius fufpets, that the real place of his nativity was Ba-

tanea, a town of Syria; and that he was carried thence with a

colony to Tyre. He went to Athens, where he had the fa-

mous Longinus for his mailer in rhetoric, who changed his

Syrian name Malchus, as not very pleafmg to Grecian ears,

into that of Porphyrius, which anfwers to it in Greek. After-

wards he proceeded to Rome, where, at thirty years of age, lie-

heard Plotinus
;
whofe life he has written, and inferted in it

many particulars concerning himfelf. Five years after, he

went to refide at Lilybxum in Sicily, on which account he is

fomctimes called Siculus : and here, as Eufebius and Jerome
relate, he compofed thofe famous books againft the Chriftians*

which, for the name and authority of the man, and for the

.acutenefs and learning with which they wtrc^vrittcn, were after-

wards thought fo conlidcrable, as to be fuppretTed by particular

edicts, under the reigns of Conftantine and Theodoiius. Some
have furmifed, that thefe books are ftill extant, and fecretly pre-
ferved in the duke,of Tufcany's library: but, there is little doubt

that they were deitroyed by the miltaken zeal of the Chriftians.

The circumftances of Porphyry's life, after his arrival in Sicily,
are little known

; except that he died at Rome, towards the

end of Dioclefian's reign, when he was above feventy. Some
have imagined that he was in the early part

of his life a Chrif-

tian, but afterwards, through fome dilguii: or other, dderteJ

[H] EflVi fur PHiftoirc, ffc. torn. vii. [i] Fabric. Biblioth. Crsc, torn. iv.

*. Holftenius dc vit. & fcript. Porphyrii Ibid, fubjunft.

that
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that profefHon, and grew exceedingly bitter againft it: while
others have hinted, that he

embraced/Chriftianity when he was
old, and after he had written with great acrimony againft it.

There is little foundation for the fdrmer of thefe opinions, ex-
cept that in his youth he was familiarly acquainted with Origen ;
whofe great and extenfive reputation had drawn him to Alex-
andria. With refpecl to the latter, Eunapius, who wrote a Life
of Porphyry, which is ftill extant, after obferving that he lived
to be extremely old, fays, "hence it came to pafs, that many
things in his later writings contradict what he had advanced in
his former

;
whence I cannot but fuppofe, that, as he grew older,

he changed his opinions :

"
yet there is no reafon to conclude, that

the change here alluded to was from Paganifm to
Chriftianity.

Porphyry wrote a great number of books, the far greater
part of which have perifhed. Some have wifhed that his books

againft the Chriftians had come down to us, becaufe they are

firmly perfuaded that, among innumerable blafphemies againft
Chrift and his religion, which might eafily have been confuted,

many admirable things would have been found. This, indeed,

may reafonably be fuppofed ;
for Porphyry was not only at the

head of the later Platonifts, and on that account called by way
of dillin<Stion

" the philofopher," but he was confummate in

all kinds of ^earning and knowledge. Some of his works
remain: and the four following,

" De abftinentia ab efu ani-

malium ;"
" De vita Pythagoras;" "Sentential ad

intelligi-
bilia ducentes ;"

" De Antro Nymphorum ;" with a fragment" De Styge," preferved by Stobseus, were printed at Cam-

bridge in 1655, 8vo, with a Latin verlion, and the Life of

Porphyry fubjoined, by Lucas Holftenius. The " Life of

Pythagoras," which however is but a fragment, has fince been

published by Kufterus, at Amfterdam, 1707, in 4to, in con-

junction with that written by Jamblichus, who was a difciple

of this philofopher. It ihould have been obferved, that the above

pieces of Pythagoras, printed at Cambridge, were publiihcd

jointly with Epictetus and Arrian's Commentary, and the

Tabula Cebetis.

PORTA (JOHN BAPTISTA), a Neapolitan gentleman, who

made himfelf famous by his application to letters and to fcience ;

particularly mathematics, medicine, and natural hiftory. He
was born in 144.5, and becoming eminent for his knowledge,

held a kind of literary aflembly at his houfe, in which, ac-

cording to the notions of thofe times, they treated occalionally

on the fecrets of magic. The court of Rome on this account

forbid thefe meetings, but his houie was always the id.

literary men, foreign as well as Neapolitan. He compofed

dramas, both tragic and comic, which had iomc. iuccefs

the time, but are not now extant. He di^d in the year i

ihe
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The chief of his works now extant are, r.

" De Magia na-

turali," I2mo, Amfterdam, 1664; a work in which he teaches

how to produce wonderful effects by natural caufes
; but in

which are fome extravagances. 2. " De Phyfiognomia,
"

printed at Leyden in 410, 1645. He judges of the phyfiog-

nomy of men chiefly by comparing them to different animals ;

and with his other fancies mixes thofe of judicial aftrology.

3.
" De occultis literarum notis ;" in which he treats of the

modes* of writing in cypher ;
which he does with great co-

pioufnefs and diligence. 4.
"
Phytognomica," a pretended

method of knowing the inward virtues of things by infpe&ion,

1583, folio, Naples. 5.
" De Diftillationibus," Rome, 410.

To him is attributed the invention of the Camera Obfcura,
which was perfected by s'Gravefande. He is faid to have

formed the plan of an Encyclopaedia.
FORTES (PHILIP DES), a poet to whom much of the im-

provement of the French language is attributed ; was born at

Chartres in 1546, whence he went to Paris. Attaching him-
felf there to a biihop who was going to Rome, he gained an

opportunity of vifiting that city, and acquiring a perfect know-

ledge of the Italian language. When he returned to France, he

applied himfelf entirely to French poetry, and was one of the

few poets who have enjoyed great affluence, ^hij advantage he
owed in part to the great liberality of the princes by whom he
was protected. Henry III. of France gave him io,oco crowns,
to enable him to publilh his firfl works. Charles IX. pre-
fented him with 800 crowns of gold for his poem of Rodomont.
The admiral de Joyeufe gave him an abbey for a fonnet. Be-
iidcs which he enjoyed benefices to the amount altogether of

10,000 crowns a year. Henry III. even honoured him with
a place in his council, and confultod him on the mod important
affairs. It is faid, that he refufed fcveral bifhopricks; certain

it is, that he loved folitude and retirement, which he fought
as often as he could. He was very liberal to other men of

letters, and formed a large library, to which he gave them the

utmoft freedom of accefs. Some, who were envious of his

reputation, reproached him with having borrowed freely from
the Italian poets; but he was far from denying the charge^
and when a book appeared upon the fubjecl, entitled,

" Ren-
contre des Mufes de France et d'ltalie," he faid,

*' If I had
known the author's defign, I could have furniflied him with

many more inflances than he has collected." After the death

of Henry III. he joined himfelf for a time to the party of the

League, but afterwards repented, and laboured zealoufly to fcrve

the interefts of Henry IV. in Normandy. He fucceeded at

lead in obtaining the friendfhip and elteem of that liberal mo-
narch. He died in 4606. Des Fortes is acknowledged to

have
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have been one of the chief improvers of the French language.
His works confift of fonnets, ftanzas, elegies, fongs, epigrams,
imitations, and other poems; fome of which were hrft pub-
limed in 410, by Robert Stephens, in 1573. A tranflation of
the Pfalms was one of his lateft works, and confcquently one
of the moft feeble. He appears to have loft his fire when it

was compofed. A delightful limplicity is the charaderiftic of his

poetry, which is therefore more perfect when applied to amo-
rous and gallant, than to noble fubjecls. He often imitated and
almoft tran dated Tibullus, Ovid, and other daffies. A few
facred poems are publifhed in fome editions of his Pfalms,
which have little more merit than the Pfalms to which they
are fubjoined.
POSSEVIN (ANTONY], was born at Mantua in 1533, and

entered into the fociety of Jefuits in 1559. As a preacher, he
had diftinguifhed fuccefs, both in Italy and France

;
and having

a very uncommon talent both for languages and for negociation,
he was employed by pope Gregory XIII. in important em-
baflies to Poland, Sweden, Germany, and other parts of Eu-

rope. When he returned to Rome, he laboured to effect a

reconciliation between Henry IV. of France and the court of
Rome. This, however, difpleafed the Spanifh court, by
whom he was compelled to leave that city. He died at Fer-

rara, Feb. 26, 1611, being then feventy-eight years old. Pof-

fevin, though fo deeply fkilled in politics and knowledge of

mankind, was a man of profound erudition and exemplary

piety. The moft important of his works are, i.
" Biblio-

theca fele&a, de ratione ftudiorum," folio, publifhed at Rome
in 1593, and reprinted at Venice in 1603, in 2 vols. folio,

with many augmentations. This work was intended as a ge-
neral introduction to knowledge ;

at once to facilitate the ap-

proach to it, and to ferve as a fubftitute for many books, the

perufal of which the author confidered as dangerous for young
minds. It treats diftinctly of every fcience, with great extent

of learning, but not always with fufficient corredlnefs. 2.

"
Apparatus facer," 2 vols. folio, Cologne, 1607. The in-

tention of this book was to give a general knowledge of the

commentators on the Scriptures, and other theological writers.

Though the catalogues it contains were from the firft imperfe6r.

and ill-digefted,
it was much circulated, as the beft book of the

time. It is now become almoft entirely ufelefs. 3.
" Mof-

covia," folio, 1587; a defcription of Ruilia, the fruit of fome

of his travels. 4. Some controverfial and other theological

books. 5. Some fmaller works, written and publifhed in

Italian.

POSTEL (WILLIAM), a very ingenious but vifionary man,

was by birth a Norman, of a fmall hamlet called Dolcrie ;

1 where
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where he was born in 1510. Never did genius ftruggle with

more vigour againft the extremes of indigence. At eight

years old, he was deprived ot both his parents by the plague :

^Yhen only fourteen, unable to fubfift in his native place, he

removed to another near Pontoife, and undertook to keep a

fchool. Having thus obtained a little money, he went to Paris,

to continue his itudies ; but there was plundered ; and fuffered

fo much from cold, that he langnifhed for two years in an hof-

pital.
When he recovered, he again collected a little money

by gleaning in the country, and returned to Paris, where he

fubfilted by waiting on fome of the iiudents in the college of

St. Barbe ;
but made, at the fame time, fo rapid a progrefs in

knowledge, that he became almoft an univcrfal fcholar. His

acquirements were fo extraordinary, that they became known
to the king, Francis I. who, touched with fo much merit,
under fuch ftngular difadvantages, lent him to the Eaft to col-

lect manufcripts. This commiilion he executed fo well, that

on his return, he was appointed royal profellbr of mathema-
tics and languages, with a conliderable falary. Thus he might
appear to be fettled for lite; but this was not his deftiny. He
was unfortunately for himfelf attached to the chancellor Poyet,
who fell under the difpleafure of the queen of Navarre; and

Poflel, for no other fault, was deprived of his appointments,
and obliged to quit France. He now became a wanderer, and
a viiionary. From Vienna, from Rome, from the order of

Jefuits, into which he had entered, he was fucceilively banilhed

for ftrange and fmgular opinions; for which alfo he was im-

prifoned at Rome and at Venice. Being releafed, as a mad-

man, he returned to Paris, whence the fame caufes again drove

him into Germany. At Vienna he was once more received,

and obtained a profelforfliip ; but, having made his peace at

home, was again recalled to Paris, and re-eftablifhed in his

places. He had previoufty recanted his errors, but relapfing
into them, was banilhed to a monaitery, where he performed
a&s of penitence, and died Sep... 6, 1581, at the age of fe-

venty-one.
Poflel pretended to be much older than he was, and main-

tained that he had died and rifen again; which farce he fup-

ported by many tricks, fuch as colouring his beard and hair,

and even painting his face. For the fame reafon, in moil of

his works, he ityles himfelf, Poftellus rejiltutus. Notwith-

ftanding his ftrange extravagances, he was one of the greateft

geniufes of his time; had a furprifmg quicknefs and memory,
with fo extenfive a knowledge of languages, that he boafted he

could travel round the world without an interpreter. Francis I.

regarded him as the wonder of his age; Charles IX. called him
his philofopher ;

and when he lectured at Paris, the croud of

auditors
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auditors was fometimes fo great, that they could only aflcmble
in the open court of the college, while he taught them from
a window. But by applying himfelf very earneiHy to the Itudy
of the Rabbins, and of the ftars, he turned his head, and ,

way 10 the moft extravagant chimeras. Among thefe, were
the notions that women at a certain period are to have uni-
verfal dominion over men

;
that all the myftcrics of Chrif-

tianity are demonstrable by reafon
;

that the foul of Adam had
entered into his body ; that the angel Raziel had revealed to

him the fecrets of heave'u ;
and that his writings were dictated

by Jefus Chrift hnnfelf. His notion of the univerfal do-
minion of women, arofe from his attachment to an old maid
at Venice, in confequence of which he published a ftrange
book, entitled,

" Des tres-inarvullcufes vi&oires des Femmes
du Nouveau Monde, et comme elles doivent par raifon a tout

le nionde commander, et meme a ceux qui auront la monarchic
du Monde viel," i6mo, Paris, 1553. At the" fame time, he

maintained, that the extraordinary age to which he pretended
to have lived, was occafioned by his total abftinence from all

commerce with that fex. His works are as numerous as they
are itrange ;

and Ibme of them are very fcarce, but very little

deferve to be collected. One of the molt important is entitled,
" De orbis concordia," folio, Bale, 154.4- In this the author

endeavours to bring all the world to the Chriftian faith. It is

divided into four books ;
in the firil of which he gives the

proofs of Chriftianity ;
the fecond contains a refutation of the

Koran; the third treats of the origin of idolatry, and all falfe

religions ;
and the fourth, on the mode of converting Pagans,

Jews, and Mahometans. Of his other works, which are enu-

merated in the French D'.tti'.-nwilre H'Jlorique, to the amount of

twenty-fix articles, many difplay in their very titles the extra-

vagance of their contents; fuch as,
" Clavis abfconditorum a

conftitutione mundi," i6mo, Paris, 1547.
" De ultimo ju-

dicio,
' "

Proto-evangeJiunV &c. Some are on fubjeds of more

real utility.
But the fulldt account of the whole may be

found in a book publimed at Liege in 1773, entitled,
" Nou-

veaux eclairciilcmens fur la Vic et L-s ouvragcs de Guillaunie

Poftel," by father des Billons. The infamous book,
" De

tribus impolloribus," has been very nnjuftly attributed to Poftel,

for, notwithitanding all his wildnefs, he was a believer.

POSTLETHWAYTE (MALACHI;, author of the Englifh
" Commercial Diftionary," in 2 vols. folio, a work much and

juftly erteemed, died in 1767. Of his life we have not been

able to procure any particulars.

POTFNGER JOHN), fon of John Potenger, D. D. (wno

was appointed mafter of Winchefter-fchool Aug. I, 1642, and

died in Dec. 1659) was bop in St. Swithin'sparifb, Winchester,
Jt'ly
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July 2r, 1647, admitted on the foundation of the college in

1658, and thence removed to a fcholarmip of Corpus Chrifti-

college, Oxon, where he took the degree of B. A. and after-

wards entered of the Temple, and was regularly called to the

bar. The office of comptroller of the pipe, which he held to

the day of his death, he purchafed, in 1676, of fir John Ernie,
then chancellor of the Exchequer, whofe daughter he married

Speaking of his father, in one of his writings, he expreflls
himfelf thus: " About the thirteenth year of my age, the

Chriftmas before the return of king Charles the Second, I loft

a loving father; I was not fo young but I was deeply fcnfiblc

of the misfortune, knowing at what an unfeafonable time I

was deprived of him, when he mould have received a reward
for his loyal fufferings. He would often difcourfc with me,

though young, about the unhappy times, and lament the church's

and the king s misfortunes, which made a great imprefiion on
me

; and laid the foundation, I hope, of my being a true fon

of the church of England, and an obedient
ftlbjecr. to my lawful

prince." In 1692 his wife died, leaving him only one daughter,
who, in 1695, was married to Richard Bingham, efq; of Mel-
combe Bingham, in the county of Dorfet. Thither he retired

many years before his death, which happened on Dec. 18,

1733, in the eighty-feventh year of his age. He was buried by
his wife in Blunfden church, in the parim of Highworth,
Wilts. Mr. Potenger alfo puhliihed

" A Paftoral Reflection

on Death," a poem, in 1691 ; and,
" The Life of Agricola,"

from Tacitus, and perhaps other felect pieces ;
but the far

greater part of his works, confiding of "
Poems, EpiOIcs,

Tranflations, and Difcourfes," both in profe and verfe, was
referved only for the entertainment of his private friends, who
yet importuned him to make them public. T-'o original let-

ters to him from Dr. South, are printed in Nichols's Select

Collection of Poems, p. 286.

POTT (PERCIVAL), an Englifli furgeon of the highefl

eminence, was born in Threadneedle-ftreet, London, in De-
cember, 1713. His father dying before he was quite four years
old, he was left in fome degree to the protection and patronage
of Wilcox, bifhop of Rochelfer, who was a diftant relation of

his mother. The profeffion of furgery was his own decided

choice, though the connection above mentioned might natu-

rally have led him to the church; and in 1729, he was bound

apprentice to Mr. Nourfe, one of the furgeons of St. Bartho-

lomew's hofpital, under whom he was profoundly inftructed,

in what at that time was taught only by a few, the fcience of

anatomy. His fituation brought with it an abundance of prac-
tical knowledge, to which his own induftry led him to add all

that can be gained from a fugacious and careful perufal of the

early
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early writers on furgery. Thus qualified, he was

admirably-
calculated to reform the fuperfluous and awkward modes of

practice which had hitherto difgraced the art. In 1736, havino-
iinilhed his apprenticefhip, he took a houfe in Feachurdi-ftreet,
and quickly was diftinguifhed as a young man of the molt brilliant

and promiling talents. In 1745, he was elected an affilhnt fur-

geon, and, in 1749, one of the principal furgeonsof St. Bartho-
lomew's hofpital. It was one of the honours of Mr. Pott's life

that he diverted furgery of its principal horrors, by fubftituting
a mild and rational mode of practice, (notwithftanding the oppo
iition ofr the older furgeonsj inftead of the actual cautery, and
other barbarous expedientswhich had hitherto been employed;
and he lived to-enjoy the fatisfation of feeing his improved plan
univerfally adopted. Though he poflefled the moft diftinguilhed
talents for communicating his thoughts in writing, it feems to

have been by accident that he was led to become an author.

Immerfed in practice, it does not appear that hitherto he had
written any thing, except a paper

" on tumours attended with
a foftening of the bones," in the forty-tint volume of the Philo-

fophical Tranfactions: but, in 1756, a compound fracture of
the leg, occaiioned by a fall of his horfe in the ftreets, gave him
leifure to plan, and in part to write, his treatife on ruptures.
The flattering reception of his publications, attached him after-

wards to this mode of employing his talents, fo that he was
feldom long without being engaged in fome work. His leg was
with difficulty preferved, and he returned to the labours of his

profelfion. In 1764, he had the honour of being elected a

fellow of the Royal Society : and in the enfuing year he -began
to give lectures at his houfe, which was then in Watling-ftreet;
but finding it necelfary from the incrcafe of his bufmefs, to

choofe a more central lituation, he removed in 1769 to Lin-

coln's-inn-fields, and in 1777, to Hanover-fquare. His re-

putation had now rifen nearly to the greatelt height, by means

of his various publications, and the great fuccefs of his prac-

tice. He was univerfally confulted, and employed by perfons

of the fir(t rank and fituation; and received honorary tributes

to his merit from the royal colleges of furgeons at Edinburgh,

and in Ireland. In 1787, he refigne'l the office of furgeon to

St. Bartholomew's hofpital,
" after having ferved it," as he

expretfed himfelf,
" man and boy, for half a century;" and,

in December, 1788, in confcquence of a cold, caught by going

out of town to a patient in very fevere weather, he died, at the

age of feventy-five.
The genius of Mr. Pott was certainly of the nrlt on

As an author, his language is corre.a, itrong, and animated.

There are few inftances, if any, of fuch claflical elegance

united with fo much pradical knowledge and acutenefs.

reading
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reading was by no means confined to profefTional works, but

was various and extenfive ;
and his memory fuffered nothing to

etcape. As a teacher he acquired the faculty of fpeaking rea-

dily, with great point and energy, and with a mofl harmonious
and expreiTive elocution. As a practitioner in furgery, he had
all the eflential qualifications ; found judgement, cool determi-

nation, and great manual dexterity. The following is a lift of
his works: i.

" An Account of Tumours which foften the

Bones," Philof. Tranf. 1741,. No. 459. 2. " A Trcatife on

Ruptures, "8vo, 1756, fecond edition, 1763. 3.
" An Account

of a particular Kind of Rupture, frequently attendant upon new-
born Children, and fometimes met with in Adults," 8vn, 1756.
4.

" Obfervations on that Diforder of the corner of the Eye com-

monly called Fiftula Lachrymalis," 8vo, 1758. 5.
" Obferva-

tions on the Nature and Coniequences of Wounds and Contufions
of the Head, Fractures of the Skull, Concuffions of the Brain,"
&c. 8vo, 1760. 6. " Practical Remarks on the Hydrocele,
or Watry Rupture, and fome other Difeafes of the Tefticlc,
its Coats and Veffels. Being a Supplement to the Treatife on

Ruptures," 8vo, 1762. 7.
" An Account of an Hernia of

the Urinary Bladder including a Stone," Philofoph. Tranfact.

vol. liv. 1764. 8. " Remarks on the Difeafe commonly called

a Fiftula in Ano," 8vo, 1/65. 9.
" Obfervations on the Na-

ture and Confequences of thole Injuries to which the Head is

liable from external Violence. To which are added, fome lev/

general Remarks on Fractures and Dislocations," 8vo, 1768.
This is properly a fecond edition of No. 5. 10. " An Ac-
count -of the Method of obtaining a perfect or radical Cure of
the Hydrocele, or Watry Rupture, by Means of a Seton,"8vo,

1772. ii. "
Chirurgical Obfervations relative to the Cataract,

the Polypus of the Nofe, the Cancer of the Scrotum, the dif-

ferent kinds of Ruptures, and the Mortification of the Toes
and Feet," 8vo, 1775. 12. " Remarks on that Kind of Palfy
of the lower Limbs which is frequently found to accompany a

Curvature of the Spine, and is fuppofed to be caufed by it;

together with its Method of Cure," 8vo, 1779. 13.
" Fur-

ther Remarks on the ufelefs State of the lower Limbs in confe-

quence of a Curvature of the Spine, "being a fupplement to the

f rmer treatife, 8vo, 1783. Thefe works v/ere published collec-

tively by himfelf, in quarto ; and fince his death, in 3 vols. 8vo,

by his fon-in-law, Mr. Earle, with occallonal notes and ob-

fervations, and the laft corrections of the author. This edition

was publifhed in 1790; and Mr. Earle has prefixed a life of

Mr. Pott, from which the prefent account is taken.

We are affured, that Mr. Pott was no lefs amiable in pri-
vate life than eminent in his profefllon. While his mother

lived, he declined matrimonial engagement ; but, in 1746,
foon
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foon after her death, he married the daughter of Robert Crut-

tenden, efq; by whom he had four fons, and as many daughters.

Diligent as he was in his profeffion, he never fuffered his atten-

tion to its avocations to interfere with the duties of a hr.fband,
or a father : but though he was pleafmg as a companion, his

proleflional manners had much of the roughnefs of the old
fchool of furgcry. In his perfon he was rather lower than the

middl&Uize, with an exprellive and animated countenance. For
the chief part of his life his labours were without relaxation ;

but latterly he had a villa at Neafden, and ufually pafled about
a month at Bath, or near the fea.

POTTER (CHRISTOPHER), a learned Englifh divine, was

nephew of Dr.. Barnabas Potter, bifhop of Carlifle
; and born

in Weftmorland about 1591. He was admitted of Queen's-

college, Oxford, in 1606, where he took, in due time, the

degrees in arts and divinity. He was firft made a fellow, and
in 1626 fucceeded his uncle as provoft of his college. Though
a zealous puritanical preacher, he became at length an adherent

to Laud. In 1628, he preached a fermon at Ely-houfe, upon
the confecration of his uncle; who,

"
though a thorough-paced

Calvinift," fays Wood, was made bimop of Carlille by the

endeavours of Laud. In 1633, he publimed,
" An Anfwer to

a late Popiih Pamphlet, intituled,
"

Charity Miftaken:" (See
KNOT and CH1LLINGWORTH), which he wrote by the

fpecial order of Charles I. whofe chaplain he was. In 1635,
he was promoted to the deanery of Worcefter; and, in 164.0,

became vice-chancellor of Oxford, in the execution of which

office he met with fome trouble from the members of the long

parliament. Upon the breaking out of the civil wars, he fent

all his plate to the king ;
and declared, that he would rather,

like Diogenes, drink out of the hollow of his hand, than that

his majefty fhoukl want : and he afterwards fuffered much for

the royal caufe. He was nominated to the deanery of Durham,

Jan. 1646 ;
but was prevented from being inftalled by his death,

which happened at his college in March following. He was

learned, and of exemplary life and converfation. Dr. Gerard

Lantjbame, who fucceeded him in the provoftfhip of Quten's-

collcge, married his widow.

POTTER (PAUL), or POTER, a Dutch painter of confi-

dcrable fame, was born at Endmyfen in 1625, and died at

Amiterdam in 1654. He particularly
excelled in landfcape,

and in reprefenting the various effects of a bright fun upon rural

fcenery. As his views are all taken in Holland, they reprefent

uniformly a flat country, without any boldncfs or variety of

features. His human figures are indifferent, and therefore very

fparinolv introduced, but his cattle and other animals, have all

VoI.'XII. A a the
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the truth and perfection that can be imagined. His pictures art

father fcarce, except in Holland.

POTTER (JOHN), archbifhop of Canterbury, and a very
learne man, was ion of Mr. Thomas Potter, a linen-draper
at Wakefield in Yorkfhire: where he was born about 1674.

Being put to fchool there, he made an uncommon progrefs
in Greek ; and, at fourteen, was fent to Univerfity college
in Oxford. At nineteen, he publifhed,

" Variantcs Lecti-

rme-s & Notae ad Plutarchi librum de audiendis poetis ;
& ad

Bafilii magni orationem ad Juvenes, quomodo cum fruclu

legere poflint'Grascorum libros, 1693,'' ^vo. The year after,

he was chofcn fellow' of Lincoln-college ; and, proceeding
matter of arts, took pupils, and went into orders. In 1697,
came out his edition of "

Lycophron," in folio: it was re-

printed in 1702, aiijd is reckoned the beft edition of that obfcurc

writer. The fame year, 1697, he publifhed likewife the Ml
volume of his "

Antiquities of Greece:" which was followed

by the fecond, the year after. Several additions were made by
him in the fubfequent editions of this ufeful and learned work,
of which the feventh was publiihed in 1751.

Thefe works eftablifhed his fame in the literary republic
both at home and abroad, and engaged him in a correfpondence
with Gravius and other learned foreigners. In 1704, he com-
menced bachelor of divinity, and became chaplain to archbilnop
Tenifon, with whom he went to refide at Lambeth ;

was made
doctor in 1706, and foon after chaplain to the queen. In 1707,
he publifhed, in 8vo,

" A Difcourfe upon Church Govern-
ment ;" and, the year after, fucceeded Dr. Jane as regius pro-
feilor of divinity, and canon of Chrift-church in Oxford. In

1715, he was made bifhop of Oxford; and, the fame year,

publifhed an edition of the works of Clemens Alexandrinus,
in 2 vols. folio. In Jan. 1737, he fucceeded Dr. Wake in the

archbifhopric of Canterbury: which high and important office

he fupported with much dignity for ten years, dying in 1747.
He was a learned and exemplary divine, but of a cha-

racler by no means amiable; being ftrongly tinctured -with a

kind of haughtinefs, and feverity of manners. It may be added

too, though not to his credit, that he difinherited his eldcfl (on,

becaufe he mortified his ambition, by marrying below his dig-

nity.
His "

Theological Works, containing Sermons, Charges,
a Difcourfe of Church Government, and Divinity Leclures,"
were publifhed at Oxford, 1753, in 3 vols. 8vo.

POUGET (FRANCIS AME'), a French divine, fucceffively

prieft of the Oratory, dodlor of the Sorbonne, and abbe of Cham-
fcon, was born at Montpellier in 1666. He was fome time

at the head of an ecclefiailical feminary, under Colbert, bifhop
f Montpellier ; where he was of infinite icrvice, not only by

the
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the excellence of his inftruclions, but the purity of his example.He was vicar of St. Roch at Paris, in 1692, anil had there the
credit of contributing to the penitence of the celebrated La
Fontaine. His latter days were parted at Paris, in the religious
hotife of St. Magloirc, where he died in 1723, at the age of

fifty-feven. Father Pouget was the author of f>me works, of
which the mod remarkable is,

" The Catechifm of Montpel-
lier," the beft edition of which is.that of Paris in 1702, in 4-to.

It is a kind of body of divinity, and has been coniidered by the

clergy of his communion as the moft precife, clear, and ele-

gantly iimple ftatcment of the doctrines and pra&ices of religion,
that has ever been produced. He was concerned in fome other

works, which were not entirely his own
; fuch as " the Breviary

of Narbonne ;" Martinay's edition of St. Jerom ; Montfaucon's
Greek Anale&s; and a book of inftruclions for the Knights of

Malta.

POl/RBUS (PETER and FRANCIS), father and Ton, two good
Flemim painters, the former of whom was born at Goude, and
the latter at Bruges. They flourifhed in the fifteenth century ;

and each of them in the place of his birth painted many fine

competitions, which are yet in the churches, and afford fufficient

proofs of their (kill. Francis, having been for fome time his

father's difciple, removed to Frank Floris, whom he excelled in

colouring. He was a better painter than his father, and there

are admirable piftures by him in the town houfe at Paris. The
father died in 1583, and the fon in 1622.

POUSSIN (NICHOLAS), an eminent French pointer, was

born at Andely, a little town in Normandy, in 1594- His family,

however, were originally of Soiflbns; in which city there were

fome of his relations officers in the Prefidial court. John
PoufTin, his father, was of noble extra&ion, but born to a very

fmall eftate. His fon, feeing the narrownefsof hiscircumftances,

determined to fupport himfelf as foon as poflible,
and chofe

painti:;g for his profeflion, having naturally a ftrong inclination

to that art. At eighteen, he went to Pam, to learn the rudiments

of it. A Poiftcvin lord, who had taken a liking to him, placed

him with Ferdinand, a portrait-painter,
whom Pouffin left in

three months to place himfelf with Lallemant, with whom he

flayed but a month : he faw he rtiould never learn any thing from

fuch mailers, and he refolved not to lofe his time with them;

believing he ihould profit
more by ftudying the works of great

mailers, than by the difcipline
of ordinary painters,

a while in diftemper, and performed it with extraordinary facility.

The Italian poet Marino King at that time in Pans, and perceiv-

ing Pouflin's genius to be fuperior to the fmall performances on

which he was employed, perfuaded him to go with him mti>

Itaiy : Pouflin had before made two vain attempts to undertak

A a 2 t * :<it
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that journey, yet by fome means or other was hindered from

accepting the advantage of this opportunity. He promifed,
however, to follow in a ihort time ;

and he was as good as his

word, though not till he had painted feverat other pictures in

Paris, among which was the death of the Virgin, for the church
of Notre-Dame. Having finifhed his bufinefs, he fet out fur

Rome in his thirtieth year.
He there met with his friend, the cavalier Marino, who

rejoiced to fee him ; and that he might be as ferviceable as

he could, recommended him to cardinal Barberini, who de-

fired to be acquainted with him. Yet by fome means or other,

he did not emerge, and could fcarcely maintain himfelf. He
was forced to give away his works for fo little, as would hardly

pay for his colours. His courage, however, did not fail; he

profccuted his itudics afTIduoufly, refolving, at all events, to make
himfelf matter of his profeffion. He had little money to fpend,
and therefore the more leifure to retire by himfelf, and defign
the beautiful objects in Rome, as well antiquities as the works of

the famous Roman painters. It is faid, that he at firft copied fome
of Titian's pieces, with whofe colouring, and the touches of

whofe landfcapes, he was infinitely pleafed. It is obfervable,

indeed, that his firft pieces are painted with a better ftyle of

colouring than his laft. But he foon fhewed, by his perform-
ances, that, generally fpeaking, he did not much value the part
of colouring; or thought he knew enough of it, to make his

pictures as .perfect as he intended. He had^ftudied the beauties

of the antique, the elegance, the grand gufto, the correct nefs,

the variety of proportions, the adjuftments, the order of the

draperies, the noblenefs, the fine air and boldnefs of the heads;
the manners, cuftoms of times and places^ and every thing that

is beautiful in the remains of ancient fculpture, to fuch a de-

gree, that one can never enough admire the exactnefs with which
he has enriched his painting in all thofe parts.
He ufed frequently to examine the ancient fculptures in the

vineyards about Rorrje, and this confirmed him more and more
in the love of thofe antiquities. He would fpend feveral days

together in making reflections upon them by himfelf. It was in

thefe retirements that he cor.fidered the extraordinary effects of

nature with refpect to landfcapes, that he defigned his animals,

his diltances, his trees, and every thing excellent that was agree-
able to his talre. He alfo made curious obfervations on the

works of Raphael and Domenichino; who of ail painters, in

his opinion, invented bed, defigned moft correctly, and exprelfed
the paffions moft vigoroufiy : three things which Pouflin efteemed

the moft elTential parts of painting. , He neglected nothing that

could render his knowledge in thefe three parts perfect: he was

altogether as curious about the genral cxpreffion of his fubjects,
which
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which he has adorned with every thing that he thought would
excite the attention of the learned. He left no very large com-
pofitions behind him; and all the reafon we can g'ive for it is,

that he had no opportunity to paint them ; for we cannot imagine
that it was any thing more than chance, that made him apply
himfelf wholly to eafel pieces, of a fize proper for a cabinet,
fuch as the curious required of him.

Louis XI I J. ami de Noyers, mi.m'fier of ftate and fiiperin-
tendant of the buildings, wrote to him at Rome to oblige him
to return to France

;
to which he confented with great reluct-

ance. He had a penfion afligned him, and a lodging ready fur-

nifhed at the Tuilleries. He.drew the picture of " the Lojd's

Supper," for the chapel of the cattle of St. Germain, and that

which is in the Jefuit's noviciate at Paris. He began
*' the

Labours of Hercules," in the gallery of'the Louvre; but Vouet's

fchool railing at him and his works, put him out of humour
with his own country. He was alfo weary of the tumultuous

way of living at Parjs, which r>ever agreed with him. for thef<;

reafons he fecretly relblved to return to Rome, pretending he

went to fettle his domelti'c affairs and fetch his wife : but when
he was there, whether he found himfdf in his proper foliation,

or was quite put ofFfrom any thought of returning to France by
the deaths of Richelieu and the king, which happened about that

time, he never afterwards left Italy. Jfe continued working on

his eafel-pieces, and fent them from Rome to Paris; the French

buying them very eagerly, whenever they could be obtained, and

valuing his productions as much as Raphael's.
Pouflin having lived happily to his feventy-firft year, died pa-

ralytic in 1665. H<-' married the fifter of Gafpar Dughet, by
whom he had no children. His elhite amounted to no more

than fixty thoufand livres; but he valued his eafe above riches,

and preferred his abode at Rome, where he lived without am-

bition, to fortune elfewhere. He never made words about the

price of his pictures ; but put it down at the buck of the canvas,

and it -was always given him. He had no difciple. The fol-

lowing anecdote much illulirates his character. Bifhop Mancini,

who was afterwards a cardinal, (laying once on a vifit to him

rill it was dark, Pouflin took the caudle in his hand, lighted him

down Ihurs, and waited upon him to his coach. The prelate

wasforry to fee him do it himfdf, ami could not help laying,
"

I very much pity you, Moulicur i'oiiilin, that you have not

one fervant." " And I pity you moiv, my lord," replied

Pouflin,
" ihat you have fo many."

POUSSIN (&ASI-AP), whofe proper n.*me was D T ,

was born, according to fome authors, in Kiancc, in 1600; ac-

cording to others, at Rome, in 1613 ; nearly the fame difference

has been found in the dates of his death, which fome place m
A a 3
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1663, and others in 1675. Which may be right, it is not eafy
to alcertain

; but the two latter dates are adopted by the authors

of^the Di&ionnaire Hiftoriquefic]. His fitter being married to
Nicolas Pouflin, and fettled at Rome, he travelled to that place,
partly to viftt her, and partly from a ftrong love of painting.
Sandrart

fays, that Gafpar was employed at firft only to prepare
the palette, pencils, and colours, for Nicolas; but, by the in-

itruclions and example of that great matter, was fo led on, that
he alfo obtained a high reputation. While he remained at

Rome, he dropped his own name of Dughet, and a(Turned that of

Pouflin, from his brother-in-law, and benefactor. He is acknow-

ledged to have been one of the beft painters of landfcapes that the
"world has feen. No painter ever ftudied nature to better effect,

particularly in expreffing the effects of land-florins. His fcenes
are

always beautifully chofen, and his buildings fimple and elegant.He \v-3s not equally flcilled in painting figures, and frequently
prevailed on Nicolas to draw them for him. The connoilleurs

diftinguifh three different manners in his psintings; the firft is

dry; the fecond is more fimple, yet delightful, and natural; ap-

proaching more than any other to the ttyle of Claude. His
third manner is more vague and undefined than thefe, but pleaf-

ing; though lefs fo by far than the fecond. His ftyle is confi-

dered on the whole by Mr. Mafon, in his table fubjoined to

Du Frefnoy, as a mixture between thofe of Nicolo and Claude

Lorraine. Mr. Mafon adopts the date of 1675 for his death.

POWEL (DAVID), a learned Welch divine, was born in

Denbighfhire about the year I552[i]. In 1568, he was fen t

to Oxford, but to what college is uncertain. When Jefus-col-

lege was founded in 1571, he removed thither; and took his

degrees in arts the year following; and in 1576 took orders,

and became vicar of Ruabon in Denbigh!}] ire, with fome dig-

nity in the church of St. Afaph. He proceeded to his degrees
in divinity in 1582, and the fubfequent year, and was afterwards

chaplain to Henry Sidney, then prefident of Wales. He died

in 1590, and was buried in his own church of Ruabon. 'I he

works publiflied by him were, r.
" Caradoc's Hiflory of Cam-

bria, with annotations," 410, 1584. This hiftory had been

tranfiated from the Latin, by Humphrey Lloyd, but was left by
him unfinillied at his death. Powel corrected and augmented
the manufcript, and publifhed it with notes. 2.

" Annotations

in itinerarium Cambria?, fcriptum per Silvium Geraldum Cam-
Jbrenfem," London, 1585. 3.

" Annotations in Cambria:

defcriptionem, per Ger. Cambr." 4.
" De Britannica hiltoria

xecte intelligent, epiftola ad Gul. Fleetwoodum civ. Lond.

[K] See the name Guafrre Dupbet.

[tj Berkenhout's Bio^iaphia Litcraria, p.

recordatorem."
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recordatorem." This and the former are printed with the an-
notations on the itinerary. 5.

" Pontici Virunnii Hiltoria Bri-

tannica," 8vo, Lond. 1585. Wood fays, that he took great
pains in compiling a Welch dictionary,' but died before it was
completed.
POWELL (WILLIAM SAMUEL), an Englifh divine ofgood

abilities, was born at Colchetter, Sept. 27, 1717; admitted of
St. John's-college, Cambridge, in 1734; and, having taken the

degree of bitchelor of arts in 1739, elected fellow of it in

March, 1740. In 1741, he was taken into the family of the
late lord Townfhend, as private tutor to his fecond fon Charles

Townfhcnd, afterwards chancellor of the exchequer; and was
ordained deacon and prieft at the end of the year, when ho was
instituted to the redory of Col kirk in Norfolk, on lord Townf-
hend's prefentation. He returned to college the year after,

and bogan to read lectures as an affiitant to the principal tutor
j

but became himfelf principal tutor in 1744. He took the degree
ot batchelor of divinity in 1749, of doctor in 1756. In 1765,
he was elected mailer of his college; obtained the archdeaconry
of Colcherter the year after; and, in 1768, was inftituted to

the rectory of Frcfhwater in the Ille of Wight. He died, Jan.

^9; 1775-
The preceding fketch is taken from an advertilement prefixed

to a volume of his " Difcourfes on various Subjects," publimed

by his friend Dr. Thomas Balguy:
" which Difcourfes," fays

the editor,
" are not publifhed for the credit of the writer, but

for the benefit of his readers; efpecially that clafs of readers, for

whom they were chieriy intended, the younger (tudents in divi-

ni:y. The author's reputation,'' he adds,
" (lands on a much

wider bottom: a whole life uniformly devoted to the interefts of

found philofophy and true religion." Two fmall mathematical

Tracts," by Dr. Powell, are mentioned in the " Anecdotes of

Bowyer," p. 474, where we are alfo told, that " his will was

remarkably prccife, neat, and elegant, which were the charac-

teriftics of all his performances. He left to twenty friends,

moft of them, if not ail, of the college, icol. a-pi

POWELL (GEORGE), was both an author and an actor.

His father, fays GiWon, was an ancient player, who, in 1698,

was lately dead. His abilities as an a&or were much fuperior

to thofe which he
polle-ife-d

as a writer: being confidered as a rival

of Betterton. He is by C. Cibbcr compared to Wilks, or rather

contrafted with him as one who owed every thing to nature,

which the other gained by art and diligence. The irregularities

of his life frequently difaMcd him rrom exerting the talents hr

pofleiFed, and his negligence allowed the latter competitor to

gain a fnperiority over him, aiter whi^h he addicted himfelf lo

rnuch to the boule, that he entirely forieiieJ the favour ot the

A a 4 Pllbhc>
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public. He died about the year 1714. His productions are,

I. "
Alphonfo king of Naples," a tragedy, 4-to, 1691. 2. " A

very good Wife," a comedy, 4to, 1693. 3.
" The ireacherous

Brothers," a tragedy, 1696. 4.
" The I tnpolhire defeated, or

a trick to cheat the Devil," 410, 1698. Bc-fides being the author
of thefe, he was the publifher of I.

< The Cornifh Comedy,"
4to, 1696. 2. "

Eonduca, or the Britilh Heroine," a tragedy,

4to, 1696. 3. "A new opera, calkd,
" Brutus of Alba, or

Augufta's Triumph," 4to, 1696. The characters which he

performed with moft fuccefs were Alexander, and the heroes of

Dryden's moil: extravagant tragedies.
POZZO MODESTA. See FONTE MODE RAT A.

PRADON (NICOLAS;, a French poet, who died at Paris in

1698, and had in his day affected to be the rival of Racine.

He was not without a party to fupport him ; and his tragedy of
" Phaedra and Hippolytus," by the force of intrigue and cabal,

appeared for foine time to balance the reputation and merit of

Racine's play of the fame name. Boileau, who was the inti-

mate friend of Racine, hath not failed to ridicule Pradon inore

than' once; who, although there are good things in his tragedies,
was infinitely below Racine, and befides, a man of molt con-

fummate ignorance. The prince of Conti one day reproaching
him, for having tranfported an European town into Alia: " Ah !"

replies Pradon,
"

your highnefs will excufe me
;
but I am not

at all fkilled in chronology."

PRAXITELES, a moft celebrated Grecian fAilptor ; flou-

rifhed, according to Pliny, in the iO4th Olympiad, that is,

about 364 years before the Chriltian asra. He worked chiefly
in Parian marble, to "which he fcemed to convey not only ex-

preffion but animation. He was much attached to the beautiful

Phryne, to whom he* promifed to give the very finelt of his

works, if fhe would felect it. Not milling to her own judge-
ment in this matter, lhe contrived a ftratagem, as Paufanias

relates, to difcover which he moft efteemed. She ran to him in

a pretended alarm, exclaiming, that his workfhop was on fire,

when he immediately cried out,
" If my Satyr and Cupid are

not faved, I am ruined." Having thus learned his private

thoughts, (he took advantage of them in making her choice.

His love for Phryne led him al(b to preferve her beauties by his

art
; and her (blue, carved by him, flood afterwards in the temple

at Delphi, between thofc of Archidamus king of Sparta, and

Philip of Macedon. Grace and beauty prevailed in every work
of Praxiteles; and his ftatue of Venus clothed, which was

bought by the inhabitants of Coos, was only furpafled by a naked

figure of the fame goddefs, which was obtained by the Cnidians.

Jt is uncertain whether any work of Praxiteles remains; but

an antique Cupid, formerly poflefltd by Ifabella d'Efte, of the

ducal
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ducal family of Mantua, was fuppofed to have been the pro-
dulion of his art.

PREMONTVAL (PETER k Guay DE), of the academy of
fciences at Berlin, was born at Charenton in 1716. His at-
tachment to the mathematics was fo (bong, that he opened 4
fchool at Pans, in 1740, where he taught' them

gratuitoully,and formed feveral excellent fcholars. But hjs temper was acri-
monious and haughty, which created him fo many enemies,
that he quitted France for Bale, where he (bid a year or two.-
and having wandered for fome time in various cities of Ger-
many, he finally fettled at Berlin; where, though he did nof
efcape quarrels, he was altogether fuccefsful, and became an
author. He died at Berlin in 1767, at the age of fifty-one. Hj$
works are neither numerous, nor very valuable. The beft is,
I. His " Prefervatifs centre la corruption de la langue Fran,
coife en Ailemagnc." He wrote alfo, 2. " La Monrgamie,
ou I'unite en Manage," 3 vols, 8vo, 1751. A work pf learning!
but whimfical and tirefome.

3.
" Le Diogene de 1'Alembert;*'

not fo lingular as the preceding! but not better written
; with

fome tendency to modern
fophiTjry, 4. Several memoirs in the

volumes of the academy at Berlin. He appears to have been in

A great degree un fettled in his religious opinions; inclining at

times to Socinianifm, and the doctrines pf fortuitous creation

at others producing ftrong fuggeftions in favour of religion

PRESTRE LE. See VAWx.
PRESTON (THOMAS), fiourifhed in the earlier part of

queen Elizabeth's reign [M] was firft M. A. and fellow of

King's-college, Cambridge, and afterwards created a do&or of
civil law, and malter ot Trinity-hall in the fame

univerfity.
In the year 1564, when queen Elizabeth was entertained at

Cambridge, this gentleman ailed fo admirably well in the tra-

gedy of Dido, a Latin play, compofed by John Ritwife, one of

the felloxvs of King's -col'.ege,
and fo genreelly and

gracefully

difputed before her majeity, that as a teiUmonial of her appro-

bation, file bellowed a penlion of twenty pounds per annum upon
him

;
a circumltance which Mr. Stecvens

fuppofes
to have

been ridiculed by Shnkfpeare in the Midfummcr Night's Dream,
at the cojiclufion of acl the fourth. On the 6th of Sept. 1566,
when the Oxonian Mufes, in their turn, were honoured with a

vifit from their royal miftrefs, Preiton, with eight more Canta-

brigians, were incorporated mailers of arts in the univerfity of

Oxford. Mr. Preiton wrote one dramatic piece, in the old

metre, entitled,
" A Lamentable Tragedy full of pleafjnt

Mirth, conteyning the Lite of Cambifcs King of Percia, from

the beginning of his Kingdomc unto his Death, his one good

[M] Biographic Dramatic!.

Deed
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Deed of Execution after the many wicked Deeds and tyrannous
Murders committed by and through him, and laft of all, his

odious Death by God's Juftice appointed, doon on fuch Order
as fblloweth." This performance Langbaine informs us, Shak-

fpeare meant to ridicule, when, in his play of Henry IV. part i.

act: 2. he makes Falftaff talk of fpeaking
" in king Cambyfes'

Vein." In proof of which conjecture, he has given his readers

a quotation from the beginning of the play, being a fpeech of

king Cambyfes himfelf.

PREVOT D'EXILES (ANTONY FRANCIS), was born at Hef-

din, a fmall town in the province of Artois, in 1697. He ftudied

with the Jefuits, but foon relinquifhed that fociety for the army,
into which he entered as a volunteer. Difappointed there in his

Views of promotion, he returned to the Jefuits. Still, however,
his attachment to the military fervice feems to have been pre-

dominant; for he foon left the college again, and, a fecond time,
became a foldier. As an officer he acquired diftinclion, and
fome years pallid away in the buftle and diflipation of a military
life. At length, the unhappy confequence of an amour induced

him to return to France, and feck retirement among the Bene-
dictines of St. Maur, in the monaftery of St. Germain des Pres,
where he continued a few years. Study, and a monadic life,

could not, however, entirely fubdue his pallions. Recollection

of former pleafures probably infpired a defire, a.eain to enjoy
them in the world. He took occafion from a trifling difagree-

ment, to leave the monaftery, to break his vows, and renounce

his habit. Having retired to Holland in 1729, he fought rc-

fources in his talents, with fuccefs. In the monaftery at St.

Germain, he had written the two firft parts of his " Memoires
d'un Homme de qualite." The work was foon fmilhed, and,
when it was publiihed, contributed no Icfs to his emolument than

his reputation. A connexion which he had formed at the

Hague with an agreeable woman, and which was thought to

have exceeded the boundaries of friendfhip, furnifhcd a fubject
of pleafantry to the abbe Lenglet, the Zoilus of his time. In

his journal entitled,
" Pour & Contre," Prevot thus obviates the

cenfure. " This Medoro," fays he, fpeaking of himfelf,
" fo

favoured by the fair, is a man of thirty- feven or thirty-eight

years, who bears in his countenance and in his humour the

traces of his former chagrin ;
who pafTes whole weeks without

going out of his clofet, and who every day employs feven or

fight hours in ftudy ; who feldom fteks occaiions for enjoyment,
who even rejects thofe that are offered, and prefers an hour's

converfation with a fenfible friend, to all thofe amufements
which are called pleafures of the world, and agreeable recreation.

tie is, indeed, civil, in confequence of a good education, but

i little
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little addi&ed to gallantry; of a mild but melancholy temper;
in tine, fober, and regular in his conduct."
Whether the accufations of his enemies were true or not,

there were reafons which obliged him to pafs over into England
at the end of the year 1733, and the lady followed him. There,
according to Palitfot, he wrote the firft volumes of " Cleveland."
The rirlt part of his " Pour & Contre," was publifhed this

year, a journal which brought down upon him the refentment
of many authors whofe works he had cenfured. His faults

were canvalled, and perhaps exaggerated ;
all his adventures

were brought to the public view, and related, probably not with-
out much mifreprefentation. His works, however, having efta-

blilhed hia reputation, procured him proteftors in France. He
folicited and obtained permiflion to return. Returning to Paris

in the autumn of 1734, he afTumed the habit of an abbe. Pa-
liflbt dates this period as the epoch in which his literary fame
commenced

;
but it is certain, that three of his moft popular

romances had been publiihed before that time. He now lived in

tranquillity under the protection of the prince of Conti, who
gave him the title of his almoner and fecretary, with aneftablifh-

ment that enabled him to purfue his (ludies. By the defire

of chancellor d'Aguefleau, he undertook a general hiftory of

voyages, of which the firft volume appeared in 1745. The fuccefs

of his works, the favour of the great, the fubliding of the paf-

iions, a calm retreat, and literary leifure, feemed to promife a

ferene and peaceful old age. But a dreadful accident put an end

to this tranquillity, and the fair profpecl: which had opened before

him was clofed by the hand of death. To pafs the evening of

his days in peace, and to finifh in retirement three great works

which he had undertaken, he had chofen and prepared an agree-

able recefs at Firmin near Chantilly. Oa the 23d of Nov.

1763, he was ciifcrvered by fome pesfants in an apopledic fit,

in the foreft of Chantilly. A magiitrate
was called in, who

unfortunately ordered a furgeon immediately to open the body,

which was apparently dead. A loud ihriek from the vidYim of

this culpable precipitation,
convinced the fpedators of their

error. The initruaient was withdrawn, but not before it had

touched the vital parts.
The unfortunate abbe opened his eyes

and expired.
The following are the works of the abbe Prevot: i.

" Me-

moires d'un Homme de qtialite, qui s'eft retire du monde," 6 vols.

1 2tno. This romance has been tranflated into Englifli in 2 vols.

I2mo, and in 3 vo!s. I2ino, under the title of the Memoirs of

the marquis de Bret.:gne ;
to which is added, another romance

of PrevoYs. See art. 3.
2. " Hifloire de M. Cleveland, fils

natural de Cromwell," 6 vols. I2mo, I 732i an EnglilhtrwiOir

tion alfo, ^ vols. I2mo. 3.
" Hiftoire du chevalier
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Ac de Manon Lefcaut," 1733, ismo; an Englifh tranflation of
this romance has been publifhed feparately, and is alfo affixed to

the tranflation of art. i. in 3 vols. 4.
" Pour & Centre," a

literary journal, 1733? and continued in the following years,
20 vols. I2mo. 5.

*' The firft volume of a tranflation of Thti-

anus,'
J

1733, 4to. 6. " A tranflation of Dryden's play, All

for Love," 1735. 7-
" Le Doyen de Killerine," 1/35, 6 vols.

I2mo, tranflated into Englifh, 3 vols. larno, under the title of
" The Dean of Coleraine." 8. <'

Hiftory of Margaret of

Anjou," 1740, 2 vols. ;2mo, tranflated into Englifh, 2 vols.

I2IT10. 9.
" Hiftoire de tine Grecque Moderne," 1741, 2 vols.

1 2mo, tranflated into Englifh, i vol. I2mo. 10. "
Campagnes

Phi-Uiibphiques, ou Memoires 4e M. de Montcalm," 1741, 2 vols.

I2mo, part hiftory, and part fiction, n. " Memoires pour
fervir a hiftoire de Malthe," 1742, I2mo. 12. "Hiftoire de

Guilla.umele Conq.uerent Roi d'Anglctejre," 1742, I2;jio. 13.
ct

Voyages du Paptaine R. Lade," 1744, ? vols. i.2mo. 14.
ft A tranllarion of Cicero's Letters 10 Brutus," with notes, 1744,
I2mo; aiid a tranfiation of his Familiar Letters, 1746, 5 vols.

I2mo. 15.
" A tranflation of Middleton's Life of Cicero,"

1743, 4 vols, I2mo. 16. " Memoires d'unhonnete Homme,"
1745. i-j.

" Hiftoire general.e des Voyages," 1745, &:.c. 16

vols. 4to, and 64 vols. I2mo. La Harpe has abridged this

compilatio.n in 21 vols. 8vo ;
he has alfo added, Cooke's voyages.

1 8. A Dictionary of the French language, 1751, 8vo, and a new
edition, 2 vols. 8vo. 19, and 20. " Clarifla Harloyve," J75J
12 parts; and,

" Sir Charles Grandifon," 8 parts, 1755; both

tranflated from Richardfon. 21. ** Le Monde Moral, 1/60,"
4 vols. I2mo. 22. " A tranflation of Hume's hiftory of the

Stuarts," 1760, 3 vols. 4to, and 6 vols. I2ino. 23.
<{ Me-

moires pour fervir a la Hifto-ire de la Vertu/' 1762, 4 vols. 1 2mo,
tranflated from the Englifli. 24.

" Almoran and Jrfamct,"
tranflated from Hawkefworrh, 1762, 2 vols. I2mo. And, 25.
A pofthumous tranflation from the Englifh, entitled,

"
Letters

-de Mentor, a unejeune Seigneur, 1764," I2mo.

PRIC^EUS, or PRICE fJoHNJ, a man of great learning,
vas born in England, and flourilhed in the feventeenth century.
We know but few jparticulars of his life. He refified fome years
at Paris, and publifhed fome books there ; but left it through

difguft in 1646, when he returned to England. After having
travelled many years, he retired to Florence, and there turned

Roman Catholic. He died at Rome in 1676, after having pubr
liflied feveral books, in which he difplayed vaft erudition. He
xvrote " Notes on feveral parts of the Holy Scriptures:" but

his " Notes upon the Apology," and "
Commentary upon the

Metamorphofes of Apuleius," are the works for which he is

diiefly'kiunvn. The former were publilhed at Paris in 1635,

410:



PRICE.

4to: the latter at Tergou, 1656, in 8vo, and fell now with us,
though it is not eafy to fay for what reafon, at a very extraor-

dinary price.
PRICE 'RICHARD ', an eminent diflentmg minifter, and poli-

tical writers faid to have been defcendcd from a refpe&able family
in Wales [wj. He had an uncle who was afMant, and afterwards
fucceffor to thecelebrated Dr. Ifaae Watts, at the mceting-honf*
in Mark-lane, for the term of forty-five years, and daerf the 21 ft

of April, 1756. Dr. Price was born about the year 1723, and

early devoted himfclf to the miniflry, to which objeft his IhidL-s

were directed, and his chief induftry applied. At the ufual pe-
riod he was ordained, and early began to preach at Newington.
Though in the latter part of his life he became fb multrfarroas a

writer, it appears that he was near forty years of age before he
was known to the public as an author. On the application of the

DHTenting Minifters for a more extenfive toleration, about the

year 1774, the doctor conceiving that the committee for con-

ducting it departed from the general and firft
principle of the

Protcftant Diffenters, though one of the number, withftood them
in the body, and divided with thofe who were againft any teft

of a religious nature, as the condition of enjoying the protection
of the magistrate. On this occafion he repeatedly infifted, that'

the relief prayed for in the Bill, ought to include not merely
fome, but all his brethren, by the repeal of the penal laws

againft them, on their giving fuch civil fecurity to government
as is required of other fubjedts.

He was eleclcd a fellow of the Royal Society fometime about

1764, and was a frequent contributor to the tranfactions pub-
lifhed by that body. A few years after, he was created a Doctor

of Divinity. In 1772, he commenced his political career by
his " Appeal to the Public on the Subject of the National Debt ;"

and in i 776 produced his celebrated
" Obfcrvations on the Na-

ture of Civil Government," the principles of which have encoun-

tered a variety of opinions, being both extravagantly praifed

and cenfured ;'by fome eiteemed without fault ;
while by others

they are deemed vifionary and chimerical, mifchievous in their

theory, and tending in their effect to the unhinging of all go-

vernment. That their influence was very great, cannot be

denied
;
but that their author was firmly pcrfuaded of their ufc-

fulnefs, feems to be generally believed by thofc who have had

the beft opportunities
of knowing his fentimcnts. For writing

this pamphlet, however, he had the honour to receive the thanks

of the court of Common-council the uth of March, 1776, as

having therein " laid down thofe principles upon
which alone the

fupreme legiflativc authority of Great-Britain over her Colonies

v

[N] European Magazine, for April, 1791.

could
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could be jdftly or beneficially maintained; and for holding forth

thofe public objects without which it mi;ft be totally indifferent

to the kingdom who were in or who were out of power." With
this he alfo received a gold box of the value of

fifty pounds.

By the lift of his works it will appear, that politics did not

entirely engrofs his attention. The duties of his ftation wen;
not neglected. He constantly preached to his congregation, and

joined to his political zeal an irreproachable private life. His

character, by the teftimonies of his friends, was very amiable.

It has been even faid to be drawn by Mrs. Chapone, in her Mif-

cellanies, in the following terms, under the name of Simplicius," While the vain man is painfully driving to outfhine all the

company and to attract their admiration by falfe wit, forced

compliments, and ftudied graces, he muft furely be mortified to

obferve how conftantly Simplicius engages their attention, refpect,
and complacency, without having once thought of himfelf as a

perfon of any confequence amongft them. Simplicity imparts
nis fupcrior knowledge, when called upon, as ealily and natu-

rally as he would teli you what it is o'clock ; and with the lame
readinefs and good-will informs the moil ignorant, or confers

with the moft learned. He is as willing to receive information,
as to give it, and to join the company, fo far as he is able, in

the moft trifling cojwerfation into which they may happen to

fall, as in the moft ferious or fublime. If he difputes, it is

with as irwch candour on the moft important and interefting, as

on the moft infignificant fubjects; and he is not lefs patient in

hearing than in anfwering his antagonift. If you talk to him of

himfelf, or his works, he accepts praife, or acknowledges de-

fects, with equal meeknefs, and it is impofllble to fufptdl him
of affectation in either. We are more obliged and gratified by
the plain, unexaggerated exprefllons of his regard, than by the

compliments and attentions of the moft accomplifhed pattern of

high breeding ; becaufe his benevolence and fincerity are fo

ftrongly marked in t-very look, word, and action, that we are

convinced his civilities are offered for our fakes, not for his own ;

and are the natural effects of real kindnefs, not the ftudied orna-

ments of behaviour. Every one is defirous to fhew him kind-

nefs in return, which we know will be accepted juft as it is

meant. All are ready to pay him that deference which he does

not defire, and to give him credit for more than he afTumes, or

even for more than he pofielfes. W'ith a perfon ungraceful, and

with manners unpolilhed by the world, his behaviour is always

proper, eafy, and refpectuble ;
as free from conftraint and fer-

vility in the higheft company, as from haughtinefs and infolence

in the lowcft. His dignity arifes from his humility ;
and the

fweetnefs, gentleneis, and frank nets of his manners, from the

real
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real goodnefs and recYitude of his heart, which lies open to

infpe&ion, in all the fearleflnefs of truth, without any need of

difguife or ornament," p. 89. It may be confidered as a proof
of his goodnefs of temper, that having married in early life a

lady of the eftablilhed churcft, the wide difference in their prin-
ciples never produced any difagreement or alienation of affection
between them. He was a widower feveral years before his death,
and left his fortune to a lifter and two nephews. Dr. Price was
not only a fellow of the Royal Society, but alfo of the academy
of Arts and Sciences in New England. He died, in his fixty-

cighth year, on the iQth of March, 1791.
Tiie following is a lift of his works: I. " A Review of the

principal Questions and Difficulties in Morals
; particularly thofe

relating to the Original of our Ideas of Virtue, its Nature, Foun-

dation, Reference to the Deity, Obligation, Subject Matter, and
Sanctions," 8vo, 1758. 2.

" Britain's Happineifs and the Proper
Improvement of it, reprefented in a Sermon preached at Newing-
ton-Green, Middlefex,onNov. 29, 1759, being the day appointed
for a General Thank fgiving," Svo, 1/59. 3.

" The Nature
and Dignity of the Human Soul. A Sermon preached at St.

Thomas's, Jan. i, 1766, for the Benefit of the Charity- fchool

in Gravel-lane, South wark," Svo, 1766. 4.
" Four Difler-

tatioris. I. On Providence. 2. On Prayer. 3. On the Rea-
fons for expecting that Virtuous Alen mall meet after Death in a

State of Happinefs. 4. On the Importance of Chriftianity, the

Nature of Hiftorical Evidence and Miracle," Svo, 1767. 5.
" The Vanity, Mifery, and Infamy of Knowledge, without

fuitable Practice. A Sermon preached at Hackney, Nov. 4,

1770," Svo, 1770. 6. " Obfervations on Reveriionary Pay-

ments, Annuities, &c." Svo, 1771. 7.
" An Appeal to the.

Public on the Subjtd of the National Debt," Svo, 1772. 8.

The fame Pamphlet, the Third Edition, with a Preface, con-

taining farther Obfervations on the National IX bt, &c. Alfo

a Poftfcript, containing an Account of the Influence of the

different Slates of Civil Society on Population, &c. Svo, 1773.

9.
" Obfervations on the Nature of Civil Liberty, the Princi-

ples of Government, and the Juftice and Policy of the War
with America. To which is added, an Appendix, containing a

State of the National Debt, an Eltimate of the Money drawn

from the Public by the Taxes, and an Account of the National

Income and Expenditure fince the lair. War/' Svo, 1776. ^10.
" Additional Obfervations on the Nature ar:J Value of Civil

Liberty, and the War with America, &c." Svo, 1^777.
II.

" Introduction and Supplement to the above two 1 rads on

Civil Liberty, &c." Svo, 1778. 12.
" A free Difcuffion of

the Doftrir.es of Materialifm and Philofophical Neceffuv, in a

Corref-
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Correfpondence between Dr. Price and Dr. PriefHev," 8v-->, T- -.';.

13.
" A Sermon delivered to a congregation of Protdhnt Dif-

fenters at Hackney, on the joth of February, 1779, being the

Day appointed for a General Faft," Svo, 1779. 14.
" An

Eifuy on the prefent State of Population in England and Wales,"

prefixed to a Treatife on Annuities, by his nephew, Mr. Mor-
gan, 1779. 15.

" An Effay on the Population of England,
from the Revolution to the prefent Time. With an Appendix,
containing, Remarks on the Account of the Population, Trade,
and Refources of the Kingdom, in Mr. Eden's Letter to Lord

Carlifle," Svo, 1780. 16. " A Difcourfe add retted to a Con-

gregation at Hackney, Feb. 21, 1781. Bein^ the Day appointed
for a Public Faft," 8vo* 1781. 17.

" The State of the Public

Debts and Finances, at Signing the Preliminary Articles of Peace

in January, 1783. With a Plan for railing Money by Public

Loans, and for Redeeming the Public Debts," 8vo, 1781. 18.
*' Obfervations on Revcrfionary Payments. With a Poftfcript on
the Population of the Kingdom," an enlarged edition

;
2 vofs.

Svo, 1/83. 19.
"

Poftfcript to a Pamphkt by Dr. Price, on the

State of the Public Debts and Finances, at (Igning the Preliminary
Articles of Peace, in Jan. 1783," 8vo, 1784. 20. "Obfervations on
the Importance of the American Revolution, and the Means of

making it a Benefit to the World," Svo, 1785. 21. <4 Sermons
on the Chriftian Doctrine, as received by the different Denomi-
nations of Chriftians

;
to which are added, Sermons on the Se-

curity and Happinefs of a virtuous Courfe, on the Goodnefs of

God, and on the Refurredion of Lazarus," Svo, 1787. 22.
*' A Difcourfe on the Love of our Country. Delivered Nov:

4, 1789, at the Old Jewry, to the Revolution Society." On
this Sermon, wherein the doftor pretends that the Revolution

eftablifhed a right in the people, to cafhier their governors for

mifconduft, fome very fevtre remarks were made by Mr. IBurke,

in, his celebrated letter on the French Revolution. The fe are

faid to have been ftrongly felt by Dr. Price, and produced, 23." A Poftfcript, occafioned by Mr. Burke's Rcfleclions," Svo,

1790.
The value of the political and religious works of Dr. Price,

men will eitimate differently, as they happen to be infecT^d or not

by thofe principles which, by exaggerating the true and excellent

doctrines of liberty, have proved, in the prefent age, the bane

of Chriftianity, and the fcourge of human nature. That he

was fincere and well-intentioned in his adoption and recom-
mendation of them, there is not any reafon to doubt. As a cal-

culator on political queftions, when he did not take up his data

from partial documents, which flattered his preconceived opinions,
he was acirtr , profound, and able.

PRIDEAUX
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^
PRIDEAUX JOHN), a learned Englifh bifhop, was born at

Stowford in Devonfhire, 1578 [o]. His father being in mean cir-

cumftances, and having a numerous family, young Prideaux, after
he had learned to write and read, flood candidate for the parifh
clerkfhip of Ugborow, near Harford: but, being difappointtd, a

gentlewoman of the parifh maintained him at fchool, till he had

gained fome knowledge of Latin. Then he travelled on foot

to Oxford, and at firft lived in a very mean ftation in Exeter col-

lege, doing fervile offices in the kitchen, and profecuting his ftudies

at leifure-hours; till at laft he was taken notice of in the college,
and admitted a member of it in 1596. He took the degrees in

arts and divinity; was greatly diftinguifhed by his abilities and

learning; and, after having been fome years fellow, was, in

1612, chofen re&or of his college. In 1615, he was made

regius profefTor of divinity, by virtue of which place he became
canon of Chrift-Church, and re&or of Eweltne in Oxfordfhire ;

and afterwards difcharged the office of vice-chancellor for feveral

years. In 1641, he was advanced to the bifhopric of Wor-
cefter; but, by reafon of the national troubles, which had then

commenced, received little or no profit from it, and became

greatly impoverifhed: for, adhering ftedfaftly to the king's caufe,

and excommunicating all thofe of his diocefe, who took up arms

againft him, he was plundered and reduced to fuch ftraits, as to

be forced to fell his excellent library. Jrle died of a fever at

Bredon in Worcefterm ire, at the houfe of his fon-in-law Dr.

Henry Sutton, in 1650; leaving to his children no legacy, but
"

pious poverty, God's blefllng, and a father's prayers," as the

words of his will are. Cleiveland the poet wrote an elegy upon
his death. He was a man of very great learning, and of as

great humility; for he ufed often to fay, after his advancement,
" if I could have been clerk of Ugborow, I had never been

bifhop of Worcefter." He was the author of a great number

of works, written many of them in Latin.

PRIDEAUX (HUMPHREY), an Englifh divine of excellent

abilities and learning, was born at Padftow in Cornwall, May 3,

1648 [P] ; being the third fon of Edmund Prideaux, efq; by

Bridget daughter of John Moyle of Bake in the faid county, and

aunt to the late learned and ingenious Walter Moyle, efq.

Being a younger brother, he was dcfigned for the church ; and,

after being initiated in the languages at a private fchool or two

in Cornwall, he was moved thence to Weftminftcr, where he

continued under Dr. Bufby three years. Being a king's fcholar,

he was eleded to Chrift-Church, Oxford, in 1668, and foori

after admitted ftudent by Dr. Fell. He took a bachelor of arts

Prince's Worthies of Devonshire. Wood's Athen. Gen. Dift. in vocc.

Gen. Did. from Memoirs by his fon Edmund Prideaux, Efq; Life ot Pnde IUT,
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degree in 1672, and a matter's in 1676: in which year he pub-
IHhed a commentary upon the infcriptions on the Arundclian

marbles, in folio. The title runs thus
;

" Marmora Oxonienfia
ex Arundellianis, Seldenianis, aliifque conflata, cum perpetuo
commentario." The " Marmora" had been publifhed hy Selden,
in 1629, 4to, to which Prideatix now made feveral additions:

but, his book [oj fuffering much in patting through the prefs, a

more correct edition was undertaken and printed by Michael

Maittaire, in 1732, folio. Prideatix, though he never eileemed

this early production, yet gained great reputation by it ; and

being ordered to prefent a copy of it to the lord chancellor Finch,
afterwards earl of Nottingham, was thereby introduced to the

patronage of that nobleman, who foon after fent a fon to be his

pupil, and in 1679 prefented him to the rectory of St. Clements
near Oxford. The fame year, he publifhed two t rafts of " Mai-

monides," with a Latin verfion and notes, under the title of,
" DC Jure Pauperis & Peregrin i apud Judasos," in 410. He
had lately been appointed Hebrew lecturer, upon the foundation!

of Dr. Bufby, in the college of Chrift- Church ;
and his view in

printing thefe tracts was, to introduce young {Indents in the

Hebrew language to the knowledge of the Rabbinical dialect.

In 1681, the lord chancellor Finch beftowed on him a pre-
bend in the church of Norwich ; and, Feb. 1683, he was infti-

tuted into the rectory of Bladen cum capella de Woodftock, in

Oxfordfhire. He took a doctor of divinity's degree at the public

aft, in 1686
; and having exchanged his living of Bladen, for

that of Soham-Tony in Norfolk, as foon as the aft was over, he

left Oxford, and fettled upon his prebend of Norwich. He had

married a gentlewoman of good family the year before. The

Papifts being now very active, and " the validity of the orders

of the church of England" being the point chiefly -objected to

by thofe about Norwich, he publifhed a book upon it in 1688,
which was reprinted in 1715. In 1689, a convocation being

called, he publifhed his thoughts upon the fubjeft then in dif-

pute, in " A Letter to a Friend." In 1691, upon the death of

Dr. Pococke, the Hebrew profefforfhip at Oxford was offered

to him : but he refufed it, though he afterward repented of his

refufal. In 1697, he publifhed
" The Life of Mahomet," in

8vo, which was fo well received, that three editions of it were

fold the firft year. This " Life
1 ' was only a part of a greater

work, which he had long defignecl to write ; namely,
" A Hif*

tory of the Saracen Empire," and with it,
" The Decay and

Fall of Chriftianity in the Eaft :" [R] but, for certain reafons,

he dropped this defign, and only publiihed that part which con-

tained the.
" Life of Mahomet ;" to which he annexed " A

foj SeeMMTTAiRZ. [a] Prefac* t the Life of Mahomet.

Letter
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Letter to the Deifts," wherein he undertook to prove the truth
of Chriftianity, by contrafting it with the impoftures of Maho-
raetifm.

In 1702, he was made dean of Norwich. He publifhed," The Original Right of Tythes,"
" Diredions for Church-

Wardens," and other fmall pieces for the fervice of the church :

but his great work was,
" The Connection of the Hiftory

of the Old and New Teftament ;" the firft part of which was

publilhed in 1715, the fecund in 1718. Both parts were received

with the greateft approbation, and went through eight editions

at London, befides two or three at Dublin, before the end of

1720. This hiftory takes in the affairs of Egypt, Aflyria, and
all the other eaftern nations, as well as the Jews ;

and likewife

thofe of Greece and Rome, as far as was necefTary for giving a
diftincl: view of the completion of the prophecies, which relate to

the times comprehended in the hiftory. The author has alfo fet

in the cleared light fome paflages of prophane hiftory, which before

lay difperfed and buried in confufion: and there appears through-
out the whole work fuch an amiable fpirit of ftncerity and can-

dour, as fufficiently atones as well for the few miftakes which

efcaped his diligence, as for fome weaknefies arifmg from his

complexion and nature. The author of " Cato's Letters" had

certainly no prejudices in favour of Prideaux, or of his work ;

yet he ftyles it
" A body of univerfal hiftory [s],

written with fuch

capacity, accuracy, induftry, and honefty, as make it one of the

bell books that ever came into the world, and Ihew him to be

one of the greateft men in it. No book was ever more univer-

fally read and approved: it is, indeed, a great public fervice

done to mankind, and inthles the author to the higheft public

gratitude and honour. But though I never faw any great work,
to which I found fewer objections, yet as a memorable proof
how infeparably miftakes and prejudices cleave to the mind of

man, the great and candid Dr. Prideaux is not without them.

I therefore do not upbraid him with thern, but rather admire

him for having fo few. There are, however, fome of his theo-

logical obfervations, which feem to me not only ill-grounded,

but to have a tendency to create in his readers wrong notions of

the Deity, and to encourage them to miftake the common acci

dents of life, and the common events of nature, for judgements;

and to apply them fuperftitioufly
as fuch." There are letters

between the dean and his coufm Mr. Movie, concerning fc

paffages in this
" Connection, &c." printed in the '

neous Works" of the latter.

He had been feized with the calamitous diftemper of th<

in 1710, and was cut for it in 1712 ;
but being unflulfully ma-

[s] Cato's Letters, N. in, for Nov. i8 1711-

B b 2 caged



372 PRIMATICCIO.

naged afterwards, the parts became fo miferably mangled and
torn, that he was obliged ever after to void his urine through
the orifice where the ftone was extracted. He was carried to

London, however, and, by the afiiftance of an able fnrgeon,
recovered fuch a (hare of good health, as to purfue his fttidies :

and he tells us himfelf, that [T],
"

though he was driven out of
the pulpit, and difabled from that duty of his profeffion, yet,
that he might not be altogether ufelrfs, he undertook his ' Con-
nection,' &c." About a year before his death, he was taken with
an illnefs, which confined him wholly to his chamber, and he

expired Nov. i, 1724. He was tall, well-built, and of a ftrong
and robuft conftitution : his parts were very good, folid rather
than lively; and his judgement excellent. As a writer, he is

clear, ftrong, intelligent, and learned.

PRIMATICCIO (FRANCESCO), an eminent Italian painter,
was defcended from a noble family in Bologna. His friends,

perceiving that he had a ftrong inclination for defign, permitted-
him to goto Mantua, where he was fix years a difciple of Julio
Romano. In this lime he became fo fkilful, that he reprefentcd
battles in ftucco and baflb relievo, better than any of the young
painters at Mantua, who were Julio Romano's pupils. He
aflifted Julio Romano in executing his defigns ;

and Francis I.

fending to Rome for a man that underdo; d working in ftucco,
Primaticcio was the perfon chofen for this fervice. The king
put fuch a confidence in him, that he fent him to Rome to buy
antiques, in 1540; and he brought back a hundred and four-

fcore ftatues, with a great number of bufts. He had moulds
made by Giacomo Baroccio di Vignola, of the ftatues of Venus,

Laocoon, Commodus, the Tiber, the Nile, the Cleopatra at

Belvidere, and Trajan's pillar, in order to have them caft in

brafs. After the death of Roflb, he fucceeded him in the place
of fuperintendant of the buildings; and in a little time fini(hed

the gallery, which his predecelfor had begun. He brought fo

many ftatues of marble and brafs to Fontainbleau, that it feemed

another Rome, as well for the number of the antiques, as for

his own works in painting and in ftucco. He was fo much
efteemed in France, that nothing of any confequence was done

without him, which had relation to painting or building. He
directed the preparations for all feftivals, tournaments, and maf-

querades. He was made abbot of St. Martyr's at Trogei, and

lived with fuch fplendour, that he was refpecled as a courtier as

well as a painter. He and RoiFo taught the French a good

ityle ; for, before- their time, what they had done in the arts was

very inconfiderable, and had fomething of the Gothic in it. He
died in a good old age, having been favoured and carefTed in

four reigns.

[T] Preface to his Connexion, &c.
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PRINCE DE BEAUMONT (MADAME LE), a French lady,
a native of Rouen, who, f r the grr a er part cf her life, was em-
ployed in England, to prelide over the ed cation of ladies

; and
has left the fulled proof of her excellent talents for inftrudYion,
in many works which have been univerfally approved both here
and in France. Her books difplay a wonderful fkill in making
indruction attractive and delightful ; and form in part a confc-

cutive feries entitled " Le Magafin des Enfans ;"
" L,z Maga-

fm des Adolefcentes;" and " L'Edtication complete." There
is alfo " Le Magafin des pauvres." Mod of thefe are written

in the form of dialogues, in which the fpeakers are young per-
fons ot the age of thofe intended to be taught. She produced
aifo fome good novels, as " Lettres d'Emerance a Lucie ;"
" Les Memoircs de Mada:ne de Batteville ;" and " Lcs Lettres

de Madame clu Montier," which have been more fuccefsful than

the reft, 'and have very lately appeared in an Englilh tranflation.

Mad. le Prince gives the heft counfels without pedantry, and

interefts the heart without enervating it. She died in 1780.
PRINGLE (Sir JOHN), baronet, prefident of the Royal

Society, was born at S'ichel-houfe, in the county of Roxburgh,
North Britain, April 10, 1707 [u]. His father was fir John

Pringle, of Stichel, bart. and his mother, whofe name was

Magdalen EUott, was fifter to fir Gilbert Eliott, of Stobs, bart.

Both the families from which he defcended were very ancient

and honourable in the fouth of Scotland, and were in great

efteem for their attachment to the religion and liberties of their

country, and for their piety and virtue in private life. He was the

youngeft of fcvcral Ions, three of whom, befides himfelf, arrived

to years of maturity. His grammatical education he received

at home, under a private tutor; and after having made fuch a

progrefs as qualified him for academical ftudies, he was removed

to the univerfity of St. Andrew's, where he was put under the

immediate care of Mr. Francis Pringle, profeflbr
of Greek in

the college, and a near relation of his father. Having continued

there fome years, he went to Edinburgh in Oct. 1727, for the

purpofe of du.iying phyfic,
that being the profefllon

which he

now determined to follow. At Edinburgh, however, he flayed

only one year, the reafon of which was, that he was defirous of

going to Leyden, at that time the mod celebrated fchool of

medicine in Europe. Boerhaave, who had brought that univer-

fity into reputation,
was confulerably advanced in years, and

Mr. Fringe was unwilling, by delay, to expofe himfelf to the

danger of lofing the benefit of that great man's leftures. Por

Boerhaave he had a high and jud refped : but it was not his

difpofuion ami character to become the implicit and Jyitematu

[u] London Mag. from hu Life by Dr.
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follower of any man, however able and dilHnguifhed. While
he ftudied at Leyden, he contracted an intimate friendfhip with
Van Swieten, who afterwards became fo famous at Vienna, both

by his practice and writings. Van Swieten was not only

Pringlc's acquaintance and fellow-ftudent at the univerfity, but
alfo his phyfician, when he happened to be feized there with a
fit of ficknefs. Neverthelcfs, he did not owe his recovery to his

friend's advice
; for Vnn Swieten having refufed to give him the

bark, another perfon prefcribcd it, and he was cured. When
he had gone through his proper coin fe of (Indies at Leyden, he
was admitted, July 20, 1730, to his doctor of phyftc's degree.
His inaugural dilferta.ion,

" De marcore fenili," was printed.

Upon quitting Leyden, Dr. Pringle fettled ab a phyfician at

Edinburgh, where he gained the eiteem of th'e magiltrates of the

city, and of the profeflbrs of the college, by his abilities and

good conduct : and, fuch was his known acquaintance with
ethical fubjedls, that, March 28, 1734, he was appointed, by
the magiftrates and council of the city of Edinburgh, to be joint

profcffor of pneumatics and moral philofophy with Mr. Scott,

during the life of Mr. Scott, and fole profeifor after his deceafe;

and, in confequcnce of this appointment, Dr. Pringle was ad-

mitted, on the fame day, a member of the univerfity. In dif-

charging the duties of this new employment, his text-book was
" PurTcndorfF de Officio Hominis et Civis:" agreeably to the

method he purfued through life, of making fact and experiment
the bafis of fcience. Dr. Pringle continued in the practice of

phyfic at Edinburgh, and in performing the obligations of his

profefTorflnp, till 1742, when he was appointed phyfician to

fhe earl of Stair, who then commanded the Britifh armv. For
this appointment he was chieP.y indebted to his friend Dr. Ste-

venfon, an eminent phyfician at Edinburgh, who had an intimate

acquaintance with lord Stair. By the interelt of this nobleman,
Dr. Pringle was constituted, Aug. 24, 1742, phyfician to the

military hofpital in Flanders; and it was provided in tne com-

miffion, that he fliould receive a lalury of twenty (hillings a-day,
and be entiiltd to half-pay for life. He did riot, on this occa-

fion, refign his profefTbi (hip of moral philofophy: the univerfity

permitted him to retain it, and meifrs. Muiihead and Cleghorn
were allowed to teach in his abfence, as long as he continued to

requeft it. The exemplary attention which Dr. Pfingle paid to

his duty as an army phyfician, is apparent from every page of

his " Treatife on the Diftafes of the Army." One thing, how-

ever, dtferves particularly to be mentioned, as it is highly pro-
bable that it was owing to his fuggeftion. It had hitherto been

nfual, for the fecurity of the fick, when the enemy was near, to

remove them a great way from the camp ; the confequence of

which was, that many were left before they came under the

care
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-care of the phyficians. The earl of Stair, being fenfible of this
evil, propofed to the duke de Noailles, when the army was
encamped at Afchaffenburg, in 1743, that the hofpitals on both
rides mould be confidcred as fanduaries for the Tick, and mutu-
ally protcded. The French general, who was diftinguilhed for
his humanity, readily agreed to the propofal, and took the firft

opportunity of (hewing a proper regard to his engagement. At
the battle of Dettingen, Dr. Pringle was in a coach with lord
Carteret during the whole time of the engagement, and the
fituation they were placed in was dangerous. They had been
taken unawares, and were kept betwixt the fire of the line in

front, a French battery on the left, and a wood full of huflars
on the right. . The coach was

occafionally fhifted, to avoid

bung in the eye of the battery. Soon after this event, Dr. Pringle
met with no ftnall affliction in the retirement of his great friend,
the earl of Stair, from the

army.
He offered to refign with his

noble patron, but was not permitted. He, therefore, contented
himfelf with teftifying his refped and gratitude to his lordfhip,

by accompanying him forty miles on his return to England ;

after which he took leave of him with the utmoft regret.
But though Dr. Pringle was thus deprived of the immediate

protection of a*nobleman who knew and efteemed his worth,
his conduct in the duties of his llation procured him effectual

fupport. He attended the army in Flanders, through the cam-

paign of 1744., and fu powerfully recommended himfelf to the

duke of Cumberland, that, in the* fpring following, March ir,
he had a commHIion from his royal highnefs, appointing him

phyfician general to his majefty's forces in the Low Countries,
and parts beyond the feas

;
and on the next day he received a

fecond commillion from the duke, by which he was continued

phyfician to the royal hofpitals in the fame countries. On
March 5, he reiigned his profelTorlhip in confequence of thefe

promotions. In 1745, he was with the army in Flanders, but

was recalled from that country in the latter end of the year, to

attend the forces which were to be fent againfr, the rebels in

Scotland. At this time he had the honour of being chofen

F. R. S. Dr. Pringle, at the beginning of 1746, in his official

capacity, accompanied the duke of Cumberland in his expedition

againfl the rebels, and remained with the forces, after the battle

of Culloden, till their return to England, in the middle of

Auguft. We do not find that he was in Flanders during any part

of that year. In 1747 and 1748, he again attended the army
abroad

;
and in the autumn of 1748 he embarked with the forces

for England, upon the conclusion of the treaty of Aix-la-Cha-

pelle. From that time he principally refided in London, where,

from his known fkill and experience, and the reputation he had

acquired, he might reafonably exped to fucceed as a phyfician.
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In April, 1749, Dr. Pringle was appointed phyfician in ordinary
to his royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland. In 1750, he

published, in a letter to Dr. Mead, " Obfervations on the Gaol
or Hofpital Fever." This work, which palled through two

editions, arid was occafioned by the jail-diflemper that broke

out at that time in the city or' London, was well received by the

medical world, though he him felt afterwards confidered it as

having been haftily written. After fupplying fome things that were

omitted, and rectifying a tew miftakes that were made in it, he

included it in his grand work on the " Difeafes of the Army,"
\vhere it conftitutes the feventh chapter of the third part of that

treatife. It was in the fame year that Dr. Pringle began to com-
municate to the Royal Society his famous "

Experiments upon
Septic and Antifeptic Subftances, with Remarks relating to their

Ufc in the Theory of Medicine." Thefe experiments, which

comprehended feveral papers, were read at different meetings of

.the fociety; the firft in June, and the two next in the November

following; three more in the courfe of the year 1751 ; and the

laft in Feb. 1752. Only the three firft numbers were printed
in the "

Philofophical Tranfa&ions," as Dr. Pringle had fub-

joined the whole, by way of appendix, to his " Observations on
the Difeafes of the Army." Thefe experiments upon fcptic and

antifeptic fubftances, which have accompanied every fubfequent
edition of the treatife juft mentioned, procured for him the

honour of fir Godfrey Copley's gold medal. Befides this, they

gained him a high and juft reputation, as an experimental phi-

lofopher. In February, 1753, he prefented to the Royal Society" An Account of feveral Perfons feized with the Gaol Fever by
working in Newgate ;

and of the Manner by which the Infec-

tion was communicated to one entire Family." This is a very
curious paper ;

and was deemed of fuch importance by the ex-

cellent Dr. Stephen Hales, that he requefted the author's per-
rniffion to have it publilhed, for the common good of the king-
dom, in the " Gentleman's Magazine ;" [x] where it was

accordingly printed, previous to its appearance in the Tranfac-

tions, vol. 48. Dr. Pringle's next communication was,
" A

remarkable Cafe of Fragility, Flexibility, and DifTblution of

the Bones." In the 49th volume of the " Tran fact ions," we
meet with accounts which he had given of an earthquake felt at

Bruflels; of another at Glafgow and Dunbarton ! y j; ind of the

agitation of the waters, Nov. I, 1756, in Scotland and at Ham-
burgh. The 5oth volume contains, Obfervations by him on
the cafe of lord Walpole, of Woolterton

;
and a relation of the

virtues of foap, in dirlblving the flone, as experienced by the

Gent Mag. vol. xxiii. p. 71 74.
The creatcr part of the paper is by Dr. Whytt.

reverend
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reverend Mr. Matthew Simfon. The next volume is enriched
with two of the do&or's articles, of confiderable length, as well
as value. In the firft, he has collected, digefted, and related
the different accounts that had been given of a very extraordinary
fiery meteor, which appeared on Sunday the 26th of November,
1758, between eight and nine at night; and, in the fecond, he
has made a variety of remarks upon the whole, in which no
(mail degree of philofophical fagacity is difplayed. It would be
tedious to mention the various papers, which, both before and
after he became prefident of the Royal Society, were tranfmitted

through his hands. Belides his communications in the Philo-

fophical Tranfactions, he wrote, in the Edinburgh Medical

Eifays, volume the fifth, an " Account of the Succefs of the

Vitrum ceratum Antimonii."

April 14, 1/52, Dr. Pringle married Charlotte, the fecond

daughter of Dr. Oliver, an eminent Phyfician at Bath, and who
had long been at the head of his profeffion in that city. This

.connection did not laft long, the lady dying in the fpace of a

few years. Nearly about the time of his marriage, Dr. Pringle

Sve
to the public the firft edition of his " Obfervations on the

ifeafes of the Army." It was reprinted in the year follow-

ing, with fome additions. To the third edition, which was

greatly improved from the further experience the author had

gained by attending the camps, for three feafons, in England,
an Appendix was annexed, in anfwer to fome remarks that

profellor De Haen, of Vienna, and M. Gaber, of Turin, had

made on the work. A fimilar attention was paid to the im-

provement of the treatifc, in every fubfequent edition. The
work is divided into three parts ;

the firft of which, being prin-

cipally hiftorical, may be read with pleafure by every gentle-

man. The latter parts lie more within the province of phyfi-

cians. They alone are the beft judges of the merit of the per-

formance ;
and to its merit the moft decifive and ample tefti-

monies have been given. It hath gone through fcven editions

at home ;
and abroad it has been tranflated into the French,

German, and Italian languages. Scarcely any medical writer

hath mentioned it without fome tribute of applaufe. Ludwig,
in the fecond volume of his

" Commentarii dc Rebus in Si-ien-

tia Natural! et Medicina geftis," fpeaks of it highly; and gives

an account of it, which comprehends fixteen pages,

celebrated and eminent baron Haller, in his ' Bibliotheca

Anatomica," [z] with a particular reference to the trcatife we

are fpeaking of, ftyles
the author " Vir illuftris de omnibus

bonis artibus bene meritus." It is allowed to be a claflical

book in the phylkal line ;
and has placed the writer of

[z] Tom. ii. p- IBS-

rank
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rank with the famous Sydenham. Like Sydenham, too, he
has becon e eminent, not by the quantity, but the value of
his productions ; and has afforcka a happy inftance of the great
and deferved fame which may ibrnetimes arife from a fmgle
performance. The reputation that Dr. Pringle gained by his
" Obfervations on the Difeafes of the Army,'

;

was not of a
kind which is ever likely to diminish. The utility of it, how-
ever, was of (till greater importance than its reputation. From
the time that he was appointed a phylician to the army, it

foems to have been his grand objecSl to leiTen, as far as lay in

his power, the calamities of war
; nor was he without confi-

de rable fuccefs in his noble and benevolent defign. By the

inftruHons received from this book, General Melville, who
united with his military abilities the fpirit of philofophy, and
the fpirit of humanity, was enabled, when governor of the

Neutral Iflands, to be fingularly ufeful. By taking care to

have his men always lodged in large, open, and airy apart-
ments, and by never letting his forces remain long enough in

fwampy places, to be injured by the noxious air of Inch places,
the general was the happy initrument of faving the lives of
feven hundred foldiers. In -1753, Dr. Pringle was chofen
one of the council of the Royal Society. Though he had not

for fome years been called abroad, he ftill held his place of

phyfician to the army; and, in the war that began in 1755,
attended the camps in England during three feafons. This
enabled him, from further experience, to correct fome of his

former obfervations, and to give additional perfection to the

third edition of his great work. In 1758, he entirely quitted
the fervice of the army ; and being now determined to fix wholly
in London, he was admitted a licentiate of the college of phy-
fjcians, July 5, in the fame year. The reafon why this matter

was fo long delayed might probably be, his not having hitherto

come to a final refolution with regard to his fettlcment in the

metropolis. After the acceflion of king George III. to the

throne of Great Britain, Dr. Pringle was appointed, in 1761,

phyfician to the queen's houfhold ; and this honour was fuc-

ceeded, by his being conftituted, in 1763, phylician extraor-

dinary to her majefiy. April 12, in the fame year, he had

been chofen a member of the Academy of Sciences at Haar-
lem

; and, June following, he was elected a fellow of the Royal

College of Phyficians, London. In the fucceeding November,
he was returned on the ballot, a fecond time, one of the council

of the Royal Society ; and, in 1764, on the deceafe of Dr. Wol-
Jaflon, he was made phyfician in ordinary to the queen. Feb.

13, 1766, he was elecled a foreign member, in the phyfical

line, of the Royal Society of Sciences at Gottingen ; and, on

the 5th of June in that year, his majefty was gracicufly pleafed

3
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to teftify his fenfe of Dr. Pringle's abilities and merit, by raif-

ing him to the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain. July 18,
1768, fir John P.ringle was appointed phyfkian in ordinary to
her late royal highnefs the princefs dowager of Wales

; to
which office a falary was annexed of rool. a year. In 1770,
he was chofen, a third time, into the council of the Royal
Society; as he was, likewife, a fourth time, for the year 1772.On Nov. 30, in that year, in confequence of the death ofJames
Weft, efq; he was ele&ed prefident of that illullrious and
learned body. His election to this high ftation, though he had
fo refpedable an opponent at the late fir James Porter, was
carried by a very conliderable

minority. This was undoubtedly
the higheft honour that fir Juan Pringle ever received

; an
honour with which his other literary diltindions could not be

compared. It was at a very aufpicious time that fir John
Pringle was called upon to prefide over the Royal Society. A
wonderful ardour for philofophical fcience, and for the advance-
ment of natural knowledge, had of late years difplayed itfelf

through Europe, and had appeared with particular advantage in

our own country. He endeavoured to cheriih it by all thc-

methods that were in his power ;
and he happily ftruck upon a

new way to distinction and ufefulncfs, by the difcourfes which
were delivered by him on the annual alignment of lir Godfrey
Copley's medal. This gentleman had originally bequeathed
five guineas, to be given at each anniverfary meeting of the

Royal Society, by the determination of'the prefident and coun-

cil, to the perfon who had been the author of the beft paper of

experimental obfervations for the year pad. In procefs of

time, this pecuniary reward, which could never be an impor-
tant confideration to a man of an enlarged and philofophical

mind, however narrow his circumltances might be, was changed
into the more liberal form of a gold medal ; in which form

it is become a truly honourable mark of diftin&ion, and a juft

and laudable objecl: of ambition. It was, no doubt, always

ufual with the preiidcnt, on the delivery of the medal, to pay
fome compliment to the gentleman on whom it was beftowed ;

but the cultom of making a fet fpeech on the occafion, and of

entering into the hiftory of that part of philofophy to which the

experiments related, was firft introduced by Mr. Martin Folkcs.

The difcourfes, however, which he and his fucceilbrs delivered

were very fhort, and were only inferted in the minute-books ot

the Society. None of them had ever been printed before fir John

Pringle was raifed to the chair. The firft fpeech that was made

by him being much more elaborate and extended than ufual, the

publication of it was defired; and with this requeft, it is faid, hi

was the more ready to comply, as an abfurd account of wh;

he had delivered had appeared in a news-paper, bir John
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Pringle was very happy in the fubjeft of his primary difcourfc.

The difcoveries in magnet.ifm and electricity had been fuc-

ceeded by the inquiries into the various fpecies of air. la thefe

enquiries, Dr. Prieftley, who had already greatly diftinguimed
himfelf by his electrical experiments, and his other philofphical

purfuits and labours, took the principal lead. A paper of his,

entitled,
" Obfervations on different Kinds of Air," having

been read before the fociety in Murch, 1772, was adjudged to

be deferving of the gold medal
;
and fir John Pringle embraced

with pleafure the occafjoii of celebrating the important com-
munications of his friend, and of relating with accuracy and

fidelity what had previoufly bean difcovered upon the
fahject.

At the clofe of the fpeech, he earnellly requefted Dr. PrieU ley
to continue his liberal and valuable inquiries ; and we need

not fay how well he fulfilled this requeft. It was not, we
believe, intended, when fir John Pringle's firft fpeech was

printed, that the example mould be followed : but the fecond

difcourfe was fo well received by the Royal Society, that the

publication of it was unanimoufly requefted. Both the difcourfe

itfelf, and the fubjeft on which it was delivered, merited fuch

a diitinclion. The compofition of the fecond fpeech is evi-

dently fuperior to that of the former
; fir John having probably

been animated by the favourable reception of his iirft effort.

His account of the torpedo, and of Mr. Walfh's ingenious and

admirable experiments relative to the electrical properties of

that extraordinary fifh, is fingularly curious. The whole dif-

courfe abounds with ancient and modern learning, and exhibits

fir John Pringle's knowledge in natural hiftory, as well as in

medicine to great advantage. The third time that he was called

upon to difplay his abilities at the delivery of fir Godfrey's
medal, was on an eminently beautiful and important occafion.

This was no lefs than Mr. (now Dr.) Mafkelyne's fuccefsful

attempt completely to eftablifh fir Ifaac Newton's fyftem of

the univerfe, by his " Obfervations made on the Mountain

Schehallien, for finding its attraction." Sir John Pringle took

advantage of this opportunity, to give a perfpicuous and accu-

rate relation of the fevcral hypothefes of the ancient?, with

regard to the revolutions of the heavenly bodies, and of the

noble difcoveries with which Copernicus enriched the aftrorio-

mical world. He then traced the progrefs of the grand prin-

ciple of gravitation down to fir Ifaac's illuftrious confirmation

or it
;
to which he added a concife narrative of melTrs. Bou-

guer's and Conclamine's experiment at Chimboraco, and of

Mr. Mafkelyne's at Schehallien. If any doubts yet remained

with refp^cr. to the truth of the Newtonian fyftem, they were
now totally removed. Sir John Pringle had reafon to be pecu-

liarly fatisfied with the fubjedt of his fourth difcourfe; thaf

fubjedt
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fubjeft being perfedly congenial to his difpofition and ftudies.
His own lite had been much employed in pointing out the
means which tended not only to cure, but to prevent, the dif-
eafes of mankind

;
and it is probable, from his intimate friend-

Ihip with capt. Cook, that he might fuggeft to that fagaciouscommander ibme of the rules which he followed, in order to

preferve the health of the crew of his raajefty's fhip the Refo-
lution, during her voyage round the world. Whether this was
the cafe, or whether the method purfued by the captain to
attain fo falutary an end, was the rcfult alone of his own
reflections, the fuccefs of it was

aftonifliing; and this famous
voyager feemed well entitled to every honour which could be
beltowed. To him the fociety afligned their gold medal, but
he was not prefent to receive the honour. He was gone out

upon that voyage from which he never returned. In this lafl

voyage he continued equally fuccefsful in maintaining the health
ot his men.

Sir John Pringle, in his next annual diflertation, had an

opportunity of difplaying his knowledge in a way in which
it had not hitherto appeared. The difcourfe took its rife

from the prize medal's being adjudged to Mr. Mudge,
then an eminent -furgeon at Plymouth, upon account of his

valuable paper, containing
" Directions for making the beft

Compofition for the Metals of Reflecting Telefcopes, together
with a Defcription of the Procefs for grinding, polifhing, and

giving the great Speculum the true parabolic Form." Sir John
has accurately related a variety of particulars, concerning the

invention of reflecting telefcopes, the fubfequent improvements
of thefe inftruments, and the (late in which Mr. Mudge found

them, when he fir ft let about working them to a greater perfec-

tion, till he had truly realized the expectation of fir Ifaac

Newton, who, above an hundred years ago, prefaged that the

public would one day poflefs a parabolic fpeculum, not accom-

plifhed by mathematical rules, but by mechanical devices. Sir

John Pringle's fixth difcourfe, to which he was led by the

aflignment of the gold medal to Mr. (now Dr.) Huttnn, on

account of his curious paper, entitled,
" The Force of fired

Gun-powder, and the initial Velocity of Canon-balls, deter-

mined by Experiments," was on the theory of gunnery.

Though fir John had fo long attended the army, this was pro-

bably a fubject to which he had heretofore paid very little

attention. We cannot, however, help admiring with what

perfpicuity and judgement he has ftated the progrcfs
that was

made, from time to time, in the knowledge of projectiles, and

the fcientific perfeaion to which his friend Mr. Hutton had

carried this knowledge. Sir John Pringle was not one of

thofe who delighted in war, and in the fhedding ot hi:

blood, he was happy in being able to mew that even the fluty
of
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of artillery might be ufeful to mankind ; and, therefore, this is

a topic which he has not forgotten to mention. Here ended

his difcourfes upon the delivery of fir Godfrey Copley's medal.

If he had continued to prelide in the chair of the Royal Society,
he would, no doubt, have found other occafions of difplaying
his acquaintance with the hiftory of philofophy. But the

opportunities which he had of fignalizing himfelf in this refpedt
\vere important in themfelves, happily varied, and fuflicient to

gain him a folid and lalting reputation.
Several marks of literary didinction, as we have already feen,

had been conferred upon fir John Pringle, before he was raifed

to the prefident's chair. But after that event they were beftov/ed

upon him with great abundance : and, not again to refume the

fubject, we (hall here collect them together. Previoufly, how-
ever, to thefe honours (excepting his having been chofen a

fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London), he received

the lad promotion that was given him in his medical capacity;
v/hich was, his being appointed, Nov. 4, 1774, phyflcian ex-

traordinary to his majefty. In the year 1/76, he was enrolled

in the lift of the members of no lefs than four learned bodies.

Thefe were the Royal Academy of Sciences at Madrid
;
the

Society of Amfterdam, for the Promotion of Agriculture ; the

Royal Academy of Medical Correfpondence at Paris
;
and the

Imperial Academy of Sciences at St. Peterlburg. The times

of fir John Pringle's election into thefe eminent focieties,

according to the order in which we have mentioned them, were
on the 1 2th of February, in the month of September, and on
the 28th and 2Qth of December. July 5, 17/7, fir John Prin-

gle was nominated, by his ferene highnefs the landgrave of

Belfe, an honourary member of the Society of Antiquaries at

Cartel. In 1778, he fucceeded the celebrated Linnasus, as one

of the foreign members of the Royal Academy of Sciences at

Paris. This honour is extended by that illuttrious body only
to eight 'perfons, on which account it is juftly efteemed a molt

eminent mark of distinction ;
and we believe there have been

few or no inftances, wherein it hath been conferred on any
other than men of great and acknowledged abilities and repu-
tation. 061. ir, in the fame year, our author was chofen a

member of the Medical Society at Hanau. In the fucceeding

year, March 29, he was elected a foreign member of the Royal

Academy of Sciences and Belles Lettres at Naples. The laft

teflimony of rcfpect which was, in this way, beftowed upon
fir Joh,n Pringlc, was his being admitted, in 1781, into the

number of the fellows of the newly erected Society of Anti-

quaries at Edinburgh. The particular defign of which is to

invenMgate the hiflory and antiquities of Scotland. It was at a

^a-te period of life, when fir John Pringle waj in the fixty-fixth

year
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year of his age, that he was chofen to be prefident of the Royal
Society. Confidering, therefore, the extreme attention that
was paid by him to the various and important duties of his
office, and the great pains he took in the preparation of his dif-

courfes, it was natural to expec> that the burden of his
honourable ftation fliould grow heavy upon him in a conrfe of
time. Ihis burden was increafcd not only by the weight of
years, but by the accident of a fall in the area in the back part
of his houfe, from which he received confiderable hurt, and
which, in its confequences, affec-led his health, and weakened
his fpirits. Such being the ftate of his body and mind, he

began to entertain thoughts of refigning the prefident's chair.
It has been faid likewife, and believed, that he was much hurt

by the difputes introduced into the fociety, concerning the

queftion, whe her pointed or blunted electrical conductors are
the moft efficacious in preferving buildings from the pernicious
eftecls of ligrrning. Perhaps fir John Pringle's declining years,
and the general ftate of his health, will form fufficient reafons
for his relignation. His intention, however, was difagreeable
to many <>f his friends, and to many diftinguiThed members of
the Royal Society. Accordingly, they earneftly folicited him
to continue in the chair

; but, his refolution being fixed, he

refigned it at the anniverfary meeting in 1778. Jofeph Banks,

efq; (now fir Jofeph Banks] was unanimoufly elected prefident
in his room

;
a gentleman whofe life, and the fervices he has

rendered to fcience, will hereafter form an important article ia

biographical works. Though fir J
r 'rm Pringle quitted his par-

ticular relation to the Royal Society, and did not attend its

meetings fo conftantly as he had formerly done, he ftill retained

his literary connexions in general. His houfe continued to be

the refort of ingenious and philofophical men, whether of his

own country., or from abroad ;
and he was frequent in his \

to his friends. He was held in particular efteem by eminent

and learned foreigners, none of whom came to England with-

out waiting upon him, and paying him the greatcft refpech
He treated them, in return, with diftinguiflied civility and

regard. When a number of gentlemen met at his table,

foreigners were ufually a part of the company. Sir John Prin-

gle's infirmities increa'fing, he hoped that he might recciv.

advantage from an excurfion to Scotland, and fpending thtf

fummer there; which he did in 1780, principally at Edin-

burgh. He had probably then formed fome defign of fixing

his refidence in that city.
However this may have been, he

was fo well pleaf^d with a place to which he had been habi-

tuated in his younger days, and with the refpecl fhewn hi::

his friends, that he purchafed a houfe there, \vhither he i

to return in the following fpring. When he came ba;

LondoB,
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London, in the autumn of the
year

above mentioned, he

began to prepare for putting his fcheme into execution.

Accordingly, having firft difpofed of the greateft part of his

library, he fold his houfe in Pall-Mail, in April, 1781, and
fome few days after removed to Edinburgh. In this 'city he
was treated, by perfons of all ranks, with every mark of dif-

tinftion. But Edinburgh was not now to him what it had been
in early life. The vivacity of fpirits, which, in the days of

youth, fpreads fuch a charm on the objects that furround us,
was fled. Many, if not moft, of fir John Pringle's old friends

and contemporaries were dead
; and, though fome of them

remained, they could not meet together with the fame ftrength
of conftitution, the fame ardour of purfuit, the fame animation

of hope, which they had formerly poflefTed. The younger men
of eminence .paid him the fincereft teftimonies of efteem and

regard ; but it was too late in life for him to form new habits

of clofe and intimate friendmip. He found, likewife, the air

of Edinburgh too fharp and cold for his frame, which had long
been peculiarly fenfible to the feverities of weather. Thefe
evils were exaggerated by his increafing infirmities, and, per-

haps, by that reftleflnefs of mind, which, in the midft of bodily

complaints, is ftill hoping to derive fome benefit from a change
of place. He determined, therefore, to return once more to

London, where he arrived in the beginning of September.
Before fir John Pringle entirely quitted Edinburgh, he requefted
his friend, Dr. John Hope, to prefent ten volumes, fulio, of
" Medical and Phyfical Obfervations," in manufcript, to the

Royal College of Phyficians in that city. This benefaction

was conferred on two conditions
; firft, that the obfervations

fhould not be publifhed ; and fecondly, that they mould not be

lent out of the library on any pretence whatever. A meeting
of the college being fummoned upon the occafion, fir John's
donation was accepted with much gratitude, and a refolution

pafTed to comply with the terms on which it was beftowed.

He was, at the fame time, preparing two other volumes to be

given to the university, containing the formulas referred to in

his annotations.

Sir John Pringle, upon his arrival at the metropolis, found

his fpirits fomewhat revived. He was greatly pleafed with

re-vifiting his London friends ; and he was received by them
with equal cordiality and affection. His Sunday evening con-

verfations were honoured with the attendance of many refpedt-
able men

; and, on the other nights of the week, he had the

pleafure of fpending a couple of hours with his friends, at a

fociety that had long been eftablifhed, and which had met, for

fome time pad, at Mr. Watfon's, a grocer, in the Strand. Sir

John's connection with this fociety, and his conftant attendance

upon
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upon it, formed, to the laft, one of his principal entertainments.
The morning was chiefly employed by him in receiving and

returning the vilits of his various acquaintance ; and he h:td

frequently a imall and feleCt party to dine with him at his

apartments in King-ftreet, St. JamesVfquare. All this while,
his Irrength declined with a rapidity which did not permit his

friends to hope that his life would long be continued. On
Monday evening, Jan. 14, 1782, being with the fociety at

Watfon's, he was feizcd with a fit, from which he never
recovered. He was accompanied home by Dr. Saunders, for

whom he had the higheft regard ;
and in whom he had, in every

refpedt, juftly placed the molt unreferved confidence. The
doctor afterwards attended him with unwearied aifiduity, but, to

any medical purpofe, entirely in vain; for he died on the Friday
following, being the i8th day of the month, in the feventy-fifth

year of his age ; and the account of his death was every where
received in a manner which mewed the high fenfe that was
entertained of his merit. On the 7th of February, he

interred in St. James's church, with great funeral folemnity,
and with a very honourable attendance of eminent and refpea-
able friends. As a teftimony of regard to his memory, at the

fir ft meeting of the College of Phyficians at Edinburgh, after

his deceafe, all the members appeared in deep mourning.
Sir John Pi ingle, by long practice, had acquired a handfome

fortune, which he difpofed of with great prudence and pro-

priety. The bulk of it, as might naturally and reafonal.

expeded, he bequeathed to his worthy nephew and heir, lir

James Pringic, of Stichel, bart. whom he appointed
executor, But the whole was not immediately to go to lir

James ;
for a fum equal, we believe, to feven hundred pounds

a-ycar, was appropriated to annuities, revertible to that
g<.

man at the deceafe of the annuitants. By thefc means, lir John
exhibited an important proof of his regard and affection for

federal of his valuable relations and friends. Sir John Pringle's

eminent character as a practical phyfician,
as well as a medical

author, is fo well known, and fo univcrfally acknowledged,

that an enlargement upon it cannot be !. In the

of fcience, v.hk'h he built on the firm bnfis oi tact, \\ith

regard to philofophy in general, he was as averfe to tin

unfupported by experiments,
as he w:is with refpcct to medi-

cine iii particular.
Lord Bacon was his favourite author

;

to the method of inveftigating recommended by that great man

he (readily adhered. Such being his intelledlual char..

will not be thought furpriiing
that he had a diflike to 1

VOL. XII. Cc
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To metaphyfical difquijitions he loft all regard in the laffer

part of his life
; and, though form- of his molt valued friends had

engaged in difcuffions of this kind, with very different views of

things, he did not choofe to revert to the {Indies of his youth,
but contented himfelf with the opinions he had then formed.

Sir John Pringle had not much fondnefs for poetry. He had
not even any difttnguifhed relifh for the immortal Shakfpeare :

at lead, he teemed too highly feniible of the defects of that

illuftrious bard, to give him the proper degree of estimation.

Sir John Pringle had not, in his youth, been neglectful of phi-

lological enquiries; and, after having omitted them for a time,
he returned to them again ;

fo far, at leaft, as to endeavour to

obtain a more exact knowledge of the Greek language, proba-

bly with a view to a better understanding of the New Tefta-

ment. He paid a great attention to the French language ; and
it is faid that he was fond of Voltaire's critical writings. Among
all his other purfuits, fir John Pringle never forgot the ftudy of

the Englifh language. This he regarded as a matter of fo

much confequence, that he took uncommon pains with rcfpect
to the ftyle of his compofitions ;

and it cannot be denied, that

he excels in perfpicuity, correctnefs, and propriety of expref-
fion. "Though he {lighted poetry, he was very fond of muiic.

He was even a performer on the violoncello, at a weekly con-

cert given by a fociety of gentlemen at Edinburgh. Befides a

clofe application to medical and philofophical fcience, fir John
Pringle, during the latter part of his life, devoted much time

to the itudy of divinity. This was with him a very favourite

and interesting object. He correfponded frequently with Mi-
chaelis on theological fubjects ;

and that celebrated profeilor
addrefTed to him fome letters on " Daniel's Prophecy of the

Seventy Weeks,'" which fir John thought worthy of being pub-
liilicd in this country. He was accordingly at confiderable

pains, and fome expence, in the publication, which appeared
in 1773, under the following title:

"
Joannis Davidis Michae-

lis, Prof. Ordin. Philof. ct Soc. Reg. Scient. Goettingenfis Col-

legas, Epiitolce, de LXX Hebdomadihus Danielis, ad D. Jban-
nem Pringle, Baroncttum : primo privatim millx, mine vero

utriufque confenfu publice etlitoe," 8vo [A], Sir John Pringle
was likewife a diligent and frequent reader of fermons, which

form fo valuable a part of Englifh literature. If, from ih^;

intellectual, we pafs on to the moral character of fir John

Pringie, we fhall find that the ruling feature of it was integrity.

By this principle he was uniformly actuated in the whole of hi?

behaviour. All his acquaintance with one voice agreed that

there never was a man of greater integrity. He was equally

[A] Anecdotes of Bo-.vycr, p. 446, 447. Ibid. p. 6cr.

dif-
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diftinguifhed for his fobriety. He told Mr. Bofwell, that he
had never in his life been intoxicated with liquor, la his

friendihips, fir John Pringle was ardent and
yiteady. The inti-

macies which were formed by him, in the early part of his life

at Edinburgh, continued unbroken to the deceafe of the gentle-
men with vvhom they were made

; and were fuftained by a

regular correfpondence, and by all the good offices that lay in

his power. With relation to fir John Pringle's external manner
of deportment, he paid a very refpectful attention to thole

whom he eiteemed; but he had a kind of referve in his beha-

viour, when he was not perfectly pleafed with the perfons who
were introduced to him, or who happened to be in his company.
His fenfe ot integrity and dignity would not permit him to

adopt that talfe and fuperficial politenefs, which treats all men
alike, however diifcrent in point of real eftimation and merit.

He was above alJmning the profeflions, without the reality of

refpecl:. On the religious character of fir John Pringle it is

more particularly important to enlarge. The principles of

piety and virtue, which were early inftille^ into him by a

Itricx education, do not appear ever to have lo(t their influence

upon the general conduit of his life. Neverthelefs, when hi.

veiled abroad in the world, his belief of the Chriftian revelation

was fo far unfettled, that he became at leaft a fceptic on that

fubjecl. But it was not the difpofition of lir John Pringle to

reft fatisfied in his doubts and difficulties, with refpeft to a

matter of fuch high importance. He was too great a lovt

truth, not to makx religion the object of his ferious enquiry.

As he fcorned to be an implicit believer, he was equally a^

to the being an implicit unbeliever ;
which is the cafe of large

numbers, who rejecl Chriltianity with as little knowledge, and

as little examination, as the molt determined bigots embrace

their fyrtems. The refult of this inveiligation was, a full con-

viction of the divine original and authority of the goluel;
"1 hu

evidence of revelation appeared to him to be (olid and invinci-

ble ;
and the nature of it to be fuch as muit demand the rnoft

grateful acceptance. Such having bc< n the ch.<ra6ler and emi-

nence of fir John Pringle, it was highly proper
th ,: a tribute

to his merit mould be placed in Weftminfter abbey. Accord-

ingly, under the direction, and at the e - nephew

arid 'heir, a monument with an Englifh infcription has been

ereded, of which Mr. Nollekens was the fculptor.

PRIOLO (BENJAMIN), in Latin Priolus, author of an Inl-

torv of France from the death of Louis XIII. in
1643

to 1664.,

was born in 1602. He was defcended from the Prioli, an ilh

trious familv, feme of whom had been doges of Venice,

underwent fome difficulties from lofmg his father .and m<

when voune ; but thefe did not abate his paffion
for learn

WlUCA
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which was fo ftrong, that be nfed to fpcnd whole days and

nights at his books. He ftudied firi> at Orthez, next at M<;n-

tauban, and afterwards at Leyclen ;
in which laft city he pro-

fited by the lectures of Heinfios and Voflius. He went to

Paris, for the fake of feeing and con felting Grotlus
;
and after-

wards to Fadiia, where lie learned the opinions of Ariitotle and
other ancient philofophers, under Gremoninus and Licetus,

After returning to France, he went again into Italy, in order

to be recognized by the houfe of Prioli as one of their rela-

tions. He devoted himfelf to the duke of Rohan, then in the

Venetian fervicc, and becaine one of his molt intimate confi-

dents
; but, uncertain what his fate would be after this duke's

<leath, he retired to Geneva, having married, three months

before, a lady of a very noble family. The duke de Longue-
ville drew him from this retirement, upon his being appointed

plenipotentiary from the court of France for the treaty of

Munfter, as a perfon whofe talents might be of fervice to him
;

and Priolo refided with him a year at Munfter, where he con-

tracted a very intimate friendfhip with Chigi the nuncio, who
was afterwards pope Alexander VII. From Munlter he re-

turned to Geneva, whence he went to France, in order to fettle

at Paris. He ftayed fix months in Lyons, and there had fre-

quent conferences with cardinal Francis Barberini
;
the effect

of which was, that himfelf and his whole family abjured the

Proteftant religion, and immediately received the communion
from the hands of the cardinal. He was not, however, lonj^

eafy at Paris; for, the civil war breaking out foon after, he

joined with the malecontents, which proved the ruin of his

fortune. He was obliged to retire to Flanders, his eliate was

confiscated, and his family baniihed. Being afterwards reitored

to the favour of his fovereign, he refolved to lead a private life,

and to devote himfelf to ftudy. It was at this time, and to divert

his melancholy, that he wrote, without the leaft
flattery or par-

tiality, his "
Hiitory of France/' in Latin. It has gone through

fevcral imprellions, but the beft edition is that of Leiplic, 1686,
in 8vo. He was again employed in negociations, and fct out

in 1667 upon a fecrct affair to Venice
;
but did not arrive at the

end of his journey, being feized with an apoplectic fit, of

which he died in the archbifhop's palace at Lyons. He left

feven children, who, by virtue of his name, and their own
accomplifhments and merit, rofe to very flourishing circum-

ftances.

Priolo was a man of great and cxtcnfive abilities, as appear?
from his hiftory. He abounded in maxims, which, if not

always juft, are often diverting.
" Man," he ufed to fay,

"
pofleffes but three things, the foul, body, and wealth; and

tbefe arc Continually expoicd to three forts of enfnaring attacks

or
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or ambufcades; the foul to that of divines, the body to that of

phyiicians, and wealth to that of counfellors and lawyers."PRIOR (MATTHEW) [B], an eminent Englifh poet and
jhtefman, was the fon of Air. George Prior, a joiner and citizen
of London

;
and was born there the 21 ft of July, 1664. His

father dying while he was very young, left him to the care of an
uncle, a vintner near Charing-crols, who difc'harged the truft

repofcd in him with a tendernefs truly paternal, and at a proper
age fent him to Weftir.inlrcr fchool, where he dhiinguHhcd
hirafeli to great advantage. He was afterwards taken home by
his uncle, in order to be bred to his trade: at leifure hours,
however, he purfucd the ftudy of the dailies, on which account
lie was foon noticed by the polite company who reforted to his

uncle's houfe. It happened -one day, that the enri of Dorfet
and other gentlemen being at this tavern, th, J

upon a paiiage in an ode of Horace, who was Prioi fa\ourite

author ; and the company being divided in their fentimcnts, one
of the gentlemen faid,

"
I find we arc not like to agree in our

criticifms: but, if I am not miltakcn, there is a young fellow

in the houfe, who is able to fet us all right." Upon which he

named Matt. Prior, who being called in, gave the company the

fatisfaclion they wanted.

Lord Dorfet, exceedingly Urtick with his ingenuity and learn-

ing, from that moment determined to remove him from the

ihuion he was in, to one more fuitable to his talents and genius ;

and accordingly procured him to be lent, in 1682, to St. John's col-

lege in Cambridge, where he proceeded B. A. in 1686, and was

fhortl.y after .cho fen fellow. During his relidence in the univer-

fity, he contracted an intimate friendfhip with Charles Mon-

tague of Trinity college, afterwards earl of Halifax : and Drydcn

having publifhed, in 1686, his poem called " The Hind and the

Panther," Prior joined with Mr. Montague in writing
" The

Hind .and the Panther tranfverfed, to the llory of tl:e Country
-

Moufe ayd the City-Moufe," which was publiflicJ
in 1687.

Upon t
:

iie Revolution, he was brought to court by his great

patron the carl of Dojriet ; at.d by l.is intercfl introduced to

bufincfs; for which, as well as for poetry, of which he li.;d

already given noble fpeciir.cns,
he was well tormed. In 1690,

he was made fccretarv to tlie plenipotentiaries
in the congrcls

at the Hague ;
and acquitted himft-lt io much to the fatisfaction

of king William, that, refolving to keep him near his pcrfon,

he appointed him a gentleman of his bedchamber. This litua-

tion afforded him leifure to indulge his genius for
poetry;

and

he then compo.fed fcveral of his poems. He wu^ again employed

[9] Memoirs of Mr. P;ior by Sam. Humphreys, Efq; prefixed
to tjic 3d . >\. f

Pnor's Poems, Load. 1733. Geiu-ral Diet.
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as fecretaryto the Englifh negotiations at the treaty of Ryfwick,
in 1697, having been nominated the fame year principal fecrc-

tary of ftate in Ireland. In 1698, he went fecretary to the

embaffy in France ; in which poft he continued during the fuc-

ceiTive embaflies of the earls of Portland and Jerfey. While he

was in France, one of the officers of the king's houfchold, lhewT

ing him the royal apartments and curiofities of Versailles, and

among them the paintings of Le Brun, in which the victories of

Louis XIV. are defcribed, afked him, whether king William's

actions were to be feen alfo in his palace :
" No," anfwcrcd the

Englifh fecretary,
" the monuments of my matter's actions are

to be feen every where but in his ^wn houfe."

In 1699, he went to king William at Loo in Holland,

whence, after a long and particular audience with his majefly,
he departed by way of the Hague for England, ai.d immediately
was made under-fecretary in the office of the earl of Jericy. In

a few days, being a great favourite with the French king, he

\vap ordered back to Paris, to aflift the ambaifador in the affair

of the partition-treaty ; and, having difpatched the bufmefs to

the fatisfaction of both fovereigns, returned with great quicknefs
to London. The fame year, he printed his celebrated poem,
called,

" Carmen Szculare." In 1700, he was appointed one

of the lords commifTjoners of trade and plantations, upon the

refignation of Mr. Locke ; and was elected a reprefcntative for

Jialt-Grinftead in Suffex, in the new parliament of that year,
where he voted for impeaching the fevcral lords charged with

aclvifing the partition-treaty.

Upon the fuccefs of the war with France, after the acceffion

of queen An;ie, Prior exerted his poetical talent in honour
of his country: firft, in his " Letter to Boileau, on the vic-

tory at Blenheim, in 1704;" and again, in his " Ode on the

glorious Succefs of her Majefty's Arms, in 1706 [c]." Yet he

after-

[c] An excellent letter to Prior, on age is rnoft certainly hsppy in ll/

this Ode, from the pious Mr. Nelfon, is when our countrymen fight with fo much
,-i-A in the "Anecdotes of Bow- braveiy, we have a contaminate poet, th^t

yrr," p. 4. whence we fhall take the kcur-s their hardy deeds from oblivion,

liberty of roa'cing a foort extract : and places their b.ittlcs in eterr.al light.
" Der.r bir, Cranf'.rd, July zo. You obferve n decency throughout your

' I have been fo agreeably entertained whole Ocie, \vhich is the effecl: of your
in my retirement at thb place with the true good fenfe, that when with a liberal

beauties of your charming Mufe, that mere hand you brftow your incenie upon our

fenfe of gratitude for the pleafure I have great general, it ftill rifes in thicker clouds

enjoyed contlrains me to pay my acknovv- towards her who made his arms her choice,

leogements to the mafterly hand that admi- I could wifh our pulpit orators underftood

niirered it. And ind.-ea, I muft own, the the fame decorum; and then all their par-

banquet is fo elegantly prepared, that at ticular praifes would have had a relation

the fame time that it raifes my admiration, to their main fubjeft. Without the bias

it gratifies and fatisfies my appetite to the of friendfhip, I niay venture to fay you

full; and yet I can return it with frefh have improved thofe hints you have bov-

gu.lo: for decles repctita flaceblt. Our .rowed from Horace j and, were I as well

acquainted
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afterwards concurred with thofe who drove for a peace ; and, in

1711, when the queen determined to treat with France, was
chofen to convey her majeily's demands. For this purpofe, he
was appointed plenipotentiary to that court

; having been made
one of the commifiioners of the cuftoms jufl before. He was
much employed, and intimately concerned, in the bufinefs of
the peace ; and, after returning, was fent again to France in

Auguft, 1712, to accommodate fuch matteis as had remained
unfettled in the congrtfs at Utrecht. From the end <-f tins

month, he had the appointments and authority of an ambafla-

dor; and fo continued as long as queen Anne lived*. He re-

mained at Paris alfo in the character of a public minilter, fomc
months after the acceflion of George I. and then was fucccecled

by the earl of Stair. The great change, which happened in the

public affairs at that time, occafioned Mr. Prior to be detained

in France; and upon his arrival in England, March 25, 1715,
he was immediately Taken tip by an order of the honfe of com-

mons, and foon after examined by a committee of the prhy
council. June 10, Robert Walpole, cfq; moved the honfe for

an impeachment againft him
;
and on the lyth, Mr. Prior wr>s

ordered into clufe cultody, and no.pcrfon admitted to fee him
without leave of the fpeaker. In 1717, an aft of Grace palled,

but he was one of the perfons excepted. in it
; at the (

of the year, however, he was difcharged from his confinement.

He fpent the remainder of his clays, retired from bufinefs, at

Down-Hall, a fmall villa, in the county of Elfex. Huvim;
finished his " Solomon, on the Vanity of the World," he made

acolleclion of all his poems, nnd published them in one volume,

folio, with an elegant dedication to the duke of Dorfet. S.>me

time after, he formed a defign of writing an "
Hiiiory <M

own Time ;" but had made" very little progrefs in it, w

,a lingering fever carried him off, Sept. 18, 1721, in his fifty-

eighth year. He died at Wimple, a feat of the eail of Oxford,

not far from Cambridge; a;.d his corpfe was inteireJ in Weft-

minfter-abbcy, where a monument \... J at his own

acquainted with Spenfer, I believe I QioM Uate the queen's glory to future genera-

have reafon to nuke the fame jud..-.
I >it ftruck

ja reference to your ftylc.
1 ^

whatever his is, v'our imagination is w.u:n, tlu i nave t
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charge, 500!. having been fet apart by him for that purpofe,
and an infcription for it was written by Robert Freind, mafter
of Weftminfter-fchool. After his death, more of his poems
were published; and there appeared, in 1740,

" The Hillory of
his own Time, compiled from his original Manufcripta ;" a

compofition little worthy of him, and undoubtedly for the moil

part, if not entirely, fpurious.
It fhonld be remembered, that he was concerned in fome of

the firil papers of " The Examiner ;" and was fuppofed to be
the author of a criticifm in it, upon a poem of Dr. Garth to

the earl of Godolphin: which criticifm expofcd him to the

feverity of Mr. Addifon, in the fir ft number of his
"
Whig-

Examiner."

Prior, notwithstanding the many high ports and lucrative em-

ployments lie had poiTelled, died at laii fellow of St. John's col-

lege in Cambridge. He was often told that a fellow (hip was
too trifling a thing for him to keep, and even improper for his

character: but he replied, that "
every thing he had befides was

precarious, and when all failed, that would be bread and check- ;

on which account lie did not mean to part with it." However,
to make the fociety fome amends for this humour, he left tru-m

books to the value of 2ool. to be chofen by them out of his

library ;
and alfo his picture painted by La Belle, in France, which

had been a prefent to him from Louis XIV.
The works of this writer having been very inaccurately and

imperfectly publifhed, Mr. Thomas Evans, bookfeller, under-

took to give a new edition ; and hearing that the dowager
dutchefs of Portland was poflelFed of fome manufcript poems of

Prior [D~|, applied to his friend Mr. Garrick, for his interefl

v/ith her grace, to obtain her permiffion to conclude his edition

with thefe unpublished poems. Mr. Garrick, with ihat friend-

fhip and zeai for literature which marked his character, im-

mediately made the application, which the dutchefs anfvvered

very favourably, defining only to leave the decifion of what

poems were fit for publication to the judgement of Mr. Burke

and Garrick. The meeting for this purpofe was prevented by
the avocations and death of Garrick, and the manufcripts remain

unpublifhed. Evaus publilhed his edition without thefe accef-

fions [E].

PRISCIANUS,

[D] Of which a fperimrn may be fcen tions
; by the latter for his

in Nichols's" Scksfl Collection of Poems," regard ; by his friends for his readincfb anil

vol. I. p. iii. aftivity in their fervice ; and by his ac-

[E] Thefc particulars were communi- quaintancc for the pleafsntnefs of his con-

cited to Mr, Nichols, by Mr. Evans, not vcrfation, and his entertaining manner of

many days before his death, which hap- difpl.iying his wit and humour, of both r >f

pened April 30, 1784. Mr. Evans was much which he poflefled a more than ordinary

beloved, refpected and cfteemed by his nu- portion. He had naturally a tafte and a

naerous ac^uainUJicc, friends, a;id rcla- love for literature ; und, ^ far as prudence
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PRISCIANUS, an eminent grammarian of
antiquity, who

was born at Ca?farea, and afterwards went to Conftantinople
-

where he taught the principles of his art, and was in the higheft
repute about the year 525. Donatus, Servius, and Prifcian,
are called triumviri in Re Grammatica, by Laiuentius Valla
who thinks them all excellent, and that none of the ancients]who wrote after them upon the Latin language, are fit to be men-
tioned with them. Prifcian compofed a work, " De Arte
Grammatica," which was fir ft printed by Aldus, at Venice, in

1476 : it rsaddrefled to Julianus, not the emperor, as fome have
erroneouilv fuppofed, but the conful. He wrote a book " DC
Naturalibus Quxftionibus," which he dedicated to Chofroes,
king of Pej-Ha. He tranflated "

Dionyfius's Defcription of
the World," into Latin verfe : it is printed with the edition
ot that author, at Oxford, 1697, in 8vo. Some have pretended,
that this grammarian was fir!): a Chriftian, and afterwards a
Pagan : but there is no foundation for this opinion. Hadrian
Vaiefius relates, that his name, in a very ancient and correct

manufcript, is written Prasfcianus. A perfon, who writes falfc

jLatin, is proverbially faid "to break Prifcian's head."

PRISCILLIAN, a heretic of the fourth century, well known
in eeclefiaflical hiltory for having revived the errors of the Gnof-
tics and Manicheans. He was a Spaniard, of high birth, and great
fortune, with confiderable talents and eloquence. His opinions
firft became known in 379, and were rapidly diffufcd in Spain.
But in the enfuing year, a council was held by the bifho^s of

Aquitaine at SaragoiFi, in which the PrifcillianiUs were folemnly
condemned. He was then but a layman, but foon after he was
ordained bidiop of Labina, or Lavila, fuppofed to be Avila, one

of the cities of Galicia, by t\vo bilhops of his own party, in

the year 384, or, as Baron ius in his annals write?, 387, the

ringleaders of this feel were put to death by the emperur Max-

imus, having been convicted before the magistrates of the grolFelt

immoralities. Thefe were Piifciliian himfelf, Felicilfimus, and

Armenus, two ecclefiaftics, who had but very lately embr..

his doctrine; Afarinus and Anreliu?, two deacons; Latroni-

anus, or, as Jerome, calls him, Matmniamis, a layman; :mJ

Eucrocia, the widow of the orator Dclphidius, who had pro-

felfed eloquence in the city of Boiirdeaux a few years before.

Thefe were all beheaded at Trevcs. The re-it of Prifcillian's

followers, whom they could di (cover or apprehend, were cither

banifhcd or confined. The bodies of Prifcillian, and thufe who

vou!d permit, cndcivoured to render his and engaged in a great number of pybli-

private propenlity the fource of public cations that tended to refcuc

advantage, and public ornam n:. Hence he oblivion, and to do honour to the literary

favoured the world v.ith cicrmt editions cbiracler of his country.

?J the works of fame \^ry eniincnt ;

lut!
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fuffered with him, were conveyed by the friends and adherents
into Spain, and there interred with great pomp and folemnity ;

their names \vere added to thofe of other faints and martyrs,
their firmnefs extolled, and their doctrine embraced by fuch
numbers of profelytes, that it fpread in a fhort time over all the

provinces between the Pyrenees and the ocean. The author of

the notes upon Sulpitius Severus tells us, that he faw the name
of Prifcillian in fome not very ancient martyrologies. In prac-
tice they did not much differ from the Manichees

; the fame, or

nearly the fame, infamous myfteries being afcribed to both: for,
in the trial of Prifcillian, before the emperor Maximus, it was

alledged that he had countenanced all manner of debauchery,
that he had held nocturnal aflemblSes of lewd women, and that

he ufed to pray naked among them. See the fummary of their

doctrine extracted from their own books, by Turibius, and fent

by him to pope Leo.

PRITZ (JOHN GEORGE), PRITIUS, or PRITZIUS, a Pro-
teftant divine, born at Leipfic in 1662. He was chofen in 1707,
at Gripfwalde, profefibr of divinity, ecclefiaftical counfellor,
and minifter; which offices he there held till i/ii, when he was
callec' to prefide over the miniftry at Frankfort on the Maine.
At that place he died, much beloved and efteemed, on the 24th
of Auguft, 1732. Beiides the works that were published by this

learned author, he was, from 1687 to 1698, one of the writers

jof the Leipfic Journal. Befides many compilations of various

kinds, he wrote, I. " A learned Introduction to the reading of
the New Teftament," 8vo, the beft edition is 1724. 2. " DC
Immortalitate Animas," a controverfial book, againft an Englifli
writer. 3. An edition of the works of St. Macarius. 4. An
edition of the G;eek Tcitament, with various readings, and

maps. 5. An edition of the letters of Milton
;
and fome other

works.

PROCLUS, an eminent philofopher among the later Pla-

tonifts [F], was born at Conftantinople in the year 410, of pa-
rents who were both able and willing to provide for his inftruction

in all the various branches of learning and knowledge. He was
firft fent to Xanthus, a city of Lycia, to learn grammar ;

thence

to Alexandria, where he was under the beft matters in rhetoric,

philofophy, and mathematics; and from Alexandria he removed to

Athens, where he heard the younger Plutarch and Syrianus, both

of them celebrated philofophers. He fuccetded the laft in the

rectorfhip of the Platonic fchool at Athens; where he died in

485. Marinus of Naples, who was his fucceifor in the fchool,

wrote his life ; and the firft perfect copy of it was published,
with a Latin verfion and notes, by Fabricius, Hamburgh, 1700,

[r] Fabric. Bibl. Graec. v. 8.
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4to, and afterwards fubjoined to his "
JBibliothcca Latina,

1703," 8vo.

He wrote a vafl number of woiks in various ways; many of
which are loft, fome are

publifii-.-d, and a few remain ftill in

jaaanufcript only. Of the published, there are four very elegant
hymns; one to the "

Sun," two to "
Venus," and one to the

" Mufes." There are " Commentaries upon feveral pieces of

Plato," upon the four books of Claudius Ptolemacus "Dejudi-
ciis Altrorum," upon the firft book of " Euclid's Elemcnis,"
and upon Heiu>d's "

Opera & Dies/' There are alfu works of

Pfoclus upon philofophical and aftror.omical fubjeds ; particu-

larly the piece
'^ De Sphasra," which was published in 1620,

4-to, by Bainbridge, the Savilian profellbr of agronomy at Ox-
ford. Laitly, we muft not forget to mention his "

Argumcnta
X VIII. adverfus Chriftianos;" which, though the learned Cave fup-

pofed them to be loll, ure (till extant. Cave, concluding too much
from the title of this piece, and from what Suidas fays of Proclus,

was led to rank him with Celfus, Julian, Porphyry, as a pro-
fetlcd and bitter adverfary of Chriiiianity : whereas Proclus only
attacks the Chrillians upon this fingle dogma,

" whether the

world be eternal r" the affirmative of which he attempts to prove

againit them by eighteen arguments. Joannes Philopnnus refuted

thefe arguments of Proclus, with eighteen arguments for the

negative: and both the one and the other, for they are inter-

woven, have been printed more than once with Latin verlions.

The character of Proclus is that of all the later Platonifts,

who were in truth much greater
cnthufiafis than the Chriltians

their contemporaries, whom they reprcfented in this light.

Proclus was not reckoned quite orthodox by his order : he did

not adhere fo religiouily,
as Julian and Porphyry, to^

the doc-

trines and principles
of his matter: "

h-v had," (ays Cudworth,
" fome peculiar fancies and whim lies of his own, and was in-

deed a confounder of the Platonic theology, and a mingler of

much unintelligible itufF with it."

PROCOPIUS, an ancient Greek hiftorianfc], was born at

Csefarea in Palcitine, and went tht-nce to Conltantinople in

the time of the emperor Anaihfius ;
wh -fe clterm hi- obtained,

as well as that of jultin the full, and JulUnian. His- profcflion

was that of a rhetorician and pleader
ot cauies.

vanced to be iecretary to Bcl.farins ;
and attended that rcno

general in the wars of Pcrfia, Africa, and Italy. He tfterwanfa

was admitted into the fenate, and became prcfed or governor

of the city at Conltantinople : where he looms to I,

fomewhat above iixty.
He is not a contemptiH.

[o] Fabric. Bibl. Grrec. v. 6,-Voflius dc Gr*c. Hill. Moche le Vaycr Jugc-

fd-:iv: fur les Hiftoriens, &c.

among
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among the Byzantines. His hiftory contains eight books:

two, of the Perfian war, which are epitomized by Photius, in the

fixty-third chapter of his " Bibliotheca ;" two, of the wars of

the Vandals and four, of that of the Goths: of all which there

is a kind of abridgement, in the preface of Agathias, who began
his hiftory where Procopius left off. Befides thefe eight books,
Suidas mentions a ninth, which comprehends matters not before

pnblifhed, and is therefore called his avaxcJora, or inedita. Vof-

fius thought that this book was loft
; but it has fin-ce been pub-

lifhed, and gone through many editions. Many learned men
have been of opinion, that this is a fpurious work, and falfely

afcribed to Procopius; and cannot be perfuaded, that he, who
in the eight books reprefented Juftinian, Theodora, and Bcli-

ferius, in a very advantageous light, Ihould in this ninth have

made fuch a collection of particulars in their disfavour, as

amounts to nothing lefs than an invedive; and Le Vayer was
fo fenfibly affected with this argument, that he declares all Pro-

copius's hiftory to be ridiculous, if ever fo little credit be given
to the calumnies of this piece. Fabric-ius, however, fjes no

reafon, why this fecret hiftory may not have been written by
Procopius [H] ;

and he produces feveral examples, and that of

Cicero amongft them, to mew that nothing has been more ufual,

than for writers to allow themfelves a certain fatirical way of

treating things and perfons in thefe private pieces, and very dif-

ferent from the manner they would ufe in what was defigned for

public reading. There is another work of Procopius, itill ex-

tant, entitled, Krj(T/u.a,ra, five de axUficiis conditis vel reftauratis

aufpicio Juftiniani Imperatoris libri vi." which, with his eight
books of hiftory, were iirft renewed in Greek by Hoefchelius in.

1607; for the book of anecdotes, though published in 1624,
ivas not added to thefe, till the edition of Paris, 1662, in folio,

vvlicn they were all accompanied with Latin verfions.

The learned have been much divided, nor are they yet agreed,
about the religion of Procopius: fome contending that he was
an Heathen, fome that he was a Chriftian, and fome that he

was both Heathen and Chriftian: of which la ft opinion was the

learned Cave. Le Vayer declares for the Puganifm of Proco-

pius, and quotes the following pafTage from his firil book of fhe
" Wars of the Goths ;" which, he fays, is fufficient to unde-

ceive thofe who confidered him as a Chriftian hiftorian. "
I will

rot trouble myfelf," fays he, fpeaking of the different opinions
of Chriftians,

" to relate the fubjecl of fuch controverfies,

although it is not unknown to me
; becaufe I hold it a vain

defire to comprehend the divine nature, and underftand what

God is. Human wit knows not the things here below : how

[M] Epift. ad Attic. II. 6. & xiv. 17.
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then can it be fatisfied in the fearch after divinity? I omit there-

lore fuch vain matter, and which only the credulity of man
caules to he refpeftcd: content with acknowledging, that there
is one God full of bounty, who governs us, and whofe power
itretches over the univerfe. Let every one therefore believe

what he thinks n't, whether he be a prielt and tied to divine

worlhip, or a man of a private and fecular condition.'' Fa-
bricius lees nothing in this incontinent with the foundnefs of
Chriitian belief, and therefore is not moved by this declaration,
which appeared to Le Vayer, and other learned men, to be de-
cilive againll Procopius's Chriftianity. This, however, what-
ever the real cafe may be, feems to have been allowed on all

fides, that Procopius was at lead a Chriftian by name and pro-
ieilion; and that, if his private perfuafion was not with Chrif-

tians, he conformed to the public worfhip, in order to be well

with the emperor Juftinian.
As an hiltorian, he deferves an attentive reading; and efpe-

cially on this account, that he has written of things which he

knew with great exa&nefs. Suidas, after he had given him the

furname of Illuftrious, calls him rhetorician and fophifter ; as

indeed he feems to have been too much for an hiftorian. He is

copious; but his copioufnefs is rather Afiatic than Athenian, and

has in it more of fuperfluity than true ornament. It may not

be improper to mention, that Grotius made a Latin verlion of

Procopius's two books of the wars of the Vandals, and of the

four books of the Avars with the Goths: a good edition of which

was publiihecl at AmUerduin in 1655, 8vo.

PRQKOPOVITCH. See THEOPHANES.
PROPERTIUS (SEXTUS AURELIUS), an ancient Roman

poet, was born at.Mevania, a town in Umbria[i] ;
as we learn

from his own writings. Some fay, his father was a knight,

and a man of confiderable authority; who, Tiding with Lucius

Antonius upon the taking of Perulium, was made prifoner

and ilain, by Auguftus's order, at the altar ercdted to Julius

Cscfar: when his eilate was forfeited of couife. This mutt

have happened when the poet was very young, and he alludes to

it manifestly enough in one of his elegies,
where he laments the

ruin of his family, in that early ft a fun of his lifeJVj.

and learning loon recommended him to the patronage C

cenas and Callus ;
and among the poets

of his time, lie was ve.y

intimate with Ovid and Tibullus. Ovid was often prefcnt at

his friend's rehearfals:

"
Sa?pe fuos folitus recitare Propertius ignes,

Jure fodalitii qui mihi jundus erat."

i] Fabricii Bibl. Latin. Crufius's Lives of the Ronua poct^.

Lib. ii. E:. $ .
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We have no accounts of the circumftances of his life, or ths

manner ot his death : only he mentions his taking a journey to

Athens, probably in company with his patron Mircenas, who
attended Auguftus in hisprogrcfs through Greece. It is certain

he died young, thofe that make him live the longefr, carrying his

age no higher than forty-one: and, from the lines of Ovid juft

quoted, we find that he had then been dead Tome time. His birth

happened but a few years before that of Ovid, who v/as born
about the year of Rome 710: and Lucius Antonius was defeated in

714, when Propertius was very young: not to mention, that the

"
Jure fodalitii qui mihi jundlus erat,"

properly expreffes that familiarity, which may be fuppofed be-

tween perfons nearly of the fame age. His miftrefs Hollia,

vhom he celebrates under the name oi Cynthia, is his conltant

theme; and Martial fays, flie and the poet were equally obliged
to each other: me, for being immortalized in his wiuings; he,

for being animated by her with that noble paflion, which made
him write fo well.

"
Cynthia, i'acundi carmen juvenile Properti,

Accepit famam, nee minus ilia dcdit."

He had a houfe at Rome on the Efqniline hill.

The great objet of his imitation was Callimachus: Mini-
nermus and Philetas were two others, whom lie likewife admired

and followed in his elegies. Qutntilian tells US[L"|, that Pro-

pertius difputed the prize with Tibullus, among the critics of

his time: and the younger Pliny, fpeaking of Paifienus, an emi-

nent and learned elegiac poet of his acquaintance, fays, that this

talent was hereditary and natural
;

for that he was a defeendant

and countryman of Propertius [M]. If we fhould allow that

Propertius was inferior to Tibullus in tendernefs, and to Ovid
in variety of fancy, and facility of expreffion; ftill it muft be

granted, on the other hnnd, that he excelled them both in art and

learning. In the mean time, without attempting tj fettle the

degrees, where all are excellent, nothing can be more pure,
more elegant, more correct, than the poetry of Propertius : and

this is allowed by all the ancients and all the moderns. Pro-

pertius certainly gave the firft fpecimen of the poetical epiille,

B. iv. El. 3. which Ovid aftewards claimed as his invention.

The works of this poet are printed with almofl all the editions

of Tibullus and Catullus
;
but one of the bell editions is that,

which was given feparately by Janus Brouckhufius at Amfterdarn,
in 1702, in 4to, and again in 1714, 410, "cum curis fecundis

ejufdem." Vulpius republifhed Propertius in 1755, with (elect

notes from Brouckhufius and PafTeratius, and a learned commen-

tary of his own, in 4to, and in a form to accompany his Catullus

[L] Juit.
Orator. Lib. x. c. i. [M] Epift. 15. Lib. vi.

and
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and Tibullus. Laftly, an excellent edition in 8vo, was published
by Fricl. Gottl. Barthius, at Leipfic, in 1777. This edition has,
befides its notes, very valuable indexes.

PROTOGENES, a famous ancient painter, was a native
of Caunus, a city of Caria, fubject to the Rhodians. Who
was his father, or his mother, is not known

; but it is probable
enough that he had no other mafter than the public pieces that

he favv
;
and perhaps his parents, being poor, could not be at

any fuch expence fur his education in the art, as was cuftomary
at that time. It is certain that he was obliged at firft to paint

Ihips for his livelihood: but his ambition was not to be rich ;

his aim being folely to be mafter of his profeffion. He rimmed
his pictures with too great care : Apelles faid of him, he knew
not when he had done well. The fined of his pieces was the

picture of Jalifus, mentioned by feveral authors without giving

any defcription of it, or telling us who Jalifus was: fome perfons

fuppofe him to have been a famous hunter, and the founder of
Rhodes. It is faid that for feven years, while Protogenes worked
on this picture, all his food was lupines mixed with a little water,
which fcrved him both for meat and drink [x]. He was of, opinion
that this fimple and light nourifhment vould leave him the free-

dom of his fancy." Apelles was fo (truck with admiration of

this piece, that he could not fpeak a word; having noexprelHons
to anfwer his ideas. It was this fame picture that faved the city

of Rhodes, when bcfieged by king Demetrius; for, not being
able to attack it but on that fide where Protogenes worked, the

king chofe rather to abandon his hopes of conqueft, than todellroy
fo fine a piece as.that of Jalifus.

The (lory of the conteft between Protogenes and Apelles is

well known by the tale which Prior has founded on it. This

latter, hearing of the reputation of Protogene?, went to Rhodes

on purpofe to foe his works. On his arrival there, he found in

the houfe nobody but an old woman : who, afking his name, he

anfwered,
"

I am going to write it upon the canvas that lies

here;" and, taking his pencil with colour on it, deigned fome-

thing with extreme delicacy. Protogenes coming home, the old

woman told him what had patted, and fliewcd him the canvas ;

who, then attentively obferving the beauty of the lines, faid it

was certainly Apelles who had been there, being allured that no

one elfe was able to draw any thing fo fine. Then taking an-

other colour, he drew on thofe lines an outline more correct and

[N] After feven years fpentuponit, he againft it in *rder to efface itj and this

remained ftill chagrined, becaufe, having luckily produced by char.cc what

rcprefented in it a dog panting and out could not eft'eft. The fame rtory is

of breath, he was not able to draw the ofNeock* and Af
foam at his mouth ;

which vcxod him to of a bode.

lu-h i degtee, that h^ tlnew his fpsngi

2 more
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more delicate ; after which he xvcnt out again, bidding the old

woman fhew that to the perfon who had been there, if he re-

turned, and tell him that was the man lie enquired for. Apt-lies

returning, and being aihamed to fee himfelf outdone, took a

third colour, and, among the lines that had been drawn, laid on
fome with fo much judgement, as to comprife all the fubtlety of
the art. Protogenes faw thefe in his turn

; and, confeiling that

he could not do better, gave up the difpute, and ran in liafle to

find out Apelles.

Pliny, who tells this ftory, fays that he faw this piece of canvas,
before it was confumed in the fire which burnt down the em-

peror's palace; that there was nothing upon it, but fome lines,

which could fcarcely be diftinguiihed; and yet this fragment was
more valued than any of the pictures among which it was placed.
The fame author goes on to relate, that Apelles afking this rival

what price he had for his pictures, and Protogenes naming an
inconliderable fum, according to the hard fortune of thofe who
are obliged to work for their bread; Apelles, concerned at the

injuftice done to the beauty of his productions, gave him
fifty

talents [o] fur one picture only, declaring publicly, that he

would make it pafs and fell it for his own. This gcnerofity

opened the eyes of the Rhodians as to the merit of Protogenes,
and made them get the picture Apelles had bought out of his

hands, paying down a much greater price for it than he had

given.

Pliny alfo informs us, that Protogenes was a fculptor as well

as a painter. He flouriihed about the io8th Olympiad, and 308
years before Chrift. Quintilian, obferying the talents of fix

famous painters, fays, Protogenes excelled in exachiefs, Pam-

philius and Melanthus in the difpofition, Antiphilus in eafmefs,
Theon the Samian, in fruitfulnefs of idf;as, and Apelles in grace
and ingenious conceptions.
PRUDKNTiUS (QUINTUS AURELIUS), an ancient Chrif-

tian poet [P], was born in Spain in the year 348 ;
but whether

he was a native of Calahorra, Saragofla, or fome other city of

that country, is difputed. He was brought up a lawyer ; and,

being called to the bar, was afterwards made a judge in two con-

fiderable towns. He was then promoted by the emperor Hono-
rius to a very high office; but not to the confulate, as fome have

falfely imagined. He was fifty-fevcn, before he refolved to at-

tend to the^care of his falvation ;
and then he began to employ

his Mufe upon holy fubjecls. His poetry is not extraordinary,
and (hews more of religious zeal, than of either genius or art.

He often ufes harm expreilions, not reconcileable to pure La-

[o] Equivalent to io,cool. fterling, a his own pieces. Pliny,

fum large enough to be incredible, were we [P] Bayle's Dift. in vocc. Du Pin,

not told that Apelks had twice as much for Cave, Tillcmont, &c.

tinity :
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tinity: and he is even guilty of falfe quantity. His poetical
works, to which he chiefly gave Greek titles, are,

"
Pfychoma-

chia, or The Combat of the Soul ;"
"
Cathemcrinon, or Poems

concerning each Day's Duty ;"
"

flc^ jefava-v, or Hymns in
Praife of Martyrs;"

"
Apotheofis, or Treatifes upon Divine

Subjects, againrt Jews, Infidels, and Heietics;"
" Hamarti-

gena, or concerning Original Sin, againft Marcion ;"
" Two

Books againft Symmachus;"
"

Diptichon, or Some Hiftories of
the Old and New Teftament in Diftichs." The two books

againft Symmachus oppofe idolatry. In the firft is (hewn the

original and bafensfs of falfe deities, with an account of the

converfion of the city of Rome: in the fecond, the petition,
which Symmachus prefented to the emperors, to obtain the re-

eftablimment of the Altar of Victory, and other ceremonies of
the Pagan religion is anfwcred. Thefe books were written
before the victory gained over Radagaifus in 405, and after that

which Stilicho won over Alaric near Pollentia in 402 : for he
mentions the latter, and fays nothing of the former, though his

fubjecT: required it.

The time of Prudentius's death is not mentioned. His works
were publifhed by Aldus at Venice in 1502, 410, and that edition

has been followed by many others. A Variorum edition was

publilhed by Wcitzius, at Hanau, in 1613; another, with the

notes and corrections of Nicholas Heinfuis, at Amfterdam, in

1667, I2mo, neatly printed by Daniel Elzevir; and
laftly, an-

other " In ufum Delphini," by father Chamillard, at Paris,

1687, 410.

PRYNNE (WILLIAM), an eminent Englim lawyer, who
was much diftinguifhed in the civil commotions under Charles I.

was born in 1600, at Swanfvvick in Somerfetfhire [oj, and

educated at a grammar-fchool in the city of Bath. He became

a commoner of Oriel-college, Oxford, in 1616; and, after

taking a bachelor of arts degree in 1620, removed to Lincoln's-

Inn, where he ftudied the law, and was made fucceflively bar-

rifter, bencher, and reader. At his firft coming to that inn, he

was a great admirer and follower of Dr. John Prefton, an emi-

nent Puritan, who was lecturer there ;
and he publifhed feveral

books againft what he thought the enormities of the age, and

concerning the doctrine and difcipline of the church. His

"
Hiftriotnaftix," which came out in 1632, giving great offence

to the court, he was committed prifoner to the lower of Lon-

don; and, in 1633, fentcnced by the Star-chamber, to be fined

coool. to the king, expelled the univerfity of Oxford and Lm-

coln's-Inn, degraded and difenabled from his profeffion of the

law, to ftand in the pillory
and lofe his ears, to have his book

{O Hence Butler calls him, A' Utter Barrifitrot 5vnafv
'

1

VOL. XII. D d



402 P R Y N N E.

publicly burnt before his face, and to remain prifoner during
life. Prynne was certainly here treated with very unjutt feverity ;

for Whitelocke obferves, that the book was liceiifed by arch-

bifhop Abbot's chaplain [R]: but "
being againlt plays, and a

reference in the table of this book to this effedl, Women-aftors
notorious Whores, relating to fome women -aclors mentioned in

his book, as he affirmcth, it happened, that about fix weeks
after this the queen adied a part in a paftoral at Somerfet-houfe;
arid then

arcnbiftop Laud and other prelates, whom Prynne had

angered by fome books of his againft Arminianifm, and againil
the jurifdidlion of bifhops, and by fome prohibitions which he
had moved, and got to the high-commi (lion-court ; thefe pre-
lates, and their inftruments, the next day after the queen had
adled her paflora!, mewed Prynne's book againlt plays to the

king, and that place in it, ftfnrifn-a&ors notorhus 'J-Phores: and

they informed the king and queen, that Prynne had purpofely
written this book againil the queen and her palloral ; whereas it

was publilhed fix weeks before that pailoral was adled."

After the fentence upon Prynne was executed, as it was rigo-

roufly enough in May, 1634, he was remitted to prifon [s]. In

1635, 1636, and 1637, he publimed feveral books: particularly
one entitled,

" News from Ipfvvich," in which he reflecled

grofsly on the archbifhop and other prelates. For this he was
fentenced in the Star-chamber, in June, 1637, to be fined 5000!.
to the king, to lofe the remainder of his ears in the pillory, to

be branded on both cheeks with the letters S. L. for Schifrriatical

Libeller, and to be perpetually imprifoned in Caernarvon -cattle.

1 his fentence was executed in July; but, in January following,
he was removed to Mount Orgueil caitle in the Ille of Jerfey,
where he cxercifed his pen in writing feveral books. Nov.

f R] Memorials of the Engiiih Affairs, months before, for fome pafljges in a books

p. 18, 1732, folio, lice wrote againft llages plaies, called

The following particulars arc ex- '
Hiftrio-nvitix,* as if he had in them let

trailed from the Journal of fir Simonds flippe fome wordes tending to the queene's
4>'Ewes. " May S, 1634, I departed from dUhonour, becaul'e he (poke againil the

jtowiull towards London ;
and the next unlawfulnefs of men wearing women's

<],ij
in the afternoon came fate thither. As apparel, rind women men's. Notwith-

foon as I lighted I heurd a particular newc:s, ftanding this eenfur-, which mcft men
which much enf.iddcd my hc.'.rt, touching were affrighted at, to fee that neither his

Willhim Prinne, efquire, that had been academical nor barrifter's gowne could fn-e

MI utter barrifter of Lincolnes Inne, and a him from the infamous lofle of his earc*,

graduate in the univerfitie of Oxfordc, who yet all good men generallie conceived it

had loft one eare alveadie in the pillorie, or would have been remitted ;
and manie re-

4 parte of it, and was to lofe A parte of the ported it was, till the fadd and fatall exe-

Other to-morrow. He was a mod 'n.-arned, cutioirof it this Midfummer terme. I

religious gentleman, had written manic went to vifu him a while after in the Fleet,

acute, folid, and elaborate treatifes, not and to comforte him; and tV.und in him

only againft the blafphemous Anabaptifts, the rare efFe&s of an upright heart and a

in the defence of God's grace and provi- good confcicnce, by his ferenitie of fplrit

dence, but againft the vices of the clergie and chearefull patience." Biblioth. To-
and the abufes of the times. He had been pog. Brie. No. XV. p. 55.
ccafuied in the Starre-Chsimber a ft-w

1640,
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1640, an order was iffued by the Houfe of Commons for his

Teleaferr.ent from prifon ;
and the fame month he entered with

great triumph into London. He was foon after eleded a mem-
ber of parliament for Newport in Cornwall, and oppofed the

bifhops, efpecially the archbiihop, with great vigour, both by
his ipeeches and writings; and was the chief manager of that

prelate's trial. In 1647, he was one of the parliamentary vifitors

of the univerfity of Oxford. During his fitting In the long

parliament, he was very zealous for the Prefbyterian caufe
;
and

when the Independents began to gain the afcendant, (hewed him-
f It a warm oppofer of them, and promoted the king's intereft.

He made a long fpeech in the Houfe of Commons, concerning
the fatisfactorinefs of the king's anfuers to the propofitions of

peace ; but, tv.'o days after, was refufed entrance into the houfe

by th^ army. Upon this he became a bitter enemy to the army
and their leader Cromwell, and attacked them with great feverity
in his writings. Defying Cromwell in a very open manner, he

was, July I, 1650, committed clofe prifoner to Dunfter caftle in

Smnerfetihire. He then infifted ilrongly upon Magna Charta,
and the liberty of the fubjed ; which, though of little weight
with Cromwell, feems to have fet him free. He afterwards

wrote abundance of books upon religious controverfies and other

points.
In 1659, he, as a fecluded member of the Houfe of Com-

mons, being reftored to lit again,, became infhumental in re-

calling Charles II. in which he fhewed fuch zeal, that genaral

Monk admonifhed him to be quiet, it being then unfeaforuble.

In 1660, he was chofen for rath, to fit in the healing parlia-

ment ; and, after the Reftoration, made chief keeper of his

majenVs records in the Tower, with a falary of 500!. per-annum.

He was again elected for Bath in 1 66 1 ; and, July that y ar,

being difcontcnted at fume proceeding in the houfe, he publifhed

a paper, entitled,
"

Sundry Rea: as tendered to the m oft ho-

nourable Houfe of Peers by fome Citizens and Members of

London, and other Cities, Boroughs, Corporations, and Ports,

againit the new-intended Bill for governing and reforming Cor-

porations:" of which being cfifcovered to be the author, he was

obliged to beg pardon of the houfe, in order to efc.ipe punifh-

inent. After the Rdloration, he publifhcd fcveral books. He

gave his works, bound up together,
in forty volumes, folio and

quarto, to the library of Lincoln's-Inn : fothat a certain writer

was not far from the mark, when he called him " one of the

greatest parser-worms, that ever crept into a clofet or library

[uj." Mr. Anthony Collins ftylcs him,
" a little, fatfious,

[u] Mercurius Polkicus, No. 7, by Mirchanwnt Needham. Letter to Dr. Rogen.
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fcribbling fellow." He died at his chambers in Lincoln's-Inn,
Oct. 2 ,-, 1669, and was interred under the chapel there.

The earl of Clarendon calls him learned in the law, as far

as mere reading of books could make him learned. His works
. are all in Englifh ; and, by the generality of fcholars," fays
Wood, " are looked upon to be rather rhaplodical and confuftd,

~- than a-y way poli'e or conciie : yet tor antiquaries, critics, and

. Comet imes f.>r divines, they are ufeful. In moft of them he

ftiews great ir.d'.-ftry,
but little judgement, efpecially in his large

-

folios sgainlt the pope's ufurpations. He may be well inti-

-" tuled < voluminous Prynre,' as Tofhtus Abulenfis was two
: hundred years before his time, called ' voluminous Toitatus-'

for I verily believe, that-, if rightly computed, he wrote a fheet

- for every day of his life, reckoning trom the time when he
'- came to the ufe of reafon and the ilate >f man.

'

His greateft work goes under the title of "
Records," in

v 3 vols. iolio; another is called "
Parliamentary Writs,

:;

in four

parts, 410, He likewife published
" Sir Robert Cotton's

Abridgement of the Tower Records, with Amendments and

Additions," folio; and,
" Obfervations on the Fourth Part of

: Coke's Inftitutcs," folio.

PSALMANAZAR (GEORGE), the a (Turned name of a very

extraordinary perfon, was undoubtedly a Frenchman born [xj :

he had his education partly in a free-fchooi, taught by two Fran-

. cifcan monks, and afterwards in a college of Jefuits in an

archiepifcopal city; the name of which, as alfo of his birth-

. place and ot his parents, remain yet inviolable fecrets. Upon
- leaving the college, he was recommended as a tutor to a young

gentleman ;
but foon fell into a mean rambling kind of life,

.
that led him into many difcppointments and misfortunes. The
firft pretence he took up with was that of being a fufferer for

religion; and he procured a certificate that he was of Irifli

extraction, had left the country for the fake of the Roman
Catholic religion, and was going oa a pilgrimage to Rome.
Not being in a condition to purchafe a pilgrim's garb, he had

obferved, in a chapel dedicated to a miraculous faint, that fuch

a one had been fet up as a monument of gratitude to fome

wandering pilgrim ; and he contrived to take both ftaff and

cloak away at noon-day.
"

Being thus accoutred," fays he,
" and turn i(hed with a pafs, I began, at all proper places, to

beg my way in a fluent Latin; accofling only clergymen, or

perfons of figure, by whom I could be understood: and found

them moftly fo generous and credulous, that I might eafily
have favx-d money, and put myfelf into a much better drefs,

before I had gone through a fcore or two of miles. But fo

Fx] Memoirs of his Life, by himfelf.

powerful
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powerful was my vanity and extravagance, that as foon as I had

got, what I thought, a fufficient viaticum, I begged no more
;

but viewed every thing worth feeing, and then retired to fome
inn, where I Ipent my money as freely as I had obtained it."

At the age of iixteen, when lie was in Germany, he fell

upon the wild project of palling for a Formofan. He recol-

lected, that he had heard the Jefuits ipeak much of China
and Japan ;

and was raili enough to think, that, what he
wanted of a right knowledge, he might make up by the

itrength of a pregnai.t invention, which here, it mutt be' con-

fetled, found ample fcope for employment. He fet himfelf to

form a new character and language, a grammar, a divilion of
the year into twenty months, a new religion, and whatever elfe

was neceffary to fupport the deceit. His alphabet was written

from right to left like the Oriental tongues; and he foon inured

his hand to write it with great readinels. He now thought
himfelf fufficiently prepared to pafs for a Japanefe, converted

to Chriftianity: he altered his Avignon certtucate- as artfully as

he cculd, reaifuined his old pilgrim's habit, and begun his tour,

though with a heavy heart, to the Low Countries. Under the

notion of a Japanefe converted by fomcjefuit millenaries, and

brought to Avignon 'to be intruded by them, as well as to

avoid the dreadful puniihments inflicted, on converts by the

emperor of Japan, he travelled ilveral hundred leagues; with

an appearance, however, fo difmal and ihabby, as to exceed

even the very common beggars.
At Liege he inlifted into the Dutch fervice, and was carried

by his officer to Aix-la-Chapel!-.:. lie afterwards entered into

the elector of Cologne's fervice; but being dill ambitious as

ever to pafs for a Japanefe, he nuwchoie to prolels himfelt an

unconverted or Heatlieuiih or.e, rather than, what he had hi-

therto pretended to be, a convert to Chriiiianity: The laft

garrifon he came to was Sluys, where brigadier Lander, a

Scotch colonel, inl I him to the chaplain, with whom he

was permitted to huve a cuhtercnce ;
and thi^,

ended in the chaplain's fervent zeal to i: ;im,

by way of recommend: i;-.;
himi L !f,

turned
uut,_

to Compton bi'lhop of London, wh >fe
;

Id not tail ol

rewarding fo worthy an action. By this time Pfclman;:.

growing tired of the foldicr's life, likened to the chaplains

propofal of taking him over to Ei.ghml ;
and he

ingly, with great hafte, baptized.
A letter ot Jimt.

the 'biihop of London arriving, t!

Pfalmanazar was, in general much cart-tied then

there were, who put fuch Ihrcwd qWljuns to hun, as
carri^

the air of not giving all that credit Avhich h could have wilhtd

This threw him upon a whimfical expedient, by \%ay ot re-

D d 3 moving
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moving all'obffocle's, viz. that of living upon raw flefli, roots,

and herbs : and he fbon habituated himfelf, he tells us, to this

new and ftrange food, -without receiving the leaft injury to

his health
; talcing care to add a good deal of pepper and fpices

by way of concoclion.

At his arrival in London he was introduced to the good
bihop, was received with gre-t humanity, and foon found
a large circle of friends among the weli-difpofed, both of clergy
and laity.

"
But," fays he,

"
I had a much greater number

of oppofers to combat with; who, -.bough they judged rightly
of me in the main, were far from being candid in their account
of the difcovery they pretended to make to my difadvant

particularly the doctors Halley, Mead, and Woodward. The
too viiible eagernefs of thefe gentlemen to expofe me at any
rate for a cheat, ferved only to make others think the better of

me, and even to look upon me as a kind of confellbr
; efpe-

Cially, as thofe gentlemen were thought to be no great admirers
of Revelation, to which my patrons thought I had given fo

ample a teftimony." Before he had been three months in

London, he was cried up for a prodigy. He was prefer. tly
fent to tranflate the church catechifm into the Formofan lan-

guage ; it was received by thebilhop of London with candour,
the author rewarded with generofity, and his catechifm laid up
amongft the moft curious manufcripts. It was examined by the

learned ; they found it regular and grammatical ; and gave
it as their opinion, that it was a real language and no counter-

feit. After fuch fuccefs, he was foon prevailed upon to write

the well-known "
Hiftory of Formofa," which foon after ap-

peared. The firft edition had not been long publifhed, before

a fecond was called for. Meanwhile, he was fent by the good
bifhop to Oxford, to purfue fuch ftudies as fuited his incli-

nation moft ;
whilft his oppofers and advocates in London woe

difputing about the merits and demerits of his book.

The learned at Oxford were not lefs divided in their opi-
nions. A convenient apartment was, however, affigned him in

one of the colleges, he had all the advantages of learning which
the univerfity could afford him, and a learned tutor to n I lift

him. Upon his return to London, he continued, for about ten

years, to indulge a courfe of idlenefs and extravagance. S:>'me

abfurdities, however, obferved in his "
Hiilory of Formofa,"

in the end effectually difcredited the whole relation ; and faved

him the trouble, and his friends the mortification, of an open
ronfeiTion of his guilt. He feemed, through a long courfe of

life, to abhor the impofture, yet contented himfelf with owning
it to his moft intimate friends. His learning and ingenuity,

during the remainder of his life, did not fail to procure him
a comfortable fubfiftence from his pen: he was concerned in

compiling
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compiling and writing works of credit, particularly the " Uni-
verial HHtory," and lived exemplarily lor many years. His
death happened in 1763.

In his laft will and teitament, dated Jan. r, 1762, he declares,
that he had long fince difclaimed, even publicly, all but the

ihame and guilt of his vile irnpoiition, and orders his body to be

buried, wherever he happens to die, in the day-lime, and in the

lowed and cheapeil manner. " It is my ear'ncit requeft," fays

he,
" that my body be not inclofed in any kind of coffin, but

only decently laid in what is commonly called a flicll, of the

lowed value, and without lid or other covering, which may
hinder the natural earth from covering it all around.

PSELLUS (MICHAEL CONSTANTINUS), a Greek philofo-

pher, phyiiciun, mathematical writer, critic and commentator
of the writings of the claftic ages ; flouriihed about the year

1105. He is, for his various and extenfive learning, ranked

among the firft fcholiafts of his time. He commented and ex-

plained no lefs than twenty-four plays of Menander, which, though
now loft, were extant in his time. The emperor Conitantine

Ducas made him preceptor to his fon Michael who fucceeded to

the crown in 1071. His principal works are,
"

i. D.e Opera-
tione Dxmonum," Greek and Latin, 8vo, Paris, 1623. 2.

" De Quatuor Mathematicis Scientiis," Baf. 8vo, 1556. 3.
" De Lapidum Virtutibus," Tol. 8vo, 1615. 4.

" De Vitus

ratione," in two books. Bale, 1529, 8vo. 5.
"

Synopfis Le-

gum, verfibus Grxcis cdita," Paris, 1632. Leo Allatius has

written a treatife de Pfellis, 8vo, Rome, 1634, which contains

an account of all the authors of the name of Pfellus.

PTOLEM.'EUS (CLAUDIUS) [vj, a great geographer, ma-

thematician, and attronomer of antiquity, was born at Pelufium

in Egypt, and riouriihed in the reigns of Adrian and Marcus

Antoninus. He tells us himfelf, in one place, that he made a

great number of obfervations upon the fixed ftars at Alexandria,

m the fecund year of Antoninus Pius; and, in another, that he

obferved an cclipfe of the moon, in the ninth year of Adrian ;

whence it is reafonable to conclude, that this attronomer's ob-

fervations upon the heavens were made between A. D. 125, and

A. D. 140. Hence appvars the error of ibme authors in fuppofing,

that this Claudius Ptolematrus was the fame with the- attrologer Pto-

lemy, who conftantly attended Galba, profiled Oiho that he

Ihoiild furvive Nero, and afterwards that he thould obtain t

empire which is as improbable, as what feitjoriu

ilaitical writer of the feventh century, and iomc moderns
attj

him have alfcrted ; namely, that this attronumcr was o:

[Y] Fabric. Biblioth. Grxc. V. Ill Wcidlcri Hift. Aftron. Wirtcrnk. I74'> 4-

Mjgaa Conftruftio, VII. ^ & IV. 9-

[z] flut. IB vit. Glb*.Tacit Hift. Lb. i. c. .

D d 4 kings
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kings of Egypt. We know no circumftances of the life of

Ptolemy; but it is noted in his Canon, that Antoninus Pius

reigned three-and-twcnty years, which fhews, that himfelf fur-

vived him.
Science is greatly indebted to this aftronomer

;
who has

preferved arid tranfmitted to us the obfervations and principal
difcoveries of the ancient?, and at the fame time augmented and

enriched them with his own. He corre&ed Hipparchus's cata-

logue of the fixed ftars ;
and formed tables, by which the mo-

tions of the fun, moon, and planets, might be calculated and

regulated. He was indeed the firft who collected the fcattered

and detached obfervations of the ancient*, and diverted them into

a fyftem ; which he fet forth in his "
MzyKt.r, swrx%i<;, five

Magna Conftruitio," divided into thirteen books. He adopts
and exhibits here the ancient fyftem of the world, which placed
the earth in the centre of the univerfe

; and this has been called

from him the Ptolemaic fyftem, to diftinguiflied it from thofe of

Copernicus and Tycho Brahe. About 827, this work was
tranflated by the Arabians into their language, in which it was
called "

Almageftum," by the command of one of their kings ;

and from Arabic into Latin, about 1230, under the encourage-
ment of the emperor Frederic II. There were other verfions

from the Arabic into Latin ;
and a manufcript of one, done by

Girardus Cremonenfis, who flourifried about the middle of the

fourteenth century, is faid by Fabrici'is to be itill extant, and

in the library of All Souls college at Oxford. The Greek text

began to be read in Europe in the fifteenth century ;
and was

firft published by Simon Grynaens at Bafil, 1538, in folio, with

the eleven books of commentaries by Theon, who flourifhed at

Alexandria in the reign of the elder TheodoTnis. In 1454, it

was reprinted at Bafii, with a Latin verfion by Georgius Tra-

pezuntiusj and again at the fame place in 1551, with the addi-

tion of other works of Ptolemy, to which are Latin verfions by
Camerarius. We learn from Kepler [A], that this laft edition

was ufed by Tycho.
Another great and important work of Ptolemy was,

" Gc'o-

graphix libn vii
"

in winch, with his ufual lagacity, he fearchcs

out and marks, and he Was the firft who did it, the fituation <>*'

places according to their lonyimdr-s and latitudes. Though this

work mud of
neceility fall greatly fliort of perfection, through

the want of neceffary I'bfcrvation*, yet it is of fiugubr merit,

and has been very ufc-ful to modern geographers. Gcllarins

indeed, who was a \ ry competent judge, fufpe&s that Ptolemy
did not ufe that c;:re and application, which the nature of his

work required j
and his reafon is, that the geographer delivers

[A] Tabula RudoJphina:, P. It. p. 114.

himfelf
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himfelf with the fame fluency and certainty, concerning things
and places at the remoteft diftance, and of which it was impofli-
ble he fhould know any thing, that he does concerning thofe
which lay the nearelt to him, and fell the moft under his cogni-
zance. Salmafius [B] had before made fome remarks to the
fame purpofe upon this work of Ptolemy. The Greek was firit

publifhed by itfelf at Bafil in 1533, 4to i afterwards with a Latin
verfion and notes by general Mercator at Amfterdam, 1605;
which laft edition was reprinted at the fame place, 1618, folio,
with elegant geographical tables, by Bertius.

Other works of Ptolemy, though lefs confiderable than thcfe

two, are flill extant;
" Libri quatuor de judiciis aflrorum,"

upon the two firit books of which Cardan wrote a commentary." Frudlus librorum fuorum ;" a kind of fupplement to the

former work. " Recenfio chonologica regum ;" this, with an-
other work of Ptolemy,

" De hypothefibus planetarum," was

publiflied in 1620, 410, by Joannes Bainbrigius the Suvilian pro-
lelibr of aftronomy at Oxford. Scaliger, Petavius, Dodwell,
and all the chronological men, have made great life of it.

"
Ap-

parentiie Stellarum Inerrantium ;" this was publifhed at Paris

by Petavius, with a Latin verfion, 1630, in folio; but from a

mutilated copy, whofe defects have lince been fupplied from a

perfect one, which fir Henry Savile had communicated to abp.

Ufher, by Fabricius, in the third volume of his " Bibliotheca

Grxca." " Elementorum Harmonicorum libri tres;" published
in Greek and Latin, with a commentary by Porphyry the phi-

lofopher, by Dr. Wallis at Oxford, 1682, in 4to; and after-

wards reprinted there, and inferted in the third volume of Wal-
lis's works, 1699, in folio, &c.

Mabillon exhibits, in his " German Travels," a figure of

Ptolemy looking at the ftars through an optical tube; which

effigy, he fays, he found in a manufcript of the thirteenth cen-

tury, made by Conradus a monk. Hence fome have fancied,

that the ufe of the telefcope was known to Conradus ; but this

is only matter of conje&ure, there being no facts or telUmonies

to fupport fuch an opinion.
PUFFENDORF (SAMUEL DE) [c], an eminent German

civilian and hiftorian, was born in 1631 at Fleli, a little village

near Chemnitz, in Upper Saxony; of which village his father

Elias PufFcndorf was minifter. He difcovered an early propcn-

fity
to letters, and at a proper age was fent to uaiverfitie*; wl.

he was fupportcd by the generolity
of a Saxon nobleman, who

was pleafed with his promiling talents, his father's cm umftancci

not being equal to the expence. He went firlt to Grim, ai.d

afterwards to Leipfic ;
where he made a furprifing progreft

in

FBI In not. ad Solinum, p. 1186 [c] Niccron, T- XVIII.

his
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his {Indies. His father clefigned him for the miniftry, and
directed him to apply himfelf to divinity; but his inclination led

him another way. He turned his thoughts to the public law,
which, in Germany, confHts of the knowledge of the rights of

the empire over the ftates and princes of which it is compofed,
and of thofe of the princes and Hates with

refpec~l to each other,

He conlidered this Itudy as a proper method of raifing himfelf in

time to fome ports in the courts of Germany; for it is well

known, that the ieveral princes who compofe the Germanic

body have no other mir.ifters of ftate than men of learning,
whom they ftyle counfellors

;
and whofe principal ftudy is the

public law of Germany. As thefe pods are not venal, and no
other recommendation is neceflary to obtain them but real and

diilinguifhed merit, Puffendorf refolvcd to qualify himfelf for

the honours to which he afpired. After he had .refided fome
time at Leipfic, he left that city, and went to Jena, where he

joined mathematics and the Cartefian philofophy to the ttudy of

the law. He returned to Leipfic in 1658, with a view of feek-

ing an employment fit for him. One of his brothers, named

Ifaiah, who had been fome time in the fervice of the king of

Sweden, and was afterwards his chancellor in the dutchies of

Bremen and Werden, then wrote to him, and advifed him not

to fix in his own country, but after his example to feek his for-

t-une elfewherc. Puffendorf refolved to take this advice
;
and

accepted the place of governor to the fon of Mr. Coyet, a Swe-
difh nobleman, who was then ambalFador for the king of Sweden
at the court of Denmark. For this purpofe he went to Copen-
hagen, but did not continue long at eafe there

; for, the war

being renewed fome time after between Denmark and Sweden,
he was feized with the whole family of the amba(Tador, who a

few days before had taken a tour into Sweden.

During his confinement, which laited eight months, as he

had no books, and was allowed to fee no perfon, he amufcd
himfelf by meditating upon what he had read in Grotius's trea-

rife
" DC jure belli & pacis," and in the political writings of

Hobbes. He drew up a ihort fyitem of what he thought bed
in the?n

;
he turned and developed the fubjecl in his own way;

he treated of points which had not been touched by thofe

authors ;
and he added many new things to the whole. He

intended no more, than to divert himfelf in his folitude ; but two

years after, Ihewing his work to a friend in Holland, where he then

was; he was advifed to review and publifh it. This he did at

the Hague in 1660, under the title of,
" Eletnentorum Jurif-

prudentiae Univerfalis libri duo ;'' and it gave rife to his famous

work,
" De jure naturae &: gentium ;" of which we fliall fpeak

below. The elector Palatine, Charles Louis, to whom he had

d-jdicated it, not only wrote him immediately a letter of thanks,
but
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but invited him to the univerfity of

Heidelberg, which he was
deiirous of reftoring to its former luftre; and founded there, in
his favour, a profefforfhip of the law of nature and nations:
which was the firft of that kind in Germany, though many have
fmce been eftablilhed in imitation of it. The elector engaged
him alfo to allot fome portion of his time to the inftrudion of
the electoral prince, his fon. Puffendorf remained at Heidel-

berg till 1670, when Charles XI. king of Sweden, having
founded an univeriity at Lunden, fent for him to be profeffor
there : and thither, to the great concern of the elector Palatine,
he went the fame year, and was inftalled profeflbr of the law of

nature and nations. His reputation greatly increafed after that

time, both by the fame and fuccefs of his leclures, and by the

many valuable works that he publifhed. Some years after, the

king of Sweden fent for him to Stockholm, and made him his

hiftoriographer, and one of his counfellors. In 1688, the elector

of Branclenberg obtained the confent of the king of Sweden for

PufFenclorf to go to Berlin, in order to write the hiftory of

the elector William the Great ;
and granted him the fame titles

of Hiftoriographer and Privy-counfellor, which lie h; d in Swe-

den, with a confiderable penfion. Ntverthelefs, the king of

Sweden continued to give him marks of his favour, and made

him a baron in 1694. But he did not long enjoy the title ; for

he died the fame year, of a mortification in one of his toes,

ccafioned by cutting the nail.

Very numerous are the works of this learned and excellent

man : we have already mentioned his firft work ;
and his fecond

was, 2. " De Statu Germanici Imperil liber unus :" which he

publifhed in 1667, under the name of " Severini de Mozam-

bano," with a dedication to his brother Ifaac PurTendort, whom

he ftyles
" Lxlio Signor de Trezolani." PufFendorf fent it the

year before to his brother, then ambalTador from the court of

Sweden to that of France, in order to have it printed in that

kingdom. His brother offered it to a bookfeller, who gave

it Mezeray to perufe. Mc/cray thought it worth printing, yet

refufud his approbation,
on account ol ionic

paffa*
s oppoflte t

the intereftsof France, and of others m which tin- pn.fls and

monks were fevcrely treated. Upon thus, Ifaac Puftendurf I

it to Geneva, and there it was printed
in 121110.

great oppofition ;
was condemned, prohib.tcd,

and

many parts of Germany; and written
aguiift immediately by

fevenal learned civilians. It underWenl many cd.uons, an.

reflated into many languages ; and, among the reft

^nto

.

<&n&^
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ferable to Grotius's book " De Jure belli & pacis," fince the

fame fubjels are treated in a more extenfive manner, and with

greater order. It was tranflated into French by Barbeyrac, who
wrote large notes and an introdu&ory difcourfe, in 1706; and

into Englifh, with Barbeyrac's notes, by Dr. Bafil Kennet and

others, in 1708. The fourth and fifth edition of the Englifh
tranflation have Mr. Barbeyrac's introductory difcourfe, which
the former have not. In the mean time Puffendorf was obliged
to defend this work againft feveral cenfurers; the mod furious

of whom was Nicholas Beckman, his colleague in the nniverfity
of Lunden. This writer, in order to give the greater weight to

his objections, endeavoured to draw the divines into his party,

by bringing religion into the difpute, and accufingthe author of

heterodoxy. His defign in this was, to exafperate the clergy
of Sweden agai nft PufFendorf; but the fenators of that kingdom
prevented this, by enjoining his enemies filence, and fiipprei'Ting

Beckman's book by the king's authority. It was reprinted at

Gieflen ; and, being brought to Sweden, was burned in 1675

by the hands of the executioner : and Beckman, the author,

baniflied from the king's dominions for having difobeyed orders

in republifhing it. Beckman now gave his fury full fcope, and

not only wrote virulently and malicioufly againft PufFendorf, but

likewife challenged him to fight
a duel : he wrote to him from

Copenhagen in that ftyle, and threatened to purfue him where-

ever he mould go, in cafe he did not meet him at the place

appointed. PufFendorf took no notice of the letter, but fent it

to the confiftory of the univerfity : yet thought it neceiFary to

reply to the fatirical pieces of that writer, which he did in ftveral

publications.
Other works of PufFendorf are, 4.

" De officio hominis &
civis juxta legem naturalem, 1673," 8vo. This is a very clear

and methodical abridgement of his great work " De jure naturae

& gentium." 5.
" Introduction to the Hiftory of Europe,

1682. With a Continuation, 1686; and an Addition, 1699,"
in German : "afterwards mmflated into Latin, French, and

Eng'.ifh. 5.
" Coinfnentariorum de rebus Succicis libri xxvi.

ab expcditione Guftavi Aclolphi Regis in Germaniam, ad abdi-

cationem ufque Chriflinse, 1686," folio. PufFendorf, having
read the public papers in the archives of Sweden, with a defign
of writing the hiftory of Charles Guftavus, according to orders

received from Charles IX. thought proper to begin with that of

Guftavus Ado'phus, and to continue it down to the abdication of

queen Chriftina : and this he has executed in the prefent work,
which is very curious and exal. 6. " De habitu Religionis
Chnftianx ad vitam civilem, 1687," 4.to. In this work an

attempt is made to fettle the juft bounds between the ccclefbrtical

and civil powers. 7.
"

Jus Feciale Divinum, five de confenfu

& dif-
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& diflenfu Proteftantium : Exercitatio Polthuma, 1695," 8vo.
The author here propofes a fcheme for the re-union of reli-

gions; and it appears from the zeal with which he recommended
the printing ot it before his death, that this was his favourite
work. 8. " De rebus geftis Frederici Wilc-lmi Magni, Elcc-
toris Brandenbnrgici Commentarii, 1695," in two

vpls. folio;
extraded from the archives of the Houfe of Brandenburg.
9.

" De rebus a Carolo Guftavo Suecias Rege geftis Commen-
tarii, 1696," in two vols. folio.

We omit many works of a fma'ler kind
; which, being chiefly

polemical, and nothing more than defences againft envy and

perfona! abufe, dderve little regard.
PUGET (.PETER), one of the greateft painters that France

ever produced, was born at Marfeilles in 1623. We have no
account of his education in this art

;
but in his manner he

refembled Michael Angelo, without imbibing his faults, being
both more delicate and more natural than that great matter : like

whom too, Puiiet united the talents of painting, fculpture, and

architecture. Not contented with animating the marble, and

rendering it in appearance flexible as fle(h itfelf, when he was

called upon to exert his fkill, he railed and adorned palaces, in

a manner that proved him a judicious architect
; and, when he

committed the charming productions of his imagination to can-

vas [D], he painted fuch pictures as the delighted beholder was

never tired with viewing. He died in the place of his birth,

1695.
'i here are two prints engraved from his paintings in the cabinet

of Aix, whence this account was taken;

PULCI (Luici!, o e of the mo(t famous Italian poets, was

born at Florence, December 3, 1431 [E].
He was of a noble

family, and was the moit poetical of thiee brothers who all afli-

duoully courted the Mufes. His two elder brothers, Bernardo

and Luca, appeared as poets earlier than himfelf. '1 he fir ft

production of the family is probably the Elegy of Bernardo

addielfed to Lorenzo de' Medici, on the death of his grandfather

Cofmn. He alfo wrote an elegy on the untimely death of the

beautiful Simonetta, miftrefs of Giuliano dc' Medici [F], tl.c

brother ot Lorenzo, which was publifhed at Florence in 1494,

though written much earlier. He produced the firft Itnlim

tranllation of the Eclogues of Virgil, which appears to have !

finiihed about 1470 ;
and was published in 1481 : and a poem on

the Paffion ot Chrift. Luca wrote a celebrated poem on a

[D] Account of modern painters,
&c. Neapolitan editor of his works, place? it

Lend. 1754, Svo. n 143*-

[E] This is the date according to [r] See Rofcoe, vol. i. p. ir

RoVcoe in his Life of Larenio de' Medici, &c. She WM celebrated all

p. 247. The Di&. Hift. from the

tourna-
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tournament held at Florence in which Lorenzo was vi&or, in

1468, entitled,
" Gioftra di Lorenzo de' Medici ;" as Poiitian

celebrated the fuccefs of Gitiliano, in his " Gioftra di Giuliano
de' Medici." It is confefTed, however, that the poem of Luca
Pulci derives its merit rather from the minute information, it

gives refpe&ing the exhibition, than from its poetical excellence.

He produced alfo " II Ciriffo Calvaneo," an epic romance, pro-

bably the firft that appeared in Italy, being certainly prior to the

Morganteof his brother, and the Orlando Innamoratoof Bojardo:
and the " Driadeo d'Amore," a pailoral romance in ottavarhna.

There are alfo eighteen heroic epiftles by him. in terxa rirna,

the firft from Lucretia Donati to Lorenzo de Medici, the red

on Greek and Roman fubje6ts. Thefc were printed in 1481,
and do credit to their author.

Luigi appears, from many circumftances, to have lived on
terms of the utmoft friendship with Lorenzo de Medici, who,
in his poem entitled La Caccia col Falcone, mentions him with

great freedom and jocularity. His principal work is the " Mor-

gante maggiore," an epic romance. Whether this or the

Orlando Innarnorato of Bojardo was firft written has been a

fubjecl of doubt. Certain it is that the Morgante had the prio-

rity in publication, having been printed at Venice in 1488, after

a Florentine edition of uncertain date, whereas Bojardo's poem
did not appear till 1496, and, from fome of the concluding lines,

appears not to have been fin idled in 1494. The Morgante may
therefore be juftly, as it is generally, regarded, as the prototype
of the Orlando Furiofo of Ariofto. It has been, faid without

foundation that Picinus and Poiitian had a fliare in this compofi-
tion. . It was firit written at the particular requeft of Lucretia,

mother of Lorenzo de Medici, but it was not finifhed till after

her death, which happened in 1482. It is faid by Crefcimbeni

that Pulci was accuitomed to recite this poem at the table of

. Lorenzo, in the manner of the ancient rhapfodifts. This fin-

, gular offspring of the wayward genius of Pulci has been as

. immoderately commended by its admirers, as it has been unrca-

fonably condemned and degraded by its opponents : and while

/ome have not fcrupled to prefer it to the productions of Ariolto

and Taifo, others have decried it as vulgar, abfurd, and pro-
fane. From the folemnity and devotion with which every canto

is introduced, fome have judged that the author meant to give a

ferious narrative, but the improbability of the relation, and the

. burlefque nature of the incidents deitroy all ideas of this kind.

M. de la Monnoye fays that the author, whom he conceives to

have been ignorant of rules, has confounded the comic and

ferious ftyles, and made the giant, his hero, die a burlefcjue death,

by the bite of a fea-crab in his heel, in the twentieth book, fo

that in the eight which remain he is not mentioned. The
I native
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native fimplicity of the narration, he adds, covers all faults- and
the lovers of the Florentine dialed ftill read it with delight
efpecially when they can procure the edition of Venice in i"s 16
or 1550, with the explanations of his nephew John Pulci
I hefe, however, are no more than a

gloflary of a few w<xds
fubjofned to each canto. There are alfo ibnnets by Luigi P,,lci

pobliflied with thofe of Mattco Franco, in which the two au-
thors fatirize each other without mercy or

delicacy; yet it Is

luppofed that they were very good friend?, and only took
liberties with each other for the fake of amufmg the public.
They were publiftied about the fifteenth century, and entitled

'

Sonetti di Mi fere Mattheo Franco et di Lui^i Pulci jocoll et

facet!, cioe da ridere." No other poem of this author is men-
tioned by Mr. Rofcoe, who has given the beft account of him,
except TGJ

" La Beca di Dicomano," written in imitation and
emulation of " La Nencio da Barbcrino," by Lorenzo de Me-
dici, and publifhed with it. It is a poem in'the ruilic

ilylc and

language, but inftead of the more chaflized and delicate humour
of Lorenzo, the poem of Pulci, fays Mr. Rofcoe, partakes of
the character of his Morgante, and wanders into the

burlefqtie
and extravagant. It has been ftippofed that this poet died about

1487, but it was probably fomething later. The exact time is

not known.
PULMANNUS (THEODORE}, properly , a Dutch

commentator on the clafliCc, was born at Cranenbourg in the

Dutchy of CL-ves, about the year 1510. He was bred a fuller,

but by diligent application became au able fcholar, critic, awl

grammarian. He principally applied himfelf to the correction

of the Latin poets from ancLnt manuscripts, and fuperinten
fome good editions of them at the prefs of Plantic. He pub-
limed in the year 1551 Arator's HHlory of the Acts of the Apof-
tle's in Latin Hexameters, with his own corrections of the text.

Virgil, Lucan, Juvenal, Horace, Aufonius, Claudinn, Terence,

Suetonius, and Efop's Fable, were alfo edited by him, and alfo

the works of St. Paulinus. He is ftippcfed to have died about

1580, at Salamanca, but the caufc which led him fo far from
home we cannot allign.

PULTENEY (WILLIAM;, efq; [H] afterwards earl of Bath,

defcended from one of the moll ancient families in the kingdom,
was born in 1682. Being born to a plentiful fortune, he earl)

had a feat in the houfe of commoi.s ;
and began to diuinguilh

himfelf by being a warm partizan againlt the ministry in the

reign of queen Anne. He had fagacity to detect their errors,

and fpirited eloquence fufficient to expofe them. Thefe ferv.

were well rewaided by George I. who, upon coming to (he

J>] Life of Lorenzo, vol. i- ? J7 t] Annui! Rf6 K "<

tiiron?.
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throne, raifed him to the place of fecretary at war, 1714. Not

Jong after, he was raifed to b: cofferer to his majefty's houfhold;
but the intimacy between this gentleman and lir Robert Walpole,
who then acted as prime miniiter, v.a? foon interrupted, by its

being fufpec~led that fir Robert was defirous of extending the

limits of prerogative, and promoting the intereft of Hanover, at

the expence of his country. Accordingly, in 1725, the king,

by the advice of this mimfter, deltrous that a fum of money
fhould be voted him by the commons, in order to difcharge the

debts of the civil lift, Pultncy moved, that an account fhould be

laid before the houfc, of all money paid for fecret fervices,

during the hit twenty-five years to the then prefent time. This
caufed an irreconcileable breach between the two ministers,

\rhich in two years after broke out into open invedHve. Upon
the houfe of commons deliberating upon the loan of the bank,
which fir Robert warmly efpoufed, Pulteney obferved, that fhift-

ing the funds was but perpetuating taxes, and putting off the

evil day; and fome warm altercation patted between him and
the prime minifter: fir Robert, however, carried it in the houfe

for this time.

Nor did Pulteney confine his difpleafure at the minifter to his

perfon only, but extended it to all his meafures
;
fothat fome have

been of opinion, that he often oppofed fir Robert, when the mea-
fures he purfued were beneficial to the public. This courfe of

fteady oppofition at laft became fo obnoxious to the crown, that

the king, July i, 1731, called for the council-book, and with his

own hand (truck the name of William Pulteney, efq; out of the

lift of privy-counfellors : his majefty further ordered him to be

put out of all commi (lions for the peace : the feveral lords lieu-

tenants, from whom he had received deputations, were com-
manded to revoke him : and the lord chancellor and fecretaries

of ftate were directed to give the necellary orders for that pur-

pofe. A proceeding fo violent only ferved to inflame his refent-

inent, and increafe his popularity. It was fome time after this,

that he made that celebrated fpeech, in which he compared the

miniftry to an empiric, and the conftitution of England to his

patient.
" This pretender in phyfic," faid he,

"
being con-

fulted, tells the duicmpered perfon, there were but two or three

ways of treating his difeafe, and he was afraid that none of them

would fu.T.rcd. A vomit might throw him into convuliions,

that would occafion immediate death : a purge might bring on

a diarrhoea, that would carry him off in a fhort time: and he

had been already bled fo much, and fo often, -that he could bear

it no longer. The unfortunate patient (hocked at this declara-

tion, replies, Sir, you have always pretended to be a regular

doctor, but I now find you are an errant quack : I had an excel-

lent constitution when I iiril fell into your -hands, but you have

quite

4
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quite deftroyed it : and now I find I have no other chance for

laving my life, but by calling for the help of fome regular phy-
fician."

In this manner he continued inflexibly fevere, attacking the
ineafures of the minifter with a degree of eloquence and faraifm
that worlled every antagoniit ; and fir Robert was often heard to

lay, that he dreaded his tongue more than another man's fword.
In 1738, when oppofition ran fo high that feveral members

openly left the houfe, as finding that party and not rcafon carried

it in every motion, Pnlteney thought proper to vindicate the

extraordinary ftep which they had taken ; and, when a motion
was made for removing fir Robert Walpole, he warmly fup-

ported it. What a fingle feflion could not effect, was at length

brought about by time; and, in 1741, when fir Robert found

his place of prime minifter no longer tenable, he wifely refigned
all his employments, and was created earl of Orford. His

oppofers alfo were allured of being provided for; and among
other promotions, Pulteaey himftlf was fworn of the privy

council, and foon afterwards created earl of Bath. He had long
lived in the very focvis of popularity, and was refpecled as the chief

bulwark againft the encroachments of the crown: but, from the

moment he accepted a title, all his favour with the people was

at an end, and the reft of his life was ("pent in contemning that

applaufe which he no longer could fccurc. Dying without ilfue,

June 8, 1764, his title became extinft; and, his only fon having
died fome time before in Portugal, the paternal ettate devolved

to his brother, lieutenant-general Pultency. Befides the great

part he bore in " The Craftfman," he was the author of many

political pamphlets; in the drawing up and compoling of which

no man of his time was fuppofed to exceed him.

PURCELL (HENRY), an eminent mufician, was fon of

Henry Purcell, and nephew of Thomas Purcell, both gentlemen

of the Royal Chapel at the reftoration of Charles II. and born

in 1658 [YJ.
Who his full iu(lru6tors were, is not clearly af-

certained, as he was only fix years old when his father died ;

but the infcription on Blow's monument, in which Blow is called

his mafter, gives at leail room to fuppoft, that Purcell, upon

quitting the chapel, might, for the purpofe of completing his

ftudies, become the pupil of Blow. Houvicr this In , Piiro.ll

(hone early in the fcience of muiicul corrpofition ;
a-d was -hie

to write correct harmony at an age when to perform choral fi.-r.

vice is all that can be expedcd. In 1676, he was appointed

organift of Weftminiter, though then but ciglUen; and, in

1682, became one of the organilts of the chapel Royal.

[i] Hawkins's HiiK of Mufic, IT. 495.

VOL. XII. Ee In
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In 1683, he publifhed twelve fonatas for two violins, 3nd a

bafs for the organ and harpfichord ; in the piefoce to which he

tells us, that " he has faithfully endeavoured a juft imitation of

the mod famed Italian mafters, principally to bring the feriouf-

nefs and gravity of that fort of mufic into vogue and reputation

among our countrymen, whofe humour it is time now fh u!d

begin to loath the levity and balladry of our neighbours." From
the ftructure of thefe compofitions of Purcell, it is not impro-
bable that the fonatas of BafTani, and perhaps other It.ri.tn?,

were the models after which he formed them ;
for as to Cort-lli,

jt i? not clear that any thing of his had been feen io early ns

1683. Before the work is a very fine print of the autho:.

age twenty-four, without the name of either painter or t-:i-

raver, but fo little like that prefixed to the "
Orj

rkannicus," after a painting of Cioftt-rman, :>.t t:

feven, that they hardly feem to be reprefentations of the fame

perfon.
As Piircdl had received his education in the fchool < fa choir,

the natural bent of hi^ ftudies was Cowards church-non fie. S-.T-

vices, however, he feerr.ed to ne^k-ft, and to addi6t hiinfelt to the

compolition of Anthems. An anthem of his,
" Bielild :irc they

that fear the Lord/' was compofed on a very extraordinary
occafion. Upon the pregnancy of James the Second's

tj:

fuppoftd or real, in 1687, proclamation was iflued f^r a thankf-

fiving; and Purcell, bring one of the org; nifts of the Ci

Royal, was commanded to compofe the anthem. The anthem,
"
They that go down to the fea in Ihips," was like wife owing

to a fmgular accident. It was compofed at the requefl of Air.

Goftling, fubdean of St. Paul's, who, being often in mi

parties with the king and the duke of York, was with them at

fea when they were in great danger of being cart away, but

providentially efcaped.

Among the " Letters of Tom Brown from the Dead to the

Living," is one from Dr. Blow to Henry Pined 1, in which it

is humoroufly obferved, th .t perfons rf their profefTion are i'ub-

jedl; to an equal attrac-lion from the church and the pi ;y-rv

and are therefore in a fituation refembling that ot Mahomet's

tomb, which is faid to he fufpinded h.-twccn heaven and earth.

This remark fo truly applies to Purcell, that it is more than pro-
bable that his particular fituation gave occafion to il : for he was

fcarcely known to the world, before he became, in the cxercife

of his calling, fo equally divided between both, the church and

the theatre, that neither could properly call him her own. In
a pamphlet, entitled,

" Rofcius AnL'lic.uais, or an Historical

View of the Stage," written by Downes the prompter, and

publifhed in 170-8, we have an account of feveral plays and

enter-
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entertainments, the mufic of which is by that writer faid to

have been cornpofed by Purcell.

In 1691, the opera of *'
Dioclefian," was publifhed by Pur-

eel!, with a dedication to Charles duke of Somerfet, in which
he obferves, that " mufic is yet but in its nonage, a forward

child, which gives hopes ot what he may be hereafter in Eng-
land, when the matters of it lhall find more encouragement ;

and that it is now learning Italian, which is its belt mafter,
and ftudying a little of the French air, to give it fomcwhat
more of gaiety and fafhion." They, who would fte a fuller

account of Purcell and his works, may have rcex.urfe to fir

John Hawkins's Hiitory of Mnfic, referred to above. He
died the 2ift of November, 1695, of a ccmfnmption or lin-

gering diftemper, as it ihould ll-em; for his will, dated the ift,

recites, that he was then "
very ill in conftitution, but of

found mind:" and his premature death, at the early age of

thirty-feven, was a fevere aftiic-tion to the lovers of his art.

His friends, in conjunction with his widow, for whom and his

children he had not been able to make any great provision,

were anxious to raife u monument of his fame: for which end

they felecled, chiefly from his compofitions for the theatre,

fuch fongs as had been moil favourably received, and, by the

help of a fubfcription of twenty millings each perfon, pub-

limed, in 1698, that well-known work the "Orpheus Bri-

tannicus," with a dedication to his good friend and patronefs

lady Howard, who had been his fchohr.

He was interred in Weltminfter-abbey, and on a tablet fixed

to a pillar is the following remarkable infcription :

Here lies

HENRY PURCELL, Efq;
Who left this life,

And is gone to that blcfled place,

Where only his harmony
can be exceeded.

Obi it 2 1mo die Novembris,

Anno astatis fna? 37mo^
Annoque Domini 1695."

PURCHAS (SAMUEL), a learned Englim divine, and com-

piler of a valuable collodion of voyages, was born at I hax-

itead in ElTex in 1577, and educated at Cambridge. In 1604,

hewas inftituted to the vicarage of Laftwood m Eflex ; but,

leaving the cure of it to his brother, went and lived in I

don, the better to carry on the great
work he had undcrt,

He publimed the firft volume in 1613, and the tour

16^5, under this title:
'< Purchas his ftlabMff, '\*

of the World, and the Religions obfcrved -n all ages ami pU

difcovercd, from the Creation unto thif ^iclcnt,
e 2
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\vas incorporated at Oxford, as he flood at Cambridge, bachelor
of divinity ; and a little before, had been collated to the rectory
of St. Martin's Ludgate, in London. He was alfo chaplain to

Abbot, archbifhop of Canterbury. By the publishing of his

books, he brought himfelf into debt: he did not, however, die

in prifon, as fome have aiTerted, but in his own houfe, and
about 1628. His pilgrimages, and the learned Hackluyt's
Voyages, led the way to all other collections of that kind

; and
have been juftly valued and efteemed. Boiflard, a learned

foreigner, has given a prodigious character of Purchas [K] : he

ftyles him " a man exquilitely fkilled in languages, and all

arts divine and human ; a very great philofopher, hiftorian,
and divine; a faithful prefbyter of the church of England;
very famous for many excellent writings, and efpecially tor his

vaft volumes of the Eaft and Weft Indies, written in his native

tongue."
PURVER (ANTONY), one of the religious fociety called

Quakers, was born at Up-Hurfborn, Hants, about the year
1702. When he was about ten years of age he was put to

fchool to learn to read and write, and to be inftructed in the

rudiments of arithmetic. During the time allotted for thefe

acquifitions, he gave proof of extraordinary genius; and being
prevented for about fix weeks, by illnefs, from attending the

fchool, he ftill applied himfelf to his learning, and on his

return to the fchool had got fo far in arithmetic, as to be

able to explain the fquare and cube roots to his matter; who
himfelf was ignorant of them. His memory at this time ap-
pears to have been uncommonly vigorous, for he is faid not

only to have averted that he could commit to memory in twelve

hours, as many of the longeft chapters in the Bible, but to

have attempted it with fuccefs. Another account, which the

writer of this article has before him, fays, quoting it from
Purver's own mouth, that he fo delighted in reading the Scrip-

tures, as to commit fix chapters to memory in one hour.

He was apprenticed to a. fhoemaker, who, like the mafter

of George Fox, mentioned in this work, employed his appren-
tice in keeping fheep. This gave our young Undent leifure for

reading ; and he occupied it in the indifcriminate perufal of

fuch books as came into his hands: but the Scriptures had the

preference in his rrind. Among other books which came in his

way, was one written by Samuel Fiiher, a Quaker, entitled,
" Rufticus ad Academicos," in which fome inaccuracies in the

tranflation of the Bible being pointed out, Purver determined to

examine for himfelf; and, with the alliftance of a Jew, foon

acquired a knowledge of the Hebrew language. About the 2Oth

[K] In Biblioth. Joannis Boifiardi.
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year of his age he kept a fchool in his native country ; but after-
wards, for the fake of more eafily acquiring the means of profe-
cuting his ihidies, he came to London, where he probably refided
when he publilhed, in 1727, a book called,

" The Youth's
Delight [L J.

The fame year he returned to his native place,and a fecond time opened a fchool there; but previous to this,
in London, he had embraced the principles, and adopted the
profeffion of the Quakers. He is faid to have been convinced
of the truth of their tenets at a meeting held at the Bull and
Mouth in Alderfgate-ftreet ; whether by means of the preachingof any of their miniitcrs, we are not informed; but on the daymonth enfuing, he himfelf appeared as a minifter among them,
at the fame meeting-houfe. On his fecond

fettling at Hufborn,
he began to tranilate the books of the Old Teftament; and ap-
plied himfelf alfo to the ftudy of medicine and botany: but,

believing it his duty to travel in his minifterial funclion, he

again quitted his fchox>l and his native place; not, however,
probably, until after he had refided there fome years; for his
courfe was to London, Elfex, and through feveral counties
to Briftol

;
near which city, at Hambrook, he was in the

latter part of 1738. At this place he took up his abode, at the
houfe of one Joiiah Butcher, a maltfter, whole fon he inftru&ed
in the claflics, and there he tranllated fome of the minor pro-

phets, having before completed the book of Efther, and Solo-

mon's Song. Here he became acquainted with Rachel Cotterel,

who, with a fifter, kept a boarding-fchool for girls, at Frenchay,
Gloucefterfhire

;
and whom, in 1738, he married, and foon

after himfelf opened a boarding-fchool for boys at Frenchay.

During his refidence in Gloucefterfhire, (which was not at

Frenchay all the time) he attempted to publifh his tranflation

of the Old Teftament in numbers at Briftol ; but he did not

meet with fufficient encouragement ;
and only two or three

numbers were publifhed.
In 1758, he removed to Andover, in Hampfhire; and here fin

1764] he completed his tranflation of all the books of the Old

and New Teftament, a work which has not often been accom-

plifhed before by the labour of a lingle individual. It confifts

of two volumes, folio, publilhed in 1764., at the price of four

guineas. It appears, that this work was originally intends!

to be printed in occaiional numbers ; for, in 746. trie late Dr.

Fothergill wrote a letter to the Gentleman's Magazine, in

which he ftrongly recommended the author of a woik then

under publication, which was to be continued in numbers if it

fhould meet with encouragement. This w:;s a tranflation of

the Scriptures, under the title of "
Opus in fucra Biblia clabo-

[L] Printed for J. Willcox, Little-Britain.
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ratum. Purver is not named, but that he was intended, is

known by private teftimony [M]. After fpeaking in high terms
of his learning, Dr. Fothergill fays,

" As to his perfonal cha-

ra&er, he is a man of great funplicity of manners, regular
cpndud, and a modeft referve; he is fleadily attentive to truth,
hates ralfehood, and has an unconquerable aveHion to vice ;

and to crown the portrait, he is not only greatly benevolent to

mankind, but has a lively fenfe of the divine attributes, and a

profound reverence of, and lubmillion to the Supreme Being."
The mode of publication in numbers was probably nnfuccefs-

ful, and foon dropped^ yet he went on with his tranflation,

Ayhich he completed, alter the labour of thirty years. He v. ..s

ftill unable to publifli it, nor could he find a book feller who
would run the hazard of ailifting him. At length his friend

Dr. Fothergill, generouily interfered ; gave him a thoufand

pounds for the copy, aaid published it at his own expence.
Purver afterwards revifed the *vhole, and made con fidetable

alterations and corrections for a fecond edition, which has not

yet appeared, but the MS. remains in the hands of his grand-
Ion. Purver appears, in this great work, a itrenuous advocate

for the antiquity, and even the divine authority, of the Hebrew
vowel points. He is alfo a warm aiFcrter of the purity and

integrity of the Hebrew text, and treats thofe who hold the

contrary opinion with great contempt ; particularly Dr. Ken-
nicott, of whom, and his publication on the Hate of the Hebrew
text, he never ipeaks but with the greateft afperity. He has

taken very confiderable pains with the fcriptural chronology,
and furnifhes his reader with a variety of chronological tables.

He prefers the Hebrew chronology in all cafes, to the Sama-
ritan and Greek, and has throughout endeavoured to connect

facred and profane hiftory. His verfion is very literal, but

does not always prove the judgement or good tafte of the au-

thor. Thus, he fays, that " The Spirit of God hovered a top

of the waters -," and inftead of the majeftic limplicity and un-

affcled grandeur of " Let there be light, and there was light,"
he gives us,

" Let there be light, which there was accordingly."

Thus his .tranflation, though a prodigious work for an indi-

vidual, will rather be ufcd for occasional confultation than

regular perufaj ; and though it may aftord many ufeiul hints,

will not fupply the place of the eftablifhed tranflation.

It is to be recollected, that Purver wras a Quaker ; and, be-

lieving as he did, in their leading principle of immediate

ation, it was likely that his mind mould be turned to look

for iuch afiiftance, on places to which he found his own know-

ledge inadequate. He is faid, accordingly, when he came to

[M] Cruttwdl's Preface to bi/hon Wilfcm's Bible.
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paflages which were difficult to adapt to the context, not un-
frequently to retire into a room alone, and there to wait for

light upon the paflage in queftion: and on thcfe occafions he
fo far neglefted (he care of his body, as fouietimes to lit alone
two or three days and nights.
He lived to about the age of

feventy-five, his deceafe beingin 1777, at Andover, where, in the burial-ground of the reli-

gious focicty with which he had profefled, his remains were
interred. His widow furvived him; but a fon and a daughter
died before their parents. Hannah the daughter, had been
married to Ifaac Bell, of London, by whom fhe had a fon
named John Purver Bell, who was brought up by his grand-
father.

PUTEANUS (ERYCIUS), properly Vandeputte, a very dif-

tinguiihed fcholar, was born at Venlo in Guelderland, in 1574,
and began his ftudies at Dort

; whence he removed to Cologne,
where he (hidied rhetoric, and went through a courfe of phi-
lofophy in the college of Jefuits. He went afterwards to fhidy
the law at Louvain, and took the degree of batchelor there in
I 597. He improved very much by the ledures of Lipfius,
who conceived a great eiteem for him. The fame year he
went into Italy, and continued fome time in the houfe of John
Fernand de Velafcos, governor of the Milanefe

; whence he
removed to Padua, but returned to Milan in 1601, being then

chofen profellbr of eloquence there. He gained a great repu-
tation, and was promoted to the honour of being hifloriographer
to his Catholic majefly : and, in 160-:, the city of Rome ad-

mitted him and his poflerity among her patricians. In 1604,
he commenced doctor of law at Milan: he took alfo a wife the

fame year, by whom he had many children. He commends
her and his children very much in his letters: in one, written in

1626, he tells his friend, that nothing is more agreeable than

a good wife;
"

I fpeak it by experience," fays he, "mine

appears always young and beautiful to me, becaufe, though
fhe lias often had children, yet fhe (Till prefcrves the flower of

her youth, and the charms of her perfon." This, however,
adds Bayle, did not come up to the wilh of a Roman poet.

Puteanus's wife appeared ftill young and beautiful to her huf-

band, becaufe fhe was really fo: but the great point tor a

woman is, to appear young and handfome, even when fhe
is^no

longer fo. In 1606, he removed from Milan to Louvain, being

appointed to fucceed to the profcflbr's chair, which Juftus Lip-
ftus had filled with fo much glory. He was very much cfteemed

in the Low Countries, and enjoyed the titles of hiftoriographer

to the king of Spain, and counfellor to the archduke Albert :

he was even appointed governor of the caftle of Louvain, in

which place he died in 1646.
E e 4 He-
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Puteanus was the author ofan immenfe number of works, mo2

of which, however, are fmall : and no man feemed ever more

perfuaded than he of the maxim of a Greek poet, that " a

great book is always a great evil." He affedted to interfperfe
his writings with ftrokes of wit, and fometimes fucceeded

tolerably well, but was often guilty of puns and quibbles. He
published a book in 1633, while there was a truce negotiating
between his Catholic majefty and the United Provinces, en-

titled,
" Statera Belli & Pacis, The Balance of Peace and

War:" in which, fays Bay It-, he ihewed himfelf better ac-

quainted with the true interests of his Catholic majelty, than

they who applied themfelves iolely to Hate affairs. It made a

great noife, and had like to have ruined him: for he fpoke
with too much freedom of things which policy mould have

kept fecret. G. Voflius, his good friend, in the conclulion of

a letter, wherein he cxpreflcs his fears for Puteanus, fays," Would to God he were obliged to hear only what Phalaris

is reported to have faid to SteJichonis, on an occalion pretty
much like this: Mind onlf the Mffis, your labours will be glorious

enough."
In Bullart's Academies des Sciences, is the following account

of himfNJ.
" It was the prodigious learning of Puteanus,

which, naving won the heart of Urban VIII. determined that

great pope to fend him his portrait in a gold medal, very heavy,
with fome copies of his works. It was that fame learning,
which engaged cardinal Frederic Borromeo to receive him into

his palace, when he returned to Milan. It was alfo his learn-

ing, which made him tenderly beloved by the count de Fuentes,

governor of Milan; and afterwards by the archduke Albert,

who, having promoted him to Juftus Lipiius's chair,, admitted

him alfo mod honourably into the number of his counfellors.

Laftly, it was his learning which made him fo much elteemed
in the chief courts of Europe, and occasioned almoft all the

princes, the learned men, the ambaffadors of kings, and the

general of armies, to give him proofs of their regard in the

letters they wrote to him
;
of which above iixteen thoufand were

found in his library, all placed in a regular order. He had the

glory to fave the king of Poland's life, by explaining an enig-
matical writing drawn up in unknown characters, which no
man could read or underftand, and which, contained the fcheme
of a confpiracy againft that prince."

His works are divided into five volumes, folio, the fecond of

which contains his letters: befides which, another collection

of letters was publimed at Louvain in 1662, by the care of his

fon-in-law Xiltus Anthony Miller, governor of the cattle of

[N] Tom. ii. p. 220.
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Lonvain. Puteanus was charged with writing a fatire againft
James I. of England, entitled,

"
If. Cafauboni Corona Regia,

&c." but falfely: it is now thoroughly believed, that Scioppius
was the author of that moft bitter and outrageous piece.
PUTSCHIUS (ELIAS), born at Antwerp, about 1580, be-

came a celebrated grammarian. His family was originally
from Augfbourg. When he was only twenty-one, he publifhed
Salluft, with fragments and good notes. He then publilhed
the celebrated collection of thirty-three ancient grammarians,
in 410, at Hanau, in 1605. He was preparing other learned

works, and had excited a general expectation from his kuow-

ledge and talents, when he died at Stade, in 1606, being only

twenty-fix years ot age.
PUY (PETEK dej, a very learned Frenchman, was born of

a good family at Paris, in 1583.
" His knowledge and learn-

ing," fays Voltaire, in his Eilay on Hiitory, vol. vii.
" were

fingularly ufeful to the itate. He laboured more than any one,

todifcover charters and old records, by which the king's rights

over other dates might be afcertained and eihblilhed. He de-

veloped and cleared up the origin of the Salique law. He

proved, that the liberties of the Galilean church were nothing
but a portion of die ancient rights of the ancient churches.

His Hiftory of the Templars ihevvs, that fome of the order

were culpable ;
but that the condemnation of the whole, and

the deltrudtioQ of fo many knights, was one of the moft hor-

rible injuftices that ever was committed." He was the author

of near a dozen works, of a fimilar caft, and chiefly calcu-

lated for political purpofes. He died in 1652, univerfally la-

mented, and particularly by the learned ;
for he was not only a

lover of his country, but*a lover of learning. He ufed, like

Menage, to have Itated aflemblies held, and learned conver-

fations carried on, in his houfe ;
and out of his immenfe col-

ledions and treafures, he was the moft communicative man

that ever lived. The prefident de Thou had the itrongeft affec-

tion for him.

PUY-SEGUR (James deCHASTENET, lord of), lieutenant-

general under Louis XIII. and XIV. was of a noble family in

Armacmac, and was born in the vcar 1600. He is one or thofe

Frenchmen of diftindion who have written memoirs ot their

own time, from which io abundant materials are fupph

their hiftory, more than are generally found in other countnc

His memoirs extend, from 1617 to 1658.

publimedat Paris, and at Amfterdam in 1600, under the i

fpection of du Chene, hiftoriogwpher
ct K

iVmo, and are now republifhcd
in the general coll.

memoirs. The life of Puy-Scgur,
was that

foldier. He entered into the army in 1617, ami I loriy-
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three years without intermiffion, rifing gradually to the rank of

lieutenant-general. In 1636, the Spaniards having attempted
to pafs the Somme, in order to march to Paris, Puy-Segur was
ordered to oppofe them with a fmall body of troops. The
general, the count de SoiiTbns, fearing afterwards that he would
be cut off, which was but too probable, fent his aid-de-camp to

tell him that he might retire if he thought proper.
"

Sir,"

replied this brave officer,
" a man ordered upon a dangerous

fervice, like the prefent, has no opinion to form about it. I

came here by the count's command, and mall not retire upon
his permiflion only. If he would have me return, he muft
command it." This gallant man is faid to have been at one
hundred and twenty lieges, in which there was an aclual ca-

nonade, and in more than thirty battles or fkirmiflies, yet never
received a wound. He died in 1682, at his own caftle of Bcr-

nouille, near Guife. His memoirs are written with boldnefs

and truth ; contain many remarkable occurrences, in which he

was perionally concerned ; and conclude with fome very ufeful

military inftru&ions.

PYLE (THOMAS, M. A.), fon of a clergyman [o], was
born at Stodey, near Holt, Norfolk, in 1674; he was educated

at Cains-college, Cambridge ; and ferved the town of King's

Lynn, in the capacities of curate, lecturer, and minifter, from
his admiflton into orders till his deceafe in 1757; difcharging
the feveral duties of his office with unremitted induftry and per-
fect integrity. His fole aim was to amend or improve his au-

ditors. For this purpofe, he addrefled himfelf, not to their

paffions, but to their understandings and confciences. Heju-
dicioufly preferred a plainncfs, united with a force of expref-
fion, to all affectation of elegance or rhetorical fublimity.
Befide which, he fpoke his difcourfes with fo juft and animated

a tone of voice, as never failed to gain univerfal attention.

He dHtinguiihecl himfelf early in life, by engaging in the Ban-

gorian controverfy ; which he did fo much to the fatisfaclion

of the late bifhop Hoadly, that he not only gave him a prebend,
and procured him a refidentiaryihip -in the church of Sarum,
but made two of his fons prebendaries of Winchefter. Mr.

Pyle afterwards publiflied his "
Paraphrafe on the A6ls, and

all the Epiftles," in the manner of Dr. Clarke ;
a work which

has palled through many editions, and is exceedingly well

adapted to the ufe and inftruclion of Chriflian families; as it

contains in a plain manner, and within a fmall compafs, the

fubftancc of what had been written by preceding commentators.

The fame character is due to his "
Paraphrafe on the Revelation

of St. John," and on the " Hiftorical Books of the Old Tefta-

[o] Gent. Mag. 1783, p. 659.
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ment." All thefe admirably conduce to the valuable end for
which they were intended, to render the true meaning of Scrip-
ture more eafy and familiar to the apprehenfion of all readers.

Three volumes of his
"
Sermons," were alfo printed in 1783 ;

but that he himfelf had no defign of committing them to the

prefs is fomewhat probable, from the following remarkable cir-

cumftance, which proves them to be the genuine offspring of
his own extraordinary genius ; namely, that he composed them
with the greateil facility and expedition, amidft the interrup-
tions of a numerous furrounding family. To be celebrated as

a preacher, was :he natural confequence of his nervous lan-

guage and fpirited deliverv. It may be added, that he was
no lefs jultly admired as a iaithiul friend, as an agreeable com-

panion, as a man of the mod liberal fentiments, and fu free from

all pride and conceit of his own abilities, that he was apt to

pay a deference to the opinions of many perfons much inferior

to himfelf. What he efieemed one principal advantage and

happinefs of his life wr
as, that he lived not only in friendihip,

but in familiar correfpondence, witl feveral of the moft famous

divines of his time, particularly oifhop Hoadly, Dr. Samuel

Clarke, and Dr. Syk.es. Now as that prelate declared to the

world, that he wilhed to be diftinguifhed after death by no

higher title, than " The Friend of Dr. Clarke," we may
furely afcribe it as no fmall honour to the late Mr. Pyle, tha't

he was the friend of both thofe eminent men.

The follow ing teftimonials may be recorded to his honour [p]:
" Tom Pyle is a learned and worthy, as well as a lively

and entertaining man. To be fure, his fuccefs has not been

equal to his merit, which yet, perhaps, is in fome meafure

owing to himfelf; for that very impetuofity of fpirit which,

under proper government, renders him the agreeable creature

he is, has, in fome circumftances of life, got the better of

him, and hurt his views." ArcMIJbap HERRING.
" Dr. Sydall, with Mr. Pyle, fen. of Lynn, were the two

beft fcholars I ever examined for holy orders while I w chap-

lain to Dr. Moore, bifhop of Norwich." Mr. WHIST

PYNAKER (ADAM), a celebrated painter of landfcapes,

was born in 1621, at the village of Pynakt-r, between Schiedam

and Delft, and always retained the name of the place

nativity. He went for improvement to Rome, where he f

for three years, after nature, and after the belt models amon

the great mailers. He returned an atcompl (bed painier,
ai

his works rofetothe higlu-il
efteem. His hgh:

are always judicioufly diitrihuted and flcilfully
o : but

is cabinet idures are much preferable
to thofe ,t hrgcr i

his cabinet pidures

fl Cent. M.ig.

He
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He chofe generally a ftrong morning light, which allowed him
to give a tine verdure to his trees. His diltances are properly
thrown back, by diverfified obje&s intervening, and his land-

fcapes enriched with figures, and pieces of architecture. He
died in 1673.
PYRRHO, an eminent philofopher of antiquity [qjj, was

born at Elis, and rlouriihed in the time of Alexander, about
the noth Olympiad. He was at firft a painter; but meeting
with fome writings of Democrittis, applied himfelf afterwards

to philolbphy. Anaxarchus, the Abderite, was his mafter
;

whom he attended fo far in his travels, that he even converted
with the Gymnofophtfts in India, and with the Magi. He
eitablilhed a feet, whofe fundamental principle was, that there

is nothing true or falfe, right or wrong, honeft or dilhoneft,

juft or unjuft; that there is no ftandard in any thing, but that

all things depend upon law and cudom
;
and that uncertainty

and doubt belong to every thing. From this continual feeking
after truth, and never finding it, the feet obtained the name
ot Sceptic; as it was foinetimes called Pyrrhonian, from its

founder.

The excefs to which this philofopher carried his notions, as

the ancients havv ucforibed it, was very ridiculous. He fhunned

nothing, nor took any care, but went ftraight forward upon
every thing [R]. Chariots, precipices, dogs, or any obitacles,

moved not him to turn the leait out of the way ;
but he was

always faved by his friends that followed. He ufed to walk
out alone, and feldom Ihewed himfelf to thole of his own
family. He aifedled a ftate of the utmoft indifference, info-

much that he held it wrong to be moved with any thing. An-
axarchus happening to fall into a ditch, Pyrrho went on, without

offering to help him, or (hewing the leaft emotion : which,
when fome blamed, Anaxarchus is faid to have commended, as

worthy of a philofopher. Another time, being at fea in a

ftorm, and all around him being dejected and confounded, he

very quietly and compofedlv fhewed them a pig feeding in the

ihip, and faid, that " a wife man ought to be fettled in the

fame tranquillity."
This fort of wifdom, whatever might be pronounced upon

it in an age of common fcnfe, exalted Pyrrho to fo much ho-

nour with his fellow-citizens, that they made him chief pried,
and on his account panned a decree of immunity for all philo-

fophers. He died at ninety years of age, leaving nothing be-

hind him in writing: but a fummary of his principles is tranf-

mitted to us by Sextus Empiricus, an acute and learned author

of his fe$, whofe "
Pyrrhonea? hypoihefes," or three books of

[qj Diagen. Laert. dt vit. Phiiof. [R] Stanley's Lives of die Philofophers.

the
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the fccptic phllofophy, are tranflated by the learned Stanley,and i alerted in his valuable and ufeful work,
" Of the Lives

and Opinions of the Philosophers.
"

Epicurus is faid to have
admired the converlation of Pyrrho, and to have been conti-

nually queftioning him.

PYTHAGORAS, one of the greareft men of
antiquity,

came into the world towards the forty-feventh Olympiad, four
defcents from Numa, as Dionyiius of HalicarnaiUis has proved;
that is, about 590 years before Chriih His father Mnemar-
chus ot Samos, who was a graver by trade, and dealt in rings
and other trinkets, went with his wife to Delphi, a few days
after his marriage, there to fell fome goods during the feaft ;

and, while he .Itayed there, received an oracular anfwer from

Apollo, who told him, that, if he embarked for Syria, the

voyage would be very fortunate to him, and that his wife
would there bring forth a ion, who fliould be renowned for

beauty and wifdom, and whofe life would be a bleillng to pof-

terity. Mnemarchus obeyed the god, and Pythagoras was born

at Sidon
; and, being brought to Samos, was educated there

anfwcrably to the great hopes that were conceived of him.

He was called " the youth with the fine head of hair;" and,
from the great qualities which appeared in him earls, was foon

regarded as a good genius fent into the world for the benefit of

mankind.

Samos, in the mean time, afforded no philofophers capable
/of fatisfying his ardent thirit after knowledge;

and therefore,

at eighteen, he refolved to travel in quelt of them eliewhere.

The fame of Pherecydes drew him firit lo the iiland of Syros ;

whence he went to Miletus, where he converfed withThales.

Then he went to Phoenicia, and ihiyed fome time at Sidon, the

place of his birth ; and from Sidon into Egypt, where Thalcs

and Solon had been before him. Amafis, king- of Egypt, re-

ceived him very kindly ; and, after having kept him iomc time

at his court, gave him letters for the prielb of Heliopolis. '1 he

Egyptians were very jealous of their fcicnces, which they

rarely imparted to ftrangers; nor even to their own countrymen,
till they had made them pals through the levered probation*.

The pricfls of Heliopolis fent him to thole of Memphis, and

they directed him to the ancients of Diofpolis, who, not daring

to difobey the king, yet unwilling to break in upon their emu

laws and cuftoms, received Pythagoras into a kind of novi-

ciate; hoping he would foon be deterred from farther purfuitt,

by the rigorous rules and ceremonies, \\hich were a i.. ciiljry

introduction to their inyfteries.
But they were deceived; Py-

thagoras went through all with wonderful patient, (o ;

even, according to fome authors, as to admit ot circumcifion.
& Alter
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After having remained twenty-five years in Fgypt, he went

to Babylon, afterwards to Crete, and thence to Sparta, to in-

ftruft himfelf in the laws of Minos and Lycur.;-us. Then he
returned to Samos, which, finding nnder the tyranny of Poly-
crate5, he quitted again, and vifited the countries of Greece.

Going throtigh Peloponnefus, he flopped at Phi i us, where Leo
then reigned; and, in his converfation with this prince, fpoke
with fo much eloquence and wifdom, that Leo was at once

delighted and furprifcd. He afked him at length,
" what pro-

feffion he followed?" Pythagoras anfwered,
"
None, but that

he was a philofcpher." For, difpleafed with the lofty title of

fages and wife men, which his profefiion had hitherto aflumed,
he changed it into one more mode ft and humble, calling himfclf
a philofopher, that is, a lover of \vifdom. Leo aflred him " what
it was to be a philofopher; and the difference there was between
a philofopher and other men?" Pythagoras anfwered, that
" life might well be compared to the Olympic games; for,

as in that vaft affembly, fome come in fearch of glory, others

in fearch of gain, and a third fort, more noble than the two
former, neither for fame nor profit, but only to enjoy the won-
derful fpe&acle, and to fee and know what pafles in it

;
fo we,

'in like manner, come into the world as into a place of puMic
meeting, where fome toil after glory, others after gain, and a

few, contemning riches and vanity, apply themfelves to the

ftudy of nature. Thefe lait," faid he,
" are they, whom I call

philofophers :" And he thought them by far the nohlcft of the

human kind, and the only part which
f|
ent their lives fuitably

to their nature ; for he was wont to fay, that " man was created

to know and to contemplate."
From Peloponnefus he paffed into Italy, and fettled at

Croton
;
where the inhabitants, having flittered great lofs in a

battle with the Locrians, degenerated from induftry and courage
into foftnefs and effeminacy. Pythagoras thought it a tafk

worthy of him to refnrm this city; and accordingly began to

preach to the inhabitants all manner of virtues; and, though he

naturally met at firit with great opposition, yet at length he

made fuch an imprelfion on his hearers, that the magiftrates

themfelves, aftonifhed at the folidity and itrength ot rcafon

with which he fpake, prayed him to irtterpofc in the affairs of
-the government, and to give fuch advices as he mould judge

expedient for the good of the fbtt-. When Pythagoras had

reformed the marine i s ot the citizens by preaching, and

eftablifhed the city by \viic and prudent counfcls, he thought it

time to lay fome roiindution of the wifdom he pr^feHed; and,
in order to eftablilh his ft- 61, opened a fchool. Jt i? not to be

wondered, that a crowd of difciples offered themfelves to a

man-, of whofe wifdom fuch prodigious effects had been now
feen
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fecn and heard. They came to him from Greece and from
Italy; bu% tor fear of pouring the treafures of wifdom into
unfound and corrupt vefiels, he received not

indifferently all that

prcft-nted thcmfelves, but took time to try them: for he ufed to

fay,
"

every fort of wood is not fit to make a Mercury ;" ex

quo-vis Ugno non
fit Mercurius; that is, all minds are not alike

capable of knowledge.
He gave his difciples the rules of the Egyptian priefts, and

made them pafs through the aufterities which he himfelf had
endured. He at firit enjoined them a live years iilence, during
\vhich they were only to hear; after that, leave was given
them to propofe queltions, and to fhte their doubts. TheyVere
not, ho\\ vcr, even then, to talk without bounds and ineafure:

for he often faid to them,
" Either hold your peace, or utter

things more worth than filence; and fay not a little in many
words, but much in few." Having gone through the probation,

they were obliged, before they were admitted, to bring all their

fortune into the common (took, which was managed by perfons
chofen on purpoie, and called ceconomiils: and, if any retired

from the fociety, he often carried away with him more than he

brought in. He was, however, immediately regarded by the

rett as a dead perfon, his obfequies made, and a tomb raifed for

him: which fort of ceremony was initituttd, to deter others

from leaving the fchool, by (hewing, that if a man, after having
entered into the ways of wifdom, turns afide and forfakes them,
it is in vain for him to believe himfelf living, he is dead.
" He is dead,'

1

as St. Paul fays[s],
"

though he feem to be

alive."

The Egyptians believed the
fecrecy they obferved, to be

recommended to them by the example of their go;is, who would

never he ieen by mortals, but through the obfcurity of fhadows.

For this reafm there was at Sais a town of Egypt, a ftatue of

Pallas, who was the fame as Ills, with this infcription:
"

I am
whatever is, has been, or ihall be; and no mortal has ever yet

taken off the veil that covers me.'' They had invented, therefore,

three ways of exprtiling their thoughts; the (imple, the hiero-

glyphical, and the fymbolical.
In the fimple, they fpoke plainly

and intelligibly, as in common conversation; in the hierogly-

phical, they concealed their thoughts under certain images

and characters; and in the fymbolical, they explained them by

fhort expretfions, which, under a fenfe plain and (implc, in-

cluded another wholly figurative. Pythagoras principally imitated

the fymbolical ftyle
of the Egyptians, which, having neither

the obfcurity of the hieroglyphics, nor t'ie ckarn fs of ordinary

difcourfe, he thought very proper to inculcate ti e greateft and

[s] I 1 im. v.

mod
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moft important truths: for a fymbol, by its double fenfe, the

proper arid the figurative, ttachts two things at once; and

nothing pleads the mind more, than the double image it repre-
fents to our view.

In this manner Pythagoras delivered many excellent things

concerning God and the human foul, and a va(l variety of

precepts, relating to the conduct of life, political as well as

civil ; and he made fome confiderable difcoveries and advances

in 'he arts and fciences. Thus, among the works that are cited

of him, there are not only books of phyfic, arid books of mo-

rality, like that contained in what are called his " Golden Verfes,"
but treatifes of politics and theology. All thefe works are loft:

but the valtnefs of his mind, and the greatnefs of his talents,

appear from the wonderful things he performed. He delivered,
as antiquity relates, feveral cities of Italy and of Sicily from the

yoke of ilavery ; he appeafed feditions in others; and he foftened

the manners, and brought to temper the mod favage and unruly
humours, of feveral people and feveral tyrants. Phalaris, the

tyrant of Sicily, is faid to have been the only one who could

vvithftand the remonftrances of Pythagoras; and he, it feems,
was fo enragsjd at his lectures, that he ordered him to be put to

death. But though the reafontngs of the philofopher could

make no impreffion on the tyrant, yet they were fufficient to

revive the fpirit of the Agrigentines, and Phalaris was killed the

very fame day that he had fixed for the death of Pythagoras.

Pythagoras had a great veneration for marriage; and therefore

at Croton, married Theano, daughter of Brontinus, one of the

chief of that city. He had by her two funs, Arimnettus and

Telauges; which laft fucceeded his father in his fchool, and was
the matter of Empedocles. He had likewife one daughter,
named Damo, who was diltinguifhed by her learning as well as

her virtues, and wrote an excellent commentary upon Homer.
It is related, that Pythagoras had given her fome of his writings,
with exprefs commands not to impart them to any but thofe of

his own family; to which Damo was fo fcrtipuloufly obedient,
that even when fhc was reduced to extreme poverty, (he refufed

a great fum of money for them. Some have indeed aliened,
and Plutarch among them, that Pythagoras never wrote any

thing; but this opinion is contradicted by others, and Plutarch

is fuppofcd to be inittaken. Whether he did or not, it is cer-

tain that whatever was written by his firfr difciples ought to be

regarded as the work of himfelf
;
for they wrote only his opinions,

and that too fo rc'ttiioufiy, that they would not change the It-alt

fyllable ; icfpiclmg the words of their maiter as the oracles of a

god; and alledeiny in confirmation of the truth of any doclrine

only this, I;TCJ i^,u t
" He faid fo." They looked on him as

the



PYTHAGORAS.
oil perfect 5ma,e of the deity among men. His houfe was

culled the temple of Ceres, and his court-yard the temple of
ti'.e Mules; and, -when lie went into towns, it was laid he went
thither,

" not to teach men, biU to inal them."

Pythagoias was perfecuted in the bit years of his life, and die-i

a tragical d>.-ath. There was at Croton a young man called

Cylon, whom a noble birth and opulence had fo puffed up wi;h

pride, that he thought he ftiould do honour to Pythagoras in

offering to be his rlifciple. Tlie philoiopher did not meal tire

the merit of meJti by theie exterior things; and therefore rinding
in him much corruption and wickednefs, icfufed to adn.it him.
This extremely enraged Cylon, who fought nothing but revenge;
and, havir.g rendered as many perfons difaffedled to Pythagoras
as he could, came one day accompanied by a. crowd of profli-

gates, anil furrounding the houfe where he was teaching, fet it

on fire. Pythagoras had the luck to efcape, and flying, took

the way to Locris
;
but the Locrians, fearing the enm-ty of

Cylon, who was a man of power, deputed their chief magif-
trates to meet him, and to requeft him to retire elfewhcre. He
went to Tarentum, where a new perfecution foon obliged him
to retire to Mciapontum. But the fedition of Croton proved as

it were the lignal of a general infurredion againit the Pythago-
reans i the flame had gained all the cities of Greater Greece ;

the fchools of Pythagoras were dellroyed, and he him felt, at the

age of above eighty/ killed at the tumult of Metapontum, or,

as as others fay^
v. as Uarved to death in the temple of the Mufti,

\v hither he vas tied for refuge.
The doftrine of Pythagoras was not confined to the narrow

compafs of Magna CiWia, now called the kingdom of Naples ;

it fpreud itfelf over all Greece, and in Alia. The Romans ad-

mired his precepts long after his death; and having received an

oracle, which commanded them to creft itatues in honour of the

merit wife and the moll valiant nf the Greeks, they eroded two

brazen liatues, one to Alcibiades as the molt valiant, and the

other to Pyih-.r-oras as the molt wife. It was greatly to his

honour, that ihc two moil excellent men Gr- produced,

S:.crates and Plato, in fome ine:i!ure followed his .

The feel of Pythagoras fubliiUd till towi rd ' ot i

reign of Alexander the Great. About that time my

andth,- Lyceum united to obfcure and fwallow up t

,
which till then had held up its hcaJ xuth fo much g! ry,

that Ifocrates writes,
'* We more admire, at this

Korean when he is lilent, than otlieis, even the n

then they (peak." However, in atter-afcs, there i

and there fome diiciples
of Pythagoras,

but;

ti6.br perfons,
who never made anv

focjety; ^ e f'

thag :,rcLns any more a public
ft'hool. V, c tind fli

VOL. XII. ^ *
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letter of Pythagoras to Hiero, tyrant of Syracufe; but this letter

is certainly fnppofithious, Pythagoras having been dead bc-icie

Hiero was born. " The Golden Verfes of Pythagoras," the

real author of which is unknown, have been frequently pvb-
iiihed, with the "

Commentary of Hierocles," and a Latin ver-

iion and notes. Mr. Dacier tranflated them into French, with

notes, and added the " Lives of Pythagoras and Hierocles ;"

and this work was publifhed in Englifh, the " Golden Verfes"

being tranflated from the Greek by N. Rowc,efq; in 1707, 8vo.

It is chiefly from Dacier's " Life of Pythagoras," that the pse-
fcnt memoir is extracted.

QUADRATUS,
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QUADRATUS,
a difciple of the apoftles, according to

Eufebius and Jerome, and bifhop of Athens, where he
was born, or at lead educated [A]. About the year 125, when
the emperor Adrian wintered at Athens, and was there initiated

into the Eleufmian myfteries, a perfecution arofe againft the

Chriftians, during which their bifhop Publius fuffered martyr-
dom. Quadratus fucceeded him; and, in order to (top the per-
fecution, compofed an "

Apology for the Chriftian Faith," and

prefented it to the emperor. This Apology, which had the

defired effecl, was extant in Eufebius's time, who tells us, that

it (hewed the genius of the man, and the true dodlrine of the

apoftles ;
but we have only a fmall fragment preferved by Eu-

febius in the fourth book of his hiftory, wherein the author

declares, that " none could doubt the truth of the miracles of

Jefus Chrift, becaufe the perfons, healed and raifed from the

dead by him, had been feen, not only when he wrought his

miracles, or while he was upon earth, but even a very great
while after his death

;
fo that there are many," fays he,

" who
were yet living in our time." Valefius, and others upon his

authority, will have the Quadratus, who compofed the Apo-

logy, to be a different perfon from Quadratus, the bifhop of

Athens ;
but his arguments do not feem fufficiently grounded,

and are therefore generally rejeded. Jerome affirms them to

be the fame. Nothing certain can be collected concerning the

death of Quadratus ;
but it is fuppofed, that he was baniftied

from Athens, and then put to variety of torments, under the

reign of Adrian.

There was alfo a very eloquent Athenian philofopher, named

Ariftides, who prefented to the emperor Adrian, at the fame

time with Quadratus, a volume in the form of an apology for

the Chriftian religion;
" which," fays Jerome,

" (hews the

learned how excellent a writer this author was."

Jerome obferves, that Ariftides did not alter his profeflion when

he changed his religion; that his Apology was full of
philp-

fophical notions; and that it was afterwards imitated by Juftm

Martyr. It was extant in the time of Eufebius and Jerome, but is

[A] Cave's Hift. Litcnr.

Ffa now
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now loft. There is little mention of Ariftides by the anci-

fo that nothing particular is known of him.

QUARLESf (FRANCIS), an Englilh poet, fon of Jame
Quarles, efq; clerk of the green-cloth, and purveyor to queen
Elizabeth, was born at Stewards, in the p:irilh of Rumford in

Eifex, in i592[BJ. He was fent to Cambridge, and continued

for fome time in Chrirt-collegv.'S and then became a member
of Lincoln's-Inn. Atterwards, he was preferred to the place
r>f cup-bearer to Elizabeth, c'aughtcr of James I. elecr.re{<

palatine and queen ot Bohemia ; but quitted her fervice, very

probably upon the ruin of the elector's affairs, and went over

to Ireland, where he became fecretary to archbi&op L'ilier,

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion in that kingdom, in

1641, he flittered greatly in his fortune, and \vas obliged to

Ay for fafety to England.- But here he did not meet with the

quiet he expecled * for a piece of his, ftyled
" The Royai

Convert,'' having given offence to the prevailing powers, they
took occafion from that, and from his repairing to Charles 1.

at Oxford, to hurt him as much as poflible in his eftates. But
we arc told, that what he took molt to heart, was being plun-
dered of his books, and fome manufcripts which he had pre-

pared for the prcfs. The lofs of thefe is fuppofed to have

haftentd his death, which happened in 1644. He wrote ;>.

comedy, called,
" The Virgin Widow," printed in 1649, and

feveral poems, which were chiefly of the religious kind.

JLangbaJne fays,
" He was a poet that mixed religion and

fancy together ; and was very careful in all his writings not

to entrench upon good manners by any fcurrility in his works,
or any ways offend againil his duty to God, his neighbour, and

himfeltY' Thus, according to Langbainc, (and others have

given him the fame tettimonial; he was a very good man
;

but, in the judgement of fome he was alio a very great man,
and a moil excellent poet.

" Had he been contemporary,"

fays Fuller,
" with Plato, that great back-friend to poets, he

would not only have allowed him to live, but advanced him to

an otHce in his commonwealth. Some poets, if debarred pro*

fanenefs, wantonnefs, and latiricalncfls, that they may neither

abufe God, themielves, nor their neighbours, have their tongues
.cut out in erreci. Others only trade in wit at the fecond hand,

being all for transitions, nothing tor invention. Our Quarles
tree from the faults of the firfl, as if he had drank of

Jonbn in (lead of Helicon, and ilept on Mount Olivet for his

rarnaiiiis; and was happy in his own invention. His vifible

poetry, I mean his '

Emblems,' is excellent, catching therein

4'he eye and fancy at one draught ;
fo that he hath o

[B] Langbaine'* Account of D$aftMe Poet $ Winftanleyj WtwJ, &c.

therein,
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therein, in fome men's judgements. His .' Vcrfcs on Job' are
done to the life, fo that the reader may fee his forces, and
through them the amiuifh of his foul. According to the advice
of St. Hierome, verla vcrtelat in ctcra. and praftifed the lob
he had dcfcribed.

:I

By one wife Quarles had eighteen children, one of whom
named John, a poet alfo, was born in Eifex in 1624; admitted
into Exeter college, Oxford, in 1642 ;

bore arms for Charles I".

within the gairifon at Oxford
;
and was afterwards a captain i$

.one of the royat armies. Upon the ruin of the king's arFairs,
he retired to London in a mean condition, where he wrote
feveral things purely for a maintenance

;
and afterwards travelled

on the continent. He returned, and died of the plague at Lon-
don in 1665. Some have eftecmed him tilfo a good poet ; an J per-

haps he was not entirely deftitute of genius, \\hich would nave

appeared to more advantage, if it had been duly and properly
.cultivated. His principal merit, however, nith his admirers,
was certainly his being a^very great royaliih

QUELLINUS (ERASMUS;, an eminent painter, was born
at Antwerp in 1607. He ftudied the belles lettres and philofo-

phy for fume time
;
hut his tafte and inclination for painting

forced him at length to change his p.urfuits.
He learned his art

of Rubens, and became a very good paintrr. Hiftory, landf-

/cape, and feme architecture, were the principal objects of his

application, and his learning frequently appeared in his produc-
tions. He painted feveral grand pictures in Antwerp, and the

places thereabouts, for churches and palace* : and though he

aimed at nothing more than the pleafure he took in the exercife

of painting, yet when he died he left behind him a very great

character for (kill.and merit in his art. H<-' lived to bo very olJ,

which is not common to pain'ers: their profeliion not being at

all favourable to length of days. He left a fon, John Erafmus

.Qiiellinus, culled young Quellinus; a painter
whole works -..

c-iteemccl, and may be Feen in different pans of Hander* : and

a nephew Artus Ouellinus, who was an excellent artilt in (culp-

ture, and who executed the fine pieces
of carved work in tre

town-hall at Amfterdam, engraved firft by Hubert Qudlinus.

Young Qnellinus was born in 1630, and du-;l in 1715; i"" 1

having ftudied at Rome, is generally thought to have lurpaik-d

his father.

QUENSTEDT JOHN ANDRKW;, a Lutheran divine, and

a ftrong opponent of the Roman Catholics, was born at O,

limbounr, and died on May 22, 1688, at the age of
fcverity-pne.

He publiihed, i. A work entitled,
<

Dialogu^
cle Patriis iHuf-

trium virorum, Dodrina, et Scriptls," 4to, \Vittemberg, 1654,

and 1691. This is an account of learned men from Ada*

year 1600, but is fuperncial,
and inaccurate. 2. "

Sepuhur.
F f 3 ICTL1ttrum.
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terum," 8vo, 1660, and in 4to, Wittemberg. This is cfteemed

his beft work. 3.
" A Syftem of Divinity for th fe who adopt

the Confeflion of Augfburg," 4 vols. folio, 1685. 4. Several

other works, more replete with proofs of learning than of cor-

re&nefs and good tafte.

QUERENGHI (ANTONY), A poet of Italy, who wrote both

in his own language and in Latin, was born at Padua in 1546,
and manifested a very early genius. By means of a ready

conception and vail memory, he foon made himfelf mailer of

feveral languages, and of no finall itore of other knowledge.
lie was confidentially employed by feveral popes, and was fecrc-

tary of the facred college under no lefs than five. Clement VIII.

made him a canon of Padua, but Paul V. recalled him to Rome,
where he loaded him with honourable offices. Querenghi con-

tinued to hold his employments under the fucceedrng popes, till

he died at Rome, Sept. i, 1633, at the age of eighty-feven.
There is a volume of his Latin poems, which was printed at

Rome in 1629: and Italian poetry, publifhcd alfo at Rome in

1616.

QUERLON (ANNE GABRIEL MEUSNIER DE), born at

Nantes, April 15, 1702, was a journalift of fome celebrity in

France, a fcholar attached to the ftudy of the ancients, an enemy
to bad tafte, to the affedtation of introducing new terms, and ftill

more to the rage for new principles. He published, for twenty-
two years, a periodical paper fof the province of Britany, en-

titled
" Les petites Affiches:" and, during the fame period, for

five years, conducted the " Gazette de France," the "
Journal

Etranger," for two years ;
and took a part in the "

Journal En-

cyclopedique." Notwithstanding thefe labours, he was the editor

of many Latin and French authors, whofe works he enriched

by notes and prefaces, at once curious and inftrudlive. He com-

pofed alfo works of his own, and, befides thofe which he pub-
limed, left feveral in manufcript, among which was a regular

Analyfis of the literary journals on which he was for fo many
years employed. Towards the latter part of his life he ated as

librarian to a rich financier named Beaujon, from whom he had

a handfome falary, with an honourable and pkafing retreat in

his houfe. He died in April 1780, very generally regretted.
His principal works, befides the periodical publications already

mentioned, are, r. " Les irnpoftures innocentes," a little n.'jvel,

the produdion of his youth, but calculated to make the public

regret that he did not more employ himfelf in works of imagi-
nation. 2.

" Le Tenement de 1'Abbe des Fontaines," I2mo,
1746, a pamphlet of no great merit. 3.

" Le Code Lyrique,
ou reglement pour 1'Opera de Paris," 1 2mo, 1743. 4.

" Col-

Jetion Hiflorique," or Memoirs towards the Hi (lory of the War
which terminated in 1748, I2mo, 1757. 5. A Continuation

of
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of the Abbe Prevot's "
Hiftory of Voyages." 6. A tranflation

of the Abbe Marfy's Latin Poem on Painting, which is exe-
cut"rl *ith fidelity and elegance. Among the editions which he

p'tY.i h.d, was one of Lucretius, 12010,1744, with notes, which
have been esteemed ; alfo Phaedrus and Anacreon.

QjJERNO (CAMILLO), an Italian poet, was born at Mo-
">P ;!:=. in the kingdom of Naples; and acquired in his early
:rs a great facility of making verfes. He went to Rome about

i -, with a poem of twenty thonfand lines, called Alexiada.

i young gentlemen of that city profefled great friendfhip to

him ;
f
hey treated him in the country, and at a feaft crowned

1; arcii poet ; fo that he was not known afterwards by any
c her name, Leo X. who, upon certain occallons, was not

avv.i"'- buffoonery, delighted in his company, and caufed him
to b>- f'-r-vd with meat from his own table

;
and Querno, being

an excellent paraute, humoured him very exactly. He was

obliged to make a cliflich extempore, upon whatever fubject was

given him ; even though he was at the time ill of the gout, with '

which be was extremely troubled. Once, wherr the fit was on

him, he made this verfe,
"

Archipoeta facit verfus pro millc

poetis," and, as he hefrtated in compofing the fecond, the pope

readily and wittily added,
" Et pro mille aliis Archipoeta bibit."

Querno, battening to repair his fault, cried,
"

Porrige, quod
facial mihi carmina do&a, Falernum," to which the pope in-

ftantly replied,
" Hoc vinum enervat, debilitatque pedes."

Thefe were fine days for Querno : but, after the taking of

Rome, he retired to Naples, where he filtered much during the

wars in 1528, and died there in the hofpital. He ufed to fay,
" He had found a thoufand wolves, after he had loft one lion."

QUESNAY ('FRANCIS), a celebrated French phyfician, was

born at Ecquevilli, a fmall village in France, in the year 1694.

He was the fun of a labourer, and worked in the fields till he

was fixteen years of age ; though he afterwards became firlt phyfi-

cian in ordinary to the king of France, a member of the Acar

demy of Sciences at Paris, and of the Royal Society of London.

He did not even learn to read till the period abovementioned,

when one of the books in which he firft delighted was the Maifoa

Ruftiquc. The furgeon of the village gave him a
(light

know-

ledge of Greek and Latin, with fome of the firlt principles
ol \

art after which he repaired
to the capital,

where he completed

his knowledge of it. Having obtained the requifite Qualifier

t' ms, he firlt praaifed his profcflion
at Mantes; but M. d

Pevronie, having difcovered his talents, and thinking them loll

in a fmall town, invited him to Paris, to be fecretary to an

academy of forgery,
which he was defirousto eftablilh. 1 o th

firlt colleaion of memoirs publiH.ed by this foc.ety Q-.efnav

prefixed a preface,
which i. confidered as one of<**
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performances of the kind. The gout at length difqualified him
for the practice of furgery, and he applied himfdf to medicine,
wherein he became no lefs eminent. Towards the latter end of

life his early ta(te for agricultural ftudies revived, and he became
a leading man in the feel: of oeconomifts, who afterwards made
fo bad a ufe of their influence, by circulating democratical

principles. Quefnay had many good qualities, among which
\\ere humanity and charity, with a itrong mind, and philofo-

plncal equality of temper, under the pains of the gout. He
lived to the age of eighty, and in his very laft years involved

himfelf fo deeply in mathematical Ihidies that he fancied he^had.
difcovered at once the two great problems of the trifedion of an,

angle, and the quadrature of the circle. He died in December

1774. Louis XV. was much attached to Quefnay, called him
" fon penfeur," his thinker

; and, in alhifion to that name, gave
him three panfies, or "

penfees," for his arms.

The works of Quefnay were thefe : i.
" Observation? on the?

EfFeh of Bleeding," i2mo, 1730. 2.
" A Phyfical Eiiay on

the Animal CEconomy," 3 vols. i2mo, 1747. A work of a

great moralift as well as phylician. 3.
" The Art of Healing

by Bleeding," iamo, 1736. This has been, in fome degree,
refuted by experience. 4.

" A Treatife on continued Fevers,"

2 vols. I2tno, 1753. 5.
" On Gangrene," I2mo, 1749.

6. " On Suppuration," i2mo, 1749. 7.
"

Phyfiocratie," or

on the government moll advantageous to the human race, 8vo,

1768. In this, his ftyle is aiiected and inflated, nor are his ideas

much more found. 8. Several fmall works on (Economical fub-

jccls, containing fome found views, and others altogether im-

practicable. 9. Some articles of the fame kind in the Encyclo-

pedic.
All thtfe works are written in French.

QUESNEL TASQU i ER), a celebrated prieft of thecongregat ion

t ailed' the Oratory, in France, wa.~ born at Paris in 1634, and was
unfortunate in bung the fubjecVof a great divifion between his

countrymen, and the caufe of many quarrels among them
; which,

favs Voltaire, thirty pages of his " Moral Reflections upon the

New Teitament/' properly qualified and foftencd, would have.

,prev;-u;-
d

r

c]. He was a nian of very uncommon parts and

learning. In 1675, he published the works of S.'. Leo, at Paris,

in 2 vols. 4to. with notes and diilertatioria ; which, containing
fome things in defence of the ancient opinions of the Galilean

church againft the novelties of the Roman, gave fuch offence at

Rome, that the year following the work was condemned iha-

by a decree of the inqnifition. Meeting with fome troubles alfo

in his own country, he retired in 1685 to Bruflels ; and joined
the Celebrated Antony Arnauld, who lived in a kind of exile

fc] Siecle dc Loujs XIV. torn, il,

there^



QJJ E S N E L. 441

there, and whom Quefnel accompanied to the time of his death,
which happened in 1694.. Ho had publilhed, in 1671,

" Moral
KefiecTJons upon the New Teftament ;" but theie were only

upon part of the New Tcftament : he now finiihed the whole,
and publifhed it in 1687. This book contaii.ed foine maxims
\vhich appeared favourable to Janfenifm ; but thefe were joined
\vith fuch a multitude of pious fentiments, and fo abounded ia

that foft, perfuaiion which wins the heart, that the work was

received with tmiverfal approbation. The beauties of it ap-

peared every where evident, and the exceptionable nalfages were

difficult to be found. Several bilhops beftowcd high encomiums
on it, when imperfet ;

which they repeated and confirmed in

the firongeft manner, when the author hud tinifhed it, \ ohaiir

knew for certain, as he tells us, that the Abbe Renaudot, oiic

of the moil learned men in France, being at Rome the fidt
j

of Clement XI's pontificate, went one day to wait upon this^

pope, who loved men of letters, and was himfelf a man ot

learning; and found him reading Qnefnel's book: "I 1

-

faid his holinefs,
"

is an excellent r,iTtorman:e ;
we have BO

one at Rome capable of writing in this manner ;
I wifh I i ould

have the author near me :" yet this very pope in 1708 publilhed

a decree againft it, and afterwards, in 1713, ifhVxl the famous

bull Unigenitus, in which an hundred and one proportions ex-

tracted from it were condemned. We mult not, however, look

upon this condemnation of Clement XL as a contradiction to

the encomium he had before given : it proceeded entirely from

reafons of (late. The prelate
in France, who fhcwcd the

ftrongeft and molt fincere approbation of this book, was cardinal

de Noailles, archbiihop of Paris. He declared himfelt the pa-

tron of it, when he was bifliop of Chalons; and it was dedicated

to him. Now the cardinal protected
fcveral of the Janfenifts,

though not of their pcrfuafion ;
and was not at all well difppfcd

towards the Jefuits. This, and the book's favc-uring fomeuhat

of Janfenifm, made it very obnoxious to the Jefuits; whofc

mighty power, being dreaded by Qucfncl, occaiioned him to go

to Brulfels. 'Fhcre he joined Arnauld, and alu-r his d

came the head of the Janfcr.iits:
but the Jefuits, beiOg very

powerful and prevalent,
foon dilturbcd him in his fol.t

they reprefented him as a feditio.is pcrfon : and tiu-v prevailed

with the king himfelf to petition
for the condemnation o

book at Kouie
;
which was in tacl procuring

A-mn
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lin. But a gentleman, who believed he mould greatly raife

liimfelf by means of the Janfenifts, if he could deliver their

chief, broke through their walls; by which means Quefnel,

having made his efcape, fled to Amfterdum, where he died in

1719, after having fettled fome Janfenilt churches in Holland :

the feel, however, was weak, and dwindled daily. He wrote a

great many books
;
but they are chiefly of the polemic kind.

QUEVEDO (FRANCISCO DE), an eminent Spanifh.author,
was born at Madrid in 1570 ;

and was a man of quality, as

appears from his being ftyled knight of the oider of St. James,
which is the next in dignity to that of the Golden Fleece. He was
one of the belt writers ot his age, and excelled equally in verfe

and profe [D]. He excelled too in all the different kinds of

poetry : his heroic pieces, fays Nicolas Antonio, have great
force and fublimity ; his lyrics great beauty and fweetnefs; and

his humorous pieces a certain eafy air, pleafantry, and inge-

nuity of turn, which is exceedingly delightful to a reader. His

profe works are of two forts, ferious and comical : the former

confift of pieces written upon moral and religious fubje&s ; the

latter are fatirical, full of wit, vivacity, and humour. He had

a fmgular force and fruitfulnefs of imagination, which enabled

him to render the mod dry and barren fubjects diverting, by

embellilhing them with all the ornaments of fi&ion. All his

printed works, for he wrote a great deal which was never

printed, are comprifed in 3 vols. 410, two of which confilt ot

poetry, a third of pieces in profe. The " Parnalfo Efpagnol,
or Spanifh ParnaiFus," under winch general title all his poetry
is included, was collected by the care of Jofcph Gonzales de

Salas, who, befides fhort notes interfpered throughout, prefixed
iliffertations to each diilin<5l Ipecies. It was firlt published at

Madrid, in 1650, 410, and has iincc frequently been printed in

Spain and the Low Countries
[ E]. The comical or humorous

part of his profe-works has been tranllated into Engliih.
" The

yifions" are a fatire upon corruption of manners in all forts and

degrees of people ; are full of wit and morality ;
and have found

f'.ich a reception, as to go through feveral editions. The re-

maindcr of his comical works, containing,
" The Night-Ad-

venturer, or the Day-Hater,"
" The Life of Paul the Spanifh

Sharper,"
" The Retentive Knight and his Epiitles,"

" The

Dog and Fever,"
" A Proclamation by Old Father Time,"

" A Treatile of all Things whatfoevcr,"
** Fortune in her

Wits, or the Hour of all Men," were traniiated from the Spanifh,
and published at London, in 1707, 8vo. Stevens, the tranfla-

tor, ieems to have thought that he could not fpeak too highly

[n] Script. Hifpan. v i. [E] Eaillct, Jugemens, toir.. T.

of



QUIEN.
of his author; he calls him the great Quevedo, his works a
real treafure

; the Spam (h Ovid, from whom wit naturallyflowed w.thout
ftiidy, and to whom it was as eafy to write in

e as m profe
"

The
feverity of his fatires procured him

many enemies, and brought him into great troubles. The count
llivares favourite and prime minifter to Philip J V. of Spain,

mpnfoned him for being too free with his adminiftration and
government ; nor did he obtain his iiVrty, till that miniik-r was
lifgraced. He died in 1645, according to Tome

; but, as others
lay, in 1647. Betides being fo confuinmate a wit and poet, he
ie is fa!d to have been extremely learned

; and it is affirmed byhis intimate .friend, who wrote the preface to his volume oi
poems, that he underftood the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian,and French languages.
QUIEN (MICHAEL LE), a French Dominican, and a very

learned man, was born at Boulogne in 1661. He was deeply
fkilled in the Greek, Arabic, and Hebrew languages ; and in
that fort of criticifm and learning, which is ncceirarv to render
a man an able expounder of the Holy Scriptures. Father Per-
ron, haying attempted to eftablith the chronology of the Septua-
gmt againft that of the Hebrew text, found a powerful adverfary
in le Quien; who publilhed a book in 1690, and afterwards ano-
ther, againft his "

Antiquite des Terns retablie," a very fine
and well-written work. Quien called his book "

Antiquite des
Terns detruite." He applied himfelf greatly to the Itudy of the
eaftern churches, and that of England ;

and in particular wrote

againtt Courayer upon the validity of the ordinations of the Englifh
bifhops: who, fays Voltaire, "pay no more regard to thefe

difputes, than the Turks do to dilfertations upon the Greek
church [F]." All this le Quien did out of great zeal to popery,
and to promote the glory of his church : but he did alfo a fervicc

for which both proteftantifm and learning were obliged to him,
and on which account chiefly he is inserted here, when he pub-
lilhed in 1712 an edition in Greek and Latin of the works of

Joannes Damafcenus, in 2 vols. folio. This did him great
honour: for the notes and diflertations, which accompany his

edition, fhew him to have been one of the moit learned men of

his age. His excefTive zeal for the credit of the Roman church

made him publifh another work in 4to, called,
"

Panoplia
contra fchifma Gnecortim ;" in which ho endeavours to n-fu:c

all thofe imputations of pride, ambition, avarice, and iiftirpation,

that have fo juftly been brought againft it. He projcck-d, and

had very far advanced, a very large work, which was to have

exhibited an hiftorical account of all the patriarchs and infc-rior

prelates, that have filled the fees in Africa and the Kafl ; and the

fr] Sicclc it Louis XIV. torn. n.
1 J

firft
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firft volume was printing at the Louvre, with this title,
" Oricns

Chriftianus & Africa," when the author died at Paris in 17 :. ].

QUILLET (CLAUDIUS), au ingenious Frem h writer, whofe
talent was Latin poetry, was born at Chinon, in Touraine,
about 1602. He Itudied phyfic, and practifed it for fome years
in the beginning of his life. When Mr. DC Laubardemont,
counfellor of iiatc, and a creature of cardinal Richelieu, was
fent to take cognifance of the famous pretended pofiellion of the

nuns of Loudun, with fecret initructions doubllefs to find real,

Quillet was in that town
; and believing it to be all a farce, with

a view of expofing it, challenged the devil of thofc nuns, and

utterly nonplused and confounded him. Laubardemont was
offended at it, and iffiicd out a warrant againft Quillet ; who,

perceiving the rnnmmery to he carried on by cardinal Richelieu,
in order to deftroy the unhappy Grandier, and, at the fame time,
as fome fuppofe, to frighten Louis XIII. thought it not fafe to-

continue at Loudun, or even in France, and therefore immedi-

ately retired ipto Italy. This muft have happened about 1634,
when Grandier was executed.

Arriving at Rorne, he paid his rcfpects frequently to the

inarfhal D'Etrees, the French ambailador ; and was foon alter

.received into his fervice, as fecretary of the embafiy. He feems

to have returned with the marfhal to France, after the death of

cardinal Richelieu. Whilp he was at Rome, he began his poem
called "

Callipx'clia;" the firft edition of which was printed at

Leyden, 1655, with this title,
" Calvidii Leti Callipa-dia, flu

<ie pnlchras prolis habcndae ratione." Calvidius Letns is aim oil

an anagram of his name. It is not known, what made him angry
with cardinal Mazarine; but it is certain, that he reflected very

fatirically upon his eminence in this poem. The cardinal fern

for him upon it
; and, after fome kind expofhilalions upon what

he had written, allured him of his efteem, and difmil]ed him
v>ith a promife of the next good abbey that mould fall ; which

he accordingly conferred upon him a few months after : and this

had fo good an effedr. upon Quillet, that he dedicated the fecond

edition of his book to the cardinal, after having expunged the

Callages which had given him offence. It is remarkable, that

Julius Cxfar behaved in the fame manner, when he was lam-

pooned by Catullus : he invited the poet to fupper, and treated

him with fuch a generous civility, that he made him his friencj

ever after. The fecond edition of "
Callipxdia" was printed

at Paris, 1656, with many additions, and Quillet's own name
to it : and the author fubjoined two other pieces of Latin poetry,
one " Ad Eudoxum," which is a fictitious name for fome cour-

tier ; another,
" In obi turn Petri GalTendi, infignis Philofophi

& Aftronomi." Thefe are all the productions of Quillet which

ever came from the prefs ; al'.hough he -wrote a long Latin poem
in
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iu twelve books, entitled "
Henriciados," in honour ofHcnry IV

of Franco, and tranflatecl all the fatircs of Juvcna! into French

*

As to the
'Ca!!ip:edia," it is cafy to conceive, tint it was

very greedily read
;
and though the fubjecl: is not always tr<

With the greateft folicHty, yet the verification is allowed to be
every where beautiful. Some writers, however, have loudly
objected to certain particularities in this poem, andcenfnred the
author very feverely for them. ."This abbot," fays ?>:
:f

intending to teach men how to get pretty children, lirr- en-
deavoured to reduce all the precepts of that new art into four
books, in Latin verfe, entitled Calliprtdia.' Though he does
not inform the public, how he gained his knowledge of fo many
rare particulars, it was neverthelefs, obferved, that, for an ab-
bot, he knew more on this article, than the molt expert,
among the

laity ;
and that he was capable of teaching even nature

herfelf. It is faid, that fome pafTages in it arc finely touched:
but it alfo contains aefcriptidns concerning procreatron, which
are abominable, and umvorthy of a man who has any fenfe of

tnodeity ; and he fecms every where to glory in having read Pe-
tronius." In anivver to this, M. de la Moiinoye has obfervcd,
in a note upon Baillet, that Quillet was no beneficed man, nor
had any connection with the lacred order, when he wrote the
"

Callipasdia." Bayle alfo has apologized for Quillet;
" whofe

verfification, he fays, is very fine, and the poet appears therein

to have ftudied Lucretius much more than Petronius. Thofe
were not mifhkcn, \vho told Baillet, that the author fpeaks

plainly concerning procreation 5
but it is falfc to aflcrt, that this

is unworthy a man who has any fenfe of modeily : .Abbot Quillet

faying nothing but what is found in grave writers on phyfic."
As to the merit of the poem, though it has ufually been much
admired, and on many accounts certainly with good rcafon, yet
the above De la Monnoye, a molt corny, tent and able juCge, has

fpoken of it in terms not at all favourabu-. If': thinks the great

reception it has met with, owing principal')-
to the fubjedt ;

which, he fays, is often treated in a v> ry frivol*-:. Spe-

cially in the fecund book, whi-re there are many lines con*

ing the diflvrent influences of the conitellations upon conception.
He will not allow the verfification to rciVmbK- t ithcr that of Lu-

cretius or Virgil, blames the diclion as incoirect, and difcovcrs

alfo errors in quantity.
This is the jud'jernent which th critic

and poet has pallid upon Quillet's poem [~cj.
A third edition of

the "
Callipxdia" was ncaiiy printed at London in 1708, 8voj to

which, befides the two little Latin poems above-mentioned, was

fubjoined
" i>.-;rvoLf Sammarthani Pjtdotrop!. !e puero-

rum educatiune, libri tres."

[c] Mon.ig'ana, torn. i!i.
j-. ;*4-
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Quillet died in 1661, aged 59 ; and left all his papers, to-

gether with five hundred crowns for the printing his Latin poem
in honour of Henry IV. to Menage : but this, on fome account

or other, was never executed.

QUIN (JAMES) [H]. This celebrated actor was born in

King-ftreet, Covent Garden, the 241)1 Feb. 1693 [i]. His an-

ceftors were of an ancient family in the kingdom of Ireland.

His father, James Quin, was bred at Trinity-college, Dublin,
whence he came to England, entered himfelf of Lincoln's-Inn,
and was called to the bar; but his father, Mark Quin, who had

been lord-mayor of Dublin in 1676, dying about that period, arid

leaving him a plentiful eltate, he quitted England in 1700, for

his native country; taking with him his fon, the object of our

prefent attention [K].
The marriage of Mr. Quin's father, was attended with cir-

cumftances which fo materially affected the fubfequent intereft

of his fon, as probably very much to influence his deftination in

life. His mother was a reputed widow, who had been married

to a perfon in the mercantile way, and who left her, to purfue
fome traffick or particular bufmefs in the Weft-Indies. He had

been abfent from her near feven years, without her having re-

ceived any letter from, or the leaft information about him. He
was even given out to be dead, which report was univerfally
credited ; me went into mourning for him

;
and fome time after

Mr. Quin's father, who is faid to have then poflTefTed an eftate

of loool. a year, paid his addrefles to her and married her.

The offspring of this marriage was Mr. Quin. His parents
continued for fome time in an undifturbed ftate of happinefs,
when the firfl hufband returned, claimed his wife, and had her.

Mr. Quin the elder retired with his fon, to whom he is faid to

have left his property [L]. Another, and more probable account

IS[M], that the eftate was fufFcred to defcend to the heir at law,

and the illegitimacy of Mr. Quin being proved, he was difpof-
feflTed of it, and left to provide for himfelf.

[H] Soon after the death of Mr. Quin, [i] Chet\vood's Hiftory of the Stage,
there appeared a pamphlet entitled,

" The p. 152 ;
and Hiftory of the Engliih Stage,

Life of Mr. James Quin, Cotwdi.in, with 1741, p. 152.
the Hiftory of the Stage from his com- [K] In the Life of Anthony a Wood,
piencing A&or to his Retreat to Bath," p. 139, we have an 'account of another

iimo, printed for Blad-jn, 1766. From James Quin, who was probably of the

that life, the former account in this work fame family.

was taken; but a life having been lince [L] Victor's Hiftory of the Stage, vol.

given in the European Magtzinc, for May, iii. p. 90. Mr. Vidtor fays, this account

&c. 1792, wherein that traft is cenfured was given by Mr. Quin to two gentlemen
as highly inaccurate, we have now adopted fome |imc before his death,

principally the account given in the Ma- [M] Hirtory of the Stage, 1741, and

gazinc ;
which appears to be founded on Chutwood.

better authorities.

Quin
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Quin received his education at Dublin, under the care of Dr.
Jones, until the death of his father in 1710, when the

progrels
of it was interrupted, we may prefume, by the litigations which
arofe about his eitate. It is generally admitted, that he was
deficient in literature; and it has been faid, that he laughed at
thofe who read books by way of enquiry after knowledge,
faying, he read men that the world was the belt book. This
account is believed to be founded in truth, and will prove the

great ftrength of his natural understanding, which enabVd him
to eftablifh fo confiderable a reputation as a man of fenfe ami

genius.

Deprived thus of the property he expected, and with no pro-
fefiion to fupport him, though he is faid to have been intended
for the law, Mr. Quin appears to have arrived at the age of

twenty-one years. He had, therefore, nothing to rely upon but
the exercife of his talents, and with thefe he foon fupplied the

deficiencies of fortune. The theatre at Dublin was then ftrug-

gling for an eftablilhment, and there he made his firlt effay.
The part he performed was Abel in " The Committee," in the

year 1714; and he reprefented a few other characters, as Cleon
in " Timon of Athens," Prince of Tanais in "

Tamerlane,"
and others, but all of equal infisjnificance. After performing
one feafon in Dublin, he was advifed by Chetwood not to Irno-

ther his riling genius in a kingdom where there was no great

encouragement for merit. This advice he adopted, and came
to London, where he was immediately received into the com-

pany at Drury-lane. It may be proper here to mention, that he

repaid the friendlhip of Chetwood, by a recommendation which

enabled that gentleman to follow him to the metropolis.

At that period it was ufyal for young alors to perform infe-

rior characters, and to rife in the theatre as they difplayed (kill

and improvement. In conformity to this pra&icf, the parts

which Quin had allotted to him were not calculated to pro-

cure much celebrity for him. He performed the Lieutenant of

the Tower in Rowe's "
Jane Grey," the Steward in Gay's

" What d' ye Call It," and Vulture in " The Country LalTcs;"

all afted in 1715. In December, 1716, he performed a part of

more confequence, that of Antenor in Mrs. Centlivre's " Cruel

Gift ;" but in the beginning of the next year we rind him de-

graded to fpeak about a dozen lines in the character of the

Second Player in " Three Hours after Marriage."

Accident, however, had juft before procured him an oppor-

tunity of difplaying his talents, which he did not ne-k-ct. An

order had been fent from the lord-chamberlain to revive the pla>

of " Tamerlane" for the 4th of Nov. 1716. It had accord-

ingly been got up with great magnificence. On the third night,

Mr Mills, who performed Bajazct, was fuddcnly taken ill,

3
and



QJU I N.

and application was made to Quin to read the part ;
a tafk

ivhich he executed ib much to the fatibfaclion of the audience,
that he received a considerable fhare of applaufe. The next

right he made him felt" perfect, and performed it with redoubled

proofs of approbation. On this occafion he \vas complimentc..

by feveral purfons of diftinciion and dramatic talte, upon his > .

and riling genius. It does not appear that he derived any other

advantage at that trine from his fuccefs. Impatient, therefore,
of hS fituation, and diffatisfied with his employers, he deter-

mined upon trying his fortune at Mr. Rich's theatre, at Lin-

coln's-In.n-fields, then under the management of Me if. Kcene
and Chriftopher Bullock; and accordingly in 1717 quitted

Drury-lane, alter remaining there two feafons. Chetwood in-

linuates, that envy infiiusnced fome of the managers of Drury-
lane to dcprefs fo riling an aclor. Be that as it may, he con-

tinued at the theatre he had cholen fcventecn years, and during
that period fupported without dilcredit, the fame characters

\vhich were then admirably performed at the rival theatre.

Soon after he quitted Drury-Ume, an unfortunate tranfaction

took place, which threatened to interrupt, if not entirely to

itop his theatrical purfuits. This was an unlucky rencounter

between him and Mr. Bowen, which ended fatally to the

latter. From the evidence given at the trial it appeared, that

tin the 1 7th of April, 1718, about four or five o'clock in the

afternoon, Mr. IJowen and Mr. Quin met accidentally at the

Fleece-tavern in Cornhill. They drank together in a fri

manner, and jelled with each other for fome time, until at length
the converfation turned upon their performances on the ftage.

.Bowen faid, that Quin had acted Tamerlane in a loofe fort of a

manner; and Quin, in reply, obfejved, that his opponent had

no occafion to value himfelf on his performance, fince Mr.

Johnfon, who had but feldom acted it, reprefented Jacomo, in
** The Libertine," as well as he who had acted it often. Thefe

obfervations, probably, irritated them both, and the converfation

changed, but to another fubject: not better calculated to produce

good-humour the honefty of each party. In the courfeof the

altercation, Bowen averted, that he was as honeft a man as any
in the world, which occasioned a (lory about his political tenets

to be introduced by Quin : and both parties being warm, a wager
\vas laid on the fubject, which was determined in la/nur ot

Qiiin, on his relating that Bowen fornetimcs drank the health of

the duke of Ormond, and fomctimes refufed it; at the fame time

aiking the referee how he could be as honell a man as any in

the world, who acted upon two different principles. The gen-
tleman who acted as umpire then told Mr. Bowen, that if he in-

1

upon his claim to be as honcil a man as any in the world,

he
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he muft give it againft him. Here the difpute feemed to have

ended, nothing in the reft of the converfation indicating any
remains of refentment in either party. Soon afterwards, how-

ever, Mr. Bowen arofe, threw down fome money for his rec-

koning, and left the company. In about a quarter of an hour

Mr. Quin was called out by a porter fent by Bowen, and both

Quin and Bowen went together, firft to the Swan tavern, and

then to the Pope's-Head tavern, where a rencounter took place,

and Bowen received a wound, of which he died on the

2oth of April following. In the courfe of the evidence it was

fworn, that Bowen, after he had received the wound, declared

that he had had juftice done him, that there had been nothing but

fair play, and that if he died, he freely forgave his antagonift.

On this evidence Quin was, -on the loth of July, found

guilty of manilaughter only, and foon after returned tu his em-

ployment on the ftage[MJ.
This unhappy incident was not calculated to imprefs a favour-

able opinion of Quin on the public mind. When it is con-

ficlered, however, in all its circumftances, it will not leave much

ftain upon his character. Whatever erred it had at the time, he

lived to erafe the impreiiion it had made by many ads of bene-

volence
;
and kindnefs to thofe with whom he was conneded.

The theatre in which Quin was eftabliflied, had not the

patronage of the public in any degree equal to its rival at Drury-

lane, nor had it the good fortune to acquire thofe advantages

which fafhion liberally confers on its favourites, until feveral years

after. The performances, however, though not equal to thofe

at Drury-lane, were far from deferving cenfure. In the feafon

of 1718-10, Mr. Quin performed
in Buckingham's "Scipio

Africanus," and in 1719-20, "Sir Walter Raleigh," in I

Sewell's play of that name; and in the year had, as it appears,

two benefits, "The Provok'd Wife," 31 ft of January,
before

any other performer, and again,
The Squire of Alfat.a, on

the I7th of April. The fucceeding feafon he performed in

Buckingham's Henry the Fourth of France," m " Ri :hard II.

as altered by Theobald, and in The Imperial

Mottley. The feafon of 1720-21
was very iavourabl

fit of drunkennrf.,

mlb"
fled fev ;ral companies by draw'.ug his fword

on perfor.s whom he did not line*-, camc

VOL. XII.
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reputation as an a&or. On the 2"ad of October,
" The Merry

Wives of Windfor" was revived, in which he firft played Fal-

ftafF, with great increafe of fame. This play, which was well

fupported by Ryan, in Ford ; Spiller, in Doctor Caius
; Boheme,

in Juftice Shallow; and Griffin, in Sir Hugh Evans; was acled

nineteen times during the feafon, a proof that it had made a very
favourable impreflion on the public. In the feafon of 1721-22,
he performed in Mitchell's, or rather Hill's " Fatal Extrava-

gance," Sturmy's
" Love and Duty," Philips's

" Hibernia
Freed," The feafon of 1 722-23 produced Fenton's " Mariamne,"
the inoft fuccefsful play that theatre had known, in which Mr.
Quin performed Sohemus. In the next year, 1723-24, he a&ed
in Jefferys'

"
Edwin," and in Philips's

" Bchlanus." The
feafon of 1725 produced no new play in which Mr, Quin had

any part ; but on the revival of " Every Man in his Humour,''
he reprefented Old Knowell

;
and it is not unworthy of ob-

fervation, that Kitely, afterwards fo admirably performed by
Mr. Garrick, was ailigned to Mr. Hippefley, the Shuter or

Edwin of his day. In 1726, he performed in Southern's
"

Money's the Miftrefs ;" and, in 1727, in Wtlfted's " Dif-

fembled Wanton," and Frowde's " Fall of Saguntum."
Fora year or more before this period, Lincoln's-Inn- field*:

theatre had, by the aflifkance of fome pantomimes, as the
" Necromancer," "

Harlequin Sorcerer,"
"

Apollo and

Daphne," &c. been more frequented than at any time fmce it

\vas opened. In the year 1728, was offered to the public a

piece which was fo eminently fuccefsful as fmce to hart- intro-

duced a new fpecies of drama, the comic opera, and therefore

deferves particular notice. This was " The Beggar's Opera,"
firft aded on the 29th of January, 1728. Quin, whofe know-

ledge of the public tafle cannot be queftioned, was fo doubtful

of its fuccefs before it was afted, that he refufed the part of

Macheath, which was therefore given to Walker. Tw years-

afterwards, I9th of March, 1730, Mr, Qain had the "
Beg-

gar's Opera" for his benefit, and performed the part of Alac-

Jit-ath himfelf, and received the fum of 2o6L 95. 6d. which
was feveral pounds more than any one night at the common

prices
had produced at that theatre. His benefit the pre-

ceding yea? brought him cmly 102!. i8s. od. and the fucceeding

only 129!. 33. od. The feafon of 1728 had been fo occupied

by
" The Beggar's Opera,." that no new piece was exhibited

iu which Quin performed. In that of 1728-29 he per-
formed in Barford's "

Virgin Queen," in Madden's " Themif-

tocles," and in Mrs. HeywoocTs
" Frederic duke of Brunf-

wick." In j-7 29-30 there WAS no new play in which he per-
formed. In 1730-31 he alTiftfd in Tracey's "-Periander," in

Frowde's "
Philotas," in Jefferys'

"
Merope," auid in Theo-

bald's
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bald's "Oreftes;" and in the next feafon, 1771-2, in Kellv's" Married Philofopher."
On the feventh of December, 1732, Covent-garden theatre

was opened, and the company belonging to Lincoln's- Inn-
fields removed thither [N]. In the courfe of this feafon Mr.
Qum was called upon to exercife his talents in finging, and
accordingly performed Lycomedes, in Gay's poflhumous operaot "

Achilles," eighteen nights. The next feafon concluded
his fervice at Covert-garden. At this juncture the deaths of
Witts, Booth, and Oldfield, and the fucceflion of Gibber,
had thrown the management of Drury-lane theatre into raw
and unexperienced hands. Mr. Highmore, a gentleman of
fortune, who had been tempted to intermeddle in it, had fuf-
tained fo great a lofs, as to oblige him to fell his intereft to the
bell bidder. By this event the Drury-lane theatre came into
the pofleflion of Charles Fleetwood, efq; who, it is faid, pur-
chafed it in concert with, and at the recommendation of, Mr.
Rich. But a difference arifing between thefe gentlemen, the
former determined to feduce from his antagoniit his beft per-
former, and the principal fupport of his theatre. Availing
himfelf of this quarrel, Mr. Quin left Covent-garden, and in

the beginning of the feafon 1734-5 removed to the rival theatre," on fuch terms," fays a writer who feems to be well-informed," as no hired actor had before received [o]."
During QmVs connection with Mr. Rich, he was em-

ployed, or at leaft confulted, in the conduit of the theatre by his

principal, as a kind of deputy-manager. While he was in this

lltuation, a circumftance took place which has been frequently
and variouily noticed [P], and which it may not be improper
to relate in the words of the writer lad quoted." When Mr. James Quin was a managing-actor under MX.

Rich, at Lincoln's-Inn-fields, he had a whole heap of plays

brought him, which he put in a drawer in his bureau. An
author had given him a play behind the fccncs, which I

fup^ofe
he might loYe or miilay, not troubling his head about it. '1 wo
or three days after Mr. Bayes waited on him, to know how he

liked his play : Quin told him fome excufe for its not being

received, and the author de fired to have it returned. <
There,'

fays Quin,
< there it lies on that table.' The author took up

a play that was lying on the table, but on opening, found it

was a comedy, and his was a tragedy, and told Qtiin of his

miltake. *
Faith, then, fir,' faid he,

* 1 have loft your

[wl The play was "The Way of the [o] Apology for the Life of Tbeo-

World." Pit and boxes at 5
s. each. So philui Cibbv, 8vo, 1740, p. 98, fa* W

little attradlion, however, hzJ ths new be written by Henry Fielding,

theatre, that the recc-ipt of the boufc [rj See Rodct-ck Raadwr., ol. u.

amounted but to 115!. os. od. P- *97

G g 2 play-"
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play.'
* Loft my play!' cries the bard. '

Yes, by God! I

have,' anfwered the tragedian ;

' but here is a drawer full of

both comedies and tragedies, take any two you will in the room
of it.' The poet left him in high dudgeon, and the hero

ftalked acrofs the room to his Spa water and Rhenifh, with a

negligent felicity f Qj."
From the time of Quin's eftablifhment at Drury-lane until

the appearance of Garrick in 1741, he was generally allowed

the foremoft rank in his profeffion. The elder Mills, who
fucceeded to Booth, was declining ;

and Milward, an aclor

of fome merit, had not rifen to the height of his excellence,

which, however, was not at the bell very great ;
and Bohemc

"was dead. His only competitor fecms to have been Delane,
whofe merits were foon loir, in indolent indulgence. In the

Life of Theophihis Gibber, juft quoted, the character of this

ator, compared with that of Quiii, is drawn in a very impar-
tial manner.

In the year 1735, Aaron Hill, in a periodical paper, called
" The Prompter," attacked fome of the principal actors of the

irage, and particularly Colley Gibber and Mr. Quin.
"
Gibber,"

fays Mr. Davies
|

R
|,

"
laughed, but Quin was angry ;

and

meeting Mr. Hill in the Court of Requefts, a fcufHe enfued

between them, which ended in the exchange of a few blows [sj."

Quin was hardly fettled at Drury-lane before he became
embroiled in a difpute relative to Monf. Poitier and Mad. Ro-

land, then two celebrated dancers, for whofe neglect of duty it

had fallen to his lot to apologize. On the 1 2th of December
the following advertifement appeared in the news-papers:

" Whereas on Saturday lait, the audience of the Theatre

Royal in Drury-lane was greatly incenfed at their difappointment
in M. Poitier and Mad. Roland's not dancing, as their names

were in the bills for the day; and Mr. Quin, feeing no way to

nppeafe the refentment then (hewn, but by relating the rea!

meiFages fent from the theatre to know the reafons why they did

_

[ oj T. Gibber's Apology, p. 72. folemn is an error, as certainly, though

[R] D-ivies's Life or" G;-.rrkk, Vol. 1. not as unpardonably, as never to be fo.

p. 138. To paufe where no paufcs are necefTary, i>

f s] The following feems to be the pa- the way to deftroy their cffcd where the

ragraph which gave offence to the actor : fenfe ftands in need of their affift.ince.

" And aj to you Mr. All-weJght, you And, though dignity is finely maintained

lofe the advantages of your deliberate ar- by the weight of majeftic compofurc, ye:

ticulation, diftinct ufe of paufing, folemn are there fcenes in your parts where the

fignificance, and that compofeJ air and voice fhould be ih;irp and irmv.'.iei.t, the

gravity of your motion
j

for though there look difordered and agonized, the action

anfes from all thefe good qualities an precipitate and turbulent; for trie fake

eftecm that will continue and increafe the of fuch difference AS we fee in ibme finooth

number of your friends, yet thofe among canal, where the ifre.im is fcarce vHible,

them who wilh beft to your intereft, will compared with the other end of the fame

be always unfy at obferving perfection canal, rufhing rapidly down a c^fcade, and

fo nearly within your reach, and your breaking neautu-s which owe their attrac-

fpirits not difpofed to ftretch out and take tion to tkcir violence."

poffeflion. To be akwy\ deliberate aad

not
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not come to perform, and the anfwers returned: nnd whereas
there were two advert! foments in the Daily Poll of Tuefday laft

infinuatmg that Mr. Quin had with malice accufed the faid
Poitjer and Mad. Roland: I therefore think it (in juftice to
Mr. Qmn) incumbent on me to allure the public, that Mr. Quinhas conduced himfelf in this point towards the above-mentioned,
with the Itrideft regard to truth and juftice; and as Mr. Quin
has afted in this affair in my behalf, I think myfclf obliged to
return him thanks for fo doing.

" CHARLES FLEETWOOD."
After this declaration, no further notice fee-i s to l.ave been

taken of the fracas. A fhort time afterwards the delinquent
dancers made their apology to the public, and were received into
favour.

In the feafon of 1735, Quin performed in Lillo's " Cluif-
tian Hero," and Fielding's

" Univerfal Gallant;" and in the

fucceeding one he firft performed Falllaff in the " Second Part
of Henry IV." for his own benefit. In 1737 he performed in
Miller's " Univerfal Paffion," and in 1737-8 in the fame au-
thor's " Art and Nature.'' It was in this feafon alfo that he

performed Comus, and had the firlt opportunity of promoting
the interelt of his friend Thomfon, in the tragedy of "

Aga-
memnon." The author of " The Aftor," Dr. Hill), 1755,
p. 235, fays of him in the part of Comus: " In this Mr. Qmn,
by the force of dignity alone, hid all his natural defects, and

lupported the part at fuch a height, that none have been received

in it fince. He then proceeds to particular criticifms, whicli

are rather bombaftical, and adds: " There was in all this

very little of geihirc : the look, the elevated polhire, arid the

brow of majelty, did all. This was moft juU; for as the hero

of tragedy exceeds the gentleman of comedy, and therefore in

his general deportment is to ufe fewer geftures ; the deity of the

mafque exceeds the hero in dignity, and therefore U to be yd
more fparing.

'

He fays afterwards, at p. 189.
" The language of Milton, the

molt fublime of any in our tongue, fci-med formed for the mouth

of this player, and he did juilice to the lent i merits, which in that

author are always equal to the language. Ir he was a hero m
Pyrrhus, he was, as it became him, in Comus, a dcini-god.

Air. Quin was old when he performed this part, and his na\

manner grave ;
he was therefore unlit in common things for a.

youthful god of revels; yet did he command our attention and

applaule in the part, in fpite of thefe and ah his othei difudvan-

tages. In the place of youth he had dignity, and for

he gave us grandeur. The author had connedcd th-.m iii the

character i and whatever young and fpirittd player lhall attempt

it after him, we (hall remember his manner, laulty as it v

Qg3
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in what he could not help ;
in what nature, not want of judg-

ment, mifreprefented it; fo as to fet the other in contempt."
Quin had the honour to enjoy the intimacy and efteem of Pope

and other eminent men of his time. The friendfhip between
Thomfon and him is yet within the recolle6lion of many per-
fons living.

" The commencement of it," fays Dr. John-
fon,

"
is very honourable to Quin, who is reported to have

delivered Thomfon (then known to him only for his genius)
from an arreit, by a very confiderable prefent; and its continu-
ance is honourable to both ; for fricndlhip is not always the fe-

qucl of obligation [T]."
The feafon of 1738-9 produced only one new play in which

Quin performed, and that was "
Muftapha" by Mr. Mallet ;

which, according to Mr. Davies[u], was faid to glance both
at the king and fir Robert Walpole, in the characters of Soly-
man the magnificent, and Ruflan his vizier. On the night of
its exhibition were ailembled all the chiefs in oppofitkm to the

court
; and many fpeeches were applied by the audience to the

fuppofed grievances of the times, and to perfons and characters.

The play was in general well acled; more particularly the parts
of Solyman and Muftapha by Quin and Milward. Mr. Pope
was prefent in the boxes, and at the end of the play went be-

hind the fcenes, a place which he had not vifited for foine years.
He exprefied himfelf well pleafed with his entertainment ;

and particularly adddrefled himfelf to Quin, who was greatly
flattered with the diftinclion paid him by fo great a man; and
when Pope's fervant brought his mailer's fcarlet cloke, Quin
infifted upon the honour of putting it on.

.It was in the year 1739, on the g\h of March, that Mr. Quin
was engaged in another difputc with one of his brethren; which

by one who had already been convicted of manflaughter (how-
ever contemptible the perfon who was the party in the difference

might be) could not be viewed with indifference. This perfon
was no other than the celebrated Mr. Theophilus Gibber, who
at that period, owing to fome difgraceful ciroumftances relative

to his conduct to his wife, was not held in the mott refpedl-
able light. Quitrs iarcafm on him is too grofs to be here

inferted. It may, however, be read in the "
Apology for Mr.

Cibber's Life," afcribed to Fielding. The circumitances of the

duel we fhall relate in the words of one of the periodical writers

of the times. " About fcven o'clock a duel was fought in the

Piazza, Covent Garden, between Mr. Quin and Mr. Gibber;
the former pulling the latter out of the Bedford coffee-houfe, to

anfv/er for forne words he had ufed in a letter to Mr. Fleetwood,

relating to his refufing to art a part in King Lear for Mr. Quin's
benefit oh Thurfday fc'nnight. Mr. Gibber was flightly wounded

T] Johnfoji's Life of Thomfon. [w] Life of Garrick, Vol. II. p. 341
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in the arm, and Mr. Quin wounded in his fingers: after each
had their wounds drelTed, they came into the Bedford coffee-houfe

and abufed one another; but the company prevented further

mifchief."

In the feafon of 17 39-40 there wasafted at Drury-lane theatre,
on the 1 2th of November, a tragedy, entitled " The Fatal

Retirement," by a Mr. Anthony Brown, which received its

condemnation on the firft night. In this play Quin had

been folicited to perform, which he refufed; and the ill-fuccefs

which attended the piece irritated the author and his friends fo

much, that they afcribed its failure to the abfence of Quin,
and, in confequence of it, repeatedly infulted him for feveral

nights afterwards when he appeared on the ftage. This illi-

beral'tieatment he at length refented, and determined to repel.

Coming forward, therefore, he addrefled the audience, and in-

formed them,
** that at the requeft of the author he had read his

piece before it was afled, and given him his fincere opinion
of it ;

that it was the very worlt play he had ever read in his

life, and for that reafon had refufed to aft in it." This fpirited

explanation was received with great applaufe, and for the future

entirely filenced the oppofition to him
j_\vj.

In this feafon he

performed in LiUo
v
s
" Elmerick."

The next feafon, that of 1740-11, concluded Quin's en-

gagement at Drury-lane. In that period no new play was pro-
duced ; but on the revival of " As You Lil^ It," and " The
Merchant of Venice," he performed, for the firft time, the parts

of Jaques and Antonio, having declined the part of the Jew,
which was offered to him, and accepted by Micklin. The

irregular conduct of the manager, Mr. Fleetwood, was at this

time fuch, that it can excite but little furprife that a ma: like

Quin mould find his fit nation fo uneafy as to b_- induced

to relinquifh it. In the fummer of 1741, Mr. Quin, Mrs.

dive, Mr. Ryan, and Mademoifelle Chateauneuf, then efteemcd

the beft female dancer in Europe, made an excurfion to 1 >ublin.

Quin had been there before, in the month of June, 1730,

accompanied by Mr. GifFard, and received at his benefit 120!.

at that time elfeemed a great fum [x].

On his fecond vifit
"
Quin opened with hi~ favourite part of

Cato [v], to as crouded an audience as the theatre could contain.

Mrs. Clive next appeared in Lappet in " The Mifcr." Sh<?

certainly was one of the beft that ever played it. And Mr. Ryan

came forward in Jago to Quin's Othello. With fuch ex-

cellent performers,
we may naturally fuppofe the plays wer

admirably fuitained. Perhaps it will fcarctly be credited, t!

{wl

Biographia Dramatka, Vol. II. p- I21 -

x] Hitchcock's Vkw of the IrUh Stage, p. io.

Gg 4 f
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fo finifhed a comic actrefs as Mrs. CHve could fo far miftake

her abilities, as to play Lady Townly to Quin's Lord Townly
and Mr. Ryan's Manly; Cordelia to Qiiin's Lear and Ryan's

Edgar, &c. However, {he made ample amends by her per-
formance of Nell, the Virgin Unmafqued, the Country Wife,
and Euphrofyne in " Comus,'

1

which was got up on pur-

pofe, and acled for the firft time in Ireland." Quin feems to

have attended the Dublin company to Cork and Limerick; and
the next feafon 1741-42, we find him performing in Dublin,
where he adted the part of Juftice Balance in " The Recruiting
Officer," at the opening of the ti.ea're in October, on a govern-
ment night [zj. He aiterwards performed Jaques, Apemanrus,
Richard, Cato, Sir John Brute, and FalftafF, ucfupported by

any performer of eminence. In December, however, Mrs.

Cibber arrived, and performed Indiana to his young Bevil; and

afterwards they were frequently in the fame play, as in Chatnont

and Monimia, in " The Orphan ;" Comus and the Lady, Duke
and Ifabella, in " Meafure for Meafure;" Fryar and Queen, in

" The Spaniih Friar;" Horatio and Califta,' in the " Fair Pe-

nitent," &c. &c. with uncommon applaufe, and generally to

crouded houfcs. The fhte of the Iriih ftage was then fo low,

that it was often found that the whole receipt of the houfe xvas

not more than fufficient to difcharge Quin's engagement; and fo

attentive was he to his own intereft, and fo rigid in demanding
its execution, that we are told by good authority he rclufed to

let the curtain be drawn up till the money was regularly brought
to him [A].
He lett Dublin in Feb. 1741-2, and on the 25th of March

affifted the widow and four children of Milward the a&or (Who
died the 6th of February preceding,) and performed Cato tor

their benefit. On his arrival in London he found the attention

of the theatrical public entirely occupied by the merits of Mr.

Garrick, who in October preceding had begun his theatrical

career, and was then performing with prodigious fuccefs at

Goodman's -fields. The fame of the new performer afforded

no pleafwe to Quin, who farcaftically obferved that
" Gar-

rick was a new religion, and that VVhitrield was followed for a

time; but they would all come to church again." This obfer-

vation being communicated to Mr. Garrick, he wrote the iol-

lowing epigram:

Pope <j>uin, who damns all churches but his own,

Complains that herefy corrupts the town:
That Whitfield Garrick has milled the age,
And taints the found religion of the ftage.

[r] Hitchcock's View of the Irifli Stage, p. 115.

[A] Sheridan's Humble Appeal to the Public, 8ro. 1578, p. 17.

Thou
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t

Schifm," he cries,
" has turn'd the nation's brain,

But eyes will open, and to church again!"
Thou great infallible, forbear to roar,

Thy bulls and errors are rever'd no more;
When doctrines meet with gen'ral approbation,
It is not herefy but reformation.

In the feafon of 1742-43, Q^'in returned to his former

mailer, Rich, at Covent Garden theutre, where he oppofed
Garrick at Drury-lane ; it muft be added, with very little

fuccefs. But though the applaufe the latter obtained from
the public was not agreeable to Quin, yet we find that a

fcheme was propofed and agreed to, though not carried into

execution, in the fummer of 1743, for them to perform to-

gether for their mutual benefit a few nights at Lincoln's-inn-

fielcls thf atre [B]. On the failure of this plan Quin went
to Dublin, where he had the mortification to find the fame of

Mr. Sheridan, then new to the ftag-j,
more adverfe to him than

even Garrick's had been in London. Inftead of making a

profitable bargain in Dublin, as he hoped, he found the ma-

nagers of the theatres there entirely indifpofed to admit him.

After flaying there a fhort time, he returned to London, without

effecting the purpofe of his journey [c], and in no good hu-

mour with the new performers.
In the feafon of 1743-44 Quin, we believe, paffed without

any engagement, but in that of 1744-5 he was at Covent Garden

again, and performed King John, in Gibber's "
Papal '1 y-

ranny." The next year feems to have been devoted to repofe;

whether from indolence, or inability to obtain the terms he re-

quired from the managers, is not very apparent. Both may
have united. It was fome of thefe periods

of relaxation that

gave occafion to his friend Thornl'm, who had been gradually

writing the " Cattle of Indolence" for fourteen or fifteen

years fo], to introduce him into the Manfion of Idlenefs,

In this ftanza:

Here whilom ligg'd th' ESOPUS of the age ;

But, call'd by Fame, in foul ypricked deep,

A noble pride rrftor'd him to the fl

And rous'd him like a gyant from his llecp.

Even from his (lumbers we advantage reap,

With double force th' enlivened fccne he wakes,

Yet quits not Nature's bounds. He knows to keep

Each due decorum: Now the heart he (hakes,

And now with wcll-urg'd lenfe th' eniighten'd judgment

takes.

!

B ] Macklin's Reply to Garrick's Anfwcr, 1743, r- '9-

c] Daviei's Life of Curricle, Vol. 1. p.
*'.

oj Lord Buclun's Life of Thomfon, p- '

JT
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He had the next feafon, 1746-7, occafion to exert himfelf,

being engaged at Covent Garden with Garrick. " It is

not, perhaps," fays Mr. Davies[E],
" more difficult to fettle

the covenants of a league between mighty monarchs, than
to adjuft the preliminaries of a treaty in which the high and

potent princes of a theatre are the parties. Mr. Garrick and
Mr. Quin had too much fenfe and temper to fquabble about

trifles. After one or two previous and friendly meetings, they
felected fuch characters as they intended to act, without being

obliged to join in the fame play. Some parts were to be acted

alternately, particularly Richard III. and Othello." The fame
writer adds :

" Mr. Quin foon found that his competition with

Mr. Garrick, whofe reputation was hourly increafing, whiHl
his own was on the decline, would foon become ineffectual.

His Richard the Third could fcarce draw together a decent ap-

pearance of company in the boxes, and he was with fome [F]

difficulty tolerated in the p^rt, when Garrick acted the fame

character to crouded houfes, and with very great applaufe."" The town often wifhed to fee thefe great actors fairly
matched in two characters of almoli equal importance. The
Fair Penitent prefented an opportunity to difplay their feveral

merits, though it muft be owned that the balance was as much
in favour of Quin, as the advocate of virtue is fuperior in argu-
ment to the defender of profligacy. The fhouts of applaufe
when Horatio and Lothario met on the ftage together (i4th
Nov. 1746}, in the fecond act, were fo loud, and fo often re-

peated, before the audience permitted them to fpeak, that the

combatants feemed to be dilconcertcd. It was obferved, that

Quin changed colour, and Garrick feemed to be embarraffed;
and it muft be owned, that thefe actors were never lefs matters

of themfelves than on the firft night of the conteft for pre-
eminence. Quin was too proud to own his feelings on the

occafion; but Mr. Garrick was heard to fay,
"

Faith, I be-

lieve Quin was as much frightened as myfelf." The play
was repeatedly acted, and with conftant applaufe, to very bril-

liant audiences
;
nor is it to be wondered at, for, befides the

novelty of feeing the two rival actors in the fame tragedy, the

Fair Penitent was admirably played by Mrs. Gibber."

It was in this feafon that Mr. Garrick produced
" Mifs in

her Teens," the fuccefs of which is faid by Mr. Davies [G] to

[r] Life of Garrick, Vol. I. p. 95. aflerts that Mr. Qujn did not perform in

[K] In the Gentleman's Magazine, any piece afted with this popular farce.

Oft. 1750. p. 439, is a regiller of plays On the contrary, he a&ed C.iled on the

aGed that nwnth, in which we find the third night, and Sir John Brute on the

following article " 26. Richard III. Quin ninth. At the benefits he afted oftener

(much hiflcd;) Queen, Cibber (firft
time before it than he omitted. It ran not a

of her afting it.V month or five weeks, as Mr. Davies fup-

[G] Life of Garrkk, Vol. I. 102. Mr. pofes, but only eighteea night;.

Davies is, however, miftaken when he

have
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fiave occafioned no fmall mortification to Mr. Qiiin. He
however, did not think it prudent to refufe Mr. Garrick's offer
of performing it at his benefit ; and accordingly the following
letter was prefixed to all Quin's advertiiements :

"
SIR,

" I am forry that my prefent bad ftate of health makes me
incapable of performing fo long and fo laborious a charader
as Jaffier this fcafon. If you think my playing in the farce
will be of the lead fervice to you, or any entertainment to the
audience, you may command

" Your humble fervant,
Mtrtk 25. D. GARRICK."

It was this feafon alfo in which " The Sufpicious Hufband"

appeared. The part of Mr. Strickland was offered to Mr. Quin,
but he refufed it; and in confequence it fell to the lot of Mr.

Bridgewater, who obtained great reputation by his performance
of it.

At the end of the feafon Quin retired to Bath, which he had

probably chofen already for his final retreat; being, as he faid,
*' a good convenient home to lounge away the dregs of life in."

The manager and. he were not on good terms, and each fecms
to have determined to remain in iullen filence till the other

fhould make a propofal. In November, however, Quin thought

proper to make a flight advance; and the negotiation is faid to

have parted in the following curious manner. Quin wrote to

Rich in the mod laconic ftyle:
"

I am at Bath. Your's, Quin."
The manager replied no lefs laconically,

"
Stay there and be

d d. Your's, Rich." He remained therefore during the winter

unemployed, and it has been afferted that Garrick was inftru-

mental in preventing his engagement. T.'.e fire in Cornhill,

March, 1748, gave him, however, an opportunity at once of

fhewing himfelf, and his readinefs to fuccour dillrefs. He a&ed

Othello at Covent Garden, for the benefit of the fufferers, having

quitted Bath on purpofe, and produced a large receipt. Soon

alter he had a benefit for himfelf. For the feafon of 1748-9

he was engaged again, and on the I3th of January 1749 the

tragedy of Coriolanus, by Thomfon, who died in the preceding

Auguft, was brought out at Covent Garden. Quin, whofe in-

timacy with him has been already mentioned, adted the prin-

cipal part, and fpokc the celebrated prole., uc, written by lord

Lyttelton. When he pronounced tru i< lines, which

are in themfelves pathetic,
all the endearmcn-

ihip rofe at once to his imagination, and he juftifiod them by

real tears.

He lov'd his friends (forgive this guihing tear,

Alas, I feel I am no actor here ;)



460 QJJ I N.

He lov'd his friends, with fuch a warmth of heart,
So clear of intereft, fo devoid of art,

Such generous freedom, fuch unfhaken zeal,

No words can fpeak it but our tears may tell.

A deep figh filled up the judicious break in the laft line, and
the audience felt the complete effect of the ftrongeft fympathy.
About the fame time Cato was performed at Leicefler houfe by
the family of Frederick prince of Wales, and Quin, whom
that prince ftrongly patronized, was employed to inftrut the

young performers. From his judgment in the Englifh language,
he was alfo engaged to teach his prefent majefty, and the other

royal children, a correct mode of pronunciation, and delivery;
on which account, when the theatrical veteran was afterwards

informed of the graceful manner in which the king pronounced
bis firft fpeech in parliament, he is faid to have exclaimed with

cagernefs,
"

I taught the boy!"
The next feafon opened with a very powerful company at

Covent Garden, and it is faid that Garrick endeavoured, but in

vain, to detach Quin from that houfe. His benefit was Othello,
in which, for that night, he afted lago, while Barry took

the part of Othello. This was on the i8th of March 1751,

only three days before the death of his patron the prince of

Wales; and the houfe, notwithstanding the novelty arifing from
the change of parts, was thin. On the loth of May he per-
formed Horatio in the Fair Penitent, and with that character

concluded his performances as a hired aftor. He now carried

into execution his plan of retiring to Bath, but vifited London
in the two fucceeding feafons, to perform Falftafffor the benefit

of his old friend Ryan. The laft time of his appearance on the

ftage was the I9th of March 1753, on which night the ftage,

pit, and boxes, were all at the advanced price ot 55. The
next year, finding himfelf difabled

by the lofs of his teeth, he

declined giving his former afliftance, faying in his characleriftic

manner,
"
By G I will not whittle FalfhfT for any body ;

but I hope the town will be kind to my friend Ryan, they
cannot ferve an honeftcr man." He exerted himfelf, however,
to difpofe of tickets for him, and continued his attention to the

end of Ryan's life. Mr. Davies fays, in his Life of Garrick,

that, to make up the lofs of his own annual performance, he

prefented his friend with no lefs a fum than 500!.

Qiiin had always obferved a prudent oeconumy, which enabled

him, while on the fLge, to aifert a character of independence,

and, when he quitted it, fecured to him u competent provifion.

There is no reafon to fuppofe that he repented withdrawing
from the public eye, though in 1760 Nufh was perfuaded, pro-

bably by fome wags-, to fancy that Qj.ii
a intended to (upplant

him
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htm in his office of mafter of the ceremonies. Towards the

latter end of his life, when all competition tor fame had ctafed,

he began to be on terms of friendly intercourfe with Garrick ;

after which he made occafional vitlts to Hampton. It was on
a vifit there that an eruption firft appeared on his hand, which

the phyficians feared would turn to a mortification. This was

prevented by large quantities of bark
;

but his fpirits were

greatly affecled by the apprehenfion, and when the firfl danger
was furmounted a fever came on, of which he died, at his houfe

at Bath, in his 73d year, Jan. 21, 1766. When he found his laft:

hour approaching he faid,
" I could wiih this laft tragic fcene

were over, but I hope to go through it with becoming dignm/'
It remains to fay a few words on the character of Quin. He

has been reprefented by fome pcrfons as flern, haughty, luxuri-

ous, and avaricious. Dr. Smollet, who probably knew him

well, fays of him, in his Humphrey Clinkrr,
" Hew far he

may relax in his hour of jollity
I cannot prete:id to fay; but

his general converfation is conduced by the niceft rules of pro-

priety, and Mr. James Quin is certainly one of the beft bred

men in the kingdom. He is not only a moft agreeable compa-

nion, but (as I am credibly informed) a very honeft man; highly

fufccptible of friendfhip; warm, fteady, and even generous in

his attachments; difdaining flattery, and incapable 9! meannefs

and diflimulation. Were I to judge, however, from Qtiin's

eye alone, I ihould take him to be proud, mfolent, and cruel.

There is fomething remarkably fevere and forbidding in his

afpeft, and I have been told he was ever difpofed
to infult his

inferiors and dependents. Perhaps that report has influenced

my opinion of his looks. You know we are the fools of pre-

iudice
"

It appears that the unfavourable parts of his character

have been generally exaggerated,
and that he had many excel-

lent qualities. His wit was ftrong, but frequently cparfe, though

it is probable that many of the grofs things which have been

repeated as his, have been invented to fuit his fuppofed manner.

Perhaps the following character, which is faid to have

written by one of the laft of his friends, approaches
more nearly

^Mrfey
fman of ftrong, pointed fenle, with ftrong

paffions and a bad temper; yet in good-humour
he was an c

ce lent companion, and better bred than many who valued thcm-

felves upon good-manners.
It is true, when he drank f
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him refpeft from fome, but expofed him to ridicule from others^

who had difcernment to fee through his pomp and affectation.

He was fenfual, and loved good eating, but not fo much as was

generally reported with fome exaggeration ;
and he was luxurious

in his defcriptions of thofe turtle and venifon feafts to which lie

was invited. He was in his dealings a very honeft fair man,

yet he underftood his intereft, knew how to deal with the

managers, and never made a bad bargain with them
; in truth,

it was not an eafy matter to over-reach a man of his capacity
and penetration,

united with a knowledge of mankind. He
was not fo much an ill-natured as an ill-humoured man, and he

was capable of fi iendfhip. His airs of importance and his gait
was abfurd ;

fo that he might be faid to walk in blank verfe

as well as talk ; but his good fcnfe corrected him, and he did

not continue long in the fits. I have heard him reprefented as

a cringing fawning fellow to lords and great men, but I could

never difcover that mean difpofition in him. I obferved he was
decent and refpeitful in high company, and had a very proper
behaviour, without ar ^mice or diffidence, which made him
more circumfpect, and conic quently lefs entertaining. He was
not a deep fcholar, but he feemed well acquainted with the

works of Dryden, Milton, and Pope; and he made a better

figure in company, with his (lock of reading, than any of the

literary perfons I have feen him with.
" It has been the fafhion of late to run down his theatrical

character ;
but he fcands unrivalled in his comic parts of FalftafT,

The Spanilh Fryar, Volpone, Sir John Brute, &c. and furely

he had merit in Cato, Pierre, Zanga, Coriolanus, and thofe

Item manly charadters which are now loft to our ftage. He
excelled where grief was too big for utterance, and he had

Strong feelings, though Churchill has pronounced that he had

none. He had defects, and fome bad habits, which he con-

tracled early, and which were incurable in him as an actor."

QJJINAULT (PHILIP), a celebrated French poet, was born

of a good family at Paris in 1635. He cultivated poetry from

hi? infancy, and was but eighteen, when his comedy, called

*' Les Sccurs rivales," was brought upon the ftage. This was

fncceedcd by fifteen dramatic pieces, which were played between

the years 1054 and 1666. At the marriage of Louis XIV. a

kind of allegorical tragedy wns to be compofed ;
and Quinault,

being a young man of an agreeable appearance, was appointed
to do it. The fubject was "

Lyfis and Hefperia:" Spain being
meant by Hefperia, and France by Lyfis. Quinault had juft

gained great reputation by his " Falie Tiberius;" which, though
a bad performance, met with prodigiiis fuccels. "

Lyfis" had

not the fame fortune: it was played at the Louvre in 1660, but

had nothing beautiful, except the machinery. In the mean

time,
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time, Quinault was not entirely devoted to poetry : he applied
himfelf to the ftudy of the law, and made his fortune by it;

for, marrying the widow of a rich merchant, to Avhom fie had
been very ufeful in his profeflion, he was by her means advanced
to the place of auditor of accounts.

He afterwards turned himfelf to the compofing of operas,
which were fet to mufic by the famous Lully ; and Lully was
charmed with a poet, whofe verfes were not fo full of force,
but that they eafily yielded to the capricious airs of mufic. The
fatirifts of his time lafhed him on this account: they rcprefented
his poetry as without nerves

;
and faid of his verfes, as fome

cenfors did of Horace's, that a thoufand fuch might be made in

a day. Boileau is frequently feverc on this author, not for the

feeblenefs of his poetry, but for its foftnefs, its effeminacy, its

tendency to enervate the mind and corrupt the morals:

"
la morale lubrique"

Que Lully rechauffa des fons de la mufique."

Boileau had once occafion to fpeak of Quinault, more
explicitly,

and it may not be amifs to tranfcribe the paflage; which is to be

found in his " Critical Reflections upon fome paffages in Lon-

ginus," and runs thus :
"

I do not mean here to caft the leaft

iltir upon the memory of Mr. Quinault, who, notwithftanding
all our poetic fracas, died in friendfhip with me. He had, I

own, a great deal of gcnios, and a very fingtilar talent in

writing verfes fit for mufic. But then thefe verfes had no great

force in them, nothing elevated: and it was their very feeblenefs^

which made them fitter for the mufician, to whom they owe

their principal glory. In fhort, his Operas are the only part of

his works that are enquired after, and principally for the fake

of the mufic that accompanies them : his other dramatic pieces

have long fince ceafed to be afted, fo long that fcarcely any one

remembers them. As to Mr. Quinault himfelf, he was a very

honeft man
;
and withal fo modelt, that I am perfuaded, if he

were alive, he would not he lefs offended with thn extravagant

praifes given him by Mr. Ferrault, than with the ftrokcs in my
fatires." Quinault has found another advocate in Voltaire, who

commends him " for his lyric poetry, and for the mildnefs with

which he oppofed the unjuft fatires of Boilcau. Qmnault,"

fays he,
" in a manner of writing altogether new, and the

more difficult for its feeming eafincfs, deferves likevvjfe a pta

among thefe illuftrious contemporaries. It is well known with-

how little juftice Boileau endeavoured to depreciate this poet :

nor ought we to diflemble, that Boileau, though admirable m
other refpeds, had never learned to facriflce to the (

was in vain, that he fought ail his life to humble a man, whole

acquaintance with them was his diftinguiflicd
excellence.

T^

he

4
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trued elogium of a poet is, when his verfes are thought wor-

thy the regard of pofterity. This has happened to whole
fcenes of Quinault: an advantage, which no Italian opera ever

yet attained [H]. The French mufic has continued in a ftate

of fimplicity, which is not to the tafte of any nation : but the

artlefs and inimitable ftrokes of nature, which frequently ap-

pear with fo many charms in Quinault, ftill pleafe, in all parts
of Europe, thofe who underftand our language, and are pofr
fefled of a refined tafte. Did antiquity furniih fuch a poem
as ' Armida,' with what veneration would it be received! But

Quinault is a modern [t]."
This poet died in 1688, after having enjoyed a handfome

penfion from Louis XIV. many years. We are told, that he

was an extreme peirtent in his laft illnefs, for all his compo-
iitions which teudul to infpire love and pleafure. We mould
not forget to obferve, that he was chofen a. member of the

French academy in 1670, and of the academy of infcriptions in

1674. His lite is prefixed to the edition of his works in

1715.
QUINTILIANUS (MARCUS FABIUS), an illuftrious rhe-

torician and critic of antiquity, and a moft excellent author,
was born in the beginning of the reign of Claudius Cafar,
about the year of Chrift 42 J~K]. Anfonius calls him Hifpa-
num and Calagurrtanum ; whence it has ufually been fuppofed,
that he was a native of Calagurris, or Cabhorra, in Spain.
It may be fo: it i^ however certain, that he was fent to Rome,
even in his childhood, where he fpent his youth, and com-

pleted his education; having applied himfelf moft particularly
to the cultivation of the art "f oratory. In the year 61,
Galba was fent by the emperor Nero into Spain, as governor
of one of the provinces there: and Quintilian, being then

nineteen years old, is fuppofed to have attended him, and to

have taught rhetoric in the city of Calagurris, all the while

Galba continued in Spain. Hence it is, according to fome,
that he was called Calagurritanus, and not from his being
born in that city. Thefe are perfuaded, in fhort, that he was

actually born in Rome, all his kindred and connections be-

longing to that city, and his whole life from his infancy beirg

fpent there, excrpt the fcvea yesrs of Galba's government in

Spain : and the memorable line of Martial, addrefF.ng him
thus :

" Glori? Romanic, Quintiliane, togre," greatly favours

fuch a fuppofiti .:: Martial, who was himfelf a Spaniard,

being fond of claiming his celebrated countrymen in his " Epi-

[H] This is a irrange afTertion. The 29, and rfnder the word QVINAVLT.
operas of Mctaftnfio mull furdy have been [K] Docl*-

eili Amwies Q^intiliani,

f.imous b .Tore thi.^ written. Loud. 1698, 8vo.

[t] Siecle de Louis XIV. torn. ii. ch.

3 grams."
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grams." In the year 68, upon the death of Nero, Galba re-
turned to Rome, and took Quintilian with him: who there
taught rhetoric at theexpence of the government, being allowed
a falary out of the public treafury. He taught it with the

higheft reputation, and formed many excellent orators, who
did him great honour ; among whom was.the younger Pliny, who
continued in his fchool, to the year 78. He taught rhetoric for

twenty years ;
and then, obtaining leave of Domitian to retire,

he applied himfelf to compofe his admirable book, called " In-
ftitutiones Oratorio?." This is the moft complete work of its

kind^,
which antiquity has left us

; and the defign of it is to
form a perlec} orator, who is accordingly conducted therein,
and furnUhed with proper inftru&ions, from his birth even to
his death. It abounds with excellent precepts of all kinds,

relating to manners as well as criticifm ; and cannot be read

by perfons of any age, but with the greateft profit and ad-

vantage. "It would have been very prejudicial to the
literary

world," fays Mr. Bayle [L],
" had Quintilian's works been

loft, he being an excellent author : and it were to be wifhed,
that all perfons, who mean to be authors, would, before they
take up the pen for that purpofe, read him very attentively.
I am extremely forry, that I did not know the importance of

this advice, till it was too late." The firft entire copy of the
" Inftitutiones Oratorias," for the Quintilian then in Italy was

terribly mutilated and imperfect, was difcovered by Poggius at

the bottom of an old tower in the monaftery of St. Gall, at the

time of holding the council of Conftance. The moft ufeful

edition of this work is that of Capperonerius, at Paris, 1725,
in folio, whatever the verbal critics may fay of Burman's,

1720, in 2 vols. 410. Capperonerius has prefented us with a

lilt of more than ninety editions of it.

In the mean time, Quintilian not only laid down rules for

juft fpeaking, but exhibited alfo his eloquence at the bar. He

pleaded, as he himfelf tells us, for queen Berenice in her pre-

fence[M]; and grew into fuch high repute, that his pleadings

were written down in order to be (old to the bookfellcrs. This

praclice, however, which by the help of mort-hand prevailed

in Rome, as it has fince done in other countries, fometimes

did great injury to authors, by occafioning their works to ap-

pear under their names in a very imperfed ftate. Quintilian

fuffered on this account, as the following paifage in him plainly

fhews: " The only quxre in the caufe ot Nxvius Apomanus

was, whether he threw his wife headlong, or whether ih

luntarily caft -hcrfclf down [N]. This is the only pleading,

ft] Dirt. QOINTILMK. [M] Inft. Orac. lib. iv. in Pizf,

[N] Inft. Orat. lib. iv. inPrarf. lib. vn. c. 2.

VOL. XII. " h fa
-
vs
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fays he,
" I have yet publifhed, to which I will own I was

induced by a youthful thirft after glory. For as to the reft

which go under my name, as they were corrupted by the

negligence of the writer, whofe only view was gain, they
contain but very little of what I can call my own." This
declaration of Quintilian, when he was growing old, and

had retired from bufmefs, may teach us what judgement to

form of the "
Declamationes," which ftill go under his name,

and have frequently been printed with the " Inftitutiones Ora-
toriae." Burman tells us in his preface, that he fubjoined them
to his edition, not becaufe they were worthy of any man's
time and pains, but that nothing might feem wanting to the

curious. He will not allow them to be Quintilian's, but fub-

fcribes to .the judgement of thofe critics, who fuppofe them to

be thfe productions of different rhetoricians in different ages ;

fmce^though none of .them can be thought excellent, fome are

Tather more .elegant than others.

The anonymous dialogue
" De Oratoribus, five de caufis

corrupts eloquentiz," has fometimes been printed with Quin-
tilian's works ; yet the critics do not fuppofe it to be his.

Many afcribe it to Tacitus, and it is commonly printed with
the works of that hiftorian [o] ; and a polite fcholar, now
living, feems inclined to give it to the younger Pliny;

" be-

caufe," fays he,
"

it exactly coincides with his age, is ad-

drefled to one of his particular friends and correfpondents, and
is marked with fome fimilar expreilions and fentiments. But
as arguments of this kind are always more impofing than folid,"

he wifely leaves it as " a piece,-concerning the author of which

nothing fatisfa&ory can be collected," only
" that it is evi-

dently a competition of that period, in which he flourilhed."

It was afcribed to Quintilian, becaufe he actually wrote a book

upon the fame fubje6t, and with the fame title, as he himfelf

declares [P]: yet the critics are convinced by fufficient argu-
ments, that the dialogue, or rather fragment of a dialogue,
now extant, is not that of which Quintilian fpeaks.

Quintilian fpent the latter part of his life with great dignity
and honour. Some imagine, that he was conful : but the

words of Aufonius [oj], on which they ground their fuppo-
lition, fhew, that he did not polTdTs the confulfhip, but only
the confular ornaments ;

" honeftamerita nominis potius quam
infignia poteftatis:" and we may add, that no mention is made
of his name in the " Fafti Confulares." It is certain, that he
>vas preceptor to the grandfons of the emperor Domitian's
filter. Though Quintilian's outward condition and circum-

fo]Fitzofborn*s Letters, LXXIV. [] Jnft. Orat lib. ri. in proem.

i.0 Aufon. in Cratiar. Aftivne.

fiances
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{lances were profperous and flourifliing, yet he laboured under

many domeftic affli&ions, which tired out his patience, and
forced him to complain of the cruelty of his fate. In his

fwty-firft year, he married a wife who was but twelve years
old, and loft her when me was nineteen. He beftows the

higheft applaufes on her, and was inconfolable for her lofs.

She left him two fons, one of whom died at five years old ;

and the other at ten, who was the eldeft, and polTeifed extra-

ordinary talents. He bewails thefe lofles moft pathetically:
he even feared he mould be charged with being hard-hearted,
if he mould employ his tongue henceforward in any thing but

in inveighing againft heaven. Whoever will turn to the proe-
mium of the fixth book of his " Inftitutiones Oratoria?," may
fee, how indecently the'wifeft of the heathens upon fome oc-

cafions indulged their impatience and murmuring.
Quintilian foon got the better of all this grief. Inftead of

burning his " Inftitutiones Oratoriae," which were not then

above half written, he continued and perfected them. He took

a fecond wife in a year or two after, and by her he had a daugh-

ter, whom he lived to fee married ; who alfo, at the time of

her marriage, received a handfome dowry from the younger

Pliny, who had been his fcholar[R]; in con federation, as we
are told, that me was married to a perfon of fuperior rank,

which required her to be better fitted out, upon her firft

going to him, than her father's circumftances would admit.

Quintilian lived to be fourfcore years of age, or upwards, as

is pretty certainly determined ; although the time of his death

is not recorded. He appears from his works, and from what

we are able to colled of him, to have been a man of great

Jnnocence and integrity
of life. His " Oratorial Inflations

contain a great number of excellent moral inftru&ions; and it

is a main principle inculcated in them, that " none but a good

man can make a good orator,"

One blemifh, however, there lies upon Qumtilian s charac-

ter, which cannot be patted over; and that is, his exccffive

flattery of Domitian, whom he calls a God, and fays, Mat he

ought to be invoked in the firft place[s]. He calls him. alfo

moft holv cenfor of manners, and fays, that there ,s in him a

certain fupereminent fplendor
of virtues This fort of pa-

negyric mSft needs be highly oftnfivc to all who have read the

hiftory of that dctcftable emperor : nor can any excufe be made

for Quintilian, but the necellity he was under, for the fake of

felf ^efervation, of offering this incenfe to a prince, moft greedy

of fla tery ;
and who migh* probably expert it the more frorn

ne on whom he had conferred particular
favours, a. h

H h a
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talnly had on Quintilian. Martial, Statius, and Julius Fron-
tinus, have flattered this emperor in the fame manner.

QUINTIN MATSYS. See MESSIS (QUINTIN.)
QUINTINIE (JOHN de la), a famous French gardener,

was born at Poictiers in 1626. After a courfe of philofophy,
he applied himfelf to the law, and went to Paris in order to be
admitted an advocate* He had a great deal of natural eloquence,
which was alfo improved by learning; and acquitted himfelf
fo well at the bar, as to gain the admiration and eftecm of the

chief magiitrates. Tamboneau, prefident of the chamber or

accounts, being informed of his merit, engaged him to under-

take the preceptorfhip of his only fon, which Quintinie exe-

cuted entirely to his fatisfadtion ; applying his leifure hours in

the mean time to the ftudy of agriculture, towards which he

had by nature a ftrong inclination. He ftudied Columella,

Varro, Virgil, and all authors ancient or modern, who had
written about it; and gained new lights by a journey, which
he made with his pupil into Italy. All the gardens in Rome
and about it were open to him ; and he never failed to make
the moft ufeful obfervations, conftantly joining practice with

theory. On his return to Paris, Tamboneau entirely gave up
to him his garden, to manage as he pleafed; and Quintinie

applied himfelf to fo intenfe a fludy of the operations of nature

in this way, that he foon became famous all over France,

The prince of Conde, who is faid to have joined the pacific
love of agriculture to a reftlefs fpirit for war, took great plea-
fure in converfing with Quintinie. He came to England about

1673 ; and, during his flay here, paid a vifit to Mr. Evelyn,
who prevailed on him to communicate fome dire6lions con-

cerning melons, for the cultivation of which Quintinie was

remarkably famous. They were tranfmittcd to Mr. Evelyn
from Paris; and afterwards, in 1693, publifhed by him in

Englifh. Charles II. made Quintinie an offer of a confider-

able penfion, if he would ftay and take upon him the direction

of his gardens: but Quintinie chofe to ferve his own king,
Louis XIV. who erected for him -a new office of director

general of all his majc-fty's fruit and kitchen gardens. The

royal gardens, while Quintinie lived, were the admiration of

the curious ;
and when he died, the king himfelf was much

affected, and could not forbear faying to his widow, that " he

had as great a lofs as (he had, and never expected to have it

repaired." Quintinie died very old, but we know not in what

\"Mr. He greatly improved the art of gardening and tranf-

pl iting trees: and his book, entitled,
" Directions for the

Management of Fruit and Kitchen Gardens," contains pre-

cepts which have been followed by all Europe.

QUIRINI



QJJ I R I N I. 469

QUIRINI (AKGELO MARIA), a Venetian cardinal, cele-
brated as an hiftorian, a philologer, and an antiquary, was
born in 1684,0^ according to fome authors, in 1680. He en-
tered very early into an abbey of Benedictines at Florence,
and there ftudied with fo much ardour, as to lav in a vaft ftore
of literature of every kind, under Salvini, Bellini, and other
eminent inftructors. The famous Magliabecchi introduced to
him all foreigners illuftrious for their talents, and it was thus
that he became acquainted with fir Ifaac Newton and M"iit-
faucon. Not contented with this confined intercoufc wit'-> the

learned, he began to travel in 1710, and went through Ger-

many to Holland, where he converfcd with Bafnage, Le Cltro,
Kufter, Gronovius, and Perizonius. He then cro'Ted into

England, where he was honourably received by Bentley, New-
ton, the two Burnets, Cave, Pot:er, and others. Faffing after-

wards into France, he formed an intimate friendfhip with
the amiable and illuftrious Fenelon ; and became known to all

the principal literati of that country. The exact account of
the travels of Quirini, would contain, in fact, the literary

hiftory of Europe at that period. Being raifed to the dignity
of cardinal, he waited on Benedict: XIII. to thank him for that

diftindlion. " It is not for you," faid that p^pe,
" to thank

me for railing you to this elevation, it is rather my part t< > > hank

you, for having by your merit reduced me to the nece(f
:

ty of

making you a cardinal." Quirini fpread in every part the *ame

of his learning, and of his liberality. He was admitted into

almoft all the learned focieties of Europe, and in various parts

built churches, and contributed largely to other public works.

To the library of the Vatican he prefented his own collection

of books, which was fo extenfive as to require the addition <>f

a large room to contain it. What is moft extraordinary is,

that though a Dominican and a cardinal, he was of a moft

tolerant difpofuion, and was every where beloved by the Pro-

teftants. He died in the beginning of January, 1755.

His works are numerous; among them we may notice,

I. " Primordia Corcyra?, ex antujiiiflimis mbnumentil illuf-

trata;" a book full of erudition and difcernment. The but

edition is that of BrelTr, in 410, 1738. 2. A work on the lives

of certain bifliops of BrefTe, eminent for fanctity. 3.
"

cimen variz Literature, qua; in urbc Brixia, ejufque dittone,

patilo poft incunabula Typographic florcbat, &c." 4t, 1739.

4. An account of his travels, full of curious and mtereltmg

anecdotes. 5. A coition of his letters. 6. A (ketch ot his

own life, to the year 1740, Brcifc, 8.0, 1749.- With many

fmaller productions.

VOL. XII. I i RABELAIS
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RABELAIS
(FRANCIS), a celebrated French wit, was the

Ion of an apothecary; and born about 1483, at Chinou
in the province of Touratne. He was bred up in a convent
of Francifcan friars in Poictou, the convent of Fontenai-le-

Comte, and received into their order. His ftrotag inclination

and tafte for literature and the fciences made him tranfcend the

bounds which retrained the learned in his* times; fo that he

not only became a great linguift, but an adept in all branches

of knowledge. His uncommon capacity and merit foon excited

the jealoufy of his brethren. Hence he was envied by fome ;

others through ignorance, thought him a conjurer ; and
all hated and abufed him, particularly becaufe he fludicd

Greek; the novelty of that language making them efteem it

not only barbarous, but antichriitian. This we collect from a

Greek epiftle of Buda:us to Rabelais, in which he praifes him

highly for his great knowledge in that tongue, and exclaims

againfl the flupidity and malice of the friars.

Having endured their pcrfecutions for a long time, he ob-

tained permiilion of pope Clement VII, to leave the fociety
of St. Francis, and to enter into that of St. Benedict

; buf, his

mercurial temper prevailing, he did not find any more fatif-

faclion among the Benedictines, than he had found among th$

Francifcans, fo that after a (hort time he left them alfo.

Changing the regular habit for that which is worn by fecufar

priefts, he rambled up and down for a while
;
ana then fixed

at Montpellier, where he took the degrees in phylic, and prac-
tifed with great reputation. He was infinitely admired for his

great wit and great learning, and became a man of fuch weight
and eftimation, that the univerfity of that place deputed him
to Paris upon a very important errand. His reputation and

character were fpread through the kingdom ;
fo that, when he

arrived at Paris, the chancellor du Prat, moved by the ektra-

ordinary accompli (laments of the man, eaiily granted all that

lie folicited. He returned to Montpellier; and the lervice he

did the univerfity upon this occafion, is given as a reafon why
all the candidates for degrees in phyfic there, are, upon their

admiffion to them, formally invdled with a robe, which Ra-
belais left ; this ceremony having been inftituted in honour of

kin}.

In
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*n V53 2 > 1* publifhed at Lyons fome
pieces of Hippocrates

and Galen, with a dedication to the
bifliop of Mailezais in

which he tells him, that he had read ledures upon the ap'ho-nfms ot
Hippocrates,

and the ars mcdica of Galen, before
numerous audiences in the

univerfity of Montpellier. This
was the laft year of his continuance in that place ; for the year
after he went to Lyons, where he became phyfician to the hof-

pital, and joined lectures with practice for fome years fol-

lowing. John du Bellay, bifhop of Paris, going to Rome
in 1534, upon the bufmefs of Henry VIII's divorce from
Catherine of Spain, and patting through Lyons, carried
Rabelais with him, in quality of his phyfician ; who re-
turned home, however, in about fix months. He had quitted
his religious connections for the fake of leading a life more
fui table to his tafte and humour: but he afterward* renewed
them, and in a fecond journey to Rome, obtained in 1536, by
his interefl with fome cardinals, a brief from pope Paul III.
to qualify him for holding ecclefiaftical benefices. John du

Bellay, made a cardinal in 1533, had procured the
abbey of

St. Maur near Paris to be fecularized; and into this was Ra-
belais, now a Benedictine monk, received as a fecular canon.
Here he is fuppofed to have begun his famous romance, en-

titled,
" The lives, heroic deeds, and fayings of Gargantua and

Pantagruel." He continued in this retreat till 1545, when the

cardinal du Bellay, his friend and patron, nominated him to

the cure of Meudon, which he is faid to have filled with great
zeal and application to the end of his life. His profound

knowledge and (kill in phyfic made him doubly ufeful to the

people under his care; and he was ready upon all occafions to

relieve them under bodily indifpofitions, as well as to confult

and provide for the fafety of their fouls. He died in 1553.
As he was a great wit, many witticifmsand facetious fayings aro

laid to his charge, of which he knew nothing; and many ridi-

culous circumfhmces are related of his life and death, which it

is but juitice to him to omit as fabulous.

He publiihed feveral productions; but his Chef d'Oeuvre is

11 The Hirtory of Gargantua and Pantagruel ;" a rough fatirc, in

the form of a romance, upon monks, priefts, popes, and fools and

knaves ofall kinds; where wit and learning are fcattered about with

great profufion,
but in a manner wild and irregular, and with

a ftrong mixture of obfcenity, coarfe and puerile jefts, profane

allufions, and low raillery.
Hence it has come to pals, that,

while fome have regarded it as a prime effort of the human wit,

and, like Homer's poems, as an inexhaultiblc luiirce <>i learn-

ing, fcience, and knowledge, others have affirmed

nothing but an unintelligible rhapfody, a heap of foollQl con-

ceits, without meaning, without coherence j
a collection ot

I i 2 grofs
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grofs imp'eties and obfcenities. Both parties have reafon for

what they fay ; that is, the truth lies between them both.

Rabelais certainly intended to fatirize the manners of his age,
as appears plainly enough from the general turn and nature of

his work; but, from a certain \vildnefs and irregularity of

manner, what he alludes to or means in fomc particular paf-

fages does not appear fo plain. They mull be greatly preju-
diced againft him, who will not allow him to have wit, learn-

ing, and knowledge of various kinds; and fo muft they who
cannot fee that he is oftentimes low, coarfe, profane, and
obfcene.

The monks, who are the chief object of his fatire, gave
fome oppofition to it when it firft began to be ptiblifhed, for it

was published by parts in 1535 ;
but this oppofition was foon

overruled by the powerful patronage of Rabelais among the

great. The bed edition of his works is that with cuts, and the

notes of Le Duchat and Da Monnoyc, 1741, in 3 vols. 4to.

Mr. Motteux publifhed an Englifh translation of it at London,

1708, in 2 vols. 8vo; with a preface and notes, in which he

endeavours to fhew, that Rabelais has painted the hiftory of his

own time, under an ingenious fiction and borrowed names.

Ozell publilhed afterwards a new tranflation, with Duchat's

notes, 5 vols. i2mo.
RABUTIN. See BUSSY.
RACAN (HONOR AT DE BUEIL, Marquis of), a French

poet, was bora at Roche-Racan in Touraine in 1589. At

fixtecn, he was made one of the pages to Henry IV. and, as-

he began to amufe himfelf with writing verfes, he got ac-

quainted with Malherbe, from whom he learned all the (kill

he had in French poetry. Malherbe reproached him with

being too negligent and incorrect in his verification ;
and Boi-

leau has palled the fame cenfure on him, yet affirms him to

have had more genius than his mailer ; and to have been as

capable of writing in the Epic way, as he was in the Lyric,
in which he particularly excelled. Menage has alfo fpoken
highly of Racan, in his additions arid alterations to his " Re-

marques fur les Poefies dc Malherbe." What is moft extraor-

dinary in this poet is, that he acquired perfection in his art by
the mere force of genius ; for, as fome relate, he had never

ftudied at all, but even fliewn an incapacity for attaining the

Latin tongue. Upon quitting the office of page, he entered

into the army; but this, more to oblige his father, the marquis
of Racan, than out of any inclination of his own : and there-

tore, after two or three campaigns, he returned to Paris, where
he married, and devoted himfelf to books and poetry. His
works confiftof facred odes, paftorals, letters, and memoirs of

the life of Malherbe, prefixed to many editions of the works
of that poet. He was chofen one of the members of the

French
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French academy, at the time of its foundation : and died in

1670, aged eighty-one. He had fo low a voice, that he could

fcarcely be heard.

RACINE (JOHN), an illuftrious French poet, was
vbornai

la Ferte-Milon in 1639, and educated at Port -
Royal ; where

he gave the greatett proofs of uncommon abilities and genius.
During three years continuance there, he made a moft rapid
progrefs in the Greek and Latin languages, and in all polite lite-

Tature. His genius lying towards poetry, made him particu-

larly fond of Sophocles and Euripides; infomuch that he is faid

to have learned thefe two great authors by heart. He acciden-

tally met with'the Greek romance of Heliodorus,
" of the Loves

of Theagenes and Charidea," and was reading it very greedily;
when his director furprifing him, took the book and threw it

into the fire. Racine found means to get another copy, which
alfo underwent the fame fate ; and after that a third, which,

having a prodigious memory, he got by heart : and then, car-

rying it to his director, faid,
" You may now burn this, as

you have burned the two former."

Leaving Port-Royal, he went to Paris, and (ludied logic
fome time in the college of Harcourt. The French poetry had

taken his fancy, and he had already compofed fome little pieces
in it

;
but it was in 1660, when all the poeis were making their

efforts upon the marriage of the king, that he firit difcovercd

himfelf to the public. His " La Nymphe de la Seine," written

upon that occafion, was highly approved by Chapelain ; and

fo powerfully recommended by him to Colbert, that the mi-

nifter fent Racine a hundred piftoles
from the king, and fettled

a penfion on him, as a man of letters, of 600 livres, which

was paid him to the day of his death. The narrownefs of his

circumftances had put him upon a defign of retiring to Ufez,

where an uncle, who was canon regular and vicar-general of

Ufez, offered to refign to him a priory of his order which he

then pofleffed,
if he would become a regular; and he (till wore

the ecclefiaftical habit, when he wrote The tragedy of " Thea-

genes," which he prefented to Moliere ; and that of the "

Ennemis," in 1664, the fubjeft of which was given him by

Moliere.

Jn the mean time, the fuccefs of his ode upon the 1

marriage fpurrcd him to attempt higher things, which carried him

at length entirely to the theatre. In 1666, he published Ins tra-

gedy of " Alexandra ;" concerning which Mr. de Valmcour

relates a fad, which he had from Racine himfelf. Heading

this play to Corneille, he received the higheft encomiums from

that gnat writer ;
but at the fame time was adv.fed by him to

apply himfdf to anv other kinds of poetry,
as more propei

his genius, than dramatic.
"

Corneille," add* de Valmcour,

I i
WJMi
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il was incapable of low jealoufy : if he fpoke fo to Mr. Racine,
it is certain that he thought fo. But \ve know that he preferred
Lucan to Virgil; whence we muft conclude, that the art of

writing excellent verfe, and the art ofjudging excellently of poets
and poetry, do not always meet in the fame perfon."

Racine's dramatic character embroiled him at this time with
the gentlemen of Port-Royal. Mr. Nicole, in his " Vifion-

aires, & Imaginaires," had thrown out occasionally fome poig-
nant ftrokes agair.ft the writers of romance and poets of the

theatre, whom he called the public poifoners, not of bodies,
but of fouls: " des empoifonneurs publics, non des corps,
mais des ames." Racine, taking himfelf to be included in this

cenfure, was fomewhat provoked, and addrefleda very animated
letter to Nicole; in which he did not fo much concern himfelf

with the fubject of their difference, as endeavour to turn into

ridicule the folrtaires and religious of the Port-Royal. M. du
JBois and Barbier Daucour having each of them replied to this

letter, Racine oppofed them in a fecond as fprightly as the firiL

Thefe letters, publifhed in 1666, are to be found in the edition

of Racine s works 1728, and alfo in the lair, editions of

the works of Boileau. In 1668, he ptibliihed
" Les Plai-

deurs," a comedy; and "
Andromache," a tragedy; which,

though it had great fuccefs, was a good deal criticifed. The
character of Pyrrhus was thought overftrained and too violent ;

and the celebrated actor Montfleuri had certainly reafon to think

that of Oreftes fo, fmce the efforts he made in representing it

cctr him his life. He continued to exhibit from time to time

feveral great and noble tragedies:
"

Britannicus," in 1670 ;

<
Berenice," in 1671 ;

"
Bajazet," in 1672:

"
Mithridates," in

1673;
"

Iphigenia," in 1675;
"

Phsedra," in 1677. During
this time, he met with all that oppofition, which envy and

cabal are ever ready to fet up againft a fuperior genius ; and on

Pradon, a poet whofe name is not worth remembering, was
then employed by perfons of the firft difti notion to have a
" Phaedra" ready for the theatre, againfl the time that Racine's

fliould appear.
After the publication of "

Phaedra," he took a refolution to

quit the theatre for ever: although he was ftill in full vigour,

being not move than thirty-eight; and the only perfon who was

capable of confoling Paris for the old age of Comeille. But he

Jiad imbibed in his infancy a deep fenfe of religion: and this,

though it hr,d been fmothered for a while by his connections

with" the theatre, and particularly with the famous actrefs

Champrr.elc, whom he greatly loved, and by whom he had a

fon, now at length broke out, and bore down all before it. In

the firft place, he refolved, not only to write no more plays,

but to dp a rjgorous penance for thefe he had written ;
and

actually
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actually formed a deflgn of becoming a Carthufian friar. Had
rot Voltaire good reafon to fay, that " he was by far a greater
poet, than philofopher?" [AJ His religious direftor, however,
not fo mad, but a good deal wifer than he, advifed him to think
more moderately, and to take meafures more fuitable to his
dial-after. He put him upon marrying, and

fettling in the
world, with which propofal this humble andtradable penitent
complied ;

and immediately took to wife the daughter of a
treafurer of France for Amiens, by whom he had fevtn child-
ren. His next concern was to reconcile himfelf, as he did verr
fmcerely, with the gentlemen of Port-Royal, whofe cenfures on
dramatic writers he acknowledged to be molt juft. He made
peace at firtt with Nicole, who received him with open arms j
and Boileau introduced him to Arnaud, who alfo embraced him
tenderly, and forgave all his fatire.

He had been admitted a member of the French academy in

1673, in the room of la Mothe le Vayer, deceafed
; but fpoiled

the fpeech he made
upon that occafion, by pronouncing it with

too much timidity, in 1677, he was nominated with Boileau,
with whom he was ever in flri<t friendship, to write the hiftory
of Louis XIV

;
and the public expected great things from two

writers of fuch diilinftion, but they weredilappointed,
" Boileau

and Racine," fays de Valincour,
" after having for fomc time

laboured at this work, perceived that it was entirely oppofite
to their genius; and they judged alfo, with reafon, that the

hiftory of fuch a prince neither could nor ought to be written

in lefs than an hundred years after his death, unlefs it were to

be made up of extra^s from Gazettes, and fuch like mate-

rials."

Though Racine had made it a point of religion, never to

meddie anv more with poetry, yet he was again drawn, in fpitc

of all the refiltance he could make, to labour for the theatre.

Madam de Maintenon intreatcd him to compofe fome tragedy

fit to be played by her young ladies at the convent ol St. Cyr,
and to take the

'

fubjeft from the Bible. Racine compofcd

Efther;' which, being firli reprtfented at St. Cyr, was af-

terwards acled at Verfailles, bctore the king, in 1689.
" It

appears to me very remarkable," lays Voltaire,
" that this

tragedy had then uaiverfal fuccefs; and that two years after,

*
Athaliah,' though performed by the fame pcrfons, had none.

It happened quite contrary, when thefc pieces were played at

Pjri.s long after the death of the author ;
and when prejudice

arid partiality
had ceafed. 'Athaliah,' reprefentcd in 11

was received as it deferved to be, with tranfport; and '

Kfthcr,'

[A! Sicclc do Louis XIV. torn. ii.

1 i 4 i:l



47$ RACINE.
in 1721, infpircd nothing but coldnefs, and never appeared
again. But at that time there were no courtiers who com-

plaifantly acknowledged
' Efther' in Madam de Maintenon,

and with equal malignity faw * Vafhti' in Madam de Monte f-

pan ;

* Haman' in M. de Louvois ; and, above all, the perfe-
/*-.!_ TT l_*t_" "" fL " A 1 f ,*

pleafed to fay, improbable, and then adds ;

"
But, notwith-

tfanding the badneis of the fubjecl, thirty verfes of * Efther'

are of more value than many tragedies which have had great
fuccefs."

Offended at the ill-reception of *
Athaliah,' he was more

difgufted than ever with poetry, and now renounced it to-

tally. He fpent the latter years of his life in compofing a.

hiftory of the houfe of Port Royal, the place of his education
;

which is well drawn tip, in an elegant ftyle, and was pubr
liflied in 1767 : in 2 vols. I2mo. Too great fenfibility, fay his

friends, but more properly an impotence of
fpirit, fhortcned th

days of this poet. Though he had converfed much with the court,

he had not learned the wifdom, which is ufually learned there,

of difguifir\g his real fentiments. Having drawn up a well-

reafoned and well-written memorial upon the miferies of the

people,
and the means of relieving them, he one day lent it to

Madam de Maintenon to read; when the king coming in, and

demanding what and whofe it was, commended the zeal of

Racine, but difapproved of his meddling with things that did

not voncern him : and faid, with an angry tone,
" Becaufe he

knows how to make good verfes, does he think he knows every

thing? And would he be a minifter of Rate, becaufe he is a

great poet?" Thefe words hurt Racine greatly: he conceived

dreadful ideas of the king's difpleafure ; and, indulging .his

chagrin and fears, brought on a fever, which furpafled the power
of medicine : for he died of it, after being grievoufly afflicted

\vith pains, in 1699. The king, who wss fenfible of his great

merit, and always loved him, lent often to him in his illnefs ;

and finding, after his death, that he had left more glory than

riches, fettled a handfome penfion upon his family. He was
interred at Port-Royal, according to his will

; and, upon the def-

trudionofthatmonafteryini7o8, his remains were carried toSt.

Stephen du Mont at Paris. He was middle-fized, and of an

agreeable and open countenance ;
was a great jefter, but was

retrained by piety in the latter years of his life from indulging
this talent

j and, when warmed in converfation, had fo lively
and perfuafive an eloquence, that he himfelf often lamented

his not having been an advocate in parliament. His works ae

fupremely excellent, and will be immortal in the judgement of

all



RADCLIFFE. 477

all. The parallel between him and Corneille has been often
made: it may be feen in Baillet's "

Jugcmcns de Savans."
We fhall content ourfelves with faying, after Perranlt, that
[< ifCorneille furpafled Racine in heroic fentiments and the grand
character of his perfonages, he was inferior to him in moving
the paflions and in purity of language."

There are fome pieces of Racine of a fmaller kind, which
have not been mentioned : as,

"
Idylle fur la Paix, 1685 ;"" Difcourfe prononce a la reception de T. Corneille & Bcr-

geret, a 1'Academic Francoife, en 1685;
"

Cantiques Spiri-
Juelles, 1689;"

"
Epigrammes Diverfes." The works of Ra-

cine were primed at Amflerdam, 1722, in 2 vols. I2mo; and
the year after at London, very pompoufly, in 2 vols. 4to.
RADCLIFFE (ALEXANDER) an officer of the army, de-

voted to Parnaiius, and of (trong propenfity to mirth and plea-
fure. His poetical performances abound in low humour. The
principal ot them were publifhed in 8vo. 1682, under the title

of " The Ramble, an Anti-heroick Poem, together with fome
Terrestrial Hymns and Carnal Ejaculations, by Alexander Rad-

jclifFe, of Gray's-Inn, efq." infcribed to James Lord Annefley.
He had publifhe.d, in 1680, "Ovid Traveftie, a Burlefquc

upon Ovid s Epiilles;" with a fatirical introduction occafioned

by the " Preface to a late Book, called, The Witsparaphrafed."
Mr. Tonfon printed a third edition of this Traveltie in 1696.
The Dedication " To Robert Fairbeard, of Gray's-Inn, efq."
is no bad fpecimen of the authnr's humour. "

Having com-

mitted thefe Epiftles to the prefs, I was horribly put to it for

a patron. I thought of fome great Lord, or fome angelic

JLady ; but then as;ain confidcred I mould never be able to

adorn my Dedication with benign beams, corrufcant rays, and

the Devfl and all of influence. At laft I heard my good friend

Mr. Fairbeard was come to town nay then all's well enough.
To you, therefore, I offer this Englifh Ovid, to whom you

may not be unaptly compared in feveral parcels of your life

and converfation, 'only with this exception, that you have

nothing of his Triftibus. It is you who burlefque all the fop-

pery and conceited gravity of the age. I remember you once

told a grave and affected Advocate,
' that he burl

'

: xl's

image, for God had made him after his own Ukenefs, but he

made himfelf look like an afs.' Up.m the whole nutter, I am

very well fatisfied in my choice of you for a judge ; if you i
;

well of the book, it is all I dcfire, and the
bpokfeller

i!

reafon to rejoice : though by your approbation you may draw

upon yourfelf a grand inconvenience ; for perhaps yru may

too often have fongs, fonnets, madrigals, and an innumerable

army of ftanzas, obtruded upon you by, Sir,

Your humble fervaat, ALEX. RADCLIFFR.

Amrg
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Among his other poems, is one under the title of " News

from Hell ;" another,
" On the Monument at London," a

facetious one,
" On the Memory of Mr. John Sprat, late

Steward of Gray's-Inn ;" another " On the Death of Edward
Story, efq. Ma'iter of the Pond, and Principal of Bernard's-
Inn ;" and,

" The Sword's Farewell upon the Approach of
Michaelmas-term."
RADCLIFFE (Dr. JOHN), an Englifh phyfician of un-

common eminence, was born at Wakefield in Yorkfhire, where
his father poflefled a moderate eftate, in 1650. He was taught
Greek and Latin at a fchool in the fame town ; and, at fifteen

years of age, fent to Univerfity college in Oxford. In 1669,
he took his firft degree in arts ; but no fellowfhip becoming
vacant there, he removed to Lincoln college, where he was
defied into one. He applied himfelf to phyiic, and ran through
the neceflary courfes of botany, chemiftry, and anatomy; in all

which, having excellent parts, he quickly made a very great

progrefs. He took the degree of M. A. in 1672, and then en-

rolled himfelf upon the phyfic line. It is remarkable, that he

recommended himfelf more by ready wit and vivacity, than by
any extraordinary acquifitions in learning: and in the profecu-
tion of phyiic, he rarely looked further than to the pieces of

Dr. Willis, who was then pra6lifmg in London with a very

diftinguifhed character. He had few books of any kind; fo

few, that when Dr. Bathurft, head of Trinity college, afked

him once in a furprife,
" where his ftudy was?" Radcliite,

pointing to a few phials, a Ikeleton, and an herbal, replied,"
Sir, this is Radcliffe's Library." In 1675, he proceeded

M.B. and immediately began to praclife. He never paid any

regard to the rules univerfally followed, but cenfured them as

often as he faw occafion, with great freedom and acrimony ;

and this drew all the old practitioners upon him, with whom
he waged an everlafling war. Neverthelefs, his reputation in-

creafed with his experience ; and before he had been two years
eftablifhed, his bufinds was very extenfive, and among thofe

of the highcft rank. About this time, Dr. Marihall, re&or of

Lincoln college, did him an unkind office, by oppofing his ap-

plication
for a faculty-place in the college ;

to ferve as a difpen-
fation from taking holy orders, which the ftatutes required him
to do, if he kept ms> fellowfhip. This was owing to fome wit-

ticifms, which RadclifFe, according to his manner, had launched

at the doctor: fuch a iiep, however, being inconfiftent with his

prefcnt fituation and views, he chofe to refign his fellowfhip,
whkh he did in 1677. He would have kept his chambers, and

icfidtd there as a commoner ;
but Dr. Marfhall not bein<^ at

all difpofcd to be civil to hitrs, he quitted the college, and took

lodj,ii g> dfewhere. In 1682, he went out M. D. but con-

tinued
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tinued two years longer at Oxford, growing equally in wealth
and tame.

In 1684, he went to London, and fettled in Bow-ftreet
Covent-Garden.x Dr. Lower was there the reigning phylician ;

but his intereft then beginning to decline on account of his

whig-principles, as they were called, Radcliffe had almoft an
open field ; and, in lefs than a year, got into prime bufmefs.
His converfation contributed as much to make his way, a? his

reputed fkill in his profeffion ; tor, having much pleafant y
and readinefs of wit, he was a mod diverting companion. In

1686, the princefs Anne of Denmark, made .vim her p
K
,yfician.

In 1687, wealth flowing in upon him very plentiiully, he had
a mind to teftify his gratitude to Univerfiry-college, where he
had received the beft part of his education ; and, with this in-

tent, caufed the Ealt window over the altar to be put up at his

own expence. It is rfteemed a beautiful piece, reprefenting
the nativity of our Saviour painted upon glafs ;

and appears to

be his gift by the following infcnption under it :
" D. D. JOAV.

RADCLIFFE, M.D. hujus Collegii quondam Socius, A. D.
MDCLXXXVII." He is called "

Socius," not that he was

really a fellow; but, being fenior fcholar, had the fame privi-

leges, though not an equal revenue, with the fellows. In

1688, when prince George of Denmark joined the prince of

Orange, and the princefs, his confort, retired to Nottingham,
the doctor was preflfed, by bifhop Compton, to attend her in

quality of his office, (he being alfo big with child of the duke

of Glouccfter ; but, not chufing to declare himfelf in that criti-

cal ftate of public affairs, nor favouring the meafures then in

agitation, he excufed himfelf, on account of the multiplicity of

his patients.
After the Revolution, he was often fent for to king William,

and the great perfons about his court ;
which muft have been

owing to his vaft reputation and credit, for it does not appear

that he ever inclined to be a courtier. In 1692, he ventured

5000!. in an interloper, which was bound for the Eaft- Indies,

with the profped of a large return
;
but loft it, the fhip being

taken by the French. When the news was brought him, he

faid, that
" he had nothing to do, but go up fo many pair of

flairs to make himfelf whole gain." In 1693, he entered upon

a treaty of marriage with the only daughter <.i a wealthy citizen,

and was near bringing the affair to a confummation ;
when it

was difcovered, that the young lady had already
conliimmated

with her father's book-keeper. 1 his difappomtmcnt in his

firft amour would not fuffcr him ever after to thi

in that licht : he even grew to a degree of ink-nfibil-ty. If n<*

averlion for them; and often declared, that he wiihcd

ad of parliament, whereby nurfcs only mould be
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prefcribe
to them." In 1694, Queen Mary caught the fmall-

pox, and died. " The phyfician's part," fays biihop Burnet,
" was univerfally condemned ; and her death was imputed to

the negligence or unfkilrulnefs of Dr. Radcliffe. He was called

for; and it appeared, but too evidently, that his opinion was

chiefly confidered, and mod depended on. Other phyficians
\vere afterwards called, but not till it was too late."

Soon after he loft the favour of the princefs Anne, by neg-

lecting to obey her call, from his too great attachment to the

bottle ; and another phyfician was elected into his place. About
this time, happened his remarkable vifit to madam d'LMlcy at

Kenfmgton ; when this lady was pleafcd to be very free, in

putting fomc queries to him concerning the pleafures of Venus.
The doctor gave her full fcope by a reply, which produced a

well-known witty epigram, too licentious to be here tranlcribed.

In 1699, king William returning from Holland, and being
much out of order, fent for Radcliffe : and, mewing him his

fwoln ancles, while the reft of his body was emaciated and

flceleton-like, faid, "What think you of thefe?" "Why
truly," replied the phyfician,

"
I would not have your majefty's

two legs for your three kingdoms:" which freedom fo loft the

king's favour, that no interceflions could ever recover it.

When queen Anne came to the throne, the carl of Godolphin
ufed all his endeavours to reinftate him in his former port of

chief phyfician ; but me would not be prevailed upon, alledg-

ing, that Radcliffe would fend her word again,
" that her ail-

ments were nothing but the vapours." Nevcrthelefs, he was
confulted in all cafes of emergency and critical conjuncture ;

and, though not admitted in quality of the queen's domeftic

phyfician, received large fums of fecret fervice-money for his

prefcriptions behind the curtain.

In 1703, Radcliffe was himfelf taken ill (on Wedncfday
March 24) with fomething like a pleurify ; neglected it

;
drank

a bottle of wrine at Sir Juftinian Imam's on Thurfday, took to

his bed on Friday ;
and on the 3oth was fo ill that it was

thought he could not live till the next day. Dr. Stanhope, dean
of Canterbury ; and Mr. Whitfield (then queen's chaplain, and
rector of St. Martin, Ludgate, afterwards vicar of St. Giles,

Cripplegate), were his confeifors. He fent for them, and de-

fired them to aflift him. By a will, made the 28th, he difpofed
of the greatcft part of his eftate to charity ;

and feveral thou-

iand pounds in particular for the relief of fick feamen fet amore.
Mr. Bernard, the ferjeant furgeon, took from him 100 ounces
of blood ; and on the 31 ft he took a ftrange refolutiou of being
removed to Kenfmgton, notwithftanding his weaknefs, from
which the mod prelfing entreaties of his friends could not divert

him. In the warmeft time of day he rofc, and was carried by
four
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four men in a chair to Kenfington, whither he got with diffi-

culty, having fainted away in his chair. "
Being put to bed,"

fays Dr. Atttrbury, on whofe authority we relate thefe parti-
culars,

" he fell alleep immediately, and it is concluded now
[April i] that he may do Well ; fo that the town phylicians,
who expected to ihare his practice, begin now to think them-
felves difappointed." Two days after, the fame writer adds,
** Dr. Raclcliffe is pad all danger ;

his efcape is next to mira-
culous. It hath made him not only very ferious, but very de-

vout. The perfun who hath read prayers to him cften
x
'and

particularly this day) tells me, he never law a man more in

earneft. The Queen afked Mr. Bernard how he did
; and when

he told her, that he was ungovernable, and would oblerve no
rules ; fhe anfwered, that then nobody had reafon to take any
thing ill from him

;
fmce it was plain he ufed other people no

\\orfc than he ufed himfelf."

He continued, however, in full bufmefs, increafing in wealth

and infolence, to the end of his days ; waging all along, as we
have before obferved, a perpetual war with his brethren the

phyficians, who never confidered him in any other light, than

that of an adive, ingenious, adventuring empiric, whom con-

itant practice brought at length to fome Ikill in his profeflion.

One of the projects of " Martin Scriblerus" was, by a ftamp

upon bliftering-platters and melijot by the yard, to raife money
fur the goveroment, and give it to Radcliffe and others to farm.

In Martin's " Map of Difeafes," v-hich was " thicker fet with

towns than any Flanders map," Radcliffe was painted at the

corner, contending for the univerfal empire of this world, and

the reft of the phyficians oppoling his ambitious defigns with a

project of a treaty of partition to fettle peace.

I n 1 7 1 3 he was elected into parliament
for the town of Buck-

ingham.
In the laft illnefs of queen Anne, he was fent for to Car-

fhalton, about noon, by order of the council ;
he faid,

" he

had taken phyfic, and could not come.
'

Mr. Ford, from whole

letter to Dr. Swift this anecdote is taken, obfcrves,
" In all

probability he had faved her life, for I am told the late lord

Gower had been often in the fame condition, with the gout m
his head." In the account that is given of Dr. Radclirle in the

Biographia Britannica," it is faid, that the queen was (truck

with death the twenty-eighth of July : that Dr. Radcliffe sn;

was not once mentioned, either by the queen or any lord of

the council ;" only that lady Mafliam fent to him, Without

their knowledge, two hours before the queen s death,

letter from Mr. Ford to dean Swift, which is dated th

firft of July, it is faid, that the queen's difurder began bctv

ci-ht and nine in the morning before, which was the th
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and that about noon, the fame day, Radcliffe was fent for by an

' of council. Thefe accounts being contradictory, the rea-

der will probably want fome affiftance to determine what were
the facts. As to the time when the queen was taken ill, Mr.
Ford's account is moft likely to be true, as he was upon the

foot, ami in a fituation which infured him the beflr intelligence.
As to the time when the doctor was fent for, the account in the
"
Biography" is mar.i.'eitly falfe; for if the doctor had be-, n fent

for only two hours before the queen's death, which happened in-

eonteftably on the firft of Auguft, Mr. Ford could not have men-
tioned the fact on the thirty-rirft of July, when his letter was
dated. Whether Radcliffe was fent lor by lady Mafham,or by
order of council, is, therefore the only point to be determined.

That he was generally reported to have been fent for by
order of council is certain

;
but a letter is printed in the *' Bio-

graphy,"- faid to have been written by the doctor to one of his

friends, which, fuppofing it to be genuine, will prove, that the

doctor maintained the contrary. On the fifth of Auguft, four

days after the queen's death, a member of the houfe ofcommons,
a friend of the doctor's, who was alfo a member, and one who

always voted on the fame fide, moved, that he might be fum-

moned to attend in his place, in order to be cenfured for not at-

tending on her majefty. Upon this occafion the doctor is faid to

have written the following letter to another of his friends:
" Dear Sir, Carfhalton, Aug. 7, 1714.

'* I could not have thought, that fo old an acquaintance, and

fo good a friend, as Sir J n always profeffecl himfelf, would

have made fuch a motion againft me. God knows my will to

do her majefty any fervice has ever got the ftart of my ability;

and I have nothing that gives me greater anxiety, and trouble

than ths death of that great and glorious princefs. I muft do that

juftice
to the phyiicians that attended her in her illnefs, from a

fight of the method that was taken for her preservation by Dr.

Mead, as to declare nothing was omitted tor her prefervation;

but the people about her (the plagues of Egypt fall on them !)

put it out of the power of phyfic to be of any -benefit to her. I

know the nature of attending crowned heads in their laft mo-
ments too well to be fond of waiting upon them, without being
fent for by a proper authority. You have heard of pardons being

figned for phyficians, before a foveieign's demife: however, ill

as I was, I would have went to the queen in a horfe-litter, had

cither her majefty, or thofe in commillion next to her, command-
ed me fo to do. You may tell Sir J n as much, and alfure

him, from me, that his zeal for her majefty will not cxcufe his

ill ufageofa friend, who has drank many a hundred bottles

xvith him, and cannot, even after this breach of a good under-

Handing that ever was preferved between us, but have ja very

good efteem for him. I muft alfo dcfire you to thank Tom
4 Chapmaft
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Chapman for his fpeech in my behalf, fmce I hear it is the firtf
he ever made, which is taken more kindly ; and to acquaint him,
that I fhould be glad to fee him at Cadhalton, fince I fear .'for
fo the gout tells me) that we fliall never more fit in the houfe of
commons together. I am, cc.

"JOHN RADCLIFFE."
Bur, whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, or how-

ever it may now be thought to juftify the dodor's refufal to at-
tend her majefty, he became at that time fo much the objel of

popular refentment, that he was apprehenftve of being aflafli-

nated
;
as appears by the following letter, dire&ed to Dr. Mead,

at Child's coffte-houfe, in St. Paul's-church-yard:

" Dear Sir, Carlhalton, Aug. 3, 1714.
"

1 give you, and your brother, many thanks, for the favour

you intend me to-morrow; and if there is any other friend that

will be agreeable to you, he fliall meet with a hearty welcome
from me. Dinner Jhall be on the table by two, when you may
be fure to find me ready to wait upon you. Nor mall I be at

any other time from home, becaufe I have received feveral

letters, which threaten ine with being pulled to pieces, if ever I

come to London. After fuch menaces as thefe, it is eafy to

imagine, that the conversion of two fuch very good friends is

rjot only extremely cicllrable, but the enjoyment of it will be a

great happinefs and fatisfaction to him, who is, &c.
" JOHN RADCLIFFE."

RadclifFe died on the firft of November the fame year, having
furvived the queen juft three months; and it is faid, that the

dread he had of the populace, and the want of company in the

country village, which he did not dare to leave, mortenedhis lite,

when jult iixty-four years old. He was carried to Oxford, and

buried in St. Mary's church in that cit

He had a great refpecl for th . and fhcwed much

judgment in bcftowing his patronage.
He gave the

rectory
of

Headbourne- worthy, Hants, to the L-arnui and pious Dr. Bing-

ham; and it was through his foiicilaiion that the headlhip of St.

Marv Hall, at Oxford, was conferred on the celebrated Dr.

HuJfon ; whom he fo much eftcemed, that it has been generally

fuppufed it was to the perfuafion of Dr. Hudfon, that the univer-

fity was indebted for the noble benefactions of Dr. Radcliffe j

'or the Library IV' and Infirmary which bear his name; and
for

\*1 See the form of his funeral in the u we learn hr,.-n Dr Atterbury'i
"

Epif,

PoftBov Dec Q, IT i A. tolary Co.rcffor.dence," Vol.111, "to

fcVfcSBSlK U, i. December, build out from the riddle
_

w,do rflh.

,7 2 , w to have enlarged the Bodleian Seldcn part, a room of nu,ety h

Liknry. The
" is S; ' dtn irt " "'
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for an annual income of 600!. for two travelling fellowfhirjs.

To Univerfity college alfo he gave, befides the window over the

altar-piece already mentioned, the money which built the

mailer's lodge there, mailing one fide of the Eaftern qua-
drangle.
We do not find that he ever attempted to write any thing, and

probably he would not have fucceedcd as an author. He was
believed to have been very little converfant in books; which

made Dr. Garth fay, humouroufly enough, that *' for RadclirFe

to leave a library, was as if an Eunuch fhould found a Seraglio."
A molt curious but ungracious portrait is given orf him by Dr.

Mandeville, in his "
Eflay on Charity Schools," fubjoined to

his " Fable of the Bees:" it is too long to be inferted here.

What, however, the late Dr. Mead has recorded of him, is no

fmall teitimony in his favour; namely, that ' he was defervedly
at the head of his profeffion, on account of his great medical pe-
netration and experience."

Some remarkable traits in his character may be difcovered in

the following detached remarks and extracts:

His caprice in his profeffion feems to have been unbounded.

When the lady of fir John Trevor the Mafter of the Rolls was

dving, in the fummer of 1704, me was given oven by Rad-

cliffe as incurable. The Mafter, thinking it a compliment to

RadclirFe not to join any of the London phyficians with him,
fent to Oxford for Dr. Breach, an old crony, to confult on that

occafion; which made fuch a breach with RadclirFe, that he fet

out in a few days for Bath; where he is reprefented
*' as de-

lighting
fcarce in any other company but that of Papifts."

Ar it to build a library for Exeter College, Carolo Comite de Arran Cancellaiio>

npon whofe ground it muftftand. ExcLer Stephano Niblet, S. T. P.

College Iv.s confented, upon condition Vice-cajicellario,

that not only a libiary be built for them, Thomas Paget ft Johanne Land, A. M.
but fome lodgings alfo, which muft be Procuratoribus,

pulled down to make room for this newde- Plaudente undique togata gente,

fign, be rebuilt. The Univcrnty thinks Honorabilis admodum
or furnishing rhat part of the charge ;

and D" 1" Dmls Carol us Noel Somerfet,

Dr. RadclirFe has readily preferred to fur- Honorabilis Johannes Verney,

nilhthereit; i'.nd withall, after he has Cualterus WagftarY Bagot Baronettus,

pevfc&cd the building, to give icol. for Edwardus Harley et 7 .

ever to furnilh it with books." This Edwardus Smith, 3

fchc-me not having been adopted, the doc- Radclivii munificentiffimi Tfrftamenti,

tor left 40,000!. for building a new libra- Curatores, P. P.

ry ;
with 150!. a year for the librarian, Jacobo Gibbb, Architefto."

and loot, a year to buy books. The foun-

dation ftone was laid June 16, 1-37, with The whole building was completed in

the following infcription on a plate of 1747; and on the izth of April 1-749, it

copper: was opened with great folemnity ;
of which

" Quod felix fauftumque fit fee a particular dcfcription in Gent. Mag.
Academ'ue Oxonienfi, Vol. XIX. pp. 165.453. and ftc Vol..

Die xvi kaiendarum Junil LI. p. 75.
Anno MPCCXXXVU,

The
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The lady of fir John Holt he attended, in a bad illnefs, with
unufnal diligence, out of pique to the hufband, who was fup-
pofed not to be over-fond of ! cr.

When Mr. Hurley was itabbcd by Guifcard, Swift complains,
that, by the caprice of Radcliflv, who would admit none but his
own furgeon, he had " not beer -veH looki J after;" and adds
in another place,

" Mr. Hurley has had an ill furgeon, by the

caprice of that puppy Dr. RadclifFe; which has kept him'back
fo long."

May 26, 1704, h^ carried fome caufe againft an apothecary,
by the aid of the folicitor-general Harcourt; and " two days
before," Atterbury fays,

" a play was acted, wherein the doctor
was extremely ridiculed upon that head of his quarrel with the

apothecary. A great number of perfons of quality were pre-
fer ; among the reft, the dutchefs of Marlborough and the

maids of honour. The pifTages where the doctor was affronted

were received with the r.t,,,nl"t applaufe."
In 1709, he was ridiculed by Steele, in the "

Taller," under
the title of " the Mourning /Efculupius, the languifhing hope-
lefs lover of UK; divine Hebe, emblem of youth and beauty."
After curing the lady of a fevere fever, he fell violently in love

with her; but was rejected. The ftory is thus related in the
"

Biographia Britannica:" " The lady, who made the doctor,
at this advanced age ftand in need of a phyfician himfelt, w.s, it

is faid, of great beauty, wealth, and quality; and too
attractive

not to infpire the coldeft heart with the warmeft fentiments.

After be had made a cure of her, he could not but imagine, as na-

turally he might, that her ladyfhip would entertain a favourable

opinion of him. But the lady, however grateful (he might be

for the care he had taken of her health, divulged the fecret, and

one of her confidents revealed it to Steele, who, on account of

party, was fo ill-natured as to write the ridicule of it in the

Tatler. The doctor had a fort of antipathy to women; and,

being unfortunate in his only attempt to marry, he grew to a

degree of infenfibiiity for the fex ;
and often declared that he

wffhed for an act of parliament, whereby nurfes only Ihould be

emitled to prefcribe to them."

This article ihall be clofed with an extract from the Richard-

foniana :
" Dr. Radcliffe told Dr. Mead," Mead, I love you,

and now I will tell you a fure fccret to make your fortune; ufe

all mankind ill.'
" And it certainly was his own practice,

owned he was avaricious, even to fpunging, whenever he any

way could, at a tavern reckoning, a Uxpence, or /hilling, among
the reft of the company, under pretence of hating (as he ever

did) to change a guinea, becaufe (faid hej it flips away fo faft.

He could never be brought to pay bills without much following

and importunity; nor then if there appeared any chain
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wearying them out. Apaviour, after long and fruitlefs attempts,
caught him juft getting out of his charriot ai his own door, in

Bloomfbury-fquare, and fet upon him. '

Why, you rafcal,' faid

the dodlor,
* do you pretend to be paid for fuch a piece of work ?

why you have fpoiled my pavement, and then covered it over
with earth to hide your bad work.' '

Doclor,' faid the paviour,
* mine is not the only bad work that the earth hides!' ' You dog
you,' faid the do&or,

' are you a wit r you mull be poor, come
in;' and paid him. Nobody," adds Mr. Richardfon,

" tvcr

pra<5tifed this rule,
' of tiling all mankind ill,' lei's than Dr.

Mead (who told me himfelf the ftory, and) who, as I have been
informed by great phyficians, got as much again by his practice as

Dr. Radcliffc did."

RAINOLDS (JOHN), an eminent Englifh divine, was born
at Pinto in Devonshire, in 1549, and fent to Merton -college,

Oxford, in 1562. He removed to Corpus Chrifti-colltge, of
which he became firft fcholar, and then fellow. He took both

the degrees in arts and divinity. In 1598, he was made dean of

Lincoln; but being unwilling to quit an academical life, he ex-

changed his deanery the year follovvirg, for the prefidentmip
of Corpus Chrifti-college. Queen Elizabeth offered him a

bifhoprick ;
but he modeftly refufed it, and faid Nolo Epifcoparl

in good earned. He died, in 1607, after having published a

great number of books. The learned have beftowed moft un-
common praifes upon this divine. Bifhop Hall, a very compe-
tent judge, obferves, that " that he alone was a well-furnilhed

library, full of all faculties, of all ftndies, of all learning. The
memory, the reading of that man, were to a miracle." Dr.

Crakanthorp fays, that " for virtue, probity, integrity, and

piety, he was fo eminent, that, as Nazianzen fpeaks of Atha-

nafius, to name him is to commend virtue itfelf." He had a

hand in tranflating part of the Old Teftament, by command of

James I. He was inclined to Puritanifm, but with fuch mode-

ration, that he continued a conformift to the church of England.
He was thought to fhorten his life by too fevere application to

his ftudies; but, when his friends urged him to dcfiit, he ufed to

reply, that he would " not lofe the end of living for the fake of

life ;" non proptcr vitam vivendiperdere caufas.
RALPH (}AMES), a writer in poetry, politics, and hiftory,

was born we know not where, nor of what family. His de-

fcent was mean; but he raifed himfelf from obfcurity by his,

merit. He was a fchool-malter at Philadelphia, in North
America ;

which remote fituation not fuiting his aclive mind,
he came to England about the beginning of the reign of George
II. and by his attendance and abilities recommended himfelf to

the patronage of fome great men. He published a poem, enti-

tled
'
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tied "
Night," of which Pope thus takes notice in the

Dunciad :

Silence, ye wolves! while Ralph to Cynthia hows,
And makes night hideous anfwerhirn, ye owls !

He wrote fome pieces for the
ftage, of which an account

may be feen in the "
Biographia Dramatica." Though he did

not fucceed as a poet, he was a very ingenious prole writer.
His "

Hiftory ot England," commencing with tiie reign of the
Stuarts, is much eftcmed, as were his political pamphlets;
fome of which were looked upon as mafter-pieces. He was
concerned in writing effays in feveral periodical papers, parti-

cularly "Old England; or, JefFery Broadbottom's Journal,"
and " The Remembrancer." His laft publication, entitled," The Cafe of Authors by Profedion," is efteemed an excel-
lent and entertaining performance. He loft all hopes of pre-
ferment by the death of Frederic prince of Wales

;
and died

at Chifwick, after a long fuffering from the gout, Jan. 24, 1762,RAMAZZINI (BERNARDIN), an Italian phyfician, was
born of a good family at Carpi near Modena, in 1633. When
he had laid a foundation in grammar and claflical literature in

his own country, he went to Parma to
fttidy philofophy; and,

afterwards applying himfelf to
phyfic, took a doctor's degree

there in 1659. Then he went to Koine, for the fake of pene-
trating flill further into his art

;
and afterwards fettled in the

dutchy of Caftro. After fome time, ill health obliged him
to return to Carpi for his native air, where he married, and

followed the bufinefs of his profcflion; but in 1671, at the ad-

vice of fome friends, he removed to Modena. His brethren of

the faculty there conceived at firft but meanly of his learning and

abilities; but, when he had undeceived them by publications,
their contempt, as is natural, was changed into jcaloufy. In

1682, he was made profelfor of phyfic in the umveriity of

Modena, which was juft founded by duke Francis II.; and he

filled this office for eighteen years, attending in the mean time to

practice, and not neglecting polite literature, of which he was

always fond. In 1700, he went to Padua upon invitation, to

be a profcHbr there: but the infirmities of age began now to

come upon him. He loft his fight, and was forced to read and

write with other people's eyes and hands. Nevertheless, the

fenate of Venice made him rector of the college in 1708, and

alfo raifed him from the fecond profdlbifhip in phyfic to the

firft. He would have refilled thefe honourable pods; but, being

over-ruled, performed all the functions of them very diligi

to the time of his death. He died in 1714, upon his birth-

Nov. 5, a^ed Si. He compofed many woik>
upon

ofedtcal

philofophical fubjefls:
his book "IX- M-Mbis Artifuun.

always be ufeful. His works were collected and publilhe:!

London, 1716, in 410; which is a better tditiun than that of

Geneva the year after, becaufe more con.
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RAMEAU (JOHN PHILIP), an llluftrious mufician, ftylcd

by the French, the Newton of harmony, was born at Dijon,
Sept. 25, 1683. After having learned the rudiments of mufic,
he left his native country, and wandered about with the per-
formers of a {trolling opera. At eighteen, he compofed a mu-
fical entertainment, which was reprefented at Avignon : after-

wards, travelling through part of France and Italy, he corredt-

cd his ideas of mufic by the practice of the harpfichord; and
then went to Paris, v.here he perfected hlmfelf under John
Louis Marchand, a famous organift. He became organift of
the cathedral church of Clermont in Auvergne, and in this re-

tirement ftudied the theory of his art with the utmoft afliduity.
His application gave birth to his " Traite de 1' Harmonic,
Paris, 1722;" and to his " Nouveau Syfteme de Mtifique

Theorique, Paris, 1726." But the work, for which he is molt

celebrated, is his " Demonftration du Principe de 1' Harmonic,
Paris, 1750;" in which, as his countrymen fay, he has fhewn,
that the whole depends upon one fingle and clear principle,

namely, the fundamental bafe: and it is in this refpet that he is

by them compared to Newton, who, by the fingle principle of

gravitation, explained the phasnomena of the Phyfical World.
With fuch extraordinary talents as thefe, and a fupreme fiyle

in mufical compofition, it had been a national reproach, had

Rameau been fuffered to remain organift of a country cathedral.

He was called to Paris, and appoined to the management of the

opera: his mufic was ofan original caft, and the performers com-

plained at firft that it could not be executed ; but he afferted the

contrary, and evinced it by experiment. By practice he ac-

quired a great facility in compofing, fo that he was never at a

lofs to adapt founds to fentiments. It was a faying of Quinault,
that " the poet was the mufician 's fervant

; but Rameau
would fay, "Give me but a Holland Gazette, and I will fet it

to mufic:" and wre are almoft ready to concur with him, inaf-

much as we have known the London Cries of " The laft dying

fpeech of the malefactors who were executed this morning at

Tyburn," &c. to be fet and fung moft harmoniouily. The

king, to reward his extraordinary merit, conferred upon him the

ribband ofthe order of St. Michael; and, a little before his death,

raifed him to the rank of Nobility. He was a man ofgood mo-
rals, and lived happily with a wife whom he tenderly loved.

He died at Paris, Sept. 12, 1764; and his exequies were cele-

brated with great mufical folemnity.

As a theorift, the character of Rameau ftands very high, and

Handel always fpoke of him with great refpeft ; but as a mufical

compofer, his merit
(it feems) remains to be fettled. Befides

the tracts above mentioned, there are extant of his,
" Genera-

tion Harmonique, Paris, 1737;" an^ u Nouvelles Reflexions

fur la JDemonftration," &c.
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